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B
lood of Zeus, the highly-
anticipated web series
has become quite a
buzz amongst Greek
mythology fans. Created

by filmmakers Charley and Vlas
Parlapanides, the anime series is
set in the world of Greek
mythology, and revolves around
the adventures of protagonist
Heron, the son of Greek God Zeus,
as he tries to save heaven and
earth. As the mythological
figurehead who ruled as king of the
gods of Mount Olympus, Zeus
is both a loved and feared
persona in greek mythology,
inspiring countless stories.
Here are two fiction works
for beginners that are well
worth your time. 

YOUNG ZEUS BY G BRIAN
KARAS
Young readers up to the age of

12 will enjoy reading this witty tale
of Zeus as a child, navigating
complex family relationships and
finding his voice. Zeus gets help
from his companions: six monsters,
five Greek gods, and an enchanted 
she-goat. 

OLYMPIANS: ZEUS: KING OF THE
GODS BY GEORGE O’CONNOR
The author combines his love for
Greek mythology and classic
superhero comics to tell us how
these original superheroes of Greek
mythology were the inspiration for

modern superheroes,
including Superman,
Batman, the X-Men.
We are introduced 
to Zeus, the ruler of
the Olympian
Pantheon, who
narrates his story
from boyhood to his
ascendance to
supreme power. 

CHERILYN “CHER” HOROWITZ
Clueless, 1995

When Cher in a yellow 
Chanel skirt-suit pushes
away a boy, shouting

“Ugh! As if!”, you get the
glimpse of a spoilt, affected,
privileged and shallow rich
girl. She describes a fellow
classmate as: “No, she’s a
full-on Monet. It’s like a paint-
ing, see? From far away, it’s OK,
but up close, it’s a big old mess.”
Yet, she’s one of the most endearing
on-screen characters who finally
decides to use her social status as
Beverly Hills most popular girl for
some good for the community.
In the middle, she dabbles as an
amateur matchmaker who thinks
it’s her calling  to be the Prof
Higgins to Brittany Murphy’s (as Tai)
Eliza Doolittle. Cher, played brilliantly by
Silverstone, may be a loose adaptation of
Jane Austen’s ‘Emma’ yet director Amy
Heckerling creates a memorable character
that remains iconic even today.

BARRY NELSON
Contrary to popular belief, it wasn’t
Scottish actor Sean Connery who played
James Bond for the first time on screen.
American actor Barry Nelson played the
first Bond in ‘Casino Royale’ (1954) in a live
one-hour production for TV screens. At the
time he was offered the role, Nelson
was unaware that Bond was an
Englishman. In an interview
with ‘Cinema Retro’ in 2004,
he had said: “At that time
no one had ever heard of
James Bond… I was
scratching my head
wondering how to play it. I
hadn’t read the book or
anything like that because it
wasn’t well known."
TV: ‘Casino Royale’

DAVID NIVEN
British actor David Niven,
according to Ian Fleming,
was the perfect actor
and star in Hollywood
to play Bond. Though
Connery was hailed by
the audiences, Niven
starred in the
movie version of
‘Casino Royale’
in 1967, which
had a
humorous
and light
tone. 
Movie:
‘Casino
Royale’

TIMOTHY DALTON
British actor Timothy Dalton
joined the Bond franchise

after Moore opted out
because he thought he
was too old to play
Bond (1986-1994).
Dalton who was asked
to play Bond several

times in the past,
finally agreed,

though he
starred in just
two films.
Movies: ‘The
Living
Daylights’,
‘Licence to
Kill’

SEAN CONNERY
Undoubtedly, it was Scottish actor Sean
Connery who made James Bond the
iconic character that he is today.
Connery played the lead for two
decades (1962-1983), interrupted
only by a few years where George
Lazenby played Bond in ‘On Her
Majesty’s Secret Service’ (1969) and
David Niven in a lighter version of ‘Casino
Royale’ (1967). We may have our favourites

but it was Connery who made
the worldwide cash registers

ringing, which has
eventually led producers

to bet big on James
Bond as a character. The
film franchise’s superstar
status was attained solely
because of the then 32-

year-old Connery making
Bond famous in ‘Dr

No’ (1962).
Movies: ‘Dr No’,
‘From Russia With
Love’, ‘Goldfinger’,
‘Thunderball’, ‘You

Only Live Twice’,
‘Diamonds 
are Forever’, and
‘Never Say 

Never Again’

CHARACTER OF
THE WEEK

BOND
THROUGH
THE AGES

PIERCE BROSNAN
Irish actor Pierce Brosnan (1995-
2002), according to most, was the
perfect Bond. His good looks and
charm made him a believable
international playboy. Brosnan
while maintaining many
traditional aspects of
the character, did
away with his
habit of
smoking due
to strong
personal
beliefs. Brosnan
starred in four
extremely
successful
Bond films
through a
decade. 
Movies:
‘GoldenEye’,
‘Tomorrow
Never Dies’,
‘The World is
Not Enough’,
‘Die Another 

Day’

ROGER MOORE
The late Sir Roger Moore was the first British
actor to play James Bond in seven films (1972-
1985). One of fan favourites, Moore has a huge
following as the ‘best Bond ever’ even now.
Known for his gentlemanly ways in the
industry, and for his sense of humour
to fans worldwide, Moore had said
about playing Bond: “I mean, this
man is supposed to be a spy and
yet, everybody knows he’s a spy.
Every bartender in the world offers
him martinis that are shaken, not
stirred. What kind of serious spy is
recognised everywhere he

goes? It’s
outrageous.”
Movies: ‘Live
and Let Die’,
‘The Man
With the
Golden Gun’,
‘The Spy
Who Loved

Me’,
‘Moonraker’,

‘For Your Eyes
Only’,
‘Octopussy’, ‘A
View to Kill’

GEORGE LAZENBY
The Australian actor stepped in
after Connery left the Bond
franchise in 1967 (he was later
convinced to join again). As far
as the character development of
Bond is concerned, this is
an important film as it
marks a personal
milestone for Bond.
If you haven’t
watched it, we won’t
spoil the moment for
you. Lazenby was
nominated for
Golden

Globe as
lead actor

for this film.
Another

extremely
fascinating fact
about ‘On Her

Majesty’s Secret Service’ is
that it starred Diana Rigg
as the female lead; the
world knows Rigg
today as Lady Olenna
Tyrell from the TV
series ‘Game of
Thrones’. Rigg, who

recently died after
fighting cancer, was
mourned by Lazenby in a
beautiful Instagram tribute. He said:

“I’m so sad to hear of the death of
Diana Rigg. She undoubtedly

raised my acting game when
we made ‘On Her Majesty's

Secret Service’ together
in 1968-9.”
Movie: ‘On Her
Majesty’s Secret

Service’

DANIEL CRAIG 
(2005 TO NOW)
British actor Daniel Craig took up the role after
Pierce Brosnan called it quits in 2005. He was
impressed with the gritty yet fresh perspective of
the script for ‘Casino Royale’. A lot of things
changed fundamentally during this
time, as Bond moved away from a lot
of traditions. The focus was more on
his emotional journey to become a
cold-blooded assassin, displaying his
vulnerabilities. And Craig has played
the role with such panache that it’s
difficult to think who can fill his
shoes. Craig has starred in five
films, one awaiting release...
Movies: ‘Casino Royale’,
‘Quantum of Solace’,
‘Skyfall’, ‘Spectre’; ‘No
Time To Die’ (awaiting
release June 2021
tentatively) 

A look at the actors who made Ian Fleming’s
James Bond world-famous even as we await
the next film, ‘No Time To Die’

DID YOU KNOW?
Sarah Michele Gellar of ‘Buffy – The Vampire
Slayer’ fame was offered the role of Cher.
She had to refuse due to prior commitment. 
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W
ith the third 
season of
‘The Last
Kids on
Earth’

out we thought it best
to do a quick check-in
with you. Based on Max
Brailer’s bestselling
middle-grade book series
by the same name, the
Emmy Award-winning
animated web series is
about kids battling zombies.
In season one aka ‘Book 1’,
readers meet 13-year-old
Jack Sullivan trying his best

to survive the monster apocalypse
by laying low in his tree house.

Not that he fancies being
an open bait, so he has

armed his treehouse
with catapults, a
moat and plenty of
video games,
Oreos and
Mountain Dews to pass the time. But soon, he realises

that surviving alone isn’t a good idea
when facing zombies, winged
wretches, vine thingies, and Blarg

the gifted-monster. To
survive the monster-
infested town, 
Jack would need his wits

and people to help him. Enter
June, Quint and Dirk, who all
have the same idea. 

In season two, a 10-episode
series, titled ‘Book 2’ Jack and

his friends decide to put an
end to the crazy

zombie mayhem
once and for all.
And they do for
some time. BUT of
course, they were
foolish to think
that zombies

were just going to
kaboom out of town.

That’s where
season 3 begins...

Will you survive a
zombie apocalypse?

That’s so sick!
If you still think that a zombie
apocalypse is about as real as
the unicorn, then you probably
haven’t read about diseases that
exhibit zombie-like symptoms...
The sleeping sickness: When
parasites attack the brain and
cause its victims to have slurred
speech and loss of concentration.
Necrosis: Attacks specific groups
of cells causing a communication
breakdown between skin cells
and the nervous system. 

Creative writing
exercises 
to try
Make a list of 50
items that you
would have in your
apocalypse
survival guide.
Write about 
20 people you
could turn to
during a zombie
apocalypse, and
state why.

Did you know in
2017 a study done by

the students of University
of Leicester (UK) claimed

that a zombie attack would
wipe out the humans in
exactly 100

days?Nupur.Amarnath@timesgroup.com

W
hen Audrey Hepburn’s
‘Sabrina’ says this in the
eponymously titled movie, it
only gave fresh ideas to
filmmakers to use the

‘forever’ cultural capital of the world as the
right backdrop for their stories. The recent
series ‘Emily in Paris’ may not be the best
doff to the city but Paris has been a
compelling character — and not just a city —
in many movies. Here’s a look at movies that
capture the ‘je ne sais quoi’ of the City of
Lights in a way that you want it to be your
first stop once the pandemic is over. 

CASABLANCA (1942)
So while ‘Casablanca’ is set mostly in er…

Casablanca, Paris is shown in
the flashback. The city is the
backdrop to Rick (Humphrey
Bogart) and Ilsa’s (Ingrid
Bergman) whirlwind
romance, complete with
drives on the Champs-
Élysées, ballroom dancing,
and lots of champagne
and passionate kisses. It
is one of the greatest

love stories of our times and the
reason for one of the most memorable
dialogues in cinematic history:
“We’ll always have Paris”.

AN AMERICAN IN
PARIS (1951)
Gene Kelly as a struggling
American painter in
Paris, Jerry Mulligan, is
discovered by an
heiress who is more
interested in
him than his
art. But
Mulligan falls for
a young
French girl. Lots of
dancing, singing and
romantic confusions
abound. A 17-
minute-long,
dialogue-free
ballet choreographed by
the one and only Kelly is
the best bit of the movie.
The movie marked the
debut of Leslie Caron. Did
you know: the ballet was
filmed across 44 MGM
backlot sets and covers a
swath of French art history,

with nods to Toulouse-Lautrec, Renoir, and
more in the sets and costumes.

THE PINK PANTHER 
FRANCHISE (1963-1976)

Is there anything
more delightful
than watching the

inept Jacque
Clouseau (Peter

Sellers) go
after the elusive
Pink Panther
diamond. Sellers’
search takes him
around Paris
many times and his ridiculous French

accent will crack you up. Steven Martin did a
good enough job in the later reprise but less
said about our very own Aishwarya Rai, the
better.

AMÉLIE (2001)
This delightful Oscar-
winning movie maybe
French but has the “kind
of chocolate-box
Hollywood imagining” of
the city that made it a
worldwide hit. The quirky
rom-com follows the lead played by Audrey
Tautou going about observing strangers,
and flitting about the city. If you have seen
the movie, you’d carry the image of Paris
as shown here. It was filmed in 80 locations
and is a whimsical trip around the city.

PARIS, JE T’AIME (2006)
An anthology film, which calls on
22 directors to oversee 18
plotlines, all set in different
arrondissements throughout the
city. The stories are sometimes
extraordinary (there’s one about
vampires) but they are
emotional because of their
simplicity. It helps that the
human emotions are unraveling
through the beautiful city as a
backdrop, which becomes a

character in it self.

RATATOUILLE (2007)
It took a rat to show us the
real spirit of Paris – the
city of dreams, when
Remy the rat follows his
passion for cooking. The
city makes it happen for
him. To prepare for the film,
the filmmakers spent a
week there, visiting sights
and eating at famous

restaurants. The
movie embraces the romance,
culinary history, and feeling of

opportunity in the French capital.

HUGO (2011)
In ‘Hugo’, we experience the city in bits

from the titular character’s vantage point – a
clock tower at Gare Montparnasse
railway station. He peers out at
the city’s most famous
landscapes from up above as he
tinkers with his late father’s
automaton and continues to run
the clocks after his uncle goes
missing. Set in the 1930s, the
Martin Scorsese-directed movie
is visually stunning – a big-
hearted, lavishly played out feel-
good movie.

“Paris is always
a good idea”

Diana Rigg as Olenna
Tyrell in ‘Game of

Thrones’

Haimanti.Mukherjee
@timesgroup.com

‘The Last Kids
on Earth’



While he dominated opposition all over the world, his battles
with Australians grabbed headlines. This duel reached a

crescendo in Sharjah (1998). It was here that Tendulkar played two
of his best knocks in ODI. The first was when he single handedly took

India to the finals. The next was another peerless century on his birthday!

The unparalleled Test career of Donald Bradman
ended with an anti-climactic second-ball duck at the
Oval. Bradman's was clean bowled by Eric Hollies. He
finished his career with an iconic average of 99.94.

At the Berlin Olympics in 1936, Dhyan Chand
removed his shoes and played bare foot owing
to an injury. He took India to a victory scoring
6 more goals. Adolf Hitler couldn't bear the
humiliation and left before the game ended!

The five S’s of sports training are: stamina, speed, strength, skill, and
spirit; but the greatest of these is spirit
KEN DOHERTY

SIMPLY SPORTS
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 202004

There are legendary players and there are amazing venues. When the two meet, sparks fly, chemistry brews and a hit love story
emerges. Through centuries and matches, we have witnessed many such romances; be it Rod Laver creating magic at the grass

courts or Messi’s unparalleled footwork at Glasgow; Sachin Tendulkar’s best at Sharjah or Lewis Hamilton’s acceleration at the Canadian
Grand Prix, DEEBASHREE MOHANTY takes you down memory lane to showcase how this is a match made in heaven...  

13
wins at Roland Garros100

French Opens over 15 years

100 v/s 2 win-loss record

Rafael Nadal's
dominance in

numbers
Win-beldon!
THE GRASSHOPPERS

Roger
Federer

(Switzerland)

8 Wimbeldon titles. 10
consecutive grand slams (2005
Wimbledon to 2007 US Open)

Pete
Sampras 

(United States)

7 Championships, 7 Finals,
winning percentage 90%

Other greats on the grass include Bill Tilden (USA), Roy Emerson and Rod Laver of Australia

Speed Dating

Lewis Hamilton and Michael Schumacher have 7 wins
at Circuit Gilles Villenueve, Canadian Grand Prix

Alpsolutely for Sindhu The Bay Hill, Putt Of Course

Tiger Woods has won a staggering 8 times at the
Bay Hill Club and Lodge, Orlando 

A Desert Rose from Sharjah
to Sachin Tendulkar

When Don Got An Oval

The Don signs off with a duck, 1948

A Hit and no miss

Dhyan Chand at the
Berlin Olympics 1936!

I've been fortunate enough to play in some great stadiums in Europe with Barcelona but none compare to Celtic. The
atmosphere their fans create, make it a very special European night of football. The games against Celtic were special
and I want to remember them. It is the best atmosphere in Europe and we all want to experience that again.
Barcelona players and coaches have never hidden their admiration for the inspirational effect a cacophonous Celtic Park can have on their performances. Ronaldo, on

the other hand, scored more than 200 goals at the Bernabeu with an average of 1.16 goals a match! 

...Lionel Messi chooses The Celtic Park, GlasgowCristiano Ronaldo names Santiago Bernabeu
(Madrid) as the best stadium he has played in...

Le Rafa French Kiss 

Just us having a Ball here

PV Sindhu: “The St Jakobshalle in Basel, Switzerland
is special for me.” She won the BWF 2019
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