
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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The young have soaring aspirations 
and gushing ambitions. The mag-
netism of overseas education after

high school is galloping in popularity by
leaps and bounds. Social media has
blurred geographical boundaries. The far
horizons are miraculously within reach.
Advances in educational opportunities,
infrastructures and technology are trans-
forming wistful dreams of global
lifestyles into reality. 
Education beyond the text-based curricu-
lum is about broadening perceptions,
refining attitudes, vitalizing understand-
ing & strengthening discernment.
Students are becoming fearless to take
flight, transcend boundaries and cross
borders. Learn on the go, new friends, novel
experiences, a few accomplishments and plenty
of memories! Aspiring students foresee overseas
study as propelling a path to lucrative employ-
ment & quality of lifestyle.
Students have the flexibility of choice to com-
bine varying subjects according to their apti-
tudes and amplify an inter-disciplinary approach.
However, students have to adapt to a different
classroom methodology which is self-exploratory
and includes practical learning, workshops, and
seminars. Students are graded on GPA, which is a
more accurate representation of the overall
development of the student. Going abroad even as early
as after class X is one of the best ways to leverage his/her
potential - the student builds the right study base from an
early stage and magnifies benefits. 
One of the key questions about studying abroad is the
destination. The go-to destination of the USA, Canada, UK,
Australia, New Zealand, and Europe provide research and
innovation making opportunities, encouraging students to
build industry-relevant skills. The prevalence of English
speaking populace creates an ease of living and communi-
cation. Singapore is emerging as a mesmerizing hub.
Singapore has a strong Southeast Asian community and is
now becoming the first choice for Indian students, even
for those opting to study after class X. Also, institutions
from the USA, UK and Australia have opened satellite cam-

puses to offer their courses at a very minimal
cost. 
Reports in 2020 revealed that, on average, 26
per cent of students pursued Business and
Management-related courses while 18 per cent
pursued Engineering areas. It suggests that the
competition in these professions has intensi-
fied. One of the best ways to stay ahead of the
race is to forge unique career paths. 
Among the interesting academic programmes in
2021 is Eco-technology which focuses on devel-
oping facilities and technologies that will com-
plement the sustainable development of our

ecosystem. Urban design & planning, econometrics, cours-
es on dance therapy, psychology, bio-informatics, data sci-
ence and AI are other popular academic fields. 
Experiencing strange time zones, adjusting the body clock
and currency! It means stepping out of the comfort zone
and a change of habits. It may be overwhelming at times
to face unfamiliar situations. But they will soon acquire
acumen and discover inner strengths. They will acquire a
heightened sense of responsibility and independence.
Students are quickly emboldened to fine-tune their deci-
sion-making capacity.  The biggest takeaway is imbibing a
shared vision of a secure world that makes the studying
abroad experience so valuable.
One’s destination is never a place, but a new way of see-
ing things. _ Henry Miller

HAPPY PICKINGS: Prithvi Shastry, art teacher, 
Sophia High School

NATIONALITY WITH ELEGANCE: Nanditha M B, class
X,  Samved School

THE RIVERSIDE: J Srivarthini, class VI, 
The Oxford Senior Secondary School

IN THE PRESENT: V Hema, class IX,  
HAL Public School

A"Bhoomi Pooja" for a government school at By-
taranapura was initiated by director of Vidyashilp
Education Group Kiran Pai and the foundation

stone was laid by founder of Vidyashilp Academy
Dayananda Pai, on  May 12, 2022. A new school will be re-
built for the benefit of government school students, who
will enjoy state of the art facilities, playground and dig-
ital learning class rooms.

The school will be rebuilt  as part of the Vidyashilp
Community Trust which is striving to improve all the 21

government schools it has adopted. The move will bene-
fit 4288 students of North 4 Region.

Vidyashilp Community Trust was set up in 2018 to
provide government school children with comprehen-
sive, holistic, quality education which would allow every
child to bloom to their fullest potential. The aim is to
transform rural, semi-urban and urban government
schools into model schools, so that they are on the same
level as the best schools in the city in terms of quality,
facilities, infrastructure and performance.

Head of Vidyashilp Community Trust Radhika Pai
on the occasion said that this small step of rebuilding the
school will ensure students of the adopted school enjoy
the best facilities in their learning spaces. "We look for-
ward to giving to the society, students who will contribute
to make our country a better nation."

Overseas education broadens perception,
refines attitude, decision-making

VIDYASHILP ACADEMY

Bhoomi pooja, foundation
stone laid for govt school

Video gaming has taken over the
world of many teens, and the
number of youngsters getting

hooked to video games is on the rise,
every day. This has led to the rise of
e-sport campaigns and tournaments. 
Available on different platforms, these
international tournaments with multi-
player games are gaining popularity.
Gaming was once seen as an activity
to relieve stress.  But the e-sport
tournaments have made them very
competitive. 
There are many teens in India who
have had great success in these tour-
naments.  However most parents think
that gaming is a waste of time and
money and don't want their children

to get addicted to these games. But
they don't realize the potential of
gaming for this generation. 
Many youngsters have had to give up
playing, leading to disappointment
and resentment. When parents seize
their children's devices and refuse to
let them have it back, it leads to
other consequences. Parents perhaps
do this because they have seen many
gamers end up as addicts, ruining
their lives over games. 
Which gives rise to the question,
should we ban gaming? 
The gaming industry is huge, with
thousands of employees, all of whom
could lose their livelihood if gaming is
totally banned. It will have an effect

on the economy too as gaming and
related fields contribute vastly to the
economy across the world. 
No doubt gaming has claimed the lives
of many innocent, intelligent young-
sters. As a 13-year-old who also plays
video games, I would like to say play
with moderation. But more important-
ly, get back to old and once fascinat-
ing and joyful times like playing foot-
ball, cricket, tennis and other such
physical games with your friends. Get
back to reading interesting books with
marvelously-made stories and make
wonderful memories spending time
with friends and family. Do not let e-
games ruin your life. 
Aldrin S Thomas, class VII, Carmel
Academy

Agnes Davies,
director academics
and principal,
Sherwood High
School

Give video games a rest, get
back to the old outdoors 

Love your family, the big pillar of support
One of the precious gifts

God has given to us is
our 'family'. Our par-

ents and grandparents head
the family. Thus we should re-
spect all our family members.
Now coming to our parents,
though we call them as dad
and mom, they are with us as
friends, parents, companions etc. They
are with us in every situation
whether good or bad. If they scold
us, it's for our good only.

Nowadays, especially
owing to
phone addic-
tion, all are
in their own
w o r l d
s i t -

ting immersed in gadgets. Re-
sulting in even forgetting fam-
ily values. For some others
maybe friends come first in life
but by understanding the fa-
mous quote 'friends come and
go in life but family lasts for-
ever' we should understand

that friends can
also be

there for some but family should come
first when you want to share your
thoughts.

Thus we should love our family
as they love us. We should share all
our thoughts, dreams, happiness or
even sorrow with them. 'the love of a
family is the life's greatest blessing' 
Narmada S Anoob,class IX,  MGM
Central  Public School,
Thiruvananthapuram 



L
ewis Hamilton said he
is hoping for rain and
a change of luck in

Sunday’s Monaco Grand Prix
after qualifying eighth for
Mercedes.

The seven-time champi-
on admitted he had little hope
of claiming pole or winning
after seeing local hero Charles
Leclerc take pole position
ahead of his Ferrari team-
mate Carlos Sainz.

“Yes, I do want it to rain,”
he said, as dark clouds gath-
ered in the Mediterranean
principality where the micro-
climate can be as capricious
as his new era Mercedes car.

“If it rains, it will make
it a little better than if I was
driving around in the dry in
just eighth place.

“I was seventh here last
year and I just drove around
in seventh. It’s so hard to over-
take here so I’m hoping that

the weather plays up and cre-
ates opportunities.

“Many people do differ-
ent strategies, and it will be
nice to have some luck for
once.” His Mercedes team-
mate George Russell quali-
fied sixth. AFP

HAMILTON HOPING
FOR MONACO RAIN,

CHANGE OF LUCK
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D
aniil Medvedev, determined not to
be remembered for his short-lived
stay at world number one, said that
he is targeting a return to the top
with a stellar showing at the

French Open.

REALLY HAPPY
Medvedev, ranked second, claimed top spot in
late February but was overtaken by Novak
Djokovic just two weeks later. The Russian
can ascend the summit once again if he reach-
es the final at Roland Garros. “I for sure want
to be there for more than two weeks. I want to
try to do it,” Medvedev said after his straight-
sets win over Miomir Kecmanovic on Satur-
day to reach the fourth round in Paris. “It’s
not something that pressures me, because I’m
really happy I managed to do it. I remember
Indian Wells. I lost, and didn’t like my match
against Gael (Monfils). That’s when I knew I
was going to lose the No. 1 spot.”

GREAT MOTIVATION
The 26-year-old joked that he looked up the

players who had spent the shortest time at
number one and realised he was in fine com-
pany. “I went on the Internet and looked,
just like this on Google, who were the short-
est like No. 1 players in the world, and the
first I saw Pat Rafter being there for one
week, and he’s an absolute
legend, and Carlos Moya
was somewhere
there,” Medvedev
said. “It’s some-
thing nobody can
take away from
me. Not that
many players
could take it while
they play tennis.
It’s a great motiva-
tion to try to come
back there.”
Medvedev, who faces
Marin Cilic on Monday,
will miss Wimbledon after
Russian and Belarusian players were
banned from the grasscourt major over
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine, for which
Belarus has been a key staging area. AP
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V
inicius Junior scored the
only goal of the game as Real
Madrid beat Liverpool 1-0 in
Saturday’s Champions
League final in Paris to be-
come kings of Europe for a
record-extending 14th time

after a night marred by problems outside the
ground that led to the kick-off being delayed
by over half an hour. Brazilian winger Vinicius
turned in Fede Valverde’s low cross in the 59th
minute at the Stade de France.

TROPHY TREBLE
Liverpool will wonder what might have been
had the outstanding Thibaut Courtois not
pushed Sadio Mane’s shot onto the inside of a
post when they were on top in the first half, as

they fell short of a trophy treble. Winners of
the English League Cup and FA Cup this sea-
son, they just missed out to Manchester City
for the Premier League title and were denied a
victory here which would have put them level
with AC Milan on seven European Cups.

Instead, Real have a fifth Champions League
in nine seasons to go with their Spanish title,

as Carlo Ancelotti becomes the first coach to
win European club football’s greatest prize for
a fourth time. Ancelotti was also in charge of
Real when they won the 2014 final having tri-
umphed with AC Milan in 2003 and in 2007, the
latter victory coming against Liverpool. The
match kicked off 35 minutes later than the
planned 9:00 pm start after chaos at entrances
to the stadium led to thousands of Liverpool
fans being unable to get to their seats.

FACE OF GOAL
Liverpool were seen as favourites to avenge their
loss to the Spanish giants in the 2018 final in
Kyiv and they began to take control of the game.
Mane came close in the 21st minute as he skipped
his way into a shooting position inside the box
only for Courtois to tip his net-bound shot onto

his right-hand post. Klopp’s side, with Fabinho
and Thiago Alcantara starting in midfield af-
ter overcoming fitness worries, were in control
but could not turn their superiority into a lead.
Real, meanwhile, created almost nothing in the
first half with Karim Benzema quiet, but their
captain briefly thought he had got the break-
through two minutes before the interval.

The Frenchman prodded home after the ball
broke back to him inside the area but the off-
side flag was raised. The decision to disallow
the goal was upheld after a lengthy VAR check,
despite Fabinho deflecting Valverde’s touch
through to Benzema. Yet Ancelotti’s side kept
their nerve and were rewarded with the goal.
Valverde drove forward down the right before
firing a low ball across the face of goal for Vini-
cius to turn it in at the far post past his Brazil-
ian national team colleague Alisson. AGENCIES

MEDVEDEV PUSH FOR TOP RANKING
RUSSIAN WINS AGAINST KECMANOVIC TO REACH FOURTH ROUND

You miss 100 percent of the shots you don’t take.

Wayne Gretzky, Canadian ice hockey player
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Daniil Medvedev

■  It’s been so long since No. 1-ranked Iga

Swiatek lost - 31 matches now - and even

since she ceded so much as a set - that

last happened more than a month ago -

that she could be forgiven if she could-

n’t recall how to react when in trouble

on a tennis court.

■  Which is why it was worth watch-

ing as the 2020 French Open champi-

on navigated a couple of tricky spots

in the third round at Roland Garros on

Saturday.

■  Turns out Swiatek didn’t panic and didn’t

allow thoughts about this dominant run

coming to an end distract her in what would

become a 6-3 7-5 victory against hard-hit-

ting Danka Kovinic of Montenegro.

SWIATEK FINDS FOCUS

AMID 31-MATCH WIN

Iga Swiatek
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These boys played an outstand-

ing season. The two competi-

tions we couldn’t win, we didn’t win

for the smallest possible margin.

JURGEN KLOPP

Jurgen Klopp

CLAIM CHAMPIONS LEAGUE TITLE FOR RECORD 14TH TIME

Marcelo of Real

Madrid lifts the UEFA

Champions League

Trophy after their

side’s victory in the

UEFA Champions

League final match

between Liverpool FC

and Real Madrid at

Stade de France
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