
➤ An educator tells us
how to inculcate self
regulation skills in our
daily lives and the
importance of it
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➤ 'The Snail and the Whale' by
Julia Donaldson and 'The Giraffe,
the Pelly and Me' by Roald Dahl is
a must read for animal lovers, 
recommends a reader

➤ Ever wondered if ACs 
running 24/7 are needed for
ATMs to function? 
➤ Let’s trace the origin of
Black Death in ‘News to Use’

➤ ISSF Shooting  WC
2022: Mehuli, Tushar
get gold; Shiva wins
bronze for India
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BUZZ

WORLD

TOP

S
ri Lanka's embattled presi-
dent flew out of his country
early Wednesday, in a proba-
ble prelude to his resignation

after months of widespread protests
over the island nation's worst-ever
economic crisis. Gotabaya Rajapaksa
had promised during the weekend to
resign on Wednesday and clear the
way for a "peaceful transition of pow-
er", after fleeing his official residence
in Colombo just before thousands of
protesters overran it. He, his wife and
a bodyguard were among the four passengers on board of an
Antonov-32 military aircraft, which took off from the main interna-
tional airport heading for the neighbouring Mal-
dives, according to immigration sources.

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan
PM R Wickremesinghe
has declared a state of
emergency in his role as
the acting president after
protesters got violent.
Cops fired gunshots as
protesters gathered out-
side PM's residence

SRI LANKA PRESIDENT GOTABAYA
RAJAPAKSA FLEES HIS COUNTRY 

SPORTS

P
acer Mohammed Shami became the
fastest Indian to scalp 150 wickets in
the ODIs. Shami achieved this feat 
during the first ODI of the three-match

series against England at the Kennington Oval on
Tuesday. The pacer took three wickets, which in-
cluded the likes of Ben Stokes, Jos Buttler, and Craig
Overton. He took a total of 80 matches to reach his
150 wickets and surpassed the record of former Indian
pacer Ajit Agarkar, who took 97 
matches to achieve this feat.

Shami also became the joint-third
fastest ever to take 150 ODI wickets
along with Afghanistan's Rashid Khan.
Australia's Mitchell Stars (77
matches) and Pakistan's Saqlain
Mushtaq (78 matches) hold the top-
two positions for fastest bowlers to
reach 150 ODI wickets

Shami fastest Indian to
take 150 ODI wickets

TOURISM

A
hmedabad city and the
state of Kerala have been
listed by TIME magazine
among the “50 extraordi-

nary destinations to explore” on the
list of the world’s greatest places of
2022. It said that as India’s first 
UNESCO World Heritage City,
Ahmedabad “boasts both ancient
landmarks and contemporary inno-
vations that make it a mecca for cul-
tural tourism, from the serene Gand-
hi Ashram that sits on 36 acres on
the banks of the Sabarmati River to
Navratri, a vibrant nine-day celebra-
tion billed as the longest dance festi-
val in the world.”

The list also includes
Ras Al Khaimah, UAE;
Park City, Utah; Seoul;
Great Barrier Reef,
Australia; The Arctic;
Valencia, Spain; Trans
Bhutan Trail, Bhutan;
International Space
Station; Bogota; Lower
Zambezi National
Park, Zambia; Istanbul
and Kigali, Rwanda

AHMD, KERALA AMONG TIME LIST OF
WORLD’S GREATEST PLACES OF 2022

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has enabled exports
and imports to be denom-
inated in rupees. This will
iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaalliissee the
rupee. 
WHAT IS INTERNATION-
ALISATION OF RUPEE:
Internationalisation refers
to the phenomenon in
which the national curren-
cy can trade beyond its
borders. It can be actively
used in the invoicing of
trade and financial trans-
actions, commodities, and
foreign exchange
reserves.

ITS BENEFITS: Making
the rupee an international
currency can lower the
transaction costs of
cross-border trade and
investment operations, as
it would mitigate
exchange rate risk. In
other words, it would
reduce foreign currency
risks for traders.

According to 
economists, it will also
save foreign exchange
transactions for Indian
residents; reduce 
foreign exchange exposure
for India Inc and lower
dependence on foreign
exchange reserves for 
balance of payment 
stability etc.

THIS MOVE
The move comes
at a time when

the rupee has hit record lows. The
central bank’s move, which it said
was to promote growth of global
trade and to support increasing
global interest in the rupee, comes
amid increasing pressure on the
Indian currency in the wake of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Rupee
trade will facilitate trade with Russia
and pprreevveenntt rruuppeeee''ss sslliiddee

IT IMPACT THE
DOMINANCE OF
THE DOLLAR?
Experts feel it's

not an easy task to dislodge dol-
lars. The dollar is undisputedly the
currency of global trade, and
serves as a store of value for cen-
tral bank reserves all over the
world. To dislodge the might of the

dollar, a country needs a stable
economic power to take head-on
with this most powerful currency of
the world

WILL THE MOVE
IMPACT INDIA'S
ECONOMY: The
move to allow

rupee settlements for international
trade would help India promote
exports and facilitate trade with
countries under sanction. The rupee
can now be used to pay for Russian oil
rather than the dollar. India has been
lifting imports of oil to take advan-
tage of a dip in prices after the US,
Europe, Australia and Japan piled eco-
nomic sanctions on Russia. Since the
arrangement appears to have been
made to enable a rupee-ruble trade, a
cheaper Russian crude can help India,
which has seen inflation surge past
the central bank’s target as oil rallied
to nearly $130 a barrel

HOW DOES THE NEW MECHANISM
WORK?
Under this mechanism, exporters and
importers can use a special vvoossttrroo

aaccccoouunntt linked to the correspondent
bank of the partner country for
receipts and payments denominated
in rupees. 
A vvoossttrroo aaccccoouunntt is one opened by a
bank in its home country on behalf of
a foreign bank. The funds in the rupee
account can be used by the export
partner for trading with anyone who
accepts rupees.
Indian exporters may also receive
advance payment against exports
from overseas importers in Indian
rupees through the mechanism. Banks
have to take approval from the for-
eign exchange department of RBI for
doing such transactions. Moreover,
before allowing any such receipt of
advance payment against exports,
Indian banks need to ensure that
available funds in these accounts are
first used towards payment obliga-
tions arising out of already executed
export orders / export payments in
the pipeline.

One of the important drivers for internationali-
sation of a currency, according to economists, is
the country’s share in global merchandise and
commercial services trade India’s percentage
share in the global trade is still on the lower side
and it limits the pricing ability of domestic busi-
nesses in Indian rupeeMore important, it will
reduce India’s dependency on dollar

WHAT

HOW WHY

WILL

The curren-
cies that
form the major-
ity of the world's
forex reserves include
the dollar, euro, ren-
minbi (currency of
China, also called Yuan)
and pound. The dollar
remains the world's top
reserve currency but
its dominance has
eroded to some extent

The rupee is not a freely
convertible currency.  A
freely convertible curren-
cy doesn't have any 
government restrictions
on currency exchange

X-PLAINED

In a first, 78 kg garbage
dropped from space station

So far, astronauts had
been storing the
trash in the Space
Station and sending it
back to Earth on the
Cygnus cargo vehicle

On December 23,

2020, Bishop

Airlock, the first

commercial airlock

ever, was affixed to

the outside of the International

Space Station. The 907-kilogram

facility was carried to the station

by SpaceX's CRS-2 resupply flight

on December 6, 2020

Twitter tests 'CoTweets'
feature, allowing two
users co-author tweets

M icroblogging site Twitter has confirmed that it has started
testing a new feature CoTweets that allows two accounts to
co-author a tweet and both to be tagged in a single tweet.
The platform said that this new feature is now live for some

users for a limited amount of time after the company started experiment-
ing with the idea earlier this year, reports The Verge.

 Several Twitter users
have been testing this
feature, and the experi-
ence allows the main
tweet author to invite
someone else to be
tagged in the tweet and
discuss the contents
over DM, the report said

 The second account
needs to approve the co-
authored tweet, and the
resulting tweet will show
that it is co-authored by

two people. However,
replies will appear to
only be directed towards
the main author of the
tweet, it added

TECHAWAY 

I
n a significant waste
management technology
test, the International
Space Station (ISS)

released about 78 kg of
garbage recently. The spe-
cialised bag, developed by
NASA's Johnson Space Center
and Nanoracks, contained filthy
garments, foam, packing mate-
rials, used office supplies, and
hygiene items. The bag, which
will burn up while re-entering
Earth's atmosphere, was jetti-
soned from the station's com-
mercial Bishop Airlock.

INTERNATIONALISATION OF

RUPEE

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

RBI MOVES TO TAKE RUPEE GLOBAL



KEEPING ATMS COOL

Why are ACs used in ATMs?

Why are we worrying?

Botany

02 “Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover 
others’ faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the
Earth for modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI

NEWS TO USE
THURSDAY, JULY 14, 2022

Avery rare carnivorous plant
species called Utricularia
Furcellata has been found in

the western Himalayan region for
the first time, a senior official said
recently.

The detection of the rare species
was done by a research team of the
Uttarakhand Forest Department in
the picturesque Mandal valley locat-
ed in Chamoli district, Chief Con-
servator of Forest (Research) San-
jiv Chaturvedi said. “It is the
first sighting of the plant not
only in Uttarakhand but in the
entire western Himalayan region,”
he said.

WHAT MAKES IT UNIQUE

1It uses one of the most sophisti-
cated and developed plant struc-
tures for trap and the targets

range from protozoa to insects, mos-
quito larvae and even young tadpoles.

2Its operation is based on a me-
chanical process by creating a vac-
uum or negative pressure area, to

draw prey inside the trap door. Car-
nivorous plants are found mostly in

As students, while it is important
to know about what’s happening
around the world, what is more essential is
to have an in-depth perspective of events
that will help you build your skill sets. Be
it political, social, economic, climatic
events, Times NIE presents you
handpicked, curated news that will be
of help to you in the classroom and
give you an edge over others 

CARNIVOROUS plant
found in Himalayas

A
popular cartoon often
making rounds on
WhatsApp shows a per-
son standing in front of

a bank automated teller machine
(ATM) and saying: “This small
room has an air condi-
tioner (AC) keep-
ing it chilled
and this ma-
chine is ask-
ing me not
to print the
receipt to
save envi-
ronment.”

This is a
thought that has
crossed the mind
of every ATM
user at least once.

■ An
old 1.5

tonne AC con-
sumes around 1.5 units

per hour ■ As per the data
obtained from Reserve

Bank of India, there are
2,15,677 ATMs across

India, of which,
1,17,594 are on

site, i.e., at the
bank’s branch-
es, and 98,083

are off site

ATM machines have heat generating components
inside it, which needs to be ventilated (cooled) to

increase the life span of these components.
However, development in technology has led to new
generation ATMs that can even function at higher
temperatures of 40 to 45 degree Celsius. Some
ATMs have free cooling technology, which uses

outside air to cool off the ATM machines.

With the mercury soaring higher and higher – and
this summer has been particularly bad for

northwest India with the continuous spells of
heat waves – the power demand has been

ever on the rise. Delhi’s average sum-
mer time demand is easily more than

6,500 MWs and the power discoms
struggle to meet the demand.

Governance/Env

History

Origin of BLACK
DEATH traced

A
deadly pandemic with mysterious origins: it might
sound like a modern headline, but scientists have
spent centuries debating the source of the Black
Death that devastated the medieval world.

Not anymore, according to researchers who say they have
pinpointed the source of the plague to a region of Kyrgyzs-
tan, after analysing DNA from remains at an ancient burial
site. “We managed to actually put to rest all those centuries-
old controversies about the origins of the Black Death,” said
Philip Slavin, a historian and part of the team.

The Black Death was the initial wave of a nearly 500-year
pandemic. In just eight years, from 1346 to 1353, it killed up
to 60 per cent of the population of Europe, the Middle East
and Africa, according to estimates.

Slavin found an intriguing clue in an 1890 work describing
an ancient burial site in what is now northern Kyrgyzstan.
It reported a spike in burials in 1338-39 and that several tomb-
stones described people having “died of pestilence”. But it
wasn’t just any year – 1338 and 1339 was just seven or eight
years before the Black Death,” said Slavin.

TEACHER PROMPT
TEACHER PROMPT

with ACs: Bad news for environment

After raising
the above
questions,
ask students
to think of
solutions. IF
THEY WERE A
PART OF THE
POWER DEPARTMENT OF
THE CITY, WHAT WOULD THEY HAVE TO
DONE TO REDUCE USAGE OF ELECTRICI-
TY. AKS THEM TO MAKE A PITCH.
SOME HINTS CAN BE GIVEN: 
* Talk about how keeping the air condi-
tioner at 25-26 degrees could help. 
Use ATMs with self cooling units so that
instead of two air conditioners running
continuously, cities could rely on just
one per kiosk.
* If the machine is not dispensing any
cash or is not functioning, then shut
down the AC in the kiosk.
* Ask children to develop a chart on
total power saving after taking steps.

LESSON
PLAN

LESSON
PLAN

■ If you were a
botanist, how
would you
go about
identify-

ing plant species. Ask
students to prepare a
presentation on how
they would categorise plants
and what equipment they would use.

LESSON
PLAN

fresh water and wet soil.

3They have a completely
distinct manner of ar-
ranging food and nutri-

tion through intelligent trap
mechanisms, as compared to

the photosynthesis mode of
normal plants.

4This carnivorous plant
belongs to a genus,
which is commonly

known as bladderworts.

BUYERS ON CLOUD
NINE? A member of
the staff holds the
painting ‘Cloud Study’
by John Constable,
against the backdrop
of ‘Study for Clouds’
by Gerhard Richter to
be auctioned at
Sotheby’s, in London

Term Of
THE WEEK
Presidential Polls

■ The election for the office of the President of India takes place by an
electoral college comprising the members of both the houses of Parliament
and the members of Legislative Assemblies of all states and UTs.
■ The nomination of a candidate for the office of the President needs to be
consented by at least 50 electors as proposers and 50 electors as secon-
ders. The election process is then concluded by means of a secret ballot.

EPIC OF EPIDEMICS

■ Start this lesson by discussing with students the
sanitary conditions of Western Europe during the
Middle Ages. Be sure to point to the fact that
Europeans rarely bathed, lived in close proximity to
rats and fleas, and often had open sewers for streets.
With students, create a cause and effect chain to
know how humans can control the spread of diseases.
■ Students will look at maps of Italy, China and all of
Europe to see how the Plague spread.

When a picture speaks...

Think of interesting cloud idioms and try caption kickers with them

NEWS 
Of The Week

QUESTIONS TO BE RAISED
■ Is it essential for two air conditioners to
run simultaneously 24 hours inside an ATM?
■ Are there any alternative ways in which
daily power consumption can be reduced if
the government plans it effectively?
■ Do you see careless usage of power in
your city?

Based on a comparison of 156 countries in 2020,
China ranked the highest in number of ATMs with
1,013,900 ATMs followed by India and Russia,
according to https://www.helgilibrary.com/ 

Carnivorous plants are
plants that derive
some or most of
their nutrients from
trapping and consum-
ing animals or proto-
zoans, typically insects and other
arthropods. Eg: Venus Fly Trap,
Pitcher Plant, Cobra Lily, etc.

■ They extracted DNA from the teeth of seven people buried
at the site. This is so as teeth contains many blood vessels,
and have “high chances of detecting blood-borne pathogens
that may have caused the deaths of individuals.” ■ The start
of the Black Death has been linked to a so-called “Big Bang”
event, when existing strains of the plague, which is carried by
fleas on rodents, suddenly diversified.  ■ The team recon-
structed the Y. pestis genome from their samples and found
the strain at the burial site pre-dated the diversification. And
rodents living in the region now were also found to be carry-
ing the same ancient strain, helping the team conclude the
“Big Bang” must have happened somewhere in the area in a
short window before the Black Death.

What, where and how?

■ TEACHER PROMPT: Ask sudents to research on Presidential candi-
dates Yashwant Sinha and Droupadi Murmu. Hold a mock poll in class
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