
I miss the outpouring
of love, hugs, kisses

D
uring the prolonged lock-
down and working from
home, the stark difference

in a teacher's life has been the
absence of personal interaction
with my students. Being a
preprimary teacher means re-
living being a mother. Hugs and
kisses are a part and parcel of
the child's time in school. I
miss that dearly.

Going back in time, I re-
member an incident, when two
of my students came back
from their Christmas vacation
with a mission to fill the wa-
ter tank at school… they
would keep  crying for reasons
unknown and cling to me for
dear life. My hands were full;
one hand for each child to
hold. The other teachers
would pull my leg saying "Ah,
here's Maha with her little

bodyguards".
With love, patience, frustration,

and time they finally settled down.
They even came back to visit us af-
ter going to the higher class. Their
faces would light up on seeing us,
and our hearts used to thump loud-
er to see their love. We wouldn't
want them to go.

How I wish those times are
back again!

Now they have moved on to a
higher class and to another build-
ing, but something draws both the
children and their parents back to
the place where it all began. When
they do come visiting, their coy
smiles and obvious love just brings
all the memories flooding. Price-
less to say the least.

MAHALAKSHMI SRIRAM, teacher,
Bethany High, Koramangala

O
n the occasion of International Girl Child Day, my primary concern is
to empower girls with education, empathy and emotional security. As
a woman, a mother, a homemaker and an educator I have often won-

dered: why is it so difficult for a girl child to be heard? When did we become
this patriarchal society where the role of a girl
is to follow certain norms? Why were their opin-
ions not sought? Why, after all the decisions are
arrived at, information is passed on to us or
sometimes that is also taken for granted.

This has to change. Let us pledge allegiance
that we stand up for their rights, we work to-
wards the upliftment of the girl child.

This year's theme for International Girl
Child Day is "My voice, our equal future." Let's
celebrate this day and the coming days with a
promise to give equal opportunities at home and
in the career front, to be recognized for their in-
tellectual abilities, free from gender-based vio-
lence. Let's help to achieve their dreams, ampli-
fy their leadership qualities and share their won-
derful stories to inspire others.

To sum it up, I would like to end with a quote:
When the whole world is silent, even one voice
becomes powerful. _  Malala Yousafzai.

V V SARITA, English teacher

Coin project, talks give
insights into Gandhian values
O

ctober  2, 1869 was when
a warrior of peace was
born _ Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi,

also known as the "Father of our
Nation".

Our school is an avid advocate
of Gandhian values. The school
embraces the five mantras of
Swaraj, Swadesh, Satyagraha,
Sarvodaya, Swadharma and also
exposes us students to the same.

On October 1, every student
began their journey of collecting
'Coins for the Country'. This ini-
tiative falls under Swadesh that
promotes the concepts of "me and
my country we grow together".
'Coins for the Country' is a proj-
ect which requires the students
to put aside coins. At the end of
the year, the coins are collected
and donated to communities who
are at a disadvantage.

On the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti, the school

arranged a live stream
with author of "The

Gandhi Experi-
ment", Margaret
Hepworth. She
shared an anecdote
of how two-third of

students during a workshop in
Australia weren't aware of Ma-
hatma Gandhi but, the same
bunch knew who Hitler was. She
spoke about the negativity pres-
ent in today's world and the im-
pact educating people about non-
violence would bring to the world

and that social issues can be tack-
led with Gandhian values.

On a closing note, she read out
Mahatma Gandhi's 'Prayer for
Peace' and asked the students to
write a message about Gandhi
that they would like to share with
the Australian students.

The school also organised a
webinar with Mahatma Gandhi's
grandson Rajmohan Gandhi. The
talk gave insights into Gandhi's
life, pre and post-independence.
He expressed the love and affec-
tion Gandhi had towards the
country and how he saw India as
his own family. The students also
learnt about the situations and
the environment around those
times.

He also spoke about the pres-
sure on children to score high
marks and suggested that they
look deeper into the meaning of
success.

Both the talks were inspira-
tional and helped the students en-
hance their knowledge about Ma-
hatma Gandhi and his values.

_VAMSHIKA RAGHAV and
VANIYA SHARMA, IBDP-1
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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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W
ritten nearly 200 years

ago, Louisa May Alcott's

Little Women continues

to be one of the most widely read

novels in the world. Even after

two centuries, people are still fas-

cinated by Meg, Jo, Beth, and

Amy's story, from their child-

hood days to adulthood. There

is something special about this

book that withstands the bar-

riers of time. One of my

favorite moments in

this book is when Jo

refuses the marriage

proposal from Lau-

rie. Most people usu-

ally assume that

the male and fe-

male leads of the

book are automati-

cally soulmates. I

loved how Jo chose

her literary

dreams over a

comfortable life

with Laurie.

The author Al-

cott herself never

married and took

care of her entire

family, thanks to

the success of her

books. She wanted

a similar fate for

Jo, although her

editor forced her to

get Jo married by the end of the

book.
But the true essence of the

book is the relationship between

the March sisters. I believe the

real reason people still read this

book after so many years is that

the love one feels for their

family is time-

less and eternal.

MANNAT SINGH,

class IX, Delhi

Public School -

East, Bengaluru

BOOK NAME:
Little Women

AUTHOR: 
Louisa May

Alcott

Reconnect with yourself, through

W
eekends. Most kids my age
think of the weekend as a time
to unwind; a time when they

can take a step back from the piles of
homework and assignments that their
teachers heap on them and just relax.
I, too, share the same mindset. 
During the weekend, I spend hours on
end strumming the guitar, freestyling
on the piano and singing like a croak-
ing frog. I may not have the most
melodious voice and I may not be the
best guitarist in town, but it makes me
happy. The
adrenaline
that rushes
through my
veins when I
press my cal-
loused fingers

against the fretboard, the
pure joy that fills my heart when I hit
the perfect note on the keyboard: the
exaltation that I feel in these moments
is indescribable. 
In my opinion, music provides the best
escape from reality. You need not be
Freddie Mercury or Beethoven to enjoy
the bounties that music offers. You
don't need to have the voice of a
nightingale or the skills of a guitar god
either. You just need to like a good

tune, and hey, who does-
n't love a good tune?
Everyone loves a good
song. If you listen to
some of the songs that
artists write, really lis-
ten, you'll find they
have a much

deeper meaning than they seem to
on the surface. Artists pour out
their heart and soul into their
music. One will often find oneself
relating to the words of a song and
how beautifully the musician who
has birthed that piece of art has
expressed themselves. Listening
to music offers us a chance to
reconnect with ourselves, a
chance that all of us should
take. 

LUBNA ASIF, 
class XI, Army
Public School
Kamaraj Road,

Bengaluru

AN EXPRESSION OF LOVE AND GRATITUDE

S
tudents of classes VI to  XI
pleasantly surprised the
teachers with a well-

planned digital cultural cele-
bration, followed by some won-
derfully curated games.

The SOI Student Council,
and the students of class X co-
ordinated to bring about a retro-
themed cultural show, taking
teachers back to the good old
days of television. Singing and
dancing to retro songs, students
had collated and stitched video
recordings, and the seniors had
presented a poem about how
teachers had adapted to Covid
times by adopting technology,

and delivering content daily
with a smile.

The seniors of class XI also
joined their juniors with a
heart-warming video of wish-
es to all their teachers, who they
said had made this year seem
like any other _  with the con-
tinuation of education without
any break.

Later during the day, stu-
dents organised a round of
games for teachers through a
web meeting, and hosted an IQ
quiz via an online quizzing app.

Deeply touched, teachers of
SOI forgot that it all happened
via an online platform - feeling
as if they were back in the
school quadrangle, with chil-
dren performing live. The
junior students also expressed
their love with videos, songs,
and poems sent to their
favourite teachers.

All the teachers of SOI ex-
press their heart-felt thanks to
our beloved students, who have
expressed their love and
warmth in so many ways! It was
a truly memorable day for the
teachers, and will be cherished
and remembered.

T
he school celebrated Teacher's
Day online, starting with a
teacher's day song by a student.

It was followed by a lovely message
by principal Im-
maculate. There
were songs,
dances, mes-
sages in various

languages, poems and more. Stu-
dents presented online greeting cards.
Almost 450 students and teachers took
part in the fun-filled, meaningful and
enjoyable programme.

Sophians keep the show going
and not even the pandemic can stop

them from any celebration.

-MATHEW

SCHOOL OF INDIA

SOPHIA
SCHOOL

Little girls with dreams
become women with vision

APPOLLO
NATIONAL PUBLIC
SCHOOL

A
mrita Varshini of
class XII was awarded
second place in the re-

cently concluded Young
Chef of India (Seniors) culi-
nary competition conduct-
ed by the International In-
stitute of Hotel Manage-
ment. The All- India com-
petition saw Amrita com-
pete in multiple rounds at
various levels, ousting at
least 100 other competitors.

The final round was ad-
judged by India's well
known culinary genius
Chef Ranveer Brar. Having
received a cash prize of
15,000, gifts and certificates
for the same, it goes a long
way in understanding the
level of competition and the
caliber of the participants.

Congratulations Amri-
ta! All the best in your culi-
nary journey!

I
t is really a challenging
phase for students with
more screen time.
I appreciate our school for

taking an effort to incorporate
SAPA music classes for stu-
dents. Our classes include all
aspects of music _ listening,
singing and playing notes. Dur-
ing these sessions, we en-
courage our students to play
any instrument of their
choice. It is a delight to watch
the young ones do wonders.
Most of the students of class-
es VI and VII participate with
excitement to showcase their

talent.

Music not only activates
our brain, especially those
parts which are associated
with movement, attention and
memory, but also makes us feel
relaxed and cheerful.

We are glad that we are
helping students calm down
and allow them to take a break
from their routine.

-SAVITHA SATHISH, music
educator (SAPA)

A DELIGHTFUL MUSICAL SHOWCASES TALENT

ST JOSEPH'S BOYS' HIGH SCHOOL

SISHU GRIHA
HIGH SCHOOL
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YOUNG CHEF WINS ACCOLADES

FOR CULINARY SKILLS

SILVER OAKS
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL 
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It’s beco-
ming obvious
that it’s not
easy chasing in
the two venues
of Dubai and Abu
Dhabi, which are
comparatively larg-
er than the usual
grounds in India. Scoring
boundaries is not a piece
of cake and when batsmen
try to accelerate they
more often than not get
out. Sixes have
largely had to be
earned, not served
on a platter.

‘Delhi Capitals, Mumbai Indians
look like two best teams’

I was surprised to get at the top of the
order but really enjoyed it, I got the team

off to a good start and most importantly, a good
win. It was good to bat at the top of the order. I am
just trying to contribute with both bat and
ball. Sam Curran, all-rounder CSK

04 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2020

“Just believe in yourself. Even if you don’t pretend that you do and,

and some point, you will.”

Venus Williams
SIMPLY SPORTS

Neymar overtakes Ronaldo
to become Brazil’s

second-highest scorer

It seems so! Out of the 29 matches played so far, the team batting first has won overwhelmingly 23 times (79%).
But, why are the odds stacked against the chasing side? Let’s decode…

In the UAE, chases involve a lot of running
between the wickets and humid conditions
at night suck the life out of players.
Remember, CSK captain MS Dhoni who was
batting in the last overs against the
Sunrisers Hyderabad looked tired and jaded
as he battled a ‘dry throat’ in the UAE
heat. Asked about his struggle towards the
end as he seemed to have lost steam in the
searing heat, Dhoni said,” I tried to get as
much time as possible. It is
quite dry out here. So,
the throat gets dry
and you start to
cough. When
you have
legal signs,
you can
take some
time off.”

TAKING SINGLES AND DOUBLES
ADDS TO FATIGUE

Writing in espncricinfo.com, Karthik Krishnaswamy says chasing teams aren’t
maximising the powerplay. “Chasing teams in IPL 2020 are scoring significantly
slower through the powerplay than in any recent season. The run rate over the first
six overs for chasing teams is 7.23 - it’s only been lower twice, in 2009 (7.10) and
2013 (7.02).” It’s not been easy to bring the run rate under control in death overs.

Initially, teams opted
to bowl after winning
the toss, but it led to
5 successive losses
for individual teams.
Now, captains prefer

to bat first as
chasing teams
have usually floun-
dered.

Surprisingly, chas-
ing teams have won

70% of matches in
Dubai until this IPL.
At Sharjah and Abu
Dhabi, 60%.

TOSS HAS BECOME
A DECISIVE FACTOR

Is BATTING FIRST becoming
an advantage in UAE?
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‘Really enjoyed batting as an
opener against SRH’ 

Neymar scored a hat-trick
to become the second

highest scorer in Brazil’s
history as the Copa

America champions won
4-2 away to 10-man Peru

in a World Cup qualifier. 

It’s such a close tournament, so many ups and downs, but clearly Mumbai
Indians & Delhi Capitals look like the two best teams — form-wise and per-
sonnel-wise. KKR, in my opinion, got a real bonus win against CSK. They are

my third team. The fourth team for me is between Rajasthan Royals and
Sunrisers Hyderabad. Ajit Agarkar, former Indian cricketer

Q1:
In which year did the open
era in tennis begin?

a) 1904  q b) 1968  q c) 1947  q

d) 1962  q

Q2:
Which ranking system is
considered official in

men’s professional tennis? 
a) The ATP Rankings  q b) FIFA Ranking  q

c) Herald Ranking  q d) None of the above  q

Q3:
Who is the only man in
history to win 13 singles

titles at the grand slam event at
Roland Garros? 

a) Rafael Nadal  q b) Novak Djokovic  q

c) Roger Federer  q d) Don Budge  q

Q4:
Serena Williams won her
maiden Grand Slam title at

the US Open in which year? 
a) 1999  q b) 2000  q

c) 2001  q d) 2002  q

Q5:
Who is the current world
number one men’s singles

tennis player? 
a) Rafael Nadal  q b) Novak Djokovic  q

c) Roger Federer  q d) Don Budge  q

Q6:
Identify this famous
tennis player? 

a) Ashleigh Barty  q b) Naomi Osaka  q

c) Simona Halep  q d) Karolina Pliskova q

Q7:
Who defeated tennis
player Bobby Riggs in the

famous “Battle of the Sexes”? 

a) Margaret Court  q b) Billie Jean King  q

c) Evonne Goolagong Cawley  q

d) Martina Navratilova q

Q8:
Who did John McEnroe
defeat in the final to win

his first Wimbledon singles title? 
a) Pete Sampras  q b) Ivan Lendl  q

c) Jimmy Connors  q d) Björn Borg  q

Q9:
Who is the only Australian
aboriginal to win

Wimbledon? 
a) Dianne Belstrat   q b) Evonne Goolagong    q

c) Nancye Bolton  q d) Jill Blackman  q

Q10:
Recently, which
Spanish tennis player

has been suspended for four
years and fined $15,000 after
being convicted of courtsiding?
a) Gerard Joseph Platero Rodriguez  q

b) Carlos Moyá Llompart  q c) Rafael Nadal

q d) Nick Krygios  q

Q11:
Recently who become the
the first Polish tennis

player ever to capture a major
singles title? 
a) Anett Kontaveit  q b) Ashleigh Barty  q

c) Iga Swiatek  q c) Markéta Vondroušová  q

Q12:
Who became the first
female Egyptian to

qualify for the main draw in the
French Open? 
a) Mayar Sherif  q b) Magi Nader Aziz  q

c) Ismail El-Shafei  q d) None of the above  q

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
SPORTS QUIZ | Tennis

Delhi Capitals team
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C
hennai Super Kings (CSK) all-rounder
Sam Curran has said that playing as an
opener against SunRisers Hyderabad
came as a surprise to him, but he also ad-

mitted that he enjoyed playing the role for his
side. His remark came as CSK defeated SRH by
20 runs on Tuesday at the Dubai International
Stadium. David Warner-led SunRisers Hyderabad
failed to chase down the target of 168, after being
reduced to 147/8. For CSK, Karn Sharma and
Dwayne Bravo scalped two wickets each. ANI

BIGGER GROUNDS,
BIGGER TASK

TEAMS AREN’T
MAXIMISING THE POWERPLAY

ANSWERS: 1 b) 1968   2 a) The ATP Rankings
3 a) Rafael Nadal   4 a) 1999
5 b) Novak Djokovic   6 a) Ashleigh Barty
7 b) Billie Jean King   8 d) Björn Borg
9 b) Evonne Goolagong   10 a) Gerard Joseph
Platero Rodriguez   11 c) Iga Swiatek   12 a)
Mayar Sherif




