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ONLY 50% STUDENTS
WILL BE ALLOWED IN 
COLLEGES, NO HOSTEL
FOR ALL: UGC

EDUCATION

➤As per the UGC guidelines, only
a limited number of hostels can
be opened, strictly following safe-
ty and health regulations. Not
more than one student will be
allowed to stay in a hostel room,
it added
➤Online and distance education
will continue to be the preferred
method as before and will be fur-
ther promoted
➤Online classes will continue for
all other programmes, except sci-
ence, technology and research 
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B efore World War II,
pizza was mostly
enjoyed by Italian

immigrants in their home communi-
ties. During the occupation of Italy,
Allied troops began eating local foods
to supplement sometimes dwindling
rations. The local bakers could hardly
keep up with the US soldiers' demand
for pizza, and when they came home
after the war, they brought their love
for pizza back with them

The University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) has issued guidelines
for the opening of universities

and colleges. It has said that universi-
ties must ensure that not more than 50
per cent of the total students are pres-
ent at any time. DID

YOU
KNOW

BE AN AGENT
OF CHANGE

B
uilding on the growing momentum for climate
action, the United Nations has broadened its en-
gagement of global audiences. It has started a
new campaignto empower children to learn about

sustainability and act to protect the planet. The 'Climate
Action Superheroes' campaign targets kids under the age
of 12 as the agents of change.

 Eight quirky superheroes —
the Energy Expert, Fashion Fixer, Fume Fighter
Green Guide, Recycle Ranger, Truth Talker, Veggie
Vindicator and Water Wizard — engage children and
parents in fun missions on topics, such as reducing
single-use plastic, saving energy and water, fixing
and reusing clothes, eating more vegetables, and
sharing scientific facts
 Parents and children can discover the super-
heroes and their missions through a colourful, ani-
mated world built on the UN website
 Campaign materials include downloadable activi-
ty sheets, certificates of completion, animated
social media cards and stickers

The Climate Action Superheroes are a component
of the UN's ongoing ActNow campaign that
mobilises individual action on sustainability.
ActNow has so far seen close to one million cli-
mate actions logged through the campaign's chat
bot and mobile app, with a growing number of
people making climate action an integral part of
their daily life

Anupam Kher's new book celebrates
STRENGTH OF POSITIVE THINKING

A
ctor Anupam Kher’s new
book,  'Your Best Day Is
Today!', which is
set to be

released on December 5, is "a
journey of self-discovery,
willpower, small triumphs and
the strength of positive think-
ing", according to the author.
Drawing inference from per-
sonal experiences, it is a com-
pilation of learnings and
observations that are aimed
towards motivating the read-
ers to adapt to the changes in
their surroundings and adopt
a positive approach towards
their life," the publisher, Hay
House India, added.

The battle ahead of
us is long, but

together we will persevere.
Our resilience will bring us
back on the path of glory.
Something tells me that all of
us wrote the future during
this unprecedented time. A
future where the world would
be healed…a future where the
coming generations will look
up to us as the pioneers
of the healed world
ANUPAM KHER

FOR A CAUSE

Actor Tom Holland recently gave fans a
first look of ‘Spider-Man 3’. On Friday, the
24-year-old actor took to Instagram to share a

behind-the-scenes photo of himself dressed as the
character. The actor was also seen wearing a white
face mask. “Wear a mask, I’m wearing two...,” Tom
captioned the photograph, reminding fans to wear
their masks amid the coronavirus pandemic. Sever-
al of his fans and even actor Timotthee Chalamet
commented on the photo with laughter emojis.

To the delight of many Marvel
Cinematic Universe fans, it was
announced last year that Spider-
Man would not be leaving the
MCU anytime soon
After a public fallout in August

2019, Sony Pictures
Entertainment and The Walt
Disney Studios found a way to
work together, with the studios
revealing that they would be
teaming up once more to pro-

duce the third Spider-Man film,
starring Tom The movie is slat-
ed to be released in December
2021, five months after its initial
date, according to The Hollywood
Reporter

DOUBLE- MASKED! Pizza became a food
of the masses because
OF WORLD WAR II

World's smallest boat created with 3D printer

The world's smallest boat
measuring  30 mi-
crometres has been

created by researchers. The
boat, which is small enough
to float down a human hair,
was made using an electron
microscope and 3D printer by
the researchers from Leiden
University. 

The boat is one of
the many structures
they created to conduct
research on mi-
croswimmers, which
are small particles that
can float through flu-
ids and be observed
and tracked through a
microscope.

CELEB TALK

Vidya, who turned
producer with the film,
plays a homemaker in a
patriarchal setup

The film has also won
a prize money of
$2,500  `
1,85,497approx) and an
opportunity for a televi-
sion broadcast deal on
ShortsTV

‘Natkhat’, starring and co-produced by Vidya Balan,
has won the top prize at the third edition of Best Of
India Short Film Festival 2020, making it eligible for
an Oscar nomination.

VIDYA BALAN'S SHORT
FILM ELIGIBLE FOR
OSCAR NOMINATION

ENTERTAINMENT

T
he National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) on Monday
imposed a total ban on
the sale and use of fire-
crackers in NCR and

also ordered a similar ban in all
cities/towns where air quality falls
below 'poor'. The ban on fire-
crackers in NCR will start from
midnight of Nov 9 to midnight
of November 30.  

The order further stated that the cities/towns where air quality is
‘moderate’ or below, only green crackers be sold and the timings for

use and bursting of crackers be restricted to two hours during fes-
tivals, like Diwali, Chatt, New Year/Christmas Eve etc, as may

be specified by the concerned State. If nothing is specified
by the state, the timings will be 8-10 pm on Diwali and
Gurupurb, 6am-8 am on Chhatt and 11.55pm-12.30am dur-
ing Christmas and New Year's eve, the order read

The tribunal also
directed all the
states/UTs to initiate
drives to contain air
pollution from all
sources in view of
potential aggravation
of Covid-19

NGT imposes ban on
FIRECRACKERS

5 HOURS
That's the number of hours that parents are

spending playing video games in a week to connect
with their children, according to a new study.

A poll of 2,000 moms and dads found that 565 have
upped the amount of time they have spent playing
games online. Computer games are often seen as having
a negative influence on children, but 60% parents now
admit that their kids would have struggled through
lockdown without them. 

T NATARAJAN

E ven though SunRisers
Hyderabad couldn't make
it to the finals of the

Indian Premier League (IPL) 2020,
they were plenty of reasons for
the team to be proud of — one of
which was the performance of
left-arm pacer T Natarajan.  The
left-arm pacer bowled tthhee  mmoosstt
nnuummbbeerr  ooff  yyoorrkkeerrss  iinn  tthhee  sseeaassoonn
aanndd  wwaass  rreeggaarrddeedd  aass  tthhee  ''yyoorrkkeerr
kkiinngg''  ffoorr  hhiiss  hheerrooiiccss..  

 The 29-year-old finished
with 16 wickets from 16
matches and finds himself at
the 10th spot in the list of
leading wicket-takers in the
tournament before the final
 One of his yorkers, which
caught the eye of many was
against Royal Challengers
Bangalore in the Eliminator,
when he got the priced scalp
of AB de Villiers. In the 18th
over of RCB innings,
Natarajan stunned de Villiers
with a perfect yorker and hit
the timbre

The air condition of the
capital seems to be head-
ed towards a worrying
trend, after an AQI of 448844
wwaass  rreeggiisstteerreedd  iinn  AAnnaanndd
VViihhaarr  oonn  MMoonnddaayy,,  tthhee
wwoorrsstt  rreeaaddiinngg  tthhiiss  sseeaa--
ssoonn..  The average air qual-
ity index (AQI) is regis-
tered at 459. At PM 2.5,
thick smog was witnessed
in the surrounding areas. 

 Recently, alluding to 122 non-
attainment cities in 23 states and
Union Territories, which have been
consistently showing poorer air qual-
ity, the green tribunal had said that
it may have to consider direction to
prohibit the use of firecrackers dur-
ing the period air quality is beyond a
threshold to protect the health of the vulnerable groups.
 Non-attainment cities include Delhi, Varanasi, Bhopal, Kolkata,
Noida, Muzaffarpur, Mumbai, Jammu, Ludhiana, Patiala,
Ghaziabad, Varanasi, Kolkata, Patna, Gaya, Chandigarh etc

CAPITAL CHOKES
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If you base all your knowledge about robots and Artificial intelligence (AI) on movies and books, you’re
bound to be either terrified or disappointed whenever a new robot comes out. We have compiled responses
of AI researchers talking about the biggest myths in their field. Their answers (lightly edited) are below

NO ONE IS BUILDING
CONSCIOUS AI

To my knowledge, nobody, no one
who is publishing papers in the
main field of AI, is even working
on consciousness. I think there
are some neuroscientists who are
trying to understand it, but I’m
not aware that they’ve made any
progress. As far as AI people,
nobody is trying to build a con-
scious machine, because no one
has a clue how to do it, at all.  
Source: Commentary from Stuart Russell, a
Computer Scientist at the University Of California,
Berkeley

COMPUTERS DON’T
MAKE DECISIONS ON
THEIR OWN 
Computers have no wishes and
desires. The Jeopardy-playing IBM
supercomputer Watson has never
woken up and said, “Ah, I’m bored
of playing Jeopardy! I want to play
another game today.” And it will
never wake up and think, “I want
to play another game.” 
Source: Commentary from Toby Walsh, a professor
in AI at the National Information And
Communications Technology Australia

JUST BECAUSE A SYSTEM CAN
LEARN, DOESN’T MEAN IT WILL
LEARN TO BE DANGEROUS
I bring folks into the lab and I show them some of the
systems we’re building — some of them are robotic
learning systems so they get better at a task by practic-
ing it. In their minds they jump immediately from “Wow
you’ve got a system that can effectively roll across the
floor” to “Skynet.” It’s a misconception. 
Source: Commentary from Michael Littman, a Computer Scientist at Brown University

WE ALREADY HAVE SOME 
COMPUTERS THAT ARE SMARTER
THAN THEIR CREATORS
Chess is actually a good example — the programs are gen-
erally written by people who are fairly bad chess players.
As a programmer, you can write a program that can do a
task much better than you can, and the machine might
even learn how to do the task better over time.
Source: Commentary from Bart Selman, a Computer Scientist at Cornell
University

The truth is that you can have intelligent
machines that have no self conscience, no
ego, and have no self preservation instinct
because we build these machines. Evolution
gave us an ego and a self preservation
instinct because otherwise we wouldn’t have
survived. We were evolved by natural selec-
tion, but AIs are built by humans. We can build
machines that understand a lot of aspects of the
world while not having more ego than a toaster. 
Source: Commentary from Yoshua Bengio, a Computer Scientist at University
of Montreal.

U nderstandably, many have pandemic fatigue and
see the festival season as an opportunity to break
out of the doom and gloom. But if large scale fes-

tivals lead to large scale Covid cases and deaths, they are
simply not worth it. Besides, there is light at the end of the
tunnel with several Covid vaccines already in the final
stages of clinical trial. It’'s very likely some will be avail-
able early next year. 

Therefore, it makes sense to have low-key, smaller fes-
tivals this year so that we can redouble celebrations once
most people are vaccinated. Let’s be smart, follow guide-
lines and have safe festivals this time around. The ultimate
assessment of governments’ overall pandemic record too
will lie in whether they can stave off a festival surge now.Emmanuelle Charpentier (in pic) and Jennifer A. Doudna

became the first two female scientists to jointly win the
Nobel Prize in Chemistry, with no male collaborator. 

CRITICAL FOR GROWTH

In an IPL match between Delhi Capitals and Royal Challengers
Bangalore, the debate over the friction between the ‘spirit of
cricket’ and the laws of the game was foregrounded

R Ashwin of Delhi Capitals did not run out the non striker Aaron Finch even
though the latter had strayed outside the crease as the bowler was in the
process of delivering the ball. Ashwin would have been justified in running out
Finch. However, he refrained and let off the batsman with a warning. In a simi-
lar situation last year, Ashwin ran out a batsman and invited the wrath of crick-
et romantics who felt he violated the ‘spirit of the game’.

THE LAWS OF THE

GAME ARE CLEAR
Bowlers can run out batsmen in such situations.

There is a reason for it. If batsmen are allowed to

get away by breaking this rule, they reduce the

distance they have to cover between wickets

while taking a run. This literally allows them

to steal a single.

The visual image of Finch almost a yard or

two outside the crease was an example of

the incentives batsmen have to steal a sin-

gle if cricket romantics misguidedly believe

the laws of the game should be applied

selectively.

Covid compliance must be enforced
strictly during festival season

WE’VE MISCONSTRUED HOW
SMART MACHINES WILL ACT

FLAT-EARTHERS

T hat antediluvian (of or belonging to
the time before the biblical Flood)
ideas still persist in the age of rea-
son is known. While Pythagoras and

Ptolemy and the shadow of the earth during
lunar eclipses may not be enough to convince
hardline flat-earthers, rejecting the authentic-
ity of photographic evidence from space too
demonstrates a high degree of self-delusion. 

What remains unanswered by this
group is what the other lot—the majori-
ty—have to gain by repeatedly demon-
strating the Earth is round. And flat-
earthers certainly sound like they are
going over the edge when their answer
to what lies at the end of the world is,
“At this point in time, the Flat Earth
Society only concerns itself with the
known Earth, not what may or may not
lie beyond.” Unfortunately, it does not
seem likely that they will come round to
believing the truth, no matter what sci-
entific evidence is offered.

Members of the Flat Earth Society claim to believe the Earth is flat
even though evidence proves the opposite

The leading flat-earther theory holds that Earth is a disc with the
Arctic Circle in the center and Antarctica, a 150-foot-tall wall of
ice, around the rim. NASA employees, they say, guard this ice wall
to prevent people from climbing over and falling off the disc. 

WE NEED MORE
GIRLS IN STEM
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What they believe and why?

1. STEM academic streams have been stereotyped as a
male domain. Culture, rather than innate ability or
preference, keeps women out. India has the largest
cohort of those aged less than 30, half of them
women. If these women shun STEM, not just India, but
the world at large, would be deprived of a huge army
of researchers and engineers. 

2. In 2018, former IMF chief Christine Lagarde cited
Fund estimates that raising women's participation in
the workforce to the level of men can boost the
Indian economy by a whopping 27%. However,
women’s participation rate in the labour force has
steadily fallen to 20.5% in 2019 from 30.3% in 1990.
The trend needs to be reversed. India must have a
larger pool of women in well-paid jobs, leadership
roles and R&D functions.

FLAT-EARTH THEORY 

More girls should feel inspired to
choose science, technology, engineering
and maths (STEM) disciplines

CELEBRATE
SENSIBLY

Selective application of
‘spirit of cricket’ is unfair
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