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“In order to attain the impossible, one must attempt the absurd.”

— Miguel de Cervantes 03
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Man-Bat first appeared in Detective
Comics #400 in 1970, and has since
appeared in a slew of comics, games and
television shows.  
The Man-Bat was originally human. He was
Dr Kirk Langstrom, a scientist specialising in
the study of bats. He creates an extract that
gives humans bat-like sonar. Langstrom tests
it on himself because he is
going deaf. It succeeds but
has a horrifying side
effect: it gradually
changes him into a
grotesque humanoid bat-
like monster.
Man-Bat first battles
with Batman when he tries
to steal the chemicals
needed to reverse his
change, but his control
over the new animalistic
tendencies coming from
his bat-like state is shaky,
and Batman is forced to
overpower him so that the
antidote can be
administered.
 Langstrom refines his
serum later, allowing him
to retain his human
intelligence while in bat
form and controlling his
transitions. As Man-Bat, he
works as a detective and
independent criminal
fighter for a while.
Eventually, however, his
instability returns and he
is left unable to control his
transformations. 
As a super villain his
powers include
superhuman strength,

speed and senses (vision,
hearing and smell). He can fly
using artificially generated
leather wings and navigate
through air by way of
echolocation (just like a bat). 
Man-Bat joined a team of
super villains (the Secret Society of Super-
Villains) in the ‘Forever Evil’ storyline, where

he worked with the
likes of Scarecrow,
Poison Ivy, Mr Freeze,
and more. As an anti-
hero, Man-Bat has
been a part of Task
Force X, the Suicide
Squad, in the
Injustice universe. 
 Having first
appeared in the
Batman’s universe
in the 1970s, Man-
Bat’s character has undergone several
story arcs and changes. While he starts out
as a super villain, he becomes more of an
anti-hero in the later storylines. He was
even forced by Talia al Ghul, one of
Batman’s best female villains, to create an
army of Man-Bat operatives for the ‘League
of Assassins’ storyline. 
 Despite the change he does not get a
good end. In one of the storylines, Man-
Bat/Langstrom’s wife, Francine is
subjected to the same serum that
transforms her into a villainous creature.
Francine transforms into the She-Bat —

and much like her husband —
loses herself to the creature’s
personality. Despite being good
people who tried their hardest to
not only cure themselves but
also use their Man-Bat curse to
help people, they don’t get a
happy ending. In the ‘Batman
Beyond’ comics, Francine lived
with an advanced form of
Parkinson’s disease. In one of
the storylines, Man-Bat allows
himself to be taken prisoner to

pay for his crimes of the past and becomes
a model citizen of Blackgate. 

For years now, Man Bat has developed a reputation for
being Batman's most complex villains. Could he succeed
the Riddler as the super villain in ‘The Batman 2’starring

Robert Pattinson as the Caped Crusader? A quick primer...

WHO IS MAN-BAT?

ALL THE PRESIDENT'S
MEN (1976)

AGE GROUP: 7+ 
Two green
reporters and
rivals working for
‘The Washington
Post’, Bob
Woodward
(Robert Redford)
and Carl
Bernstein (Dustin
Hoffman),

research the botched 1972 burglary of
the Democratic Party Headquarters at
the Watergate apartment complex. With
the help of a mysterious source, code-
named Deep Throat (Hal Holbrook), the
two reporters make a connection
between the burglars and a White
House staffer. Despite dire warnings
about their safety, the duo follows the
money all the way to the top.

THE POST
(2017)
AGE GROUP: 7+
Katharine
Graham is the
first female pub-
lisher of a major
American news-
paper, ‘The
Washington

Post’. With help from editor Ben
Bradlee, Graham races to catch up with
‘The New York Times’ to expose a mas-
sive cover-up of government secrets
that spans three decades and four US
presidents. Together, they must over-
come their differences as they risk
their careers — and freedom — to help
bring long-buried truths to light.

GOOD
NIGHT AND
GOOD
LUCK
(2005)
AGE GROUP: 7+
When Senator
Joseph McCarthy

begins his foolhardy campaign to root
out Communists in America, CBS News
impresario Edward R Murrow (David
Strathairn) dedicates himself to expos-
ing the atrocities being committed by
McCarthy’s Senate “investigation”.

THE INSIDER (1999)
AGE GROUP: 12+
After seeking the expertise of former
Big Tobacco executive Jeffrey Wigand
(Russell Crowe), seasoned TV producer
Lowell Bergman (Al Pacino) suspects a
story lies behind Wigand’s reluctance
to speak. As Bergman persuades

Wigand to share
his knowledge
of industry
secrets, the
two must con-
tend with the
courts and the
corporations
that stand
between them
and exposing
the truth. 

SPOTLIGHT (2015)
AGE GROUP: 13+
In 2001, editor
Marty Baron of
‘The Boston
Globe’ assigns a
team of journal-
ists to investi-
gate allegations
against a priest
accused of
molesting more
than 80 boys.
Led by editor
Walter Robinson (Michael Keaton),
reporters Michael Rezendes (Mark
Ruffalo), Matt Carroll and Sacha Pfeiffer
interview victims and try to unseal sen-
sitive documents. The reporters make it
their mission to provide proof of a
cover-up of sexual abuse within the
Roman Catholic Church.

NORMA RAE
(1979)
AGE GROUP: 8+
Norma Rae (Sally
Field) works at the
local textile mill,
where the pay is
hardly commensu-
rate with the long

hours and lousy working conditions. But
after hearing a rousing speech by labour
activist Reuben (Ron Leibman), Norma is
inspired to rally her fellow workers
behind the cause of unionism. How will
it play out?

THE
MEASURE OF
A MAN
(2016)
AGE GROUP: 8+
Thierry is unem-
ployed. At the age
of 51 and after almost two years of small
humiliations in a search for work, he

starts a new job that soon brings him
face to face with a moral dilemma. More
than anything else, this French film
deals with feelings of dehumanization
that is closely attached to lack of work
in a modern society.

NORTH
COUNTRY
(2005)
AGE GROUP: 12+
Single mother Josey
Aimes (Charlize
Theron) is part of a

group of the first women to work at a local
iron mine in Minnesota. Appalled by the
constant stream of insults, sexually explic-
it language and physical abuse, Josey —
despite being cautioned against it by fami-
ly and friends — files a historic sexual
harassment lawsuit. Will she win?

PARASITE (2019) 
AGE GROUP: 13+
The struggling Kim family sees an oppor-
tunity when the son starts working for

the wealthy Park
family. Soon, all of
them find a way to
work within the
same household and
start living a para-
sitic life. This movie
displays the
unequal society we
live in, where peo-

ple without money aren’t given the
opportunities to succeed in life.

ROMA (2018)
AGE GROUP: 10+
Cleo is one of two
domestic workers
who help Antonio and
Sofía take care of
their four children in
1970s Mexico City.
Complications soon
arise when Antonio suddenly runs away
with his mistress and Cleo finds out that
she’s pregnant. It’s a movie about a
woman’s struggle against all odds to earn
a livelihood to provide for her child.

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR DAY WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY

WEEKEND WATCH
May 1 and 3 are International Labour Day and World Press Freedom Day,

respectively. Here are 5 movies to understand both concepts

LISTEN: HOW EVELYN GLENNIE,
A DEAF GIRL, CHANGED
PERCUSSION BY SHANNON
STOCKER
A wonderful
story about
the life of
Evelyn
Glennie, the
award-win-
ning deaf, solo
Scottish per-
cussionist. As
a child,
Glennie learnt
piano and
clarinet and
enjoyed play-
ing music. However, when she went deaf
at the age of eight, she was told she
couldn’t continue with music. A music
teacher, on the other hand, believed in her
and taught her how to listen through
experiencing sound. The rest is history. If
you’ve never heard of Evelyn Glennie, we’d
encourage you to watch her 2007 TED Talk
or a video of her playing xylophone. A fan-
tastic addition to any classrooms. 

MOLLY ON
THE MOON
BY MARY
ROBINETTE
KOWAL
AND DIANA
MAYO 
For her picture
book debut,
Mary Robinette
Kowal, the
award-winning
science fiction

novelist, worked with a NASA astronaut
which accurately depicts how life on
moon would differ from

life on Earth. ‘Molly on the Moon’, beauti-
fully illustrated by Diana Mayo, is the
story of two siblings adjusting to their
new lunar home. While Molly was able to
pack a toy, there’s none for her younger
brother. Initially hesitant to share, Molly
gives in eventually, learning that when it
comes to play, her super active imagina-
tion is just what she needs.  

ENDLESSLY EVER AFTER:
PICK YOUR PATH TO
COUNTLESS FAIRY TALE
ENDINGS! BY LAUREL
SNYDER AND DAN
SANTAT
This hilarious, creative choose-
your-own-adventure picture book
of broken fairy tales will delight
any young fan of the genre as it
puts the power of storytelling in
the hands of the reader! Award-
winning artists Laurel Snyder and
Dan Santat turn a collection of
famous tales into an ever-
changing, exciting,
laugh-out-loud
choose-your-own-
adventure picture
book in which you
can uncover a
sleeping maiden,
waste away in a
sticky licorice cage,
find the gold at the
end of a wild goose
chase, or maybe
(just maybe) save
yourself — and
the day!

HOW THE WORLD REALLY
WORKS: A SCIENTIST’S
GUIDE TO OUR PAST,
PRESENT AND FUTURE BY
VACLAV SMIL
No one can be expected to compre-
hend everything in a world as com-
plex as ours. However, there are lim-
its to which one may be excused,
according to scientist and energy
expert,  Vaclav Smil. It is inexcusable,
in his opinion, that the majority of us
are unaware of the fundamentals of
modern life and the technologies that
keep us all alive. It’s not all rocket sci-
ence, he says. “Knowing how wheat
is grown or how steel is made isn’t
the same as asking someone to
understand femtochemistry.”
Concerned about the world’s discon-

nection from know-
ing the things that
keep it running,
Smil wrote ‘How
the World Really
Works’ to redress
the balance. 

Given that the
basic blocks of our
existence will not
change dramatical-
ly over the next 20
to 30 years, Smil
feels it is worth-
while to compre-
hend what may
appear to be out-

dated technologies. For example,
majority of our electricity is still gen-

erated by steam turbines, which
were designed by Charles

Parsons in 1884, or gas tur-
bines, which were first

commercially deployed
in the late 1930s. Even
the most cutting-edge
technology, such as
artificial intelligence,

electric automobiles, 5G,
and space tourism, rely heav-

ily on fossil fuel-based
turbines,
says
Smil. An
interest-
ing
read
for

senior
students

and teachers!
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When players call it
quits, not all of them
turn their back on the
sport. While many
return as coaches and
managers, there are
some who set new
records. A look at
women who have
pitched themselves into
unchartered territory
to begin a new innings…

NITA AMBANI | IOC MEMBER
She is the first Indian woman to be selected as a member of the
International Olympic Committee (IOC).

Playing background - Although she was never associated with
active sports, she took great interest in the IPL after she became
the co-owner of the Mumbai Indians team.

Big Moment - After becoming the first Indian woman member
of the IOC, Nita Ambani has been lauded for being the driving
force behind the vision of India's successful bid to host the 2023
IOC session for the first time since 1983. She, along with Olympic
gold medallist Abhinav Bindra, IOA president Narinder Batra
and sports minister Anurag Thakur, presented India’s proposal
for the hosting rights at the 139th edition in Beijing.

Current status - She is actively involved in advancing youth sports
in India and aims to revolutionise school and college sports in India
and provide a platform for student-athletes to build a career in sports.

SHIVANI MISHRA | 
CRICKET UMPIRE

She is an ACC-affiliated Level 3 Coach, Level
2 Umpire, and ICC-affiliated Match Referee.
She has officiated cricket matches as an um-
pire in Qatari local matches.

Playing glory - She was an ICC Asia coach
educator.

Big moment - She was the first female to um-
pire in a T20 international men’s match. She
was also the first Asian woman to be a part of
the ICC Development Panel for umpires.

Current status - She is currently based in
Qatar and works with the Qatar Cricket As-
sociation.

G S LAKSHMI |
CRICKET UMPIRE

Her rise to glory from a cricketer to a match refer-
ee has been nothing less than stellar. She created
history in 2018 when she became the first woman
match referee to officiate a men’s ODI. She is also
the first woman on the ICC International Panel of
Match Referees.

Playing glory - Lakshmi began playing cricket in
Tata Nagar and went on to play for her state in do-
mestic cricket for 18 years. She was a right-handed
batswoman and right-arm fast-medium outswing
bowler.

Big moment - GS Lakshmi created history as the
first female match referee to oversee a men’s One-
Day International in the opening match of the third
series of the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup League
2 in the United Arab Emirates.

Current status - Lakshmi is a match referee, and
recently umpired a match between Australia and
England for the Woman’s World Cup 2022 final.

STEPHANIE FRAPPART | 
FOOTBALL REFEREE

A 3-time recipient of the IFFHS World’s Best Woman
Referee, this 1983-born French football referee is a well-
known face in the list of Fifa International referees and
has refereed several high-profile matches.

Playing glory - Stéphanie Frappart played football in
Herblay-sur-Seine and at CS Pierrelaye. Most of the
time she played in midfield. At the age of 18, she said
goodbye to her playing career and devoted herself to
becoming a referee.

Big moment - She made the headlines when she be-
came the first woman to officiate a UEFA Champions
League match in 2020, between Juventus and Dynamo
Kyiv. She is also the first woman to officiate a men’s
FIFA World Cup Qualifier, in a match between the
Netherlands and Latvia.

Current status - She is Enlisted with the FIFA Inter-
national Referees and is still continuing in this pro-
fession.

CAROL POLIS | 
BOXING REFEREE 

After marrying a part-time professional boxing refer-
ee, she went from being a nervous spectator to a pro-
fessional boxing judge. From the year 1973 to 2009, she
refereed 143 professional boxing contests, including
many world championship ones.

Playing background - Growing up, Carol Polis enjoyed
tennis, swimming, and cheerleading. She took to box-
ing referee after 1971.

Big Moment - Polis is the first woman in the sport’s
history to become licensed to judge professional boxing
fights.

Current status - After retiring from her career as a
professional boxing judge in the year 2009, Polis has be-
come an author and has published a book titled ‘The
Lady is a Champ’.

BIBIANA STEINHAUS |
FOOTBALL REFEREE

This 1979-born former German football ref-
eree is a 4-time recipient of the IFFHS
World’s Best Woman Referee, was ranked
as a UEFA women’s elite category referee
and is a trained police officer with the rank
of Chief Inspector. She is the first female
referee in German men’s professional foot-
ball.

Playing glory - Before becoming a referee,
Steinhaus played as a footballer for SV Bad
Lauterberg.

Big Moment - She became the first female
referee to officiate a German Supercup game
when treble winners Bayern Munich beat
Borussia Dortmund on September 30, 2020.

Current status - After announcing her re-
tirement from active refereeing in 2020, Bib-
iana currently works as a video assistant
referee.

CLAIRE ANTONIA 
POLOSAK | 

CRICKET UMPIRE
The first woman to officiate a men’s ODI and a
men’s Test match, this 1988-born Australian crick-
et umpire has become a regular face at ICC tour-
naments, standing as an on-field umpire at the
2018 and 2020 Women's T20 World Cup and 2022
Women’s Cricket World Cup.

Playing background - Although she never had
the opportunity to play cricket, she always had a
passion for it. Before choosing to umpire as a pro-
fession, Claire was a high school science teacher.

Big moment - Polosak created history when she
became the first female match official in a men’s
Test match when she took up the fourth umpire’s
role in the third Test on India's tour to Australia
in 2020-21

Current status - She is an umpire by profession
and is enlisted with the ICC panel of umpires.

MARIJA CICAK |
TENNIS UMPIRE 

She is a 43-year-old from Croatia, a gold badge chair um-
pire, and a member of the WTA Elite Team since 2012. She
was the chair empire for the 2014 Wimbledons Women's Fi-
nal. She also officiated the women’s singles gold medal
match at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics.

Playing background - Cicak began competing in Tennis
competitions when she was 12 years old.

Big moment - She made history by overseeing the 2021
Wimbledon men’s final between Novak Djokovic and Mat-
teo Berrettini on Centre Court at Wimbledon, thus becom-
ing the first woman to umpire the Wimbledon men’s sin-
gles final since the Grand Slam event debut in 1877.

Current status - Marija is a WTA Gold Badge chair empire.

VIOLET PALMER |
BASKETBALL REFEREE

She is revered as the first female official to reach the highest com-
petitive tier in any major US professional sports league. This Cal-
ifornia born basketball referee retired from active officiating af-
ter a stellar 19-year career and 919 NBA games in her pocket.

Playing glory - She played point guard on the 1985 and 1986
NCAA Division II women’s championship teams at her college,
Cal Poly Pomona in California.

Big moment - On October 31, 1997, Palmer made history when
she officiated the NBA season opener between the Vancouver
Grizzlies and the Dallas Mavericks, in British Columbia, Cana-
da, thus becoming the first woman to achieve such a feat.

Current status - Violet is currently the coordinator of Women’s
Basketball Officials for the Pac 12 Conference, the West Coast
Conference (WCC), the Western Athletic Conference (WAC), and
the Big Sky Conference.
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“Age is no barrier. It's a limitation you put on your mind.”
Jackie Joyner-Kersee, former athlete
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