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Will he replace UK
PM Boris Johnson?

B
ritain's finance and health ministers
resigned in quick succession on
Tuesday, in moves that put the future
of prime minister Boris Johnson in

peril after a series of scandals that have
damaged his administration. Reports are doing
the rounds that India-born Rishi Sunak
may fill in his shoes...

1 The finance minister was until last year the favourite 
to succeed Johnson. Sunak, who is Infosys co-founder
Narayana Murthy’s son-in-law, was praised for a rescue

package for the economy during the coronavirus pandemic,
including a job retention programme, which prevented mass
unemployment, that could cost as much as 410 billion
pounds ($514 billion)

2 He has also faced criticism for not 
giving enough cost-of-living support to
households, his wealthy wife's non-

domiciled tax status and a fine he received,
along with Johnson, for breaking Covid-19
lockdown rules

3 His tax-and-spend budget 
last year put Britain on course for
its biggest tax burden since the

1950s, undermining his claims to favour
lower taxes

4 He quit the government on 
Tuesday saying, "the public rightly
expect government to be con-

ducted properly, competently and 
seriously"

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

Spotlight
RISHI SUNAK Tren

ding BAZBALL
IS IT REDEFINING TEST CRICKET?

WHAT IS BAZBALL?
Bazball, a new term coined by the England team,
especially after the Tuesday win against India,
essentially means an aggressive approach
towards scoring quick runs, even in Test cricket
— a format, which is traditionally slower than its
limited overs counterparts like ODIs and T20s,
and known for batsmen taking a much more con-
servative approach, focusing on their playing
techniques.

ITS HISTORY
Inspired by former New Zealand player and
incumbent England coach Brendon McCullum’s
batting style, who sought to turn the pressure
back on the opponents by going on the offen-
sive,  the Bazball way of scoring runs sees bats-
men take an aggressive approach, even during
the middle overs, and keep the pressure on the
opposing bowlers.

SO, WHAT'S THE
MANTRA OF BAZBALL?
The sole mantra of Bazball cricket is to win at all
cost. With Test cricket often ridiculed for being bor-
ing and a lengthy affair, England, under McCullum,
has taken it upon themselves to play a brand of
cricket that is not just attacking but also entertain-
ing. In other words, Bazball is designed to entertain
and try to win matches 

This term is taken
from Brendon
McCullum's 
nickname Baz

E
verything
you know
about Test
cricket is

wrong. Well, that might
be the conclusion of
some fans, who watched
a resurgent England
make light of a chase of
378 in the Covid-
delayed fifth Test
against India on
Tuesday. It was the
latest example of
Bazball in action, with a
seven-wicket win in
Birmingham—England's
fourth successful chase
in as many Tests under a
new leadership duo of
coach Brendon
McCullum and captain
Ben Stokes, following a
3-0 whitewash of Test
world champions New
Zealand...

This term has been used by
the commentators and the
fans while discussing the
Test match on social media
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A
giant water
lily grown at
Kew Gardens
in the UK

has been named as
new to science, in the

first discovery of its type in
more than a century. The tthree

species iin tthe ggenus aare
Victoria aamazonica, ccruziana
and bboliviana, nnamed aafter
Queen VVictoria.

 The new species is most
closely related to Victoria
cruziana, which diverged about
a million years ago

 With leaves growing up to
three metres in the wild, it is
also the largest giant water lily
on the planet

 The striking lily has flowers,
which turn from white to pink,

and bears spiny petioles, the
stalk, which attaches the leaf to
the stem

 Naturally found in the aquatic
ecosystems of Llanos de Moxos,
the current record for the
largest plant of the species is
held by La Rinconada Gardens in
Bolivia, where leaves reached
3.2 metres 
(The Guardian)

WORLD’S LARGEST WATER
LILY IDENTIFIED

As we enter the fifth
month of hostili-
ties, the

unbearable toll
of the conflict in
Ukraine continues to
mount. With daily
killings, widespread
destruction, arbitrary
detention and mass dis-
placement, civilians are bear-
ing the brunt of hostilities that
seemingly have no end in sight. In

the name of every victim of this
senseless war, the killings, the tor-
ture, the arbitrary detentions
must stop. The high numbers of
civilian casualties and the extent

of destruction caused to civil-
ian infrastructure contin-

ue to raise significant
concerns that attacks
conducted by Russian
armed forces are not
complying with inter-
national humanitarian

law

MICHELLE
BACHELET,

Highcommissioner, UN
Human rights

Researchers have devel-
oped a new N95 face
mask that “can not

only reduce Covid-19 spread
but also kill the SARS-CoV-2
virus upon contact with it.”
The mask can potentially be

worn longer, causing less plas-
tic waste as it does not need
to be replaced as frequently,
they said. The user could wear
an unaltered N95 mask along
with another polypropylene
layer with the antimicrobial
polymer on top, according to
the researchers. In the future,
manufacturers could make a
mask with the anti-microbial
polymer incorporated into the
top layer, they said.

Who is the only Indian
woman to win back-
to-back Olympic
medals?
Clue 1: She’s the first Indian, male
or female, to win a gold medal at
the world championships.

Clue 2: She’s currently ranked sev-
enth in the world.

Clue 3: After her first Olympic
medal, Sachin Tendulkar gifted her
a car.

ANSWER: PPVV SSiinnddhhuu. The Badminton Asia
Technical Committee chairman Chih Shen Chen
has apologised to two-time Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu for the "human error" committed by the
referee during the women's singles semi-final
match of the Badminton Asia Championships in
April. Sindhu, who won the silver and bronze
respectively at the 2016 and 2021 Olympics, was
leading in the second game against Japan’s
Akane Yamaguchi after having won the first
game but lost her focus after the “unfair call”
and lost the match 21-13, 19-21, 16-21.



1. Which country
launched the first
satellite with a
homegrown rocket using
the domestic rocket
'Nuri'?
A.   China
B.   South Korea
C.   Brazil
D.   Russia

2. Which state Menar bird
village has been declared
as a wetland area?
A.   Uttar Pradesh

B.   Manipur

C.   Rajasthan

D.   Haryana

3. Who has become the
third-fastest Indian
female runner in 200
metres race?
A.   Dhanalakshmi

B.   Shivani Prithvi

C.   Aishwarya Pissay

D.   Anushriya Gulati

HOW WELL DO YOU READ THE TIMES
OF INDIA STUDENT EDITION, LET’S
FIND OUT:

A PHOTOGRAPH OF A
GOLD COIN STOOD
APART AT A
RECENT
EXHIBITION OF
COINS AT THE
SAIFABAD MINT IN
HYDERABAD, TO WHICH ERA DID THE
COIN BELONG?
A. Sake Era   B. Vikram Era
C. Harsha Era   D. Mughal Era

JASPRIT BUMRAH

India captain Jasprit Bumrah
scored a record-breaking 35 runs
in one over — including a no-ball
and a wide making a new record in
Test cricket.

SPORTSMAN
OF THE WEEK

Everything you need to know about all that matters...

This map is simply a mere graphic representation and does not tally to the point

PICTURE
OF THE WEEK

World UFO Day 2022: The
first-ever Unidentified
Flying Objects Day was
observed in the year 2001.
The reason it is marked is to
encourage governments to
declassify their files on UFO
sightings

CELESTIAL CALLING

Rome, Italy: In the centre
of Rome, near Castel
Sant'Angelo and the
Vatican, debris from the
old bridge called Pons
Neronianus or Bridge of
Nero, which is usually
hidden, can now be seen
beneath the Vittorio

Emmanuele II bridge. The
present heat wave
engulfing France and
resulting drought has
rendered these submerged
ruins visible to the
common people, thereby
opening up these relics for
study and research. AGENCIES

02 “Let’s go invent tomorrow instead of worrying about what
happened yesterday.” 

Steve Jobs
THURSDAY, JULY 7, 2022

Florida, USA: This picture clicked by NASA is that of a
partial solar eclipse. It has been taken by NASA's Solar
Dynamics Observatory (SDO). The SDO is NASA's
observatory in the sky. It was launched in the year
2010. The SDO recorded the 35-minute partial solar
eclipse from space on Wednesday (June 29). AGENCIES

SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAN IN INDIA
KICKS IN FROM JULY 1
New Delhi, India: The
single-use plastic ban,
which has come into effect
from July 1, mandates that
disposable plastics that are
used only once before they
are thrown away or
recycled, like earbuds,
cigarette packs, sweet boxes, candy and ice cream
sticks, PVC banners under 100 microns, be done away
with. To implement the ban in a phased manner, state
governments, will initiate an enforcement. AGENCIES

 Plastic bags have become a threat to the life of
animals living on earth as well as in water.
Chemicals released by waste plastic bags enter
the soil and make it infertile.

INDIA RANKS LAST ON ENVIRONMENTAL
PERFORMANCE INDEX
New Delhi, India: India
has ended up ranking
last among 180 countries
assessed on their
ecological impact. The
Environmental
Performance Index 2022 (EPI) report ranked India 180th
in terms of its performance in climate, biodiversity and
health parameters, much below other South Asian
countries like Afghanistan (81st), Bhutan (85th), Maldives
(113th), Pakistan (176th), Bangladesh (177th). AGENCIES

 With an overall score of 18.9, India ranks at the bottom of all
countries in the 2022 EPI with low scores across a range of
critical issues. Deteriorating air quality and rapidly rising
greenhouse gas emissions are urgent challenges.

PM MODI SPEAKS TO PUTIN, CLEARS
INDIA'S STAND ON RUSSIA-UKRAINE

New Delhi, India:
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
spoke with Russian
President Vladimir

Putin on July 1 during which he reiterated India's
longstanding position on the Ukraine situation,
favouring dialogue and diplomacy. During their
telephonic conversation, the two leaders also
discussed global issues, including the state of
the international energy and food markets, a
statement from the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) said. PTI

YAIR LAPID TOOK OVER AS ISRAEL'S
14TH PRIME MINISTER
Jerusalem, Israel: Yair Lapid, the
journalist-turned politician, has
taken over as Israel's caretaker
prime minister with the country
preparing to go for polls for the
fifth time in four years in
November. REUTERS

Auckland, New Zealand: The
Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha'apai
volcano erupted in January
this year and produced the
largest atmospheric explosion
in recorded history. According
to a recent study, the
eruption sent shock waves
and a plume of ash into the
upper atmosphere. AGENCIES

TONGA VOLCANO ERUPTION TRIGGERED
WAVES REACHED EDGE OF SPACE

Beijing, China: China has
voiced its opposition to
India's reported plan to hold
next year's G20 meeting in
Jammu and Kashmir, echoing
close ally Pakistan's
objection to it, and
underlined that relevant
sides should avoid "unilateral
moves" that may
"complicate" the situation. PTI

CHINA OPPOSES INDIA'S REPORTED
PLAN TO HOLD G20 IN KASHMIR

NEW VARIANTS OF CORONAVIRUS IN CIRCULATION

New Delhi, India: The
country's current surge in
Covid-19 cases is because of
the BA.2 sub-variant of
Omicron - which drove the
third wave in January, along
with BA.1 - and another sub-
variant that has branched off
from it, called BA.2.38. PTI

Mumbai, India:
Eknath Shinde on
June 30 took
oath as the new
chief minister
and BJP leader
Devendra
Fadnavis was sworn in as his deputy. On Monday,
Shinde won the crucial floor test in the state
Assembly on the last day of the two-day special
session of the House. In the 288-member House, 164
MLAs voted for the motion of confidence, while 99
voted against it. AGENCIES

CM EKNATH SHINDE TAKES OATH,
CLEARS FLOOR TEST EASILY

DID YOU KNOW?

 BA.4 and BA.5 have around 13%
to 15% transmission advantage
over BA.2, and can also circumvent
some of the immunity. 

 As for BA.2.38, which was
recently re-classified, it has now
been established that it leads to
milder disease, just like its parent
sub-variant BA.2.

Mumbai, India: Amid
heavy rainfall in
Mumbai, a delivery
agent made waves on
social media after
using a horse to deliver
food packages. In a
video, the delivery
person was filmed
travelling on
horseback to deliver food packages as
roads were flooded with water due to
incessant rainfall in the city. AGENCIES

DELIVERY BOY RIDES HORSE TO DROP
OFF ORDER AMID HEAVY MUMBAI RAINS

Ans: D

China said its position
on the Kashmir issue is

“consistent and 
clear-cut.” 

Yair Lapid

Image of the partial solar eclipse clicked by NASA's
Solar Dynamics Observatory (SDO) 

1. B. South Korea 2. C. RRajasthan

3. A. Dhanalakshmi

A N S W E R S

ODD NEWS
OF THE WEEK

NASA CAPTURES BREATHTAKING IMAGE
OF AN ECLIPSE FROM SPACE

Tehran, Iran: At least
five people were
killed and 19 injured
when a strong
earthquake shook
southern Iran early
on July 2. The 6.0
magnitude quake hit
100 kilometres (60
miles) southwest of the port city of Bandar Abbas in
Hormozgan province, the US Geological Survey said. The
quake struck just a minute after a 5.7 tremor. AGENCIES

EARTHQUAKE IN SOUTHERN IRAN
CLAIMS 5 LIVES, OVER 19 INJURED

Water levels of Rome's historic river, the Tiber, have fallen
so low that it is now possible to see the remains of an

ancient Roman bridge built by the Roman Emperor Nero

DROUGHT REVEALS RUINS OF
ANCIENT BRIDGE IN ROME

WHAT CAUSES EARTHQUAKES?

 The tectonic plates are always slowly moving, but they get
stuck at their edges due to friction. When the stress on

the edge overcomes the friction, there is an
earthquake that releases energy in waves
that travel through the earth's crust.
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