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➤Shower your child with
the gifts of resilience, grati-
tude, acceptance, kindness...
this Children’s Day
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➤Want to relive
the child in you?
Read/watch these
books/ movies
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CHANGE LEADERS

Age: 18
Claim to fame: UN's Class of
Young Leaders SDGs 2020

ACHIEVEMENT: Singhal is the founder of
Glass2Sand, a zero-waste ecosystem that
addresses the growing menace of glass
waste in Delhi. Through the initiative, emp-
ty glass bottles are prevented from being
dumped into landfills, where they won't de-
compose for a million years, and are crushed
into commercially-valuable sand.

ACHIEVEMENT: Founder of The  Child
Movement’ to fight against air pollu-

tion, Kangujam  turned to cli-
mate activism after attending
a fundraising event for vic-
tims of a deadly earthquake
in Nepal in 2015.  Last month,
she took to the streets in Delhi
to protest over the air pollu-
tion issue in the national cap-
ital. She has also urged the

government to declare
emergency in the capital,
owing to severe pollution.
She has also received
the World Children
Peace Prize.

ACHIEVEMENT: Ananya began com-
posing and reciting stories at an
early age of two years, and by five,
she had composed over 175 short
stories in a series in the genre of
fantasy with characters drawn
from from her imagination.  At
7, she wrote her first book
‘Magnus Hooper’. For this,
she was acknowledged as the
youngest crime-fiction au-
thor in India by India
Book of Records.

Claim to fame: Winner of Global
Child Prodigy Award (GCPA) 2020
for writing prowess and skills 

ACHIEVEMENT: Abhijita
Gupta has been recog-
nised as the world’s
youngest author by the
International Book of
Records, while the Asia
Book of Records has con-
ferred on her the title of
the ‘Grandmaster in
Writing. Her book titled,
‘Happiness All Around’

is an anthology of short stories
and poems with illustrations ac-
claimed globally.  Her next book
elucidating her views on Covid-
19 pandemic and its effect on
children will be re-
leased soon. 

ACHIEVEMENT:Founder of The Zero Hour Slack group,
a climate action organisation based in Seattle, Mar-
golin has garnered some notoriety as a plaintiff in the
Aji P. v. Washington case, suing the state of Washing-
ton for their inaction against climate change on the
basis of a stable climate being a human right. Re-
cently, Margolin published a guidebook, ‘Youth to
Power: Your Voice and How to Use It’.

ACHIEVEMENT: For the last three
years, Kamboj has been repre-
senting India as a Young Jour-
nalist at the Global Football for
Friendship (F4F) social pro-
gramme. She is also the founder of
‘Sports to Lead’ – to explore and ed-
ucate on the power that sports has
in creating a positive impact
on society— the programme
looks at sports policy and
how to use it.

Age: 18
Claim to fame: Climate activist

There is a crisis happening, but no action is being taken. Our organi-
sation’s goal is to educate people about the climate crisis and get

more people involved in activism. By using #thisisZeroHour, we hope to
send out the message that there is no more time to waste, and
action must be taken as soon as possible to combat climate change

I wanna show every girl that you can
do it, just go for it — even though

you're little. I'm going for gold in
2021 and nothing will stop me

As a Young Leader
for the SDGs, I will

be an active agent of
change. I hope to be
able to encourage com-
munities to embrace a
better civic sense to
create sustainable living
spaces — like when
mountain-high 
landfills are 
detonated

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

ACHIEVEMENT: Nadim has
landed a book deal for his po-
etry collection, becoming one
of the world's youngest pub-
lished authors. Nadim’s poems
range from Coming Home
(‘Take our gloves off / Take our
shoes off / Put them where
they’re supposed to go. / You
take off your brave feeling / Be-
cause there’s nothing / to be
scared of in the
house’) to Love .

Age: 4; Claim to fame: One of
the youngest authors to seal 
a book deal 

Age: 12
Claim to fame: Youngest 
professional skateboarder 
in the world

Age: 18 
Claim to fame: One of the
youngest soccer players

SPORTING STARS
ACHIEVEMENT: World skateboard-
ing  bronze medallist , Brown is one
of the rarest sportspersons, who
has come so far without a skate-
boarding coach. She learns skat-
ing tricks from YouTube. Fea-
tured in campaigns alongside
powerful sportswomen like Ser-
ena Williams and Megan Rapinoe,
Brown supports the Laureus
Foundation, which encour-
ages the power of sport to com-
bat violence against women.

ACHIEVEMENT: Eighteen-year-old Ca-
mavinga is one of the most sought after
young players in football. In 2020, Camavinga became
the youngest player to play for French national team

since Maurice Gastiger in 1914 at 17 years, 9 months,
and 29 days. Recently, Camavinga made his first

start for France in a 7–1 win against Ukraine,
where he scored his first international

goal, becoming the youngest goalscor-
er for France since Gastiger

scored in 1914.

Age: 7
Claim to fame: World’s
youngest author

CHANGE LEADERS

BUDDING AUTHORSBUDDING AUTHORS

SPORTING STARS

The
Record
Holders

Six-year-old Arham Om Talsania is
the world’s youngest computer
programmer. A class II student, 
he entered the Guinness Book of
World Records after completing a
test on the Python programming
language. 

ARHAM OM TALSANIA,
YOUNGEST PROGRAMMER

Gill has amazed his family and
teachers by achieving a Guinness
World Records title for his master
maths skills. Using Times Tables
Rock Stars, Nadub can answer an
astonishing 196 multiplication and
division questions correctly in one
minute — that's more than three
correct answers per second.

1Like many other countries, India
used to celebrate Children’s Day
on November 20 every year, as

the United Nations in 1954 had
declared the day as Universal
Children’s Day

2However, after PM Jawaharlal
Nehru’s death in 1964, a resolution
was passed in the parliament unani-

mously to celebrate November 14, his
birth anniversary, as Children’s Day. Since
then, November 14 is celebrated as
Children’s Day in India

3He was fondly called Chacha Nehru.
It is believed that he was fond of chil-
dren and used to meet kids with

immense affection. It was because of his
friendly attitude towards children that kids
called him Chacha

4However, according to another story,
he was called Chacha because of his
closeness with Mahatma Gandhi.

Nehru, seen as  the younger brother of
Mahatma Gandhi, whom people fondly
called Bapu, became chacha for many

NADUB GILL, KING OF
MATHS 

Age: 9; Claim to fame: One of the
youngest climate  activists

UDIT SINGHAL, DELHI

They have been hit hard by Covid-19 but it hasn’t deterred them. Their
resilience, resourcefulness and leadership in finding innovative solutions
for a better world, the zeal to fight against all odds and make a mark for
themselves, is an inspiration for all. On this Children’s Day, Times NIE
celebrates these teen achievers, who will shape our future...

Age: 15; Claim to fame:
Ambassador of football, peace 
and youth empowerment

ANANYA KAMBOJ,
CHANDIGARH

LICYPRIYA KANGUJAM,
MANIPUR

Kamboj was
also a good-
will ambas-
sador of the
BRICS 
countries
and has partic-
ipated in various
other projects,
including ‘Girl Up’,
‘Girls With Impact’,
‘Lean In India’,
‘SDGs For Children’
and ‘She’s
Mercedes’

JAMIE MARGOLIN, SEATTLE

The surroundings and even
the little things inspire me. I

write about positive things— what I
hear, see or feel...

ABHIJITA GUPTA, UP

ANANYA RAJARAMAN,
BENGALURU

NADIM SHAMMA-SOURGEN,
UK

SKY BROWN, GREAT BRITAIN

EDUARDO CAMAVINGA,
FRANCE 

➤ Meet our young 
innovators, who could 
be the Gates, Musks and
Zuckerbergs of 
tomorrow
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Wattey idea, sirji!

THIS CHILDREN’S DAY, WE CELEBRATE OUR YOUNG INNOVATORS WHO STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT 
INNOVATION INVOLVES A DIFFERENT WAY OF LOOKING AT PROBLEMS AND SOLVING THEM

Resurgence is not only about ending challenges and moving forward,
but about bringing change with the changing times. We started

the Atal Tinkering Lab with this vision, so that students are
able to focus on the trend of innovation.

– PM Narendra Modi

➤ Innovation means using new technology and
new ways of thinking to add value to an 
existing idea or product and to make 
substantial changes in society

2. Correcting 
misinformation? ON IT! 
Who: Mandy Chan Ying-tung from
Hong Kong and Steven Chen Yu-jen

from Taiwan, both 20, came up with
their unique fact-checking project.

Why: When the coronavirus pan-
demic caused panic buying of
toilet paper, Mandy and Steven

became intrigued by the influ-
ence of fake news. “We know how

fake news can affect people’s judge-
ment and create panic, contribut-
ing to irrational behaviour like 
panic buying and discrimination. We

created people fact checkers for that 
reason,” they said.

1. You said online education,
we said bring it on!
Who: Dishita Bisen, 16, from the 
Philippines,and Padmaja Krishna Singh,
15, from India came up with Edunation:
a platform that helps dyslexic
students.

Why: The duo realised that dur-
ing the pandemic, dyslexic
students may not have prop-
er access to education, and
may find it difficult to
cope with drastic
changes. “This af-
fects the mental health
of the child, Our website aims
to address this” they said.

3. WHO with a twist

Who: Anvi Tyagi and Saachi
Gupta from India, both 14, came
up with a platform We Help
Ourselves (WHO).

Why: “Due to the pandemic, stu-

dents can’t share their culture,
ideas, innovations and talents
without a platform that will 
appreciate their work,” they
said. The students are also de-
prived of hands-on learning,
which has been replaced
by remote and theoret-

ical lessons. “We wanted to
give everyone a chance to
express themselves in a
field of their
choice,” they added.
WHO helps students to
explore the creative

side of all.

CRITICAL FOR NATION’S
FUTURE

1
Young people who aren’t exposed
to innovation are “lost inven-
tors” — those who have tons of
potential but are much less likely

to pursue careers as inventors due to
this lack of exposure. Addressing this
gap is critical for the nation’s future.

INVENTIVENESS IS KEY

2
Inventiveness — the bridge
between inventions and inno-
vations — gives students
license to use their creative

imagination. And today’s classrooms

need more of it. 
During an event in
2018, educational tech-
nologist Kathy Schrock, presented a
variety of tools and strategies to
help boost inventiveness in the
classroom. Invention is the creation
of a product or the introduction of a
process for the first time, while
innovation occurs if someone
improves on an existing product or
process. The link between those two,
Schrock said, is inventiveness, or the
ability to brainstorm, be flexible,
elaborate, and see original ideas
come to fruition. 

REINFORCE
CAREER 

OPPORTUNITIES

3
As we continue to embark
through the Information Age,
it’s crucial for educators to
implement new strategies that

will meet the needs of both 
students and industries. Thanks to
recent technology and innovative
solutions, students are gaining more
and more access to education outside
the classroom, thereby expanding
their learning and career opportuni-
ties in a variety of ways. Technology
and innovation are a growing priority

in school districts nationwide, and
there are tactical tools educators can
use to transform their classrooms.

MAKING THE MOST OF WHAT
YOU HAVE ALREADY

4
As technology and innovation
become first priority, it’s
important that students are
offered creative learning

spaces to expand and challenge their
knowledge and ability to create.
Technology can help students boost
their concentration, retain informa-
tion, and encourage individualised
learning programs. 

INNOVATION IS THE CORNERSTONE OF SUSTAINED GROWTH AND PROSPERITY
Here is why, you need to innovate! 

SURBHI MUTHA
class XI, The Hyderabad Public

School, Begumpet, Hyderabad

PRODUCT: Mouth freshener.
Youngsters are chewing gum for
hours not knowing the harm it
causes.  As an alternative, I
mixed natural ingredients like mint and fresh coconut
for a home-made mouth freshner. 

DIGANTIKA BOSE
class XII Purba Bardhaman, W Bengal                

INNOVATION:
Ear pressure
reduction tool
due to mask
usage
HOW IT
WORKS: All
COVID workers have to work and wear
masks throughout the day. So with the
help of a discarded plastic,(or any flexible
board), he made a design that sticks to
the back of the head as the mask is used
reducing the ear pressure.

BUSRA IMTIYAZ DEG
class VIII, Prathmic Shala, Bharuch,

Gujarat                                                      

INNOVATION: Litmus paper for 
sweetness detec-
tion in fruits
HOW IT WORKS:
When the vegeta-
bles and fruits
are put to litmus
paper test, the
colour changes
as an indication
of artificial usage
of sweetness. 

YASH GOKUL
KSHIRSAGAR
class VIII, Malojiraje Vidyalaya, Satara,

Maharashtra                                                      

INNOVATION: Groundnut Seed Thresher
HOW IT WORKS: Using parts of motorcy-
cle and bicycle, he
prepared a machine
where you have to
pour whole ground-
nuts. On rotating its
pedal, seeds and
crushed earpods 
fall down. 

ADDVAIT CHHETRI
Class VI, St Kabeer Academy, Dehradun

WHAT: An air bike ‘ADDVAIT O2’ that works
on normal air, which is compressed in the fuel
tanks of the bike. At present, the proto-
type can fill 120 psi and can run
around 3 Kilometres in one go. •
The idea behind this project was to
develop an understanding of how
we can use natural resources as
fuels and save non-renewable

resources.

KARAN 
S SOIN

Class XII, The Shri Ram School,

Gurugram,

Haryana

WHAT:
Designed a
mobile appli-
cation for the
rural masses
for easy access to microfinance
in rural areas.
HOW IT WORKS: The Sudhaar
app helps people in rural
areas to seek small loans
(microfinance from 
`20,000 to 50,000)
access to multiple 
reputable MFIs in 
their vicinity.

BODHISATVA KHANDERAO
class VIII, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Maharashtra

INNOVATION: Labour Free Multigrain 
Cleaning Machine
HOW IT WORKS: This model called mechanical sift can be used to
clean different types of grain in every harvest season, both manually
and mechanically. The sift is based on the first-class lever technique

with the fulcrum in the middle. The size can
be changed as per the requirement.

Here are some students who won the
CSIR Innovation Award 2020 

A Srija & K Hari Krishna
Zilla Parishad High School,
Jogulamba Gadwal, Telangana

Awarded for making eco-friendly
biodegradable pots with ground-
nut shells. These pots are a good
alternative to plastic pots in
nurseries.

Neha Bhat
Class X of Vivekavardhini High
School, Puttur, Karnataka

Awarded for making an efficient
multi-purpose battery operated
automatic spraying machine,
which can be used as a pesticide,
weedicide or insecticide sprayer.

Abhijeet Kumar and
Arpit Kumar
From Bihar Bal Bhawan Kilkari,

Patna, Bihar
Awarded for making a low-cost
water filter using magnets for
removing arsenic from water.

Yash Petkar, Sanchi
Hisariya & Saniya Shakil
Class XI of Ranglal Kejdiwal High
School & Jr College, Wardha,
Maharashtra

Awarded for designing an automatic
waste disposal system for train.

Our Environment-ors!
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Pandemic stars 

Happy

DayChildren’s02 “Children are the world’s most valuable resource and its
best hope for the future”

JOHN F KENNEDY, AMERICAN POLITICIAN 
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