
➤ An educator tells us
how to inculcate self
regulation skills in our
daily lives and the
importance of it

➤ Times NIE presents the
Children’s Climate Prize
2022 nominees. Check out
their eco-friendly solutions

➤ Learn more about the
‘ghost words’ which are
words recorded in a diction-
ary or other reference work
but not actually used

➤ Diogo Dalot helped
Portugal beat Czechs
in Nations League
match
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R
ecently, the James Webb Space
Telescope cast its powerful gold-
plated eye onto Neptune’s remote
world. The power of this infrared

machine, the largest and most advanced telescope
ever sent to space, has provided some of our best
views of Neptune in 30 years. It took just a few
minutes for the telescope to image Neptune close
up, and an additional 20 to take a wider view,
revealing not just the planet but myriad galaxies
behind it stretching into the cosmos.

Having an orbital period of 164.79 years,
Neptune has circled the Sun only once since its
discovery in September 1846

1Most prominent in the tele-
scope’s view are Neptune’s
rings, seen encircling the

planet at a slight tilt given its ori-
entation to Earth. The Webb tele-
scope will allow astronomers to
measure the reflectivity of the
rings, offering an unmatched
insight into this remote spectacle.
New images could reveal the size
and composition of these thin
bands, which are probably made of
ice and other debris

2Across the planet there are
bright spots believed to be
clouds of methane ice, which

rise high into the planet’s skies
and can persist for days

3Webb images also show
seven of Neptune’s 14
moons. The brightest is

Triton, the planet’s largest moon,
which scientists suspect was cap-
tured by Neptune’s gravity early in
the solar system’s history. In
infrared images, Triton’s frozen
nitrogen surface makes it shine
like a star, brighter than Neptune
itself, because methane dims the
planet in infrared light

Q: WILL SUCH INITIATIVES PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY? 
SHARE YOUR VIEWS AT TOINIE175@GMAIL.COM

NEPTUNE IS A DEEP BLUE-
COLOURED PLANET, IN 
CONTRAST TO URANUS’ 
PALER BLUE COLOUR
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The Mahatma: The Man, The Moment
I believe that Gandhi’s views were the most enlightened of all the political 

men in our time. We should strive to do things in his spirit: not to use 
violence in fighting for our cause, but by non-participation 

in anything you believe is evil  Albert Einstein

Mahatma & I
Teachers and students tell us 
what Gandhi means to them and 
what teachings they take 
inspiration from

Mahatma in Pictures
Chronicling the key moments from 
the life of Mahatma Gandhi from 
the Times Archives

Get booked by Mahatma
Must-reads about Gandhi and his 
famous quotes that still continue 
to live beyond his years

Mahatma on Reels
Not the Instagram variety. We 
celebrate the life and vision of 
Gandhi via movies about him, his 
life, his teachings

I love Mahatma
His teachings have inspired 
many generations. 
We feature celebrities 
who adore Gandhi

India is Mahatma Gandhi and he is India. On his 153rd birday, we relive e magic 
of e Mahatma rough e audacity of his dreams, e grandeur of his vision and e 
magnificence of his ought. In a world yet unacquainted wi e quiet force of peace, 
Gandhi brought in a new way of fighting for and reclaiming what’s yours. In doing 
so he became an inspiration not only to ose in his time but for everyone ereafter. 
On his birday, we put togeer a special issue celebrating…

THE MAGIC OF MAHATMA

   Inspiring Words    Students Voices
Teacher Talk    Life Lessons    Quotes

AND lot’s MORE IN THIS 
COLLECTOR’S EDITION

Date of release: 
September 30, 2022

RAJYA SABHA TO
DROP 'NO SIR' USAGE

I n a significant decision, the Upper House of
Parliament's secretariat has directed vari-
ous ministries to use gender-neutral terms
from the next Parliament session. The

move follows in response to a letter written by
Shiv Sena MP Priyanka Chaturvedi to parliamen-
tary affairs minister Prahlad Joshi seeking to
change the usage of phrases such as ‘no sir’,
which is often used in replies in the House. In her
letter dated September 8, the Maharashtra MP
had said that it was “concerning to observe insti-
tutional gender mainstreaming” by Parliament,
which is a “temple of democracy.”

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
 In the European Parliament,
words like 'mankind' has been
replaced by 'humanity', ‘manpower’
replaced with ‘humanity’ or ‘staff’.
‘Political leaders’  preferred to
‘statesmen’ and items are called
‘artificial’ or ‘synthetic’ rather
than man-made. ‘Businessperson’
chosen over businessman or busi-
nesswoman. ‘Chair’ used instead of
‘Chairwoman’. ‘Chairperson’ is dis-

couraged because "the tendency
has been to use it only when refer-
ring to women"

UNITED NATIONS
The UN guidelines calls for gen-
der inclusive wordings such as:
When referring to generic subjects,
plural antecedents may be used in
order to avoid gendered pronouns.
It says, rather than saying, he/
himself, use they, themselves

 Similarly, it also calls for
omitting gendered words like
his/ her
 Encourages passive words.
Such as: the passive voice is not
an appropriate option for all
sentences in English, as employ-
ing the passive voice often
changes the emphasis of the
sentence. However, it does offer
an option for avoiding gendered 
constructions

 “The ministries will be informed to fur-
nish gender neutral replies to the parlia-
mentary questions from the next session of
Rajya Sabha onwards,” said the director of
the secretariat’s committee section
Swarabji B in his response
 The secretariat added that all proceed-
ings in Rajya Sabha are addressed to the
Chair as per conventions and rules of pro-
cedure and conduct of business

HOW WORLD BODIES ARE USING GENDER-NEUTRAL COMMENTS

Neptune and its rings come into
focus with Webb telescope

VIEWPOINT No spacecraft has visited Neptune since
1989, when the NASA probe Voyager 
flew past on its way out of the solar 

system

FROM THE 
EYES OF WEBB

(Source: Britannica.com)

ALL ABOUT
NEPTUNE

 Neptune was discovered in 1846,
and is the farthest planet in the
solar system. The blue planet is
seven times the size and 17
times the mass of the Earth.
According to NASA, Neptune
revolves in the darker region of
the outer solar system, making
high noon on the planet compara-
ble to Earth's dim twilight

 It is the third-most massive
planet of the solar system and the
eighth and outermost planet from the
Sun. Because of its great distance
from Earth, it cannot be seen with the
unaided eye. With a small telescope, it
appears as a tiny, faint blue-green
disk

 Neptune is named after the Roman
god of the sea, who is identified with
the Greek deity Poseidon, a son of the
Titan Cronus (the Roman god Saturn)

and a brother of Zeus
(the Roman god
Jupiter)

 Neptune’s orbit is almost perfectly
circular; as a result, its distance from
the Sun varies comparatively little
over its nearly 164-year period of rev-
olution

 Like other giant planets, Neptune
consists primarily of hydrogen, heli-
um, water, and other volatile com-
pounds, along with rocky material,
and it has no solid surface

Y
outh activists staged a coordinated “global climate strike” on
Friday to highlight their fears about the effects of global warm-
ing and demand more aid for poor countries hit by wild weather.

Protesters took to the streets in Jakarta, Tokyo and Berlin carrying
banners and posters with slogans such as ‘We are worried about the
climate crisis’ and ‘It's not too late’. The demonstrations were organ-
ised by the ‘Fridays for Future’ youth movement that took its cue
from activist Greta Thunberg, who began protesting alone outside the
Swedish parliament in 2018

LESSON
TIME

I s the worst of Covid over? Yes, say several
scientists, perhaps for the first time in
more than two years of a pandemic that

affected every facet of life in every corner of
the globe. The pandemic will be

over but Covid will be here to
stay, the scientists said as

Covid numbers begin to
ebb in several parts of
the world, including India.
The disease in its current
form will still contribute

to a steady background of
cases, neither increasing

sharply nor declining abruptly. 

WORD OF CAUTION
 Experts said the
worst may be over but
it may be quite a
while before we
declare the end of the
pandemic
 The WHO has also
cautioned that coron-
avirus still poses an “acute global emergency”
and highlighted that during the first eight
months of 2022 more than one million people
died from Covid-19

Scientists say worst of Covid could be over

There
is growing
evidence that the
SARS-CoV-2 virus
will eventually turn
seasonal, a charac-
teristic of several
other respiratory
illnesses

WHO'S WHO OF ENTER-
TAINMENT CELEBRATE
75 YEARS OF FREEDOM
IN 'JOURNEY OF INDIA'

PROTESTERS FEAR CLIMATE
CHANGE IMPACTS Demands for poor

nations to receive
greater financial
help to cope with
global warming,
including the
destruction
already wrought
by deadly weather
events such as
the floods in
Pakistan, have
grown louder in
the run-up to this
year's UN climate
summit

T he cast of the upcoming
six-part series 'The
Journey of India' was

revealed on Friday to mark India's
75 years of Independence. In addi-
tion to Amitabh Bachchan serving
as the show host and narrator,
each episode will also feature a
leading voice to showcase a key
theme in India's development as a
nation. ‘The Journey of India' is
set to premiere globally on
streaming platform discovery+ in
India, the US, UK, and the
Philippines. The show will drop on
October 10 in India on Discovery
Channel, TLC, Discovery Science,
Discovery Turbo and DTamil.
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LANGUAGE LAB
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1. YUEN REN CHAO:
Expert of oriental 
languages
Y R Chao
was born in
1892 in Tian-
jin, north-
ern China.
Mr Chao,
the Agassiz
p r o f e s s o r
emeritus of
O r i e n t a l
languages
and litera-
ture at the
University of California at Berke-
ley, was credited with being the
founder of modern linguistics in
China. He designed a phonetic al-
phabet for Chinese that was officially
adopted by the Government there in
1928 as ''National Romanization'' and
was used for many years.

Y R Chao is easily the most fa-
mous linguist to have come out of
China. The remarkable breadth and
scope of his studies included
physics, mathematics, lin-
guistics, musical and
literary composi-
tion, and trans-
lation, and he
was a pioneer
in many of
these fields.

From a
young age, he
moved around a
lot with his family,
and learned to speak and
understand different dialects of Chi-
nese, including Changshu and Man-
darin-which differ as much as Eng-
lish and German do!

Not long before the fall of the
Qing Dynasty in 1912, he went to
America for the first time to study
at Cornell University. There, he for-
mally studied mathematics and
physics while also staying interest-
ed in linguistics and corresponding
with linguists in China.

He had already achieved fluen-
cy in English before leaving China,
and by the time of his graduation,
he could speak French and German,
and read Greek and Latin.

He performed an extensive
study of Chinese dialects in sever-
al different provinces. He learned
enough of the local dialect wherev-
er he went so that the locals would-
n't have to speak Mandarin with
him. He was apparently able to pick
up some dialects in just two months,
thanks to his extremely refined ear
for phonetics.

2. KATÓ LOMB: The
secret self-learner
Kató Lomb (1909-2003) was one of the
great polyglots of the 20th century.
A translator and one of the first si-

multaneous in-
terpreters in the
world, Lomb
worked in 16 lan-
guages for state
and business con-
cerns in her na-
tive Hungary. She
achieved further
fame by writing
books on lan-
guages, inter-
preting, and poly-

glots.
Kató Lomb was born at an ex-

citing time. It was 1909 in Budapest,
and the world that she grew up in
was on the brink of irreversible
change. After obtaining her PhD in
chemistry, she saw that the econom-
ic depression was making job
prospects dire for those in the sci-
entific fields. So she decided to teach
English. She just had to learn it first.

In her language learning, Kató
plunged into reading cheap yet

thrilling romance novels, armed
only with a dictionary and unbri-
dled enthusiasm.

In fact, she was one of the first
professional simultaneous inter-
preters in the world-simultaneous
interpretation is a job arguably sig-
nificantly more challenging than
translation or consecutive inter-
preting as all the work happens in
real time. Not stopping at English,
she acquired French, Russian, Pol-
ish, Chinese, Japanese and quite a
few other languages that she used
to work as a translator.

3. KEN HALE: Activist for
endangered languages
Ken Hale was born in 1934 and grew
up in the rugged American Southwest.
As a boy, he kept his ears
open for as many for-
eign languages as
he could.

He picked
up Spanish,
Navajo, To-
hono O'od-
ham, Hopi
and more
from his
friends and
roommates at
boarding school.
In fact, he got in trou-
ble at school for focusing
more on languages than homework.

Later on, he gained fame and re-
spect for publishing a truly stag-
gering amount of research on many
Australian aboriginal languages.

Ken was always extremely sen-
sitive to the needs and wants of the
local language communities. He es-
tablished schools of linguistics and
language revitalisation programs
across the world so that native
speakers could lead their own com-
munities in reviving their lan-
guages. In a paper titled ‘The Hu-
man Value of Local Languages,’
Hale wrote, "The loss of local lan-
guages and of the cultural systems
which they express has meant irre-
trievable loss of diverse and inter-
esting intellectual wealth. Only with
diversity can it be guaranteed that
all avenues of human intellectual
progress will be travelled."

— Various sources

1. PASSION AND PURPOSE 
A great speaker is driven to know his stuff and care
about a particular topic. His passion will cause others to
be convinced because he is visibly enjoying the beliefs he
wants his audience to accept.

2. AUTHENTICITY
Be yourself. If you have to deviate a little from your
meticulously written presentation, do so! Although you
should practice your speech as often as possible, you
don't want to memorise it! Memorising a speech can
cause you to fumble over a section if you didn't say it
just right.

3. SPEAK PLAINLY 
Great speakers keep it simple. They use short sentences.

They use everyday language to make complicated top-
ics clear and understandable. They don't show off

their expertise by using a specialised vocabulary. 

4. SELF AWARENESS
To be a successful public speaker, you must first

understand who you are and what your
strongest qualities are.

Most successful speakers
work to capitalise on their

strengths. Is it humour that
adds taste to your presentation?

Or is it that storytelling talent?

5. MAINTAIN EYE 
CONTACT

The audience deserves the speaker's
undivided attention. A great way to show
this is to maintain eye contact. Look
around the room, try and reach as many
people as possible. All your oratory skills

are useless if your audience feels
you're too

indifferent or
too scared
to look
them in
the eye.

Queries relating to 
language skills
Do you find grammar confusing? Do you get stuck with
words when writing a letter, an essay or a blog? Do you have a
fear of public speaking? Or do you simply want to improve your
communication skills? Times NIE is here to help you to master the
intricacies of the English language. Just shoot us your queries on
toinie175@gmail.com

P
erhaps the easiest way to think of the
difference between accents and di-
alects is to first understand that ac-
cents are only a part of what makes
up a dialect. An accent is simply how

one pronounces words-a style of pronuncia-
tion. A dialect includes not just
pronunciations,but also one's gen-
eral vocabulary and grammar.

WHAT IS AN ACCENT?
People who are native to or grew
up in a certain area or culture tend
to pronounce words, use inflec-
tions, stress different syllables, or
change their overall tone when
speaking. That variation in pro-
nunciation is an accent.

WHAT IS A DIALECT?
Accents can be a part of dialects, but dialect
refers to an overall way of speaking, not just
pronunciation.Dialects involve everything from
the usage of distinct vocabulary choices (in-

cluding slang) to grammar to
sentence structure.

WHERE SLANG
FITS IN?
Slang can relate to both ac-
cent and dialect.Slang is gen-
eral informal terminology
used within specific con-
texts. It can exist within ge-
ographic areas, social class-
es and occupations.

T
he Oxford Dictionary de-
fines ghost word as "a word
recorded in a dictionary or
other reference work
which is not actually used."

Merriam-Webster says a ghost word
is "a word form never in established
usage." The term was coined by Pro-
fessor Walter William Skeat in 1886,
well before "dord" came into existence.
In a yearly address to the London
Philological Society, Skeat took the
opportunity to call out several erro-
neous words. Here's what happened:

DORD
Dord is perhaps the most famous of
the ghost words. First appearing in
the 1934 second edition of Webster's
New International Dictionary, dord
was said to mean "density." The phan-
tom phrase hung out until 1939, when
an editor finally noticed its lack of et-
ymology.

ABACOT
Abacot made its debut in the second
edition of Holinshed's Chronicles, ed-
ited by Abraham Fleming and pub-
lished in 1587. Almost 300 years later,
it was discovered that the wordy
wraith was actually a misprint of by-
coket, a cap or head-dress. By then,
abacot had taken on a life of its own,
referring to not just any cap but a
"Cap of State, made like a double
crown, worn anciently by the Kings
of England."

PHANTOMNATION
A ghostly word in more than one way,
phantomnation was defined by Web-
ster's 1864 American Dictionary of
the English Language as an "appear-
ance as of a phantom; illusion," and
was attributed to Alexander Pope's
translation of The Odyssey: The real
word? The no less creepy phantom-
nation, a society of specters.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

CREATIVE WRITING PROMPT

D
ear readers, we recently
started a new column
that aims to inspire you
to write! You could too
use our exciting creative

writing prompts given below to
stretch your imagination and write
journals, story starters, poetry or
even plays. The best part? You could
share your creative output with us
and we will use select entries on our
various forums. Choose any ONE of
the following prompts and send us
200 words.

So, shut off those video games
and social media and grab your
pens and pencils. It's time to get
some inspiration and start writ-
ing in your notebooks. Here are
the topics for this week:

1Your character boards a ship to
sail across to a newly discovered
land. What they find when they

get there are undiscovered species -

both animal and humanoid.

2What's the greatest advice
you've ever been given? What if
you lived solely according to it?

3Imagine how you would help
solve the greatest challenges
that the world faces. What

would your plan be?
Write to toinie175@gmail.com

GET INSPIRED

WHO CHANGED
THE WORLD

Three Amazing Stories
of Language Learners

Chao
interpreted

Bertrand Russell's
philosophy lectures into

Chinese and writing
widely-used textbooks

for Mandarin and
Cantonese “Ken

viewed
languages as if they

were works of art. Every
person who spoke a

language was a curator of a
masterpiece,” said Samuel Jay
Keyser, professor emeritus of
linguistics and a close friend

and colleague of Hale for
more than 20 years

Rather than joining an English
language school, a luxury during

the Great Depression, Lomb
turned to self-study. She found a

novel written in English, and
plowed through with nothing

but an English-Hungarian
dictionary by her side. Within a

week, she was intuiting the text;
after a month, she understood
it; and after two months, she

was having fun with it.

Qualities that
make a 

good 
PUBLIC SPEAKERPUBLIC SPEAKER

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? DID YOU KNOW?

Dialect vs Accent

Ghost Words

WRITE OF PASSAGE




