
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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THE LOST CROWN

Her clattered sword lay beside her
While her Kingdom fell to the ground
She couldn't do anything as her heart sped along.
She trembled as she saw it burn, she crumbled with her cas-
tle
She was lost and alone in a world so big as her courage scat-
tered around.

It is a story I tell often, how the lone princess suffered
She knew not whether she would survive
So, she gave up on her Kingdome.
Resignation flood through her as she looked about
Bleeding bodies and bleeding hearts of her Kingdom lied
around.
She saw no hope, defeated she felt, as she heard the
screams and shouts.
After all She was lost and alone in a world so big with her
courage scattered around.      

But she remembered what the wise ones had once said
That Fear only comes when you have something worth fight-

ing for
So scared to lose that something, afraid it would never
return.
So, she picked up her mighty sword and the crumbled pieces
of her valour.
She called upon her scattered army as she sliced the hearts
of her rivals.
With each one that fought beside her to protect their
Kingdom
She grew stronger and bolder as they neared their nemesis. 

Shouts of victory could be heard everywhere,
The Brave Princess stood tall and fair.
She built her crumbled castle with the help of her subjects
She shouted 'victory' along with her subjects.  
The Brave Princess ascended her throne
No longer meek and alone.
She was the Brave Queen who fought for her Throne.
And this is how ends the tale of the Lost Crown.      

Kushi Jathanna, class X, Deens Academy, ECC.

Daisy Jones and the Six was one of the biggest rock
bands on the 70s LA scene. Led by Daisy Jones, the
gifted singer with a wild streak, and charismatic vo-

calist Billy Dunne, the
band rises to the pinnacle
of fame when suddenly in
the middle of a tour, the
band breaks up. The story
had been unknown until
now.

First things first,
Daisy Jones and the six is
not an actual band (spoil-
er). But the way Taylor
Jenkins Reid presents it,
the story immerses you
in right from the begin-
ning. All the glamour, the
good, the bad and the
ugly are laid bare in front
of the reader. And, that
for me was one of the
best aspects of the book
because often we tend to
idealise celebrities all

while forgetting that they're human beings after all.
Each character gets a voice in this story and what's in-

teresting to note, is the fact that when you are reading,
you notice that the same event is
told differently from various POVs.
It shows just how unreliable our
memories are and how often we al-
ter narratives to suit our purposes.
But overall, I will say that Taylor
Jenkins Reid is absolutely amazing
at building this world and making it
as real and as close to its real-world
counterpart.

This book makes for a delightful
and heart breaking read as you
skim through the pages. I would ab-
solutely recommend this to anyone
who is looking for a glam escapism.

Aarya Bhanushali, class XII, Thakur
College Of Science And Commerce,

Mumbai

PUTTING LEISURE HOURS TO CREATIVE USE

S ummer holidays have 
always been a cre-
ativity enhancer for

me. Doodling, painting and
quilling are a few hobbies
I've gained after brooding
for long in these idle times.

Recently, I've used
quilling designs to make
earrings. To begin, we need
a quilling tool, quilling
paper and some decorative
sticking beads along with a
pair of hook and ring.

In this design, I've used
three colours. You can use
more as per your wish.
First, make a tight coil of a
quilling strip. Cover this
coil 
sideways with smaller coils of
considerable lumen giving it a
flowery appearance. Use another

strip to make a boundary
over this flower. Like this,
you can go ahead and make
as many layers as you wish
and decorate it with beads,
glitters and more.

Attach your design 
with the ring and hook and
that's it! Your DIY earrings

are ready to complete that 
gorgeous look of yours!

Atulika Bajpai, class XII, 
Jaipuriar School, Mumbai

The third in the series of seven
books, J.K. Rowling's Harry
Potter and the Prisoner of

Azkaban is fascinating.  
Harry Potter's godfather Sirius Black
is falsely accused of murdering
Harry's parents. After 12 years of
imprisonment in Azkaban, the wiz-
arding world's prison, he escapes

and goes to
Hogwarts. Read
the book to find
out why! 
I loved the way
Harry's Patronus
takes the form of a

stag, the same as his late father's
Animagus form. Reading this book
made me wonder what would have
happened to Sirius Black if he had
not been falsely imprisoned? This
book is really good for everyone to
read. Overall, I give this book 5
stars, for its gripping twist in the

plot, characters that are chosen so
carefully and completely justify and
contribute well to the plot.  The fic-
tion and the fantasy is well defined
and captures the imagination.
It is no woner the book has been

translated in over 80 languages.  
Box
Although the author's name is
Joanne Rowling, Harry Potter was
published under her pen name 'J.K.
Rowling'. This was suggested by her
editor, who thought that boys might
not want to read a book written by a
woman. As she has no middle name,
she chose the initial 'K' for
'Kathleen' the name of her paternal
grandmother.
Shakti Vinodini, class VII, Vishwa
Vidyapeeth- CBSE, Yelahanka

The Billboard Music Awards cel-
ebrate some of the biggest stars
currently in the music industry!

The awards show has celebrated some
of the most distinguished and talent-
ed artists the world has seen over the
last three decades. The awards were
first held in 1990 and since then it has
taken place in the MGM Grand for the
last eighteen years.

Unlike the Grammy Awards, the
BBMA finalists are based on how suc-
cessful an album or single is. The
awards are given to the top album,
artist, or single on the basis of sales,
streaming, tours, and social interac-
tion.

The BBMA 2022 was hosted by Did-
dy, who stated that "This will be unlike
any awards show - I'm bringing the love
and setting the frequency at an all-time
high. The Billboard Music Awards tru-
ly represent the artists and where mu-
sic is today, so I'm excited to curate the
biggest live performances and sur-
prises. The world has to tune in to see." 

The award show featured en-
thralling performances by artists such
as Becky G, Burna Boy, Dan + Shay, Ed
Sheeran, Elle King & Miranda Lam-
bert, Machine Gun Kelly, Megan Thee
Stallion, Morgan Wallen, Travis Scott,
and many more notable artists.
Maxwell took the BBMAs as an oppor-
tunity to pay homage to Michael Jack-
son's Thriller on its 40th anniversary.

This year, The Weeknd led with the
most nominations (17), followed by Doja
Cat (14) and Olivia Rodrigo (13). Drake
currently has the most BBMAs (34)
won, followed by Taylor Swift (29) and

Justin Bieber (26). Ye (formerly known
as Kanye West) has tied with Eminem
for seventh place with 17 awards each.

Olivia Rodrigo was by far the most
notable artist this year. She has won 7
BBMAs, the most any artist has won
on a single night, under the categories
Top Female Artist, Billboard 200 Al-
bum, Hot 100 Artist, Top Radio Songs
Artist, Top Streaming Songs Artist,
Global 200 Artist, and Top New Artist.
Sixteen months after her debut, Sour
was one of the most popular albums of
all time. According to Billboard, Olivia
Rodrigo had "one of the strongest show-
ings by a new artist in BBMA history." 

Olivia Rodrigo's debut album, Sour
is the US' second-highest selling album
in a single week, according to Billboard.
The album also won Olivia her first
Grammy in 2021 for the best pop vocal
album. Sour also had the second-biggest
streaming week for an album by a fe-
male artist in the US with 300.73 mil-
lion on-demand streams, trailing Ari-
ana Grande's Thank U, Next (307.07 mil-
lion), and the biggest streaming week
ever for a debut album by a female
artist. The singer set a new global

streaming record, when seven days af-
ter its March 21st release, it received
approximately 385 million streams.

Olivia broke the record for most
songs in the top ten by a woman on their
Streaming Songs chart. By June 5th,
Olivia broke a record and had eight
tracks in the top ten. Taylor Swift held
the previous record with six songs in
August 2020. Currently, Olivia has over
43 million streams per month, and her
biggest song driver's license and good
4 u has over 1.4 million streams indi-
vidually on Spotify.

Tanisha Shintray, Prapthi GM, Inika
Ambalike, class XII, Sophia High School

Book with gripping twists and plots

Book- Harry Potter and the
Prisoner of Azkaban 
Author - J K Rowling

BOOK: DAISY JONES AND THE SIX BY TAYLOR JENKINS REID 

SHEDDING A TEAR: Janessa Jayanth, class VI,  KV
MEG & Centre

MANDALA IN COLOOUR: Vedyavirajita Vaishnavi,
class VII, HAL Public School

BOY IN BLUE: Prithvi Shastry, art teacher, Sophia
High SchoolBTS GIRL: Ananya S K, class V, NPS Yeshwanthpur

A tribute to the best in the industry
BILLBOARD MUSIC AWARDS:

I was standing by seaside
Watching the strong waves and tide

I was having so much fun staying in the
wet sand
Standing exactly where the ocean met
the land

I didn't want to get my new sandals wet
with seawater

But as I took them off the sea pushed me
and made me falter

As the water receded, I looked at my
hand
My new chappal was washing away along

with wave and sand

I ran after my flip-flop with speed of a
bullet shot
But my footwear was gone, forever (or so
I thought)

I walked away from the shore, sulking and
angry
Sat away from the sea, mad at its robbery

I stared at the ocean, sure my sandal was
gone 
Until I saw a speck of black floating
towards me, looking woebegone

I ran to my flip-flop like it was a long lost

child
It was like the sea had completely read
my mind

I thanked the good ocean for returning
what was lost
Giving me back my footwear and joy for
no cost

I realized the ocean always gives back
what you gave to the sea
And that even though it looks harsh and
coarse, the ocean is full of goodwill as I
have seen
Shraddha Satish, Class VII, Sishu Griha
Senior School
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THE OCEAN AND MY FLIP-FLOP 



F
ormer World No. 5 Jo-Wilfried Tsonga on Tues-
day announced his retirement from tennis after
losing to Casper Ruud of Norway in the first
round of the French Open. Tsonga announced
last week that he will retire after this year’s
French Open tournament, bringing an end to a
career that saw him reach the 2008 Australian
Open final and 18 career titles.

The 37-year-old was beaten 6-7 (6/8), 7-6 (7/4), 6-2, 7-6 (7/0) by
the Norwegian eighth seed. It was the 15th time that the French-
man competed at the clay-court Grand Slam as a professional.

AN EMOTIONAL TIME
Much as he wanted to avoid tears, Jo-Wilfried Tsonga simply
could not. And, he said later, he knew he would not. So they
flowed freely during the final moments of his final match at
the French Open, the final singles match of his professional
tennis career, and he wiped them away with the black sweat-
band on his left wrist.

They were not there because of the right shoulder that
was so painful he couldn’t properly swing his racket by the
end of the game. They were there because he knows he is
done trying to win matches, done hearing the supportive
roars from spectators, done experiencing the highs and
lows of a professional tennis career that featured a spot
at No. 5 in the rankings, a run to the 2008 Australian
Open final and France’s first Davis Cup title in 16 years
- but also a series of injuries.

Tsonga was given a standing ovation by the home
crowd on Court Philippe Chatrier, before being greet-

ed on the court by his former France Davis Cup
teammates Gilles Simon, Richard Gasquet and

Gael Monfils. “I knew something was going to
happen. People came to me. They said, ‘Would

you like to do something after the match?’ I
said [to] bug off. You don’t know if this is go-

ing to be my final match,” the ATP’s of-
ficial website quoted Jo-Wilfried

Tsonga as saying.
“For me, it was quite

moving to see my first

coaches on the court,” said Tsonga. “Even my parents, they are usually
quite discreet and I know they don’t really like to be seen in front of the
crowd,” he added. Friends, family and fellow players all came to pay trib-
ute to his storied 18-year career.

PAINFUL SHOULDER
He appeared to have a chance to extend
the match by breaking to go up 6-5 in the
fourth set. But at the end of that game,
he wrenched his shoulder, and that was
that. Ruud quickly broke back, and
Tsonga was visited by a trainer, who
tried to help the situation but could not.
During a three-minute medical timeout,
a band in the stands got fans to clap and
chant “Jo! Jo!” to the rhythm of a drum-
beat, then played “La Marseillaise” as some
sang along to France’s national anthem.

When play resumed, Tsonga could barely even
serve, tapping the ball at barely more than 60 mph (100 kph) - less than
half as fast as the booming offerings he was known for - and even tried
hitting one shot left-handed as the tiebreaker ended in a shutout. No mat-
ter. The locals gave Tsonga a prolonged standing ovation, and he went up
near the net, knelt and rested his forehead on the ground, creating a splotch
of the rust-colored clay on his face.

Asked later what he’ll miss the most as he leaves the sport, he replied:
“The adrenaline, stepping on a big court like this one. Adrenaline you can
feel when you have 15,000 people shouting your name.”

It all offered the most compelling moments of Day 3, which included
first-round victories in the men’s bracket for U.S. Open champion Daniil
Medvedev, 2021 French Open runner-up Stefanos Tsitsipas, No. 7 seed An-
drey Rublev and No. 24 Frances Tiafoe, who had been 0-6 at Roland Gar-
ros. Danish teenager Holger Rune eliminated No. 14 Denis Shapovalov 6-
3, 6-1, 7-6 (4). The fourth-seeded Tsitsipas dropped the opening two sets be-
fore getting past Lorenzo Musetti 5-7, 4-6, 6-2, 6-3, 6-2 at Court Philippe Cha-
trier as the calendar flipped from Tuesday to Wednesday and the tem-
perature dipped to about 50 degrees Fahrenheit (10 Celsius).

Women who advanced to the second round included 2017 champi-
on Jelena Ostapenko, 2018 champion Simona Halep, No. 7 seed Aryna
Sabalenka, No. 9 Danielle Collins, No. 11 Jessica Pegula and No. 22
Madison Keys. AGENCIES

Q1:
Which cricketer won the ‘Sir
Garfield Sobers Trophy’ for

‘Player of the Year’, presented by the
International Cricket Council (ICC)?
a) Virat Kohli

b) Ben Stokes

c) Kane Williamson

d) Rohit Sharma

Q2:
Veteran Indian sportsperson
Sunita Chandra, who passed

away recently, played which sport?
a) Hockey

b) Tennis

c) Cricket

d) Wrestling

Q3:
Which Indian sports coach

received an honorable

mention in the prestigious 2019

International Olympic

Committee’s Coaches Lifetime

Achievement Award?

a) Pullela Gopichand

b) Ramakant Achrekar

c) Mahavir Singh Phogat

d) Michael Ferreira

Q4:
Dana Zatopkova, a

legendary javelin champion,

represented which country?

a) Australia

b) Czech Republic

c) United Kingdom

d) Russia

Q5:
Virat Kohli recently

became the first player to

score 7000 runs for his IPL

franchise. Which franchise is it?         

a) KKR

b) PBKS

c) MI

d) RCB

Q6:
Which Indian chess player

bagged the second place in

the Sharjah World Stars online

chess tournament?         
a) P. Harikrishna

b) Adhiban

c) Koneru Humpy

d) Harika Dronavalli

Q7:
In which country did the

30th Adriatic Pearl

tournament take place?          
a) India

b) Japan

c) Montenegro

d) Italy

Q8:
Who clinched the 2020 US

Open women’s singles title?

a) Sofia Kenin

b) Serena Williams

c) Victoria Azarenka

d) Naomi Osaka
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS: 1. b. Ben Stokes

2. a. Hockey

3. a. Pullela Gopichand

4. b. Czech Republic

5. d. RCB

6. a. P. Harikrishna

7. c. Montenegro

8. d. Naomi Osaka

Virat
Kohli

Y
oung Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa be-
came the first Indian

player to reach the final of the
Meltwater Champions Chess
Tour Chessable Masters. He
defeated Dutch GM Anish
Giri 3.5-2.5 on Wednesday in
tiebreak after the four-game
rapid online semifinal match
ended in a 2-2 stalemate.

In the title round, Prag-
gnanadhaa will take on world
No.2 Ding Liren of China,
who shocked world No.1 Mag-
nus Carlsen 2.5-1.5 in the oth-
er semifinal clash.

The opening game of the
semifinal ended in a draw be-
fore the 16-year-old Prag-
gnanandhaa pulled off a win
in the second to hand Giri his
first defeat of the tourna-
ment. In the third game, the
experienced Dutch player
looked to have seized the up-

per-hand but Praggnanand-
haa, fought hard to force a
draw.

Giri hit back to win the
fourth game to send the semi-
final clash into the tie-break.
The Dutchman faltered in the
first blitz game and surren-
dered it in 33 moves in an Ital-
ian Opening encounter. PTI

INDIAN GM
PRAGGNANANDHAA
SHOCKS ANISH GIRI

R Praggnanandhaa

EXITS AFTER FIRST ROUND DEFEAT AGAINST RUUD IN HIS FINAL MATCH

AFTER ANNOUNCING RETIREMENT FROM TENNIS
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Never let your head hang down. Never give up and sit down and grieve.

Find another way.

Satchel Paige, American baseball player
THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2022

It was pure madness today. One of

the best atmospheres I have seen in

my career (for) my last match. I

couldn’t have asked for something better.

I couldn’t have asked for a better script,

apart from the fact that I could

have won.

JO-WILFRIED TSONGA
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Pin hopes on Japan defeating Pakistan to stay in contention in Asia Cup

INDIA EYE BIG WIN

D
efending champions India
need to beat hosts In-
donesia by a huge margin
and hope Pakistan is de-
feated by  Japan in the oth-

er Pool A match for advancing to the
knockout stage of the Asia Cup men’s
hockey tournament here on Thursday.

India’s fate is not in our own hands
anymore as even a win against lowly
Indonesia will not guarantee them a
knock-out berth. With a draw and a
loss, India are placed third in Pool A
behind Japan (6 points) and Pakistan
(4 points).

Under the guidance of Sardar
Singh, India fielded a young team in
the tournament alongside a handful
of seniors like Birendra Lakra and
SV Sunil, who came out of retire-
ments. But the senior duo looked well
past their prime if their performances
in the two matches so far are to go by.
India conceded a last minute goal to
draw 1-1 against Pakistan in the tour-
nament opener before being thrashed
by Japan 2-5.

TOUGH TASK AHEAD

But now, a “next to impossible” task
awaits the Indians as they not only have
to score big against Indonesia but also
hope that Japan beat Pakistan in the
other Pool A match on Thursday if they
are to progress to Super 4 stage.

India have a goal difference of mi-
nus three as against Pakistan’s plus 13.
If Pakistan lose to Japan, India will
have to beat Indonesia by a huge mar-
gin to go past their western neighbours
in goal difference and advance further
in the tournament. Inexperience was
the major reason behind India’s below-
par performances as the young play-
ers, mainly drafted from the last Ju-
nior World Cup squad, are finding it
difficult to get a measure of the level
of international hockey.

QUALITY PLAYMAKER LACKING

In the two matches so far, the Indians
lacked cohesion in the three depart-
ments -- defence, midfield and for-

wardline. We also lacked a quality play-
maker in the midfield, which was evi-
dent from their constant efforts of build-
ing attacks from the centre instead of
using both the flanks more frequently.
Lakra looked a pale shadow of himself
in the backline, which has crumbled big
time when put under relentless pres-
sure. The forwadline has been wasteful
with the likes of Tokyo Olympian Sim-
ranjeet Singh and youngster Uttam
Singh not having the best of outings.

The lanky and strongly built Pawan
Rajbhar is the only player who has im-
pressed with his commitment and stick
work in the two matches, creating
chances and also scoring a goal. Penalty
corner conversion is another area where
the Indians are struggling as they lack a
quality drag-flicker in the side after vet-
eran Rupinder Pal Singh pulled out at
the last minute due to a wrist injury.

With the odds staked against them,
the young Indian players could be
pepped up to give their best shot on
Thursday and show they can rise to the
occasion. PTI
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