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Borshch Soup gets endangered 
heritage tag from Unesco

T
he UN’s cultural agency, on
Friday, inscribed the culture
of cooking ‘Borshch Soup in

Ukraine’ on its list of endangered
cultural heritage in a move urged
by Kyiv but vehemently opposed
by Moscow. 

NIFT holds workshop on ‘Bhopali Batua’

I
n a bid to preserve traditional arts
and crafts associated with minority
communities, a workshop on

“Bhopali Batua” is being organised in
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, under the
aegis of the National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT) from
July 1-17 – to provide training and
upgrading the skills of craftsmen.

Excited to be part of ‘culturally
inclusive’ Ms Marvel: Akhtar 

I
t’s not the length of the role
but the excitement to be a
part of Marvel Studios’ first

steps in the South Asian sub-
continent that motivated
actor-filmmaker Farhan Akhtar
to join ‘Ms Marvel’, a show he
believes is landmark in the way it represents “our cultures and
our people”. Akhtar has made his Marvel Cinematic Universe
(MCU) debut with an OTT platform. When he was first offered
‘Ms Marvel’, the actor said he was bowled over by the cultural
inclusivity and diversity of the show.

SCHOOLS IN KYIV TO OPEN
IN SEPTEMBER

S chools in Ukraine’s capital Kyiv
will re-open for classes at the
start of the school year on

September 1, the city’s authorities said.
Kyiv schools, which are now on summer
holidays, had all gone online after
Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24.
“The most important task for the new
school year is the safety of students
and teachers,” Olena Fidanyan, head of
Kyiv’s education and science depart-
ment, said in a statement.

‘NOT UNDER ANY PRESSURE’

I ndia’s star javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra feels the pressure of being
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics gold

medallist is unlikely to affect his per-
formance at the World Championships,
in Oregon, the US, starting July 15. The
24-year-old has raised expectations of
gold in the World Championships follow-
ing his sterling performance at the
Stockholm Diamond League 2022, in
Sweden, on Thursday, where he broke
the national record again with a throw
of 89.94m to finish second. The Indian
javelin ace fell just six centimetres
short of the elusive 90m mark.

NEWS
FLASH

BACK TO
SCHOOL

■ The new parameters will be
a supplement to the evaluation
norms that already exist and
are based on co-curricular and
academic activities. 
■ The guidelines will, however,
not be binding on private
schools.

CULTURE FASHION MOVIES
#WHAT’S TRENDING 

““IInncclluussiivviittyy  &&  ttoolleerraannccee
CHAPTERS WE NEED TO REVISIT

AT EVERY STEP IN LIFE
S tudents want to know why is it

that while they are taught about
inclusivity, diversity and tolerance

in school, and told to steer clear of
prejudice, stereotypes and discrimination;
in reality, our country still faces moments
of tragic mishappenings? Team Times
NIE presents Gen Alpha’s thoughts on
how we all need some soul-searching...  

TIMES NIE
IN CONVERSATION
WITH STUDENTS

 The headlines in newspapers are
screaming nowadays about the
mishappenings in the country.
Inclusivity and tolerance are
tenets of democratic society, but

somewhere, we need to revisit the
basic lessons of humanity, which we

are taught in schools, at every step in life.
People turn intolerant when often provoked. This is
where the pillars of society — media, government and
judiciary — should step in and change the narrative.  
RUHAN SHUKLA, Class XI, St Kabir School, Ahmedabad 

 Although in
textbooks, we
are taught
about diversity,
in reality, peo-

ple forget to cel-
ebrate this. This is

due to many facing
unequal employment opportunities
and feeling socially insecure even
today. Our country needs to strength-
en its people with sound economy,
integrated education, and policies
that secure every social strata. 
AKSHAJ B, Class VI, KV, SAP, T’puram

 Being inclusive is the basic fabric
of our country. If we are not inclu-
sive, we will no longer remain one,
but 28 different identities. India has
progressed so far based on this
tenet. We must continue to progress

on this path, rather
than digress by

stirring up 
differences. 
INIKA JAIN, 

Class VI,

Gitanjali Primary

School, Hyderabad

 While on one
hand we are
talking of
India trans-
forming itself

as a ‘powerful
influencer’ in the

world, on the other, internally, we
need to address some issues of 
intolerance and prejudice. The
nation’s strength lies in its 
internal harmony.
ANKITA SARKAR, Class XII, Adamas

International School, Kolkata

 Discrimination, prejudice and bias
are ‘tumours in society’. India needs
to be inclusive for democracy to
thrive and to avoid conflicts between
people. Every leadership, every
establishment must ensure that neg-

ative elements
don’t mar the

growth and
well-being of
the country. 
PAARTHVI G H,

Class XII, Sophia

High School, B’luru

 Why does India need to be
inclusive? It needs to be inclu-
sive for the lower caste, which
has faced years of prejudice;
for the transgender communi-

ty, which is yet to find a secure
social standing; for every person

who wishes to practise his religion; for the reporters
who risk their lives for news and for us, who look for-
ward to living in a progressive country.
SWONSHUTAA DASH, Class XI, Jamanabai Narsee School,
Mumbai

It is baffling that
despite being taught
about inclusivity, secu-
larism, tolerance, equal-
ity from childhood, our
opinions start taking a
new shape when we
become adults, and see
the country operating
differently. Perhaps,
lack of education and
that of equal opportuni-
ties are the reasons
why there’s a discon-
nect between the core
principles of the
Constitution and the
ground reality. 
MANAS KAPUR, Class XII,
Sri Venkateshwar Int'l,
Dwarka, Delhi

 Chapter 2 of Social
Science, ‘DIVERSITY AND
DISCRIMINATION’, of Class
VI textbook talks about
how “we feel hurt, angry,
helpless or sad, when
friends or others are
treated differently”. The
chapter explores how

experiences in society are
connected to the inequali-
ties that exist around us.
 There are eight major
religions in the world. Each
of them is practised in
India. We have over 1,600
languages. Yet, we see dis-
crimination even today.

DIVERSITY & DISCRIMINATION CHAPTER EXPLAINS

TAKING IT
FORWARD IN
CLASSROOM: 
 Divide students into groups
and ask each group to imagine
themselves as leaders, and
develop a policy roadmap that
can help different social strata,
solve inequalities, and minimise

the educational
gap between the
privileged and
the underprivi-
leged. 
 Then ask each
group to make decks and pres-
ent it in the classroom.
 Hold a ‘voting procedure’ to
unanimously select the best pre-
sentation, like in a democracy.

WHAT NCERT TEXTBOOK TEACHES

“Bhopali Batua” is a string purse famous for its unique
design with beads skillfully stitched over a makhmali 
(velvet) cloth.

Ukraine considers BORSHCH — a thick nourishing soup usually made
with beetroot — its national dish although it is also widely consumed
in Russia, other ex-Soviet countries and Poland.

”

MINDSET CURRICULA
School students in the national capi-
tal will now be assessed for the
impact of mindset curricula in their
behaviour along with other scholas-
tic subjects, according to new
assessment guidelines by the Delhi
government.

According to the new assessment
guidelines of the Directorate of
Education, students of Classes III-
VIII will be assessed for HAPPINESS
AND DESHBHAKTI CURRICULA, while
students of Class IX and Class XI will
be assessed for DESHBHAKTI AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP MINDSET
CURRICULA. However, students of
Class XI will have an additional cri-
terion for assessment, which is their
participation in BUSINESS BLASTERS
– unique challenges and opportuni-
ties that nations of the Tropics face.
It provides an opportunity to take
stock of progress across the Tropics,
to share stories and expertise, and
to acknowledge the diversity and
potential of the region.

1 PREJUDICE: To judge
people negatively or see

them as inferior. The text-
book explains, “We show
prejudice about people’s reli-
gious beliefs, skin colour,
region they come from,
accent etc... our prejudices
are so strong we don’t want
to form friendships with
them.”

2 CREATING STEREOTYPES:
The textbook states an

example for students on
notions created such as: “We
are born as boys and girls...
Don’t cry. You are a boy. Boys
are brave, they don’t cry.”
Students are told
how such stereo-
types affect a child’s
growth.

3 DISCRIMINATION:
The textbook men-

tions that discrimina-
tion happens when
people act on preju-

dices and
stereo-
types. An
example
mentioned in
the textbook is of
“Muslims not being inter-
ested in educating girls.”
The textbook goes on to
explain why this is just a
‘stereotypical belief’.

“Studies have shown
that poverty, not reli-
gion, amongst
Muslims, tribals or so-
called lower caste is
the cause for girls not
getting educated or
being drop outs.”

4 CASTE BIAS: The
textbook states,

“Dalit means those who
have been broken”. It

goes on: “Being made to sit sepa-
rately in class because of one’s
background is a form
of discrimination”. 

LESSON
TIME
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LANGUAGE LAB
PICS: ISTOCK

O
K is actually editorial joke that inadvertently
went viral. It all began in the office of Charles
Gordon Greene at the ‘Boston Morning Post’. The
year was 1839, and abbreviations were all the
rage in newspapers. This trend produced many

unsuccessful terms such as OW—an OK-like term for “oll
wright” (all right) that flopped”. OK first appeared as an
abbreviation for “Oll Korrect,” printed in a satirical article
about grammar. The word’s origins were only revealed in
the 1960s, however, when etymologist Allen Read did some
digging — through suggestions that the word might come
from Europe, a Civil War nickname for biscuits, or an abbre-
viation for the telegraph term Open Key.

P
ersuasion is “the action or
fact of persuading some-
one or of being persuad-
ed to do or believe some-
thing.” We’ve all been in-

fluenced at one point or another
through persuasive communication
techniques, whether it was to try
something new, make a purchase, or
challenge an opinion.

BACK TO ARISTOTLE
The craft of persuasive speech has in-
terested scholars dating all the way
back to the ancient Romans (such as
Cicero in his text ‘De Oratore’) and the
Ancient Greeks (including Plato and,

most notably, Aristotle). Aristotle de-
fined “rhetoric” as the art of persua-
sive speaking, writing, and commu-
nicating. Born around 350 B.C, he used
rhetoric as a strategy to reach his au-
dience. In his toolbox were three main
elements: ethos, pathos and logos.
Ethos relates directly to building trust;
being knowledgeable about what you
are communicating. Pathos is the abil-
ity to stir up strong emotions in your
audience/readers/listeners. Many
point out that this is how Trump was
able to get the presidency — despite
his shortcomings. The last tool is Lo-
gos, logic and reasoning. Or in other
words, choice of language or use of
facts. Using arguments, facts, statis-

tics to back your
content.

WIN A
DEBATE
When you
boil it
down, per-
suasion is all
about power.
You are making
someone change
their mind about
something, and that
is no easy task.  It will
require you to present

yourself confidently – not only as be-
ing absolutely right, but as believing
that you are absolutely right. Persua-
sive speeches can come in many forms,
such as sales pitches, debates, and le-
gal proceedings. Language is an area
where debaters can improve their style
winning them points with judges, and
making it easier for them to win. For
instance, never use words like “I guess”
or “I think” in a debate. They sound
unsure and flimsy. Instead use the fol-

lowing examples to make
your point:

1. “Personally, I
have found [this

concept] to be
true.”
2. “I can tell
you from per-
sonal experi-
ence that [this

product] is of ex-
cellent quality.”

3.“I have dealt with
many people over the

years, and never once have
I heard them say that [your opponent’s
position] is best for them.”
4.What needs to be done/what we need
to do. . .

W
ith its oldest texts dat-
ing back to around 1500
BCE, SSaannsskkrriitt iiss pprroobbaa-

bbllyy tthhee sseeccoonndd oollddeesstt llaann-
gguuaaggee iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd ssttiillll bbeeiinngg
uusseedd ttooddaayy.. Sanskrit is largely
used in religious texts and cer-
emonies that persist today,
with a place in Buddhism,
Hinduism, and Jainism.
However, Sanskrit words and

phrases are
also fre-
quently used
by bureaucratic
institutions – from
missile names to school
mottos – in India, Indonesia,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, and other
parts of South and Southeast
Asia. Regardless of whether or
not anyone’s actually speaking

Sanskrit at home, there
are certainly people
who speak and read it
as a second language in
India and beyond, with
entire universities dedi-
cated to the study of
Sanskrit. 

Queries relating to
language skills
Do you find grammar confus-
ing? Do you get stuck with
words when writing a let-
ter, an essay or a blog?
Do you have a fear of
public speaking? Or do you
simply want to improve your
communication skills? Times NIE is
here to help you to master the intri-
cacies of the English language. Just
shoot us your queries on
toinie175@gmail.com

A
s a Gen Z 
person, it is
totally nor-
mal to look
at physical

libraries like some
Indiana Jones relic.
Most of us millennials
loved our time there borrowing amazing
books we either couldn’t afford, or in some
cases were so rare, they weren’t easily
available in India. But for you, in 2022, the
reasons are so much more myriad than just
that. So what indeed makes visiting French
libraries such a pivotal decision in super
speeding your learning curve?

Each curated multimedia library is an
orchard of history and culture. And every

time you step into one, it is like taking
a ride in a time machine that reading
no e-book on your couch can
quench. Together, let’s find out how:

CONDUCIVE AND CARING
Imagine you want to understand or practise
a particular set of tenses or adverbs in
French, you can either sit on Google for an
hour after school trying to find blogs and
books or you can just ask the librarian
who will tell you about
this song that
almost seems cus-
tom-made only to
clear your queries.
Just like that, in ten
minutes you are not
only humming this love-
ly new favourite but you

also have a conceptual clarity that is going
to stay. If you want to enjoy your new lan-
guage and really learn to speak and listen
like natives do, you need a wider exposure
than your academic book. Reading and lis-
tening more will strengthen your conversa-
tional and writing skills. Grammar is impor-
tant but learnt in isolation, you will forget
all your French by the time you graduate
school.

CONTENT CASTLE
What you need is simply authentic content
that excites you. How do award-winning
mystery and sci-fi comics from great
Belgian and French artists sound? Try
Aldebaran, Survivants and Aiôn. No, you’re
more into fantasy, then how about Asgard?
You will find graphic novels on Syria, Japan
and even the World Wars. The choice of
fresh foreign publications that are neither
sold nor printed in India is endless. The
French libraries also have a dedicated TV
with multiple headphones for you to watch
French shows, cartoons or news on French
channels like France24 and TV5monde.
From latest magazines to short stories,

photogra-

phy, art, tourism, theatre and video games.
And all this with a section specifically dedi-
cated to children and adolescents!

COMPLIMENTARY VISITS
The best part? It is completely free of cost!
You can visit any time and spend time dis-
covering the resources. You only need mem-
bership if you want to take some documents
home or use the online library,
Culturethèque. The ambience makes you
want to thrive in lightspeed with experts
around to guide you according to your inter-
ests. Do you play any sports? It’s like a
national sports camp. Yes, you can always
play that sport at home but in the right
place, with the right coach and the right
team players, the difference is pleasantly
wonderful in the long term. And when there
are like minded players around, envision how
fun the learning journey will be together. 

The French libraries are a network of
libraries located in several cities in India: In
Delhi, visit the one on Lodhi Road; in
Mumbai, near Churchgate station; in
Chandigarh, sector 36-A; in Bangalore, visit
Vasanthnagar. Bhopal, Chennai, Goa,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Pondicherry, Pune or

Trivandrum, wherever you live, a whole
new world of French
awaits you!

GGuunnjjaann GGuuppttaa iiss aa
pprrooffeessssoorr ooff FFrreenncchh,,
FFrraannccoopphhoonnee lliitteerraa-

ttuurree aanndd EEuurrooppeeaann aarrtt
hhiissttoorryy.. SShhee tteeaacchheess

FFrreenncchh aatt tthhee AAlllliiaannccee
FFrraannççaaiissee ddee DDeellhhii..

HISTORY HAS IT

NNeeww:: This word is one of the easi-
est ways to increase your traffic and

conversions significantly.
It’s “new”. Humans

love novelty. We
love being on the

cutting edge of
things. We love new

things and love
hearing
about things

first. That’s
why this word
works. 
 FFrreeee:: It is one of
the most intoxi-
catingly convinc-

ing words in the
human language. In one
experiment, Dan Ariely,
researcher at Duke

University, surveyed 76 people in a
lineup to get a free tattoo. It turns
out that 68% of the people in that
lineup wouldn’t have even gotten a
tattoo if it weren’t free.
YYoouu:: We are all obsessed with our-
selves. Hearing your own name
makes your brain activity light up like
a Christmas tree. In short, it makes
you pay attention. To persuade any-
one to do anything (like buy your
product), they have to pay attention. 
 HHeeaalltthh:: Your listeners gravitate
toward self-preservation. See if you
can make a connection to your topic.
 LLoovvee:: Don’t overuse it. It’s one of
the most powerful words when you
know what your listeners/readers
love the most.
 SSaavvee:: Everyone loves to 
save money and time. It’s a comfort-

MANNER OF SPEAKING

The Art of 
PERSUASIVE
LANGUAGE
From the TV chef telling us to cook healthy meals, to a magazine article
detailing why we need to exercise regularly – providing a
point of view and backing it up with facts to persuade
the audience, is a critical skill for children to learn

6 MOST PERSUASIVE WORDS 
IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE

As
students develop

an understanding of how
writing can influence or

change another’s thoughts or
actions, they can begin to under-

stand the persuasive nature of
all the advertising they are
exposed to through televi-

sion, the Internet, and
other media

LEARNING NEW LANGUAGE

W
ordle is surely addictive,
but after you solve the
daily puzzle or use up all
your guesses, you have to
wait until the next day to

play again. This is what you could do in
the meantime:

1. Absurdle
Absurdle calls itself the “adversarial ver-
sion” of Wordle. While Wordle nudges you
in the right direction with each guess, Ab-
surdle actively misleads you. Absurdle
doesn’t pick a word at the beginning of
the game for the player to guess. In-
stead it uses the player’s
guesses to narrow its list of
words down in an effort to
make the game go as long
as possible. 

2. Primel
This one is for all the maths
lovers out there. Primel is al-
most exactly like Wordle — ex-
cept that instead of a five-let-
ter word, you have to guess a
five-figure prime number.
Primel draws from the pool of
finite number of five-letter
primes, and is quite challeng-

ing even for the kind of people who can rat-
tle off prime numbers in their sleep. 4. Eldrow

Yes, you guessed it right! Eldrow is Wor-
dle spelt backwards and is played back-
wards too. Developed by Indian software
engineer J Krishnamurthi, Eldrow
prompts the player to guess the previous
word from the final answer. It has two
words per puzzle, where one word is the
clue and the other is the answer, and you
get the right answer by working back-
wards from the clue. Eldrow releases five
games per day, and has become quite pop-

ular of late.

5. Wordle
Unlimited
This one is a safe pick for
those of you who despite
your best efforts just
can’t overcome the Wor-
dle fever. No shame here,
the game can be tricky!
Thankfully, Wordle 
Unlimited does exactly
what you’d assume, it
allows you to tackle a
classic game of
Worldle with no guess
limit.

5 WORD GAMES TO PLAY WHILE YOU
WAIT FOR YOUR NEXT WORDLE

WORD GETS AROUND

3. Crosswordle
In this Wordle-inspired game, you
have to figure out two words of
varying lengths that intersect with
each other like a crossword puzzle.
The gray, yellow and green colour
blocks are the same, and there’s one
puzzle a day. However, it looks like
you can guess as many times as you
want until you either get the words or
give up.

3 reasons why the FRENCH
LIBRARY is the COOLEST
PLACE to HANG OUT for

FRENCH LEARNERS

OK INVENTED
How was

175 years ago?

CChheessss:: Chariot, Horse, Elephant, Soldiers
JJookkee:: Joy Of Kids Entertainment 
AAIIMM:: Ambition in Mind
DDaattee:: Day and Time Evolution
EEaatt:: Energy and taste
TTeeaa:: Taste and Energy Admitted.
BByyee:: Be with you Everytime
SSccuubbaa:: Self-Contained Underwater Breathing
Apparatus
RRaaddaarr:: Radio Detection And Ranging.
GGIIFF:: Graphics interchange format

MORE ABBREVIATIONS


