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L eBron James on Sunday
became the first player to
lead three different NBA

teams to championships, helping
the LA Lakers beat Miami Heat in
the NBA Finals in six games. It was
James's fourth NBA championship,
having won two with Miami (2012-
13) and one with Cleveland (2016).
The 35-year-old also won the MVP
award (most valuable player) for
the finals, his fourth of the career,
strengthening his claim to be the
greatest NBA player of all time.

SERIES ADAPTATION OF ‘A SUITABLE
BOY' TO PREMIERE ON NETFLIX ON
OCTOBER 23 

Streaming platform Net-
flix has announced that
the much-awaited series

adaptation of 'A Suitable Boy'
by filmmaker Mira Nair will
premiere on October 23.
Adapted from author Vikram
Seth's classic novel of the
same name, the six-part dra-
ma has already been aired on
BBC in the UK and Ireland. 
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T
hat’s the amount of microplastics,
broken down from the masses of rub-
bish, which is entering the oceans
every year, according to Australia's

national science agency. The quantity of the
tiny pollutants is 25 times greater than what
the previous localised studies had shown,
the agency said, calling it the first global es-
timate of sea-floor microplastics.

Though scientists recognise plastic
pollution as an important ecological
issue, little is known about plastic

accumulation near the sea bottom,
and what impacts it might have on

marine life and ecosystems

1Microplastics, which are less than 5 mm
in length (the size of a rice grain), are
easily ingested by the sea creatures

2They include tiny pieces of degraded
plastic, and synthetic fibres as well as
plastic beads used in cosmetic items,
and even in toothpaste and laundry
powder soap

3Microplastics are also the result of larger
plastic debris that degrades into smaller
and smaller pieces

The story focuses on a 19-year-old
university student, Lata, por-
trayed by newcomer Tanya
Maniktala, who struggles with her
life being mapped out, thanks to
the old traditions and an over-
bearing mother, who wants to find
her a suitable husband

Indian beaches awarded 'Blue Flag'8 

Eight beaches of India, spread across
five states and two union territo-
ries, have been awarded the ‘Blue

Flag’ by an international jury. The beach-
es of Shivrajpur (Dwarka-Gujarat),
Ghoghla (Diu), Kasarkod and Padubidri
(Karnataka), Kappad (Kerala), Rushikon-
da (Andhra Pradesh), Golden Beach
(Odisha) and Radhanagar (Andaman &
Nicobar Islands) have bagged the awards. 

According to the ministry of envi-

ronment, forest and climate change, In-
dia has also been awarded the 3rd Prize
by the International Jury under the 'In-
ternational Best Practices' for pollution
control in the coastal regions. 

Terming it as a "proud moment" for
the country, Union environment minis-
ter Prakash Javadekar said, the certifi-
cation is a global recognition of India's
conservation and sustainable develop-
ment efforts.

➥ A Blue Flag beach is an eco-
tourism model endeavouring to
provide the tourists or beachgo-
ers clean and hygienic bathing
water facilities, safe and healthy
environment and sustainable
development of the area.

➥ The Blue Flag certification is a
globally-recognised eco-label
accorded by the ‘Foundation for
Environment Education, Denmark’ 

➥ The Blue Flag beaches are con-
sidered the cleanest beaches of
the world

➥ The Blue Flag was created 
in France in 1985, as a pilot
scheme from the Office of the
Foundation for Environmental
Education in Europe 

NEW FINDINGS TRIGGER
HOPE FOR SIGNS OF LIFE
ON ASTEROID BENNU

As a NASA spacecraft gets ready for the
historic moment to grab a sample from
asteroid Bennu's surface on October

20, scientists on the mission are hopeful that
the hydrated minerals and organic materi-
al will likely be present in the collected sam-
ple, finally revealing some signs of life in the
alien world. Scientists suspect that the de-
livered sample of Bennu may be unlike any-
thing we have in the meteorite collection on
Earth, NASA said.

➤OSIRIS-REx will depart Bennu in 2021 and
deliver the sample to Earth on Sept 24, 2023
➤Scientists say carbon-bearing, organic
material is widespread on the asteroid's sur-
face ➤These materials are present at the
mission's primary sample site, Nightingale,
where OSIRIS-REx will make its first sample
collection attempt on Oct 20➤This organic
matter may contain carbon in a form often
found in biology or in compounds associated
with biology. ➤Scientists say the collected
samples will answer questions about the ori-
gins of water and life on Earth.

Go Viral! An online game
to spot fake Covid news

In a bid to help people spot fake
news and misinformation dur-
ing the coronavirus pandem-

ic, a 'social media' style game has

been launched by the researchers
from the Cambridge University in
association with the UK govern-
ment, said a Daily Mail report.

GLOBAL HONOUR

1Called 'Go Viral!
'the browser-

based game puts play-
ers in the shoes of a
purveyor of fake pan-
demic news; the aim is
to build your notoriety
amongst other ped-
dlers of piffle. 

2 According to the
developers, it

gives people a taste of
some of the techniques used to spread fake news, so that they can
better spot — and disregard — such information in future. 

3 The game, which takes five to seven minutes to play, introduces play-
ers to the basics of online manipulation in the era of coronavirus.

4 It acts as a simple guide to common techniques: using emotional-
ly- charged language to stoke outrage and fear, deploying fake

experts to sow doubt, and mining conspiracies for social media 'likes'.

5 A study from the team behind the game found that a single play of
a similar game can reduce susceptibility to false information for at

least three months. (SOURCE: DAILY MAIL)
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GAMING ZONE

The Netherlands
was the first coun-
try to ban plastic
microbeads in cos-
metics and person-
al care products in
2014; the United
States followed
suit in 2015. But
many other 
countries continue
to allow their use

LET’S 
MAKE THIS 
PLANET  
PLASTIC-FREE 

Send your replies, contributions and
letters to the editor on

toinie175@gmail.com/timesnie175
@gmailcom 

You can also post your articles, 
paintings, sketches, debates, concerns
and feedback on www.toistudent.com
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WHAT: Astronomers have cap-
tured the moment a su-

permassive black hole shredded a
star the size of our sun, releasing im-
ages showing the devastating process
in unprecedented detail. The burst of
light from a nearby star falling into
a supermassive black hole — after
being torn into shreds— is called
'spaghettification'. 

HOW:Using telescopes from the
European Southern Obser-

vatory (ESO), they were able to moni-
tor the light flaring from the process —
known as a tidal disruption event —
from a black hole just over 215 million
light years from the Earth.

They observed the star being phys-
ically torn apart as it was sucked into
the black hole's giant maw. Over a six-
month period, the flare — dubbed
'AT2019qiz' — grew brighter as more ma-
terial was torn into the hole by extreme
gravitational forces, before fading away.
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Spaghettification

X-PLAINED

THE PROCESS

THE SIGNIFICANCE
Capturing this so-called 'tidal dis-
ruption event' will help experts
better understand the supermas-
sive black holes, and their effect on
the surrounding matter

The mass of black holes can deform
stars — like the moon deforms the
Earth's oceans to create tides — to
such a degree that matter is
pinched out into a thread.
This elongated stand of material is
then sucked towards the black
hole's event horizon — emitting a
bright light as it circles the hole
and is devoured

LEBRON

Michael Jordan is a record
six-time championship win-
ner and six-time MVP in the
finals. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
still leads the all-time 
scoring record
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Leadership lessons from
Presidential Debates  

1. Keep the Focus on Your Story
When facing a competing vision or a dogged detrac-

tor, the urge to focus on countering their claims
can be overwhelming, but it’s rarely a good idea.

2. What You Say Isn’t Nearly as
Important as How You Say It
Donald Trump’s success in the 2016 election
cycle, of course, doesn’t hinge on his rock-
solid recall or his ability to marshal facts and

figures — it comes from his ability to paint a
vivid, gripping picture and tap into his audi-

ence’s world view. 

3. A Hostile Opponent Can Be Turned to
Your Advantage

The debates have taught us never to take our 
opponents lightly. When you least expect it; they will

bounce back. So always be aware! 

4. Concentrate on the Converts You Can Win
There will always be some people (friends or family) who
have not decided which side they are on. One must focus on
such people sitting on the fence. 

5. Preparing for the Questions Is Only Half 
the Job

Apart from producing concise, clear answers, one
should be prepared to face difficult questions

and situations. Not every debate will be a
cakewalk and you have to be at

your convincing best.  

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET
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Global Impact of the 
2020

US
Election

T
he leader of the free world is
facing re-election, and issues
such as Covid-19, racism, the
economy and the environment
are taking the spotlight. Very

few polls will matter like 2020’s particu-
larly for our country.

We have seen the Indo-US alliance grow
over the last few decades.

Militarily: USA often offers to medi-
ate India’s border conflicts and India joined
the Quad. 1991’s liberalisation marked our
economic and foreign policy moving 
towards the US. America has also been a
job market for Indian professionals (espe-
cially in the IT sector). So what does this
mean for the world and India? Presi-
dent Trump holds anti-immigration views
and is keen on protecting  “American jobs”,
even restricting H-1B visas (typically held
by Indians). But Trump’s alliance with PM
Narendra Modi might still attract Indian
American votes.

Joe Biden on the other hand has
promised to be less harsh with green
card quotas and revoke the H-1B 
restrictions. He has also released a 
policy document for Indian Americans to
tackle hatred and provide millions illegal
immigrants a path towards citizenship.

Ex-VP Biden has always stressed on
the importance of multilateral institutions
and has vowed to rejoin the WHO on his
first day as president, he has also wanted
to normalise relations with China for which
Trump has labelled him as “WEAK”.
President Trump believes in curbing Chi-
na’s growing influence by putting Chinese
giants Huawei and Tik Tok under fire and

has called for a probe into
China’s handling of the

pandemic. Many
have claimed that Trump is

alienating America’s his-
torical allies and getting clos-

er to oligarchs, a trend
that Biden hopes to 

reverse.

Biden’s pick of Kamala Harris for
VPOTUS is historic. Currently, India 
remains divided over her. India’s left-wing
has always liked her and seen her as a ray
of hope who can call out right wing atroc-
ities, while the right labels her as “anti 
India”, for her views on Kashmir and the
CAA. While Indians see Senator Harris
as one of our own, she has only recently
publicised her Indian roots, usually
identifying as African American.
Though, she most likely will not explicit-
ly call out the Government of India for fear
of ruining relations.

But with the pandemic spiralling out

of control, outrage against the law 
enforcement agencies and back to back 
environmental crises plaguing the US, the
next President will probably not turn to
foreign policy as fast as we would expect.
But as for now the world will have to anx-
iously wait and hope for the best before the

results come out.

The back-to-back environmental crises plaguing
the United States may result in the next President
to turn to foreign policy as fast as we would expect,
says our Student Political Reporter

Durga Basu
Class IX, Vasant

Valley School,

New Delhi

She has a keen

interest in

Human Rights,

politics and the

policy decisions

taken by govts

all over the

world

Kamala Harris

➤ Be our Political Reporter, write to us about policies, etc.
at timesnie175@gmail.com under the subject ‘Polit Bureau’ 

➤ Keep iit ssimple aand sstay ffocused. It’s easy
to get caught up in every detail about a 

particular issue, especially if this is one of
your only political posts and you feel like you

need to get it all out. 

➤ Make ssure yyour aaudience kknows wwhy iit’s rrelevant
to tthem rright aaway. This is good advice for any article,

but more than ever, your first line or two needs to be
carefully crafted. 

➤ Get aan oofficial sstatement. This sounds daunting, but you
don’t always have to call an officer to get one. Almost
every governmental agency posts dozens (and sometimes
hundreds) of press releases on their website or on their
official Twitter handles each week. If you write about 
technology, look at the relevant ministry website. If you’re
writing a post about your city’s school system, look at the
Department of Education website. Using iit llends ccredibility
to yyour aarticle.

★
★

The House of
Jaipur
by John Zubrzycki
A biography of Jaipur’s royal family,
the book is full of lesser-known facts
and anecdotes about one of the most
popular and glamorous royal families
in India. The story is centered around
Maharaj Sawai Man Singh 2 and
Gayatri Devi, popularly known as Jai
and Ayesha, and captures how the
royal household transitioned from
pre-Independent India, where royals ruled most parts of the 
country, to the present times. 

You Just Got
Cheated:
Understanding
White Collar
Crimes
by Sibichen K Mathew

An IRS officer analyses a variety of
white collar crimes in areas like

investment, health, education and even religion by examining 
regulatory and enforcement issues and suggests measures to curb
them in his new book. In the book author, commissioner of Income
Tax, seeks to provide insights on the nature of these crimes, the
‘how’ and ‘why’ of such frauds with anecdotes and examples.

NEW READS TRIVIATRIVIA

Recycle your plastic bottles

2
Before you recycle your plastic bottles,
put them to use by filling them with bird-
seed. Then, cut a couple of inch-wide

slits for birds to stick their heads in. 

Reuse the mesh
packaging to
store toys/
toiletries

3
Attach two hooks to
the walls of your
bathroom and fill the

mesh bags with your 
toiletries. The mesh easily
drains the water and is
already designed to 
support a decent amount of
weight. (BI)

Plant a herb garden in an
egg carton

1 ■ Start by picking out a couple of seeds
of your favourite herbs. Then, fill your
egg carton with soil and sow each seed

depending on the herb’s requirements.
Finally, give your seeds some water, sun-
light, and enough time to sprout.
■ Once your seeds have sprouted, you can
tear off each paper cup and plant them
directly in your gar-
den or pot. Egg car-
tons make for an easy
option because the
cardboard will break
down on its own as
your plant roots itself
in its new pot.

HOME SCIENCE
EVER WONDERED
WHICH NUTS ARE
USED IN MARZIPAN?
Marzipan is a confection consisting of

sugar or honey and almond meal
(ground almonds), sometimes
augmented with almond oil.

Q.1) The chairman-
ship/presidency of
the UN Security
Council rotates
among the Council
Members....
A. Every 6 months
B. Every 3 months
C. Every year
D. Every month

Q.2) Which of the
following is not a
chief organ of the
United Nations
Organisation

(UNO)?
A. International Labour
Organisation
B. Security Council  
C. International Court 
of Justice 
D. General Assembly

Q.3) The title of
‘sparrow’ (meant for
exceptional bravery)
was given to....
A. Napoleon 

B. Major General
Rajinder Singh 
C. T T Krishnamachari 
D. Sardar Patel

Q.4) Jude Felix is a
famous Indian 
player in which of
the fields?
A. Volleyball
B. Tennis 
C. Football D. Hockey

A N S W E R S

QUIZ TIME (MIXED BAG)

KNOWLEDGE BANK (UNIVERSE)

1.D) Every month 2. C) International Labour
Organisation 3. B) Rajinder Singh 4.D) Hockey

Earth: Earth is a squashed sphere with a generous waistline. At the
Equator, the circumference of the globe is 40,075 kilometres. You would
weigh less at the Equator than if standing at one of the poles. The ground
you are walking on is recycled. Earth’s rock cycle transforms igneous
rocks to sedimentary rocks to metamorphic rocks and back again.
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