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IS TURKEY TRYING TO APPEASE RUSSIA?
Turkey has built close relations with both Russia and
Ukraine and has been trying to balance its ties with both.
It has refused to join sanctions against Russia, while
supporting Ukraine with the drones that helped deny
Russia air superiority

For too long we've
been too impressed
with the west. The

next Cannes is in India
because if it's not, then I
don't know where Cannes
will go. We're the land of
stories. The west is
plateauing and the east is
rising. We are the east,
we've to step forward.  We
have to step forward confi-
dently so that the world
will accept us. Let's go for-
ward confidently. This is a
moment of confidence.
Cannes is extremely impor-
tant but what is more
important is how we use it
afterwards. We have to
focus on the aftermath of
Cannes. We all have to take
things seriously
SHEKHAR KKAPUR,
filmmaker, aat tthe 
inauguration cceremony
at CCannes

WHAT
Turkish
President
Recep

Tayyip Erdogan has thrown a span-
ner in the works of Sweden and
Finland’s historic decisions to seek
NATO membership, declaring that
he cannot allow them to join due
to their alleged support of Kurdish
militants and other groups that
Ankara says threaten its national
security. Erdogan’s declaration
suggests that the two Nordic coun-
tries’ path to membership could be
anything but smooth.

WHY
IS TURKEY'S APPROVAL CRU-
CIAL: Turkey’s approval is cru-
cial because the military
alliance makes its decisions
by consensus. Any of its 30
member countries can veto a
new member. Erdogan’s gov-
ernment is expected to use
the two countries’ member-
ship bids as leverage for con-
cessions and guarantees from 
its allies.

WHAT
COULD TURKEY GAIN:
 Turkey is expected to seek to
negotiate a compromise deal
under which the two countries
will crack down on the PKK and
other groups in return for Turkish
support of their joining NATO
 Erdogan could also seek to
use Sweden and Finland’s mem-
bership to wrest concessions
from the United States and
other allies

WHAT’S TURKEY’S 
PROBLEM WITH THE
MEMBERSHIP BIDS?

 Turkey, which has NATO’s second-largest
army, has traditionally been supportive of NATO
enlargement, believing that the alliance’s ‘open
door’ policy enhances European security. It
has, for example, spoken in favour of the
prospect of Ukraine and Georgia joining.
Erdogan’s objection to Sweden and Finland
stems from Turkish grievances with
Stockholm’s, and to a lesser degree Helsinki’s,
perceived support of the banned Kurdistan
Workers Party, or PKK, the leftist extremist group

DHKP-C and followers of the US-based Muslim cler-
ic Fethullah Gulen, who Ankara claims was behind a
failed military coup attempt in 2016
 Many Kurdish and other exiles have found
refuge in Sweden over the past decades, as
have members of Gulen’s movement more
recently. According to Turkey’s state-run media,
Sweden and Finland have refused to extradite
33 people wanted by Turkey
 Ankara, which frequently accuses allies of
turning a blind eye to its security concerns, has
also been angered by restrictions on sales of
military equipment to Turkey. These were
imposed by EU countries, including Sweden and
Finland, following Turkey’s military incursion
into northern Syria in 2019

X-PLAINED

1REDUCE NOTIFICATIONS: Disable non-essential
notifications (sounds, banners, and vibrations)

2SET TIME LIMITS: Enable screen time tracking and set
limits for particular apps

3KEEP YOUR PHONE AWAY WHILE SLEEPING: Keep your phone
on silent (with vibrate off) and

out of reach when going to bed

4SET YOUR SCREEN TO GREYSCALE: 
Greyscale can be switched on for Android devices

and iPhones. It makes the screen appear black and
white, which makes smartphones 'less gratifying'

5HIDE SOCIAL MEDIA APPS: Hide social media 
and email apps, such as TikTok, Instagram and

Gmail) in a folder off of the home screen (or even
delete them)

6Make your phone less accessible: Keep your 
phone on silent (vibrate off), face down, out of

sight, and out of reach when not in use throughout
the day

7Make your phone harder to unlock: Disable 
Touch ID or Face ID (the fingerprint/face scanner

to unlock your phone) and use a password instead

8TURN DOWN BRIGHTNESS: Change your 
display settings to reduce your phone’s bright-

ness and change the colour warmth to filter out blue
light

9MOVE PHONE TASKS TO COMPUTERS: If you can do the task on a computer, try
to keep it on the computer

10LEAVE YOUR PHONE AT HOME WHEN YOU CAN: Leave your phone at home
when you do not need it (eg, when getting groceries or going to the gym)

(Daily Mail)

Want to cut back on your screen time?
Set you smartphone to black and white

I
f you spend too much time on your smartphone, scientists have a list of 10
solutions that can help you cut back on screen time. The small but
effective changes can help curb smartphone addiction and mental
health issues such as depression, say experts at McGill

University in Canada.  Among the 10 strategies are changing the phone
display to 'greyscale' so the display appears black and white, and dis-
abling facial recognition as a method of unlocking the screen. A
black and white screen makes smartphones 'less gratifying' to look
at compared to the bright colours offered by app icons such as
TikTok and Instagram. Other effective methods are using a computer
instead of a smartphone to go online and keeping the phone out of

the bedroom so we're not inclined to pick it up when
we're supposed to be sleeping.

The
study authors warn

that 'problematic
smartphone use' – when

compulsive patterns of
smartphone use impair
daily functioning – has

been increasing across
the world for the

past decade10
'NUDGES'

TO HELP YOU
BREAK UP
WITH YOUR

PHONE

Virtual human characters next big
thing for game developers

S outh Korean game companies are increas-
ingly setting their eyes on projects cen-
tered on virtual human character develop-

ment, aimed at carving out new endeavours in non-
gaming areas such as music and marketing spon-
sorships. Netmarble announced its plan to intro-
duce its virtual character RRiinnaa, developed by its
subsidiary Metaverse Entertainment Inc, earlier
this year, and plans to launch a female K-pop group
project centered on the character under a partner-
ship with entertainment agency Sublime Co.
Smilegate Holdings, the developer and publisher of
online multiplayer titles, such as ‘Crossfire’, ‘Epic
Seven’ and ‘Lost Ark’, has also announced its virtu-
al human, named HHaann YYuuAA.

 The use of computer-generated fictional
humans in commercial projects is not exactly a
newly-invented concept, with its roots stemming
from Adam, a virtual male singer who debuted in
early 1998, in South Korea
 The modest popularity of Adam had prompted
similar virtual singer projects, including Lusia and
Cyda, in the late '90s
 More recently, virtual characters have been
created with advanced technology for commercial
or PR-related projects, with Rozy, a virtual influ-
encer created by video tech company Sidus Studio
X, having made headlines for starring in a number
of commercials for products in various fields

Instagram likely testing
new Stories layout that
hides excessive posts

Vintage Mercedes fetches
record EUR135 mn at auction

A
1955 Mercedes-Benz, one of
only two of its kind, was auc-
tioned off earlier this month
for a whopping 135 million

euros ($143 million), making it the most-
expensive car ever sold, RM Sotheby's
announced recently. The Mercedes-Benz
300 SLR Uhlenhaut was sold to a private
collector, the classic car auction company
said in a statement, fetching almost triple
the previous record price for a car, which
was set in 2018 by a 1962 Ferrari 250 GTO
that went for over $48 million. The invita-
tion-only auction took place on May 5 at
the Mercedes Benz Museum in
Stuttgart, Germany.

 According to an AFP ranking of artworks
sold at auction in recent years, the 300 SLR
ranks sixth or seventh, with the all-time
record being held by Leonardo da Vinci's
‘Salvator Mundi’, which sold in November
2017 for $450.3 million
Next is 'Shot Sage Blue Marilyn' by Andy
Warhol, which also sold this month for $195
million
The car is one of just two prototypes built
by the Mercedes-Benz racing department,
and is named after its creator Rudolf

Uhlenhaut

M eta-owned photo-
sharing platform In-
stagram is reported-

ly testing a new Stories layout
that hides excessive posts.
Users can currently post 100
Stories at once. While this
number should remain the
same despite the change, users
who have received the update
must tap a ‘Show All’ button
to see the rest of the Stories. Otherwise, Instagram jumps to
the next person's Stories. This brings about a significant
change in how Instagram Stories works, the report said.

 As some people are used to tapping the screen to see
all Stories from an account at once, this will no longer be
possible after the update. For creators, this means that
any posts after the third Stories will likely have a lower
number of views
 At the same time, limiting the number of Stories dis-
played in the app should allow users to see posts from
more people more quickly if they are not interested in
that content
 Currently, it seems that only a small group of users
have received the update with the new Stories layout, so
it is likely that Instagram is still testing these changes
before rolling them out to all users, as per the report

Indian Grandmaster Praggnanandhaa Rameshbabu registered his
second win over world champion Magnus Carlsen in 2022 after
the 16-year-old beat the Norwegian at the Chessable Masters
online rapid chess tournament. The victory took him to 12
points, while Carlsen was at the second spot behind China's Wei
Yi on the second day of the USD 150,000 tournament.

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

WHY IS TURKEY WARY OF
NORDIC STATES’ NATO BID?



02 “"Language comes first. It’s not that language grows out of con-
sciousness, if you haven’t got language, you can’t be conscious.” 

— Alan Moore
MONDAY, MAY 23, 2022

LANGUAGE LAB
PICS: ISTOCK

Queries relating to 
language skills

Do you find grammar confusing?
Do you get stuck with words

when writing a letter, an
essay or a blog? Do you have

a fear of public speaking?
Or do you simply want to

improve your communication
skills? Times NIE is here to

help you to master the
intricacies of the English
language. Just shoot us
your queries on
toinie175@gmail.com

1 A slip of the foot may soon be recovered;
but that of the tongue perhaps never. 

– Danish Proverb

2 Take care of your pennies and your 
dollars will take care of themselves. 

– Scottish Proverb

3 Vision without action is a daydream.
Action without vision is a nightmare. 

– Japanese Proverb

4 Don’t count your chickens before they’re
hatched. – English Proverb

5 Wise men learn from other men’s mis-
takes, fools by their own. – Italian

Proverb

6 Give a man a fish and you can feed him
for a day. Teach a man to fish and you

feed him for a lifetime. – Chinese Proverb

7 Those who get lost on the way to school
will never find their way through life. 

– German Proverb

8 A wise man makes his own decisions, an
ignorant man follows public opinion. 

– Chinese Proverb

9 A chain is only as strong as its weakest
link. —English proverb

10 A journey of a thousand miles begins
with a single step. —English proverb 

1. Fakersation
A conversation that is faked
for the sake of removing
yourself from an unpleas-
ant or awkward situation. 

2. Hoot
A method of crowdsourcing
locals to get tips on the best
places to go.

3. Flaming
Similar to trolling, flaming

is the act of posting offen-
sive and insulting com-
ments. This can be inten-
tional or unintentional.

4. Moodle
An open source learning
platform that is distributed
freely, it primarily helps as-
sist with e-learning

5. Breadcrumbs
An option in a site that

shows you where you
are in relation to 
the site itself. A 
tool that makes navi-
gation easy.

6. Chatbots
Chatbots are computer pro-
grammes which conduct
“human like” conversa-
tions with users, typically
via text. They are typical-
ly used in Instant Messag-
ing applications

1. Language is thought to have
originated circa 100,000 BC. 
The question of how old language is

still being debated. Nevertheless, most
linguists agree that it began around
the time when modern humans (homo
sapiens) evolved in Africa with mod-

ern skull shapes and vocal cords.
With the proper tools in place
— skull size, brain, and voice
box — language evolved.
Some anthropologists even
speculate that language
could have developed before
the physiological develop-
ment of modern brains and
larynges, but 100,000 BC is a good
starting point.

2.  Language developed to
strengthen social ties among
our ancestors 
A study of macaque monkeys supports
the idea that languages may have
evolved to replace grooming as a better
way of forging interpersonal bonds. Two
other theories are that our ancestors be-

gan to develop language by imi-
tating natural sounds, like

bird calls and animal nois-
es. Or human communica-
tion may have started with
the emanation of involun-
tary sounds: distress

sounds from pain or sur-
prise, or wails of sadness, or

cheers of joy or triumph.

3.  The oldest known languages
include Sanskrit, Sumerian, 
Hebrew, and Basque 
But, the only reason we really know this
is because there is a written record of
those languages. “What is the oldest lan-
guage?” can never fully be answered, as
it doesn’t take spoken languages with
oral traditions into consideration.

Proverbs speak of simple truths we can all reflect on. They may
be just words but they can help us acknowledge, accept, and
understand certain inevitable facts about life. They can also

inspire, embolden, and give us hope. Here are a few...

SSoommee  ccooooll  tteecchh  bbuuzzzzwwoorrddss
yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  kknnooww

INSPIRATIONAL
PROVERBS 
TO REFLECT ON

TECH TALK

OLD ENGLISH
The English language came to Britain
between the 5th – 7th century A.D., it’s
a West Germanic language which was
brought over by Anglo-Saxon settlers.

MIDDLE ENGLISH
Following the Old English period, was
the Middle English period which dates
from 11th century (when the Norman’s
invaded Britain) till the 15th century.

EARLY MODERN ENGLISH
This is the language that was used by
Shakespeare, dating from around
1500. The Early Modern English peri-
od brought a change in pronunciation
of words with long vowels.

MODERN ENGLISH
The Modern English period is dated
from the late 17th century; this is the
English that we speak today!

4.  The English language has a long and 
interesting history. Here’s a quick history of the

English language periods:

HOW DID
LANGUAGE

EVOLVE?
Let’s learn some fun facts about the history and

evolution of languages

Some
researchers
propose that

language began as
sign language, then

switched to the
vocal modality

Bona fide
Meaning: Unquestionable, in good
faith.
Example: Only bona fide members
are allowed to use the club pool.

Pro rata
Meaning: Proportionally, in equal
parts. 
Example: Many people like to split
the check pro rata so that they can
order more than they would if pay-
ing the full price.

In Situ
Meaning: Situated in the original
or natural position.
Example: I prefer seeing statues in
situ rather than in the confines of a
museum.

Ex gratia
Meaning: Ex gratia is Latin for
“out of goodwill”. A sum of mon-
ey paid when there was no obli-
gation or liability to pay it.
Example: The prime minister an-
nounced an ex gratia payment to
the next of kin of the deceased
who lost their lives in the floods.

Quid pro quo
Meaning: It means “of equal
exchange or substitution.”
Literally, it means “some-
thing for something”.
Example: They share a great
deal of information on a quid
pro quo basis.

In loco parentis
Meaning: In the place of a 

parent. 
Example: The court ap-
pointed a guardian for the
children, to serve in
loco parentis.

In medias res
Meaning: A literary
technique where
the telling of the
story begins in
the middle rather
than at the be-
ginning.
Example: Epic
poems often be-
gin in medias res
and explain the
earlier parts of the
story via dia-
logue.

Impromptu
Meaning: It means

spontaneous or
without prepa-
ration. Some-
thing that
takes you by
surprise.
Example:
My boss
called an
i m -
promptu
meeting
t o d a y

and my colleagues and I were to-
tally unprepared.

Habeas corpus
Meaning: a legal order demanding
that a prisoner be brought before
a judge to make sure that he or she
is not being held illegally. 
Example: The right of habeas cor-
pus has long been regarded as an
important safeguard of individual
liberty.

Magnum opus
Meaning: the greatest achievement
of an artist or writer.    
Example: This symphony is usu-

ally considered Beethoven’s
magnum opus. 

Per se
Meaning: In itself,
intrinsically, of an

inherent na-
ture. 
Example: Global

warming per se is
not really the
problem; the cat-
astrophic cli-
mate changes
which might be
caused by it

are.

Ipso
facto
Meaning: As

a direct con-
sequence or

effect of the

action in question; in and of it-
self.
Example: Steve was swerving and
driving too slow; ipso facto, he was
pulled over and tested for driving
under the influence.

P.S. (post scriptum)
Meaning: PS stands for postscript.
It comes from the Latin postscrip-
tum, which literally means “writ-
ten after.” 
Example: The P.S. is the most
charming part of a letter. It’s the
wink you give as you walk away.
Sincerely, Ravi p.s., Don’t forget to
feed the cat.

Verbatim
Meaning: in exactly the same words
as were used originally.
Example: I’m sorry it offends you,
but that’s what he said verbatim.

i.e. (id est)
Meaning: That is to say; which
means; in other words.

Example: Each plant within the
garden has an element which en-
hances the five senses, i.e., taste,
hear, smell, touch and sight.

Et tu, Brute?
Meaning: Legendarily the last
words of Julius Caesar as he re-
alises that his friend Marcus Bru-
tus was among his murderers.
Example: After I joined in the teas-
ing, my brother looked at me with
a mock-tragic grin and said, “Et tu,
Brute?”

Memento mori
Meaning: an object kept as a re-
minder of the inevitability of
death. 
Example: The skull rested on the
mantlepiece as a memento mori.

Carpe diem
Meaning: A phrase from a poem by
Horace, now an aphorism mean-
ing, “take advantage of life while
you can.”
Example: The closer I get to old age,
the more I realise how important
it is to live life with a carpe diem
approach.

Veni, vidi, vici
Meaning: I came, I saw, I conquered.
It was first said by Julius Caesar
after winning a battle in Asia Mi-
nor (now Turkey). 
Example: When asked about his re-
cent victory at the US Open, Johns
replied, “Veni, vidi, vici!”

Mea culpa
Meaning: My mistake; my fault; an
admission of guilt or responsibil-
ity.
Example:The football player made
a televised  mea culpa after his dis-
graceful public behaviour.

TO BUILD YOUR
VOCABULARY

GO LATIN
 Posing a question and
then immediately 
answering it is called 
sermocination.

 The proper name for
cutting your own hair is
self-tonsorialism.

 Hogwash is literally
kitchen scraps used to
feed pigs. The first writer
to use it to mean ‘non-
sense’ was Mark Twain.

 Oysterhood means
“reclusiveness”, or “an
overwhelming desire to
stay at home”.

 Aquabob is an old name
for an icicle (a long point-
ed stick of ice that is
formed when drops of
water freeze).

 Whipper-tooties are
pointless misgivings or
groundless excuses for not
trying to do something.

 The expressions “bully
pulpit” (a public office or
position of authority that
provides its occupant with
an opportunity to speak
out on any issue) and
“lunatic fringe” ( an
extreme or eccentric
minority within society or
a group) were coined by
Theodore Roosevelt, the
26th president of the US.

DID YOU
KNOW?


