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Jagdeep Dhankhar, the cur-
rent West Bengal governor,
has been in public life for
more than three
decadesBorn in an agrarian
household at a remote vil-
lage in Rajasthan’s Jhunjhunu
district, Dhankhar worked
tirelessly to become a suc-
cessful professional before
entering public life. He com-
pleted his schooling from

Sainik School, Chittorgarh
After finishing his gradua-
tion in physics, he pursued
LLB from the University of
Rajasthan
 He entered public life
after getting elected as the
Member of Parliament from
Jhunjhunu in the 1989 Lok
Sabha elections
 Subsequently, he also
served as a minister of state
for parliamentary affairs in
1990
 In July 2019, he was
appointed as the governor of
West Bengal, where he has
worked hard and made a
mark as a people's governor,
highlighting issues of 
public welfare

T
he BJP on Saturday named West Bengal
governor Jagdeep Dhankhar, a leader
from Rajasthan with socialist back-
ground, as the ruling National

Democratic Alliance's Vice Presidential candidate.
Making the announcement, the BJP president J P
Nadda lauded Dhankhar as a "kisan-putra" (son of
farmer) who, he said, established himself as a "peo-
ple's governor".

The opposition on Sunday declared
Margaret AAlva as its candidate for
Vice Presidential election. The last
date for filing of nomination papers
is July 19 and the election is 
scheduled for August 6

Spotlight

 Article 63 of the Indian
Constitution states that
“there shall be a Vice
President of India”
 Article 64 goes on to say
that the Vice President “shall
be the ex-officio chairman of
the Council of the States”
(Rajya Sabha)
Similarly, Article 65 says
that “in the event of the
occurrence of any vacancy in
the office of the President by
reason of his death, resigna-
tion or removal, or other-
wise, the Vice President shall
act as the President until the
date on which a new

President enters upon his
office”. The VP shall also dis-
charge the functions of the
President when the latter is
unable to do so “owing to
absence, illness or any ?
other cause”
During this period, the VP
shall “have all the powers
and immunities of the
President and be entitled
to… (the) emoluments,
allowances and privileges”
that are due to the President
It may be noted that the
office of the Vice President
of India is the second-highest
constitutional office after the
President, and ranks second
in the order of precedence.
(constitutionofindia.net)

 Article 66 lays down the process of the
election of the Vice President
 It says that the Vice President “shall be
elected by the members of an electoral ccol-
lege cconsisting oof tthe mmembers oof bboth
Houses oof PParliament in accordance with the
system of proportional representation by
means of single transferable vote, and the vot-
ing at such election shall be by secret ballot”

HOW IS THE VICE
PRESIDENT ELECTED

 The composition of electoral
college is one of the biggest
differences between the presi-
dential election and the election
of the Vice President. 
 The electoral college for Vice
President comprises both the
elected and nominated members

of both Houses of Parliament.
However, in the election for the
President of India, only eelected
members cconstitute tthe eelec-
toral ccollege
 Besides, the electoral college
for the Vice President does not
include the members belonging to
the state Legislative Assemblies,
while in the presidential election,
the elected members of State
Legislative Assemblies/ Union
Territories are included in the
electoral college

 According to article 66(3) of
the Constitution of India, “No per-
son shall be eligible for election as
VP unless he/she (a) is a citizen of
India; (b) has completed the age
of 35 years; and (c) is qualified for
election as a member of the Rajya
Sabha” Under Article 66(4), “A

person shall
not be eligible
for election as
VP if he holds
any office of
profit under
the govt of
India or the
govt of any

State or under any local or other
authority subject to the control of
any of the said govts”  The VP
holds office for five years 
CAN THE VP BE REMOVED
FROM OFFICE?
The VP may leave office before
the end of his term by resigning,
or he “may be removed by a reso-
lution of the Rajya Sabha passed
by a majority of all the then mem-
bers of the Council and agreed to
by the Lok Sabha”

MPs, MLAs TO VOTE TO ELECT
THE PRESIDENT TODAY; 
NDA’S MURMU HAS EDGE
OVER OPPN’S SINHA
Nearly 4,800 elected MPs and MLAs will vote on
Monday to elect the President of India, with NDA candi-
date Droupadi Murmu having a clear edge over
Opposition's Yashwant Sinha, as over 60 per cent votes
are expected to be cast in her favour. The polling will
take place in the Parliament House and state legislative
assemblies for which ballot boxes have already reached
their destinations. The counting of votes
will take place at the Parliament House
on July 21, and the next President will
take oath on July 25 (PTI)

 According to the Election Commission's direc-
tions, voting will be done through ballot papers not electron-
ic voting machines (EVM)s. While MPs will get a green-
coloured ballot paper, the MLAs will get a pink ballot paper
to cast their vote. Separate colours help the returning offi-
cer ascertain the value of vote of each MLA and MP.
 Seeking to maintain secrecy of voting, the EC has issued
a specially-designed pen with violet ink to enable voters
mark their ballot papers in the presidential poll

It may be noted that for the vice presidential election,
2022, the electoral college consists oof 2233 eelected mmembers
of RRajya SSabha, 112 nnominated mmembers oof RRajya SSabha, aand 5543
elected mmembers oof LLok SSabha, aadding uup tto 7788 mmembers. In
the system of proportional representation by means of sin-
gle transferable vote, the elector has to mark preferences
against the names of the candidates

LESSON
TIME

The powers of the
VP is borrowed from the
American Constitution.
The US VP,  also acts as the
Chairman of the Senate
(Upper House of US) 

OFFICE OF THE
VICE PRESIDENT ELIGIBILITY AND

TERM 

DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN

PRESIDENT AND
VP'S POLLS

ICSE class X examination
results announced

T
he Council for
the
Indian School

Certificate
Examinations (CISCE)
released the ICSE result
2022 on their official web-
site on Sunday. The national
pass percentage was record-
ed at 99.97 per cent. According to the CISCE officials, candi-
dates unsatisfied with the marks will be given seven days to
apply for rechecking.

The CISCE clarified that it would give equal 
weightage to semester 1 and semester 2 exams to
arrive at the final score

India on course to
become world's fastest-
growing economy: RBI

I
ndia's economy has remained resilient in the face of
global headwinds, and with inflation coming off its re-
cent peak, the nation is expected to stay on course to
become the world's fastest-growing economy, the Re-

serve Bank of India said on Saturday. It did not give a time
frame. The RBI said if the commodity price moderation wit-
nessed in recent weeks endures alongside the easing of sup-
ply chain pressures, the worst of the recent surge in infla-
tion will be over.

The recent revival of the southwest
monsoon and renewed planting
raised expectations that rural
demand will soon catch up with
urban spending and
consolidate a
recovery, the
RBI said in a
bulletin.

F
acebook is testing a way to let users
have multiple profiles under one ac-
count. The social media giant thinks
that this is the way it can stave off

competition from platforms like Tik Tok and
get users to engage more by posting more of-
ten. Facebook says that the additional profiles
do not need to include a person’s real name,
they can choose any profile name or user name
as long as they are unique and do not use num-
bers or special characters. However, the main
account under which these additional profiles
are made will have to bear the user’s real name.
One cannot impersonate anybody in the ad-
ditional accounts they make.

HOW IT WORKS
According to FB, under user’s main account,
which is in his/her real name, the user gets
to create multiple profiles based on his/her
interests or relationships. For instance, if you
want to segregate family and friends from pro-
fessional contacts or have a profile dedicated
to showcasing your culinary skills – you get
to do all that while keeping each experience
separate from the other.

WHAT ARE THE 
SAFEGUARDS

In order to avoid misuse and abuse of multi-
ple profiles, Facebook has put in place a few
safeguards. So, if you receive a violation on
an additional profile, it will impact your
account as a whole. Facebook says that it
can identify the profile that violates its
policies, and multiple violations will lead to
the removal of that profile, others connect-
ed to it as well as the main account

TECHAWAY 

Facebook to allow one user
to have multiple profiles

IT’S DHANKAR VS ALVA

 Margaret Alva has
served as the governor of
Goa, Gujarat and Rajasthan.
She has formerly served as
the Cabinet minister in the
Congress govt.  Before
being appointed governor,
she was a senior figure in
the Indian National
Congress and was the joint
secretary of the All India
Congress Committee.

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR
NDA's Vice Presidential candidate
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02 “He wanted to cry quietly but not for himself: for the words, so beau-
tiful and sad, like music.” 

— James Joyce (A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man)
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LANGUAGE LAB
PICS: ISTOCK

S
tudents of all ages can learn a lot
from keeping a regular journal.
When teachers introduce the idea of
journaling into their classroom,
they’re often searching for reflective

journal writing tips for students. These are
the ideas that will help students become mo-
tivated to formulate opinions, express them-
selves openly, and write ‘reflectively’. 

Most writing is creative writing,
where you describe something that
happened or you make up a story.
However, reflective writing gives
the writer insights and can lead
to further learning. Reflective
writing can also be analytical
when applied to critical thinking
or processing used in research. 

Here are 5 reasons all chil-
dren must cultivate the
habit of reflective
journaling:

Active learn-
ing: It allows stu-
dents to advance
from passive
learners to ac-

tive

learners. Through the process of journaling,
students begin to problem-solve on their own. 

Getting over fears: By getting your
thoughts down on paper, you can gain a deep-
er understanding of the causes of your own
internal conflicts, while you also explore the
external challenges you’re facing. Your prob-
lems, fears, and concerns will come to the

surface so you can start to address them
and visualise solutions. 

Boosts memory: Research has
shown that writing information

down by hand is an effective way
to commit ideas to memory. As
a student, you will need to mem-
orise information to pass your
exams. Consider integrating

journaling into your life as a way
to improve your memory.

Creates confident writers: Some
students feel they don’t have a knack

for writing. Journaling breaks
down some of those walls. Teach-
ers can provide writing prompts
for students to choose from or

allow them to reflect on a cer-
tain quote.

Devel-
ops critical

thinking: Reflec-
tive journals foster a

greater understanding
of new ideas. Students
can use this opportu-
nity to think deeper
about new discoveries,
recording personal ob-

servations and added re-
search on the topic.

— From our archives

Queries relating to 
language skills
Do you find grammar confusing? Do you get stuck
with words when writing a letter, an essay or a
blog? Do you have a fear of public speaking? Or do
you simply want to improve your communication
skills? Times NIE is here to help you to master the
intricacies of the English language. Just shoot us
your queries on toinie175@gmail.com

T
o n g u e
twister
s don’t
make a
lot of

sense, but           they are filled with
repeated sounds making them extremely
helpful in speech therapy. Basically, a
tongue twister works the same way as
physical exercise. The more you prac-
tise, the better your pronunciation will

be. What is more,
tongue twisters were
— and probably still
are — used by ac-
tors before a repre-
sentation, by politi-
cians before a speech
and even by news an-
chors before going live.

If you are having problems
pronouncing certain sounds like

“s”, “r”, “l” or “th”, practising with
the right tongue twisters can ame-

liorate your speech impedi-
ment. When it comes to tongue
twisters and talking fast, we
can’t help but think about Em-
inem. Did you know that he

manages to rap with a whop-
ping speed of 11.4 syllables per

second in his song ‘Rap God’? Phew
— From our archives

WRITTEN WORD

W
riting renders lan-
guage visible; while
speech is ephemeral,
writing is concrete. A
writing system is a

method of representing the sounds
of a language by written or printed
symbols, for instance, the Roman al-
phabet. Let’s learn more about some
of the most commonly used writing
systems around the world:

LATIN ALPHABET
The Latin alphabet is the most widely
used script, with nearly 70 per cent of
the world’s population employing it.
Latin is used to write a minimum of
305 languages. This script originated
in present-day Italy and has since
spread around the world with the help

of several historic events, most no-
tably: The Roman Empire, Christian-
ity, and European colonisation. It com-
monly consists of 26 let-
ters and is the basis for
the International Pho-
netic Alphabet, which is
used to relate the pho-
netics of all languages.

CHINESE 
CHARACTERS
Chinese writing is the old-
est system in the world that
has hardly changed in the
last 4,000 years. It is thought
to have originated as pic-
tures around 2,000 BC. The
earliest known logographs,

or pictograms, were inscribed on ora-
cle bones. Chinese characters, called lo-
gograms by

linguists, are used in numerous lan-
guages across Asia, most notably the
languages of China and Japan. An es-
timated 1.34 billion people around the
world use the Chinese alphabet —also
known as hanzi, kanji or hanja —for
written communication. It is consid-
ered among the oldest continuously used
forms of writing in the world.

ARABIC
Arabic is the third most widely used
script in the world. Around 660 mil-
lion individuals use Arabic script to
communicate in a number of lan-
guages, including: Urdu, Pashto, Ara-
bic, Punjabi, Persian, Malaysian, and
Kurdish (to name a few). Unlike the
other previously mentioned scripts,
Arabic is written from right to left.

DEVANAGARI
Devanagari script is used to commu-
nicate in around 120 languages, in-
cluding Nepali, Hindi, Sanskrit, and
Marathi. Estimates suggest that around
608 million people around the world
utilise Devanagari on a regular basis,
making it the fourth most widely used
script in the world. This script is writ-
ten and read from left to right and can
be easily recognised by its circular-like
shapes and straight-lined outlines.

THE BENGALI 
ALPHABET
An estimated 300 mil-
lion people use this
syllabic alphabet,
which is derived
from the Brahmi al-
phabet and is close-
ly related to De-
vanagari. The cur-
rent form of the
Bengali alpha-
bet first ap-
peared in 1778
and was slight-
ly modernised
in the  19th 
century.

— From our archives

HISTORY HAS IT

The first known civilisation to
create a purely phonetic system,
completely independent of a
pictographic or syllabic system,
was the Phoenicians. Around the
15th century BCE, Phoenicians
created an alphabet made purely
of consonants — an abjad — in
which one symbol represented one
consonantal sound. It consisted of
22 letters and was written from
right to left. Its origin can be traced
to Egyptian hieroglyphs and its
influences can be seen in the Greek
alphabet, which adopted the
Phoenician method of writing.

THE FIRST ALPHABET —
PHOENICIAN ABJAD

OF THE WORLD

WRITING
SYSTEMS

Scribbling daily notes in class is a safe space for children to
write, express and document their own progress

Why CLASSROOM
JOURNALING is great

Writing has been around for over 5000 years, but there is a wider variety
of unique writing systems than you might think

People
who think criti-

cally and reflectively
are analytical and inves-

tigative, willing to question
and challenge their own

thoughts, ideas, and
assumptions and 

challenge those of
others

CHEUGY
Cheugy means something that's off-trend.
If you're familiar with the word “basic,”
it's not far off from that. It refers to the
painfully mainstream or, along the same
vein, someone hanging onto things that
were cool years ago but would now be
deemed basic or “cheugy”.

VIBE CHECK
This describes when you check in on some-
one’s vibe and assess what it’s giving. Good
vibes? You’ve passed the vibe check. A best
friend may perform ‘The vibe check’ on a
prospective fiancé of her BFF to see if she
thinks he’s suitable.

UNDERSTOOD THE
ASSIGNMENT
You can use this for someone that is re-
ally killing it in some (or any) aspect
of their lives. They’re giving it their
all and doing an amazing job. Whether
it’s related to something they’re doing,
wearing, etc. they really understood
the assignment.

THE BLUEPRINT
This describes when someone is so per-
fect, or did so well at something, that
they are deemed the  original. They are
the blueprint, an icon, a legend. They
did it first and the rest simply followed
in their exemplary footsteps.

MUTUALS
This one is easy and crops up a lot on so-
cial media. If two people are following each
other, they are mutual. They have been

brought together through their shared lik-
ing for one another. The most important
distinction between a mutual and some-
one who just incessantly floods your DMs
online is that mutuals follow each other
back, intoning that the two people appre-
ciate one another's content and/or posts.

HITS DIFFERENT
If something (be it an emotion, song, food,
etc.) hits you in a better or new way, we say
it hits different/differently. For example, Tap
water hits different at 3:00 am.

6 ENGLISH SLANG TERMS
YOU NEED TO KNOW IN 2022

Even though not all these
terms and phrases are
brand new, they’re certainly
popping up everywhere –
and will likely continue to
do so in the year ahead.

S
outh Africa’s first black president, anti-Apartheid hero
and Nobel laureate — known affectionately as Madiba
and Tata — was born on July18 and died in 2013, aged
95. Let’s revisit his wisdom on this important day
through some of his most powerful quotes:

OOnn lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp:: “Real leaders must be ready to sacrifice all
for the freedom of their people.”

OOnn ffeeaarrlleessssnneessss:: “I learned that courage was not the
absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is not he
who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.”

OOnn ffrreeee-tthhiinnkkiinngg:: “I like friends who have independent minds
because they tend to make you see problems from all angles.”

OOnn ppeerrsseevveerraannccee:: “Do not judge me by my successes, judge
me by how many times I fell down and got back up again.”

OOnn ffrreeeeddoomm:: “For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s
chains, but to live in a way that respects and enhances the free-
dom of others.”

OOnn mmaakkiinngg aa ddiiffffeerreennccee:: “What counts in life is not the mere
fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have made to
the lives of others that will determine the significance of the life
we lead.”

OOnn cchhiillddrreenn:: There can be no keener revelation of a society’s
soul than the way in which it treats its children.”

W
hether you’re in a meeting, drafting an email, talking on
a sales call, giving a presentation, or writing a memo,
using strong, persuasive, varied language gets your point

across more effectively.

1. “For instance ...”
“For example” and “for instance” can be used interchangeably.

2. “To give you an idea …”
Use this phrase to introduce a use case or example.

3. “Suppose that …”
This phrase makes your listener the star of the story, which
helps grab and keep their attention.

4. “To illustrate …”
When you want to prove your point, try this expression.

5. “To show you what I mean …”
If you’re using content — like a customer testimonial, video, blog
post, case study, press release, etc. — to prove your point, this
phrase comes in handy.

6. “Case in point …”
For the times you’ve made a bold claim and need to back it up

with the perfect example, go for “case in point …”

Six ways 
of saying 

Mandela Effect

TONGUE TWISTERS MAKE GREAT ORATORS

QUOTE UNQUOTE

“FOR EXAMPLE”

SYNONYMS


