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 Abhay’s Earth Anthem in 2008, the
Moon Anthem to mark the landing of
Chandrayaan-2 on the Moon, and later
the Mars Anthem in early 2020 have
been converted into musicals
 Renowned violinist Dr L Subramaniam
has composed the music for Earth
Anthem and Moon Anthem and Kavita
Krishnamurti has sung them, while the
Kenyan artiste ONDIKO Kevin has com-
posed the music for Mars Anthem and
Kapnea has sung it
 Recently, his Venus Anthem was pub-
lished. His anthems on Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, Neptune and Mercury and Sun
are yet to be put to music.

Poet-diplomat Abhay K has penned an-
thems on all the planets of the solar sys-
tem on the occasion of the 86th birth an-

niversary of Carl Sagan, the globally- renowned
astronomer and planetary scientist.

ANTHEMS ON ALL
PLANETS OF THE
SOLAR SYSTEM

A
rtificial light pollution is pos-
ing a threat to the natural
reproductive cycles of corals
living in coastal regions, a

new study has warned. According to 
scientists, many marine organisms, 
especially the colonies of coral rely on
the natural cycles of sunlight and moon-
light to regulate their behaviour and bio-
logical processes. However, artificial light
spilling into the ocean from street lamps,
billboards, buildings, etc are throwing off
these internal clocks. Researchers from
Israel found that corals exposed to LED
lighting are spawning at the wrong time —
preventing them from successfully repro-
ducing.

1 The most affected by
artificial lights include
the Caribbean Sea and

the Pacific and Indian
Oceans

2 In fact, the Gulf of
Aqaba in the Red Sea
is some 47 per cent

brighter at night than it
would be naturally — and up
to 60 times brighter in some
places

3 Rapid population
growth in coastal
regions is driving an

increase in the amount of
LED lighting affecting the
oceans, the researchers said.

4 LED lighting gives off a
lot of blue light, which
can penetrate deeper

into the water, they add

 Light
pollution, also
known as pho-
topollution, is the
presence of anthro-
pogenic light in the night
environment

 Artificial light that’s excessive,
obtrusive and ultimately wasteful is
called light pollution, and it direct-
ly influences how bright our night
skies appear

 The increasing number of people liv-
ing on the Earth and the corresponding

increase in inappropri-
ate and unshielded outdoor lighting has
resulted in light pollution—a brightening
night sky that has obliterated the stars
for much of the world’s population

NOW, LIGHT POLLUTION 
endangers coral population

Abhay is a well-known poet, editor and
translator with eight published collec-
tions of poetry to his credit and several
edited books, including the recently-
released ‘The Bloomsbury Book of Great
Indian Love Poems’. He has also trans-
lated Kalidasa's Meghdoot and
Ritusamhara

A
gardening craze dubbed "plantdemic" has
spread across the Philippines after coro-
navirus restrictions fuelled demand for
greenery, sending plant prices soaring

and sparking a rise in poaching from public parks
and protected forests. Photos of delicate flowers
and broad-leafed foliage cultivated in backyards
and on balconies have flooded social media as
housebound Filipinos turn to nature to relieve
stress and boredom. The stress of lockdown and

financial pressure caused by the pandemic have
prompted many Filipinos to seek solace in their gar-

dens, earning themselves the nicknames "plantitos
and plantitas", or plant uncles and aunties.

1 But as demand has grown,
authorities have warned
that many plants on the

market may not have been legally
obtained

2 Removing threatened
species from forests is ille-
gal under the Philippine law

and carries hefty penalties.
Collecting other native plants is
allowed but only with a permit

3 Thieves are targeting plant
varieties popular on social
media, such as staghorn

ferns and pitcher plants

$200,000
Price of Sean Connery's Walther PP pistol used

in the first-ever James Bond movie that is like-
ly to fetch at an auction in Los Angeles. Scot-

tish acting great Connery, who passed away last
month at the age of 90 at his home in the Bahamas,
wielded the gun in 1962's 'Dr. No.' In 'Dr. No,' Bond is
ordered by his British Secret Service bosses to re-
luctantly trade in his old, misfiring Beretta gun for
the Walther, which has "a delivery like a brick through
a plate glass window." Versions of the Walther re-
main 007's signature firearm,
some 25 films later.

 The deactivated handgun prop, one of the
two used in Connery's debut film, was owned by
the original movie's armorer until it was sold
off in a 2006 auction

 It will be one of the 500
items in the 'Icons & Idols
TRILOGY: Hollywood' auction

in Beverly Hills on
December 3
 Other notable memorabil-
ia will include a pilot's hel-

met worn by Tom Cruise
in 'Top Gun' and Arnold
Schwarzenegger's
leather motorcycle
jacket from
'Terminator 2:

Judgment Day'

FACTOID

TRI COLOUR MASKS, THE
NEW WAY TO INSTILL
NATIONALISM
To inculcate a feeling of nation-
alism among students, the
Arunachal Pradesh government

has procured thousands of face
masks in tri-colour, which will dis-

tributed to school children. The schools are
reopening in the state from November 16.

L ockdown, the
noun that has
come to define

so many lives across
the world in 2020, has
been named word of
the year by Collins
Dictionary. Lock-
down is defined by
Collins as “the im-
position of stringent
restrictions on trav-
el, social interaction,
and access to public
spaces”,  and its us-
age has boomed over
the last year. Lexicog-
raphers said they
picked the word, as it
had become synony-
mous with the experi-
ence of populations
across the world as
governments look to
curb the pandemic.

Who was the first Indian
billionaire to sign the

Giving Pledge?
CLUE 1: The 75-year-old Mumbai-
born businessman holds an engineer-
ing degree from Stanford University.
CLUE 2: He's been awarded the
Padma Bhushan (2005) and Padma
Vibhushan (2011).
CLUE 3: His father was also referred
to as the 'Rice King of Burma'.

ANSWER: AAZZIIMM  PPRREEMMJJII. With a dona-
tion of ` 7,904 crore, Azim Premji,
the founder-chairman of Wipro,
topped the list of philanthropists in
India for 2020. As per the seventh
edition of EdelGive Hurun India
Philanthropy List 2020, he donated `
22 crore per day

SPORTS
IPL 2021 COULD BE

PLAYED WITH 9
TEAMS: REPORT

A fter a glitch-free comple-
tion of the 2020 Indian
Premier League, the BCCI

has already begun to set its sights
on the next edition of the cash-rich
tournament. It is understood that
the IPL 2021 will take place in the
traditional window of the tourna-
ment —April/May. According to
media reports, the BCCI is mulling
to extend the  number of teams to
nine for the next edition. 

 The franchise will be
Gujarat's Ahmebadad, also home
to the biggest-capacity cricket
ground in the world (1,10,000)
 The report also suggested
that the franchises have been
"informally" indicated about a
full auction ahead of the 2021
edition

LOCKDOWN IS COLLINS’ DICTIONARY 

Collins registered more than a quarter of a million
usages of ‘lockdown’ during 2020, against only
4,000 the previous year

 Six of Collins' 10 words of the year in
2020 are related to the global health 
crisis

 ’Coronavirus’, ‘social distancing’,
‘self-isolate’ and ‘furlough’ as well as 
‘lockdown’ and ‘key worker’ were
included in the longer list of 10 words
of the year 

 ’Key worker’ alone has seen a 60-fold
increase in usage reflecting the impor-
tance attributed this year to professions
considered to be essential to society

Trending now! 

PLANTDEMIC 

Source: Daily Mail

WORD OF THE YEAR



GEO TEST

M
ost countries chose a
single city as their 
capital. “This is a place
where politicians get

together to pass laws, where the cen-
tral administrative apparatus of the
country are generally located,” says
Gordon, a professor of urban plan-
ning at Queen’s University at
Kingston, Ontario. “There are very
much synergies in locating these
all together.” But some countries
simply decided that when it comes
to capital cities, more is more. From
the shores of Benin to the King-
dom of eSwatini, there are 
nations across the globe with two
or more capital cities.Their 
reasons vary. When countries are
formed from distinct regions, as in
the case of the United States or
South Africa, Gordon notes that 
regional competition for power can
be a factor. “None of them wants
their rival to get the advantage of
being the seat of government,” says
Gordon. “There’s very complex 
politics involved with this sort of
thing.”

Chile:
Santiago and Valparaíso

As members of Chile’s national adminis-
trative and judicial bodies watch snow fall
in Santiago, the national legislature can 
enjoy a colourful Pacific Ocean from the city
of Valparaíso. The two cities are 72 miles
away, but they’re a world apart. In Santia-
go, the official capital, high-rise buildings
are against a backdrop of rocky summits. In
Valparaíso, the entire city has a strong 
bohemian flair.

Côte D’Ivoire:
Yamoussoukro and Abidjan

Holding onto the presidency for more than three decades
comes with some perks. President Félix Houphouët-Boigny,
who ruled Côte D’Ivoire from 1960 to 1993, took advantage
of his time in office by making his boyhood home of
Yamoussoukro the country’s second capital in 1983.

Compared with the original capital city of Abidjan,
however, Yamoussoukro remains sleepy. Abidjan is the de
facto seat of government, where sleek artwork at 
Galerie Cécile Fakhoury meets modernist architec-
ture and colourful markets.

BENIN: 
Porto-Novo and Cotonou

The energetic port city of Cotonou welcomes 
travellers to Benin with colourful hustle and swing-
ing rhythms, and it comes as no surprise that the
country’s biggest city is also the seat of govern-
ment. The official capital, though, is an hour away
in Porto-Novo. Here, the blare of big-city life gives
way to tree-lined streets and historic architecture.
A division of powers between the two cities has
been in place since before Benin achieved full 
independence from France in 1960.

BOLIVIA: 
La Paz and Sucre

Wrapped in the snowy peaks of the Andes
Mountains, La Paz is a show-stopper of a 
capital city. Cable cars drift above a tangle of
downtown streets, and an independent popu-
lace fills historic squares during frequent
protests. But while La Paz is the administra-
tive capital of Bolivia, the constitutional 
capital is hundreds of miles away in the city
of Sucre.

CZECH REPUBLIC: 
Prague and Brno

Gothic spires and Baroque rooflines line the Vl-
tava River in Prague, a charismatic city that’s a
showpiece of Czech culture and history. Among
the most impressive sites is Prague 
Castle, part of the city’s UNESCO-listed historic
center. Founded in the 9th century, this remains
the official office of the President of the Czech
Republic. But the Supreme Court of the Czech
Republic is in the country’s less-known second
capital, the energetic Moravian city of Brno.
Here, students fill stylish cafes, and adventur-
ous visitors can go underground into an maze-
like tourist spots.

NETHERLANDS: 
Amsterdam and 

The Hague
With historic canals, ultra hip locals
and a reputation as one of Europe’s
hottest party spots, Amsterdam has
plenty of name recognition. But even
though the Netherlands’ constitu-
tion designates the city as the 
country’s capital, the real work of
governing takes place in The
Hague. The Netherlands’ main gov-
erning bodies have been located in
this dignified city for centuries.

MALAYSIA: Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya
A jumble of minarets, futuristic tow-

ers and street markets, Kuala Lumpur
is a maximalist immersion in Malaysian
life. Rooftop bars buzz through the night
here, and rush hour brings traffic at a stand-
still. It’s the national capital, too, the seat
of the legislature and the official home of

Malaysia’s monarch. But even governments
need a break from big-city life. In 1995, the
government began constructing Putrajaya,
a quieter metropolis that wraps around a
massive artificial lake.What the new 
capital lacks in heritage, it makes up for
in space and some landmark structures.
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Hollywood stars Hugh
Laurie and Emilia
Clarke are set to voice

star in ‘The Amazing Mau-
rice’, the big-screen adapta-
tion of bestselling author, the
late Terry Pratchett's book.

The voice cast for the an-
imated feature also includes
the likes of David
Thewlis, Himesh Pa-
tel, Gemma Arter-
ton and Hugh
Bonneville, re-
ported ‘Variety’.

Pratchett's
book, which
was published
in 2001, is part
of his iconic
D i s c w o r l d  
series.

‘ T h e
Amazing

Maurice and His
E d u c a t e d

Rodents’ is a
take on the pop-
ular folk tale
about the pop-
ular Pied

Piper of
Hamelin.

It won

the Carnegie medal that
recognises the best children's
book in the UK.

The story follows a street-
wise ginger cat who has the
perfect money-making scam.
He finds a kid who plays a
pipe, and also befriends his
very own horde of talking
rats. When they reach the

stricken town of Bad Blintz,
their con game goes awry.

Toby Genkel and Florian
Westermann will co-direct the
film. The movie is being pro-
duced by Sky, alongside 
Germany’s Ulysses Filmpro-
duktion and Hamburg-based
animation outfit Studio
Rakete, and the UK’s Can-
tilever Media, and Sheffield-
based animation company
Red Star Animation.

It is being made with the
support of the Pratchett 
estate and is produced in as-
sociation with Pratchett’s pro-
duction company Narrativia.

The film will be released
by Sky Cinema in the UK in
2022.

Pratchett, who died in
2015, wrote 41 novels as part
of the Discworld series.

FRENCH NUMBERS PRINTABLE WORKSHEET

INSPIRATION

Cressida Cowell, the British author of
masterful books including ‘How To
Train Your Dragon, the ‘Wizards of

Once Series’ shares her awesome tip.
“I’ve been an author for 20 years,

and hundreds of children, teachers
and parents have asked what one
thing can they do to encourage cre-
ativity and develop stories. My 
answer: have a notebook to
draw and write in just for the
fun of it. No one is allowed to
correct it – spelling, gram-
mar and handwriting don’t
matter in this one book.
What matters is that it’s a
place for ideas and enjoy-
ment. It’s for stories, or notes,

or drawings, or comic strips,
or ideas for films or little 

pictures of characters.
I started drawing

when I was young, and
I’ve kept notebooks
ever since. My hand-
writing and spelling
were terrible. I used
to spell my own
name “Crissida”.
But some of the sto-

ry ideas I had about
Vikings and dragons

eventually became the
‘How to Train Your Drag-
on’ book and film series.

For my most recent 
series, ‘The Wiz-

ards of Once’, I
kept an A3-sized
scrapbook for
five years." 

GET CREATIVE
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ONE NATION,
MANY CAPITALS

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET
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Laurie, Clarke
voice star in 'The Amazing Maurice'


