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France, which last used the veto in
1989, proposed in 2013 that the per-
manent members collectively and
voluntarily limit their use of the veto
in the event of a mass atrocity

In early April, the UN General
Assembly suspended Russia from
the Geneva-based UN Human
Rights Council. At the time, 93
members voted in support of the
suspension

WHAT
IS A VETO POWER: Veto, a negative

vote, is the most important power
of the permanent members of the
UN Security Council(UNSC). Sim-
ply put, it is a right to say no to any
substantive resolution drafted by the
UNSC. It is the most significant pow-
er that distinguishes the five per-
manent members from the 10 non-
permanent members of the Securi-
ty Council.

HOW
MANY COUNTRIES HAVE THE POWER OF
VETO: The five permanent members
of the Security Council have veto
power. These are: China, France,
Russia, The UK and The USA. While
many critics are of the view that it
is undemocratic, supporters feel it
is an instrument to maintain sta-

bility in the world. Many say it was
introduced to avoid US domination.

DOVETOES WORK IN EMER-
GENCY SESSIONS IN THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Ve-

toes cannot be applied during emer-
gency special sessions in the Gen-
eral Assembly.The General Assem-
bly, when not in session, can only
convene an emergency special ses-
sion at the request of the Security
Council or of a majority of its own
members. But then, the measures
adopted in the General Assembly are
non-binding. It may be noted that
the  UN General Assembly, com-
prising 193 members,  provides a
unique forum for multilateral dis-
cussion on international issues  cov-
ered by the Charter.

1The UN Security Council, 
the most powerful organ of
the international body, has

15 members: five permanent members
or the P5 and 10 non-permanent mem-
bers elected for two-year terms

2At present, the non-permanent
members are Estonia, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico,
Niger, Norway, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,

Tunisia and Vietnam

3According to Article 27 (3) of the UN Charter, all
substantive decisions of the Security Council must
be made with “the concurring votes of the perma-

nent members”. However, permanent members can block a
draft resolution by using a veto to defend their national

interests or to uphold a tenet of their foreign policy

 A total of 229933
vetoes have been cast
in the top UN body,
according to data by
non-profit Security
Council Report.
RRuussssiiaa//SSoovviieett UUnniioonn
has almost half of the
total number, with 114433
vetoes. Since 1992,
after the fall of the Soviet
Union, RRuussssiiaa has been the
most-frequent user of the
veto, followed by the UUSS 
aanndd UUKK
 The UUSS has cast 8833 vetoes,
the first being cast in March
1970 when it, along with the

UK, rejected a resolution that
would have condemned the UK
for not using force to over-
throw the white-minority gov-
ernment of the former repub-
lic of Rhodesia
 The UUKK has used the veto
3322 times, the first such

instance taking place
in October 1956 dur-
ing the Suez crisis
 CChhiinnaa has used the
veto the least out of
all the permanent
members — just 1166
times. However, 13 of
its 16 vetoes have
been used since 1997

 The first veto ever-record-
ed was on February 16, 1946,
when the Soviet Union blocked
a draft resolution regarding
the withdrawal of foreign
troops from Lebanon and Syria
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TIME

VETO POWER OF THE UN

 The latest proposal, put forth by Liechtenstein, is
co-sponsored by 50 countries, including the US. No
other permanent members are currently co-sponsors,
although France has indicated it will support the move

 Among the co-sponsors who have committed to vot-
ing for the text are Ukraine, Japan and Germany, the
latter two hoping for seats as permanent members in a
possibly-enlarged Security Council in view of their
global political and economic influence

 The positions of India, Brazil or South Africa, and
other contenders for a potential permanent seat have
not yet been revealed

 Even if it does not sponsor the text, France will
vote in favour, according to a diplomat

 How Britain, China and Russia, whose backing would
be critical to such a controversial initiative, will vote
is not clear

Sun spews intense solar
flare, sparks radio blackout

in Asia, Australia

Podcasts, short-form Soundbites arriving
on Facebook soon

T
aking on popular audio chat platform 
Clubhouse, Facebook has announced several
audio products like short-form experience
called Soundbites and arrival of podcasts on

its main platform. To kickstart Soundbites, Facebook is
introducing an 'Audio Creator Fund' to support emerging
audio creators and get early feedback on the new prod-
uct experience.

 Currently, more than 170 million
people are connected to thou-
sands of podcast pages on
Facebook, and more than 35 mil-
lion people are members of fan
groups around podcasts

 To date, one had to leave the
Facebook app to listen to these
podcasts
 Facebook will also help users find
new podcasts and episodes based
on their interests

Soundbites are short-form,
creative audio clips for
capturing anecdotes, jokes,
moments of inspiration,
poems and other things
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India’s next Army chief is…
Lt General Manoj Pande

L
t General Manoj Pande will take over as the next Army
chief from General M M Naravane on April 30, be-
coming the first-ever officer commissioned in the
Corps of Engineers to head the 12-lakh strong force.

Lt Gen Pande, who turns 60 on May 6, will take over as
the Army chief at a time when there are still no signs of any
de-escalation in the almost two-year long military con-
frontation with China in eastern Ladakh.

He is well-versed with China, having first served as the
4 ‘Gajraj’ Corps commander in the north-east, which looks
after both the Line of Actual Control as well as counter-in-
surgency operations, and then later as the general officer
commanding-in-chief of the Eastern Command from June
2021 to Jan 2022 before he became the Army vice-chief.

Lt Gen Pande has also commanded an infantry brigade
along the Line of Control (LoC) with Pakistan in J&K , and
then a mountain division in the high-altitude area of west-
ern Ladakh as a Major General.

WHICH IS
INDIA’S
FOURTH
LARGEST 
STATE?

Answer: UTTAR PPRADESH ((UP). The state, along with its neighbour Haryana,
has made wearing of face masks mandatory in the state capital Lucknow
and the National Capital Region (NCR) districts in view of rising cases of
new Covid-19 infections. Out of India’s 15 Prime Ministers, nine were elect-
ed from UP, which sends 80 members of parliament to the Lok Sabha

Clue 1: It’s the most-populous state in
the country.
Clue 2: It has given the country the maximum
number of Prime Ministers.
Clue 3: It contributes the highest number of
seats in the Lok Sabha.

TECHAWAY 

T
he sun has unleashed an intense solar flare,
sparking radio blackouts in several parts of
Asia and Australia. According to the US
Space Weather Prediction Center (SWPC), the

solar flare peaked late on April 17 at 3.34 GMT (9.04 IST),
and was followed minutes later by a massive sun eruption
known as a coronal mass ejection. The flare registered as
an X1.1-class sun storm and lasted about 34 minutes.

 X-class solar flares are the strongest types of storms
on the sun. The weakest sun flares are A-class, B- and C-
class storms 
 More powerful M-class storms and above, can super-
charge the Earth's northern lights displays, while the
strongest X-class storms can pose a risk to satellites and
astronauts in orbit when aimed directly at Earth
 The latest solar flares come on the heels of an X1.3-
class solar storm on March 30 and several C-class and M-
class flares from different sunspot regions in recent
weeks
 The sun is currently in an increasingly active phase of
its 11-year solar weather cycle and the current cycle is
known as Solar Cycle 25, which began in 2019

SOURCE: UN.ORG

How many times has the
veto power been used

UN TO DEBATE MOVE TO LIMIT VVEETTOO  PPOOWWEERR OF
SECURITY COUNCIL PERMANENT MEMBERS

T
he United Nations is set to debate a
provision that would require the five
permanent members of the body’s Security
Council — the US, UK, France, China and

Russia — to justify invoking their veto powers. The
reform to the Security Council has been floated for years
at the UN but has regained new traction, following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. In fact, Moscow's veto
power has allowed it to paralyse action in the Security
Council against Russia. The Council is supposed to
intervene in conflicts as a protector of global peace, as
defined by the Charter of the UN.



A dry March

Current Affairs/ Civics

02 “Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover 
others’ faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the
Earth for modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI

NEWS TO USE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022

1 US President Joe Biden
spoke with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi re-

cently with a focus on how
Russia’s war in Ukraine has
destabilised the food supply in
parts of the world and about
the clear distance between the
US and India on
whether Russia
should be pun-
ished for the inva-
sion.

2 India’s NEUTRAL
STANCE in the war has
raised concerns in Wash-

ington and earned praise from
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov, who lauded In-
dia this month for judging
“the situation in its entirety,
not just in a one-sided way.”

3 India has refrained from
some efforts to hold Rus-
sia accountable for its in-

vasion. India abstained when
the UN General Assembly vot-
ed last week to suspend Russia
from its seat on the 47-member
Human Rights Council over
allegations that Russian sol-
diers in Ukraine engaged in
rights violations.

Why study the work of
diplomats in classroom?

Foreign Service officers
work on a broad range of
important issues that re-

late directly to curricula, such
as environmental issues, cli-
mate change, counterterror-

TEACHER PROMPT TO 
STUDENTS: 

■ Make the classroom a negotia-
tion room. Select a few students to
play India, US, Russia and come up
with strategic solutions and mutu-
ally accepted decisions. 

■ After the role play, initiate dis-
cussion on how diplomacy is a key
factor in public affairs.

POINTS TO BE
INCLUDED:
■ History of diplomacy

■ Diplomatic missions

■ Diplomatic rights

■ Diplomatic immunity

■ Case studies where
it  worked between
nations

Raise a discussion on how lead-
ers of neighbouring states might
be touchy on points of personal
pride and quickly roused to
anger; if they meet head on,
they might be liable to infuriate
each other and start a war.
Instead, emissaries are sent,
people who can state things in
less inflammatory ways, who can
be more patient and emollient. 

As students, while it is important
to know about what’s happening
around the world, what is more essential is
to have an in-depth perspective of events
that will help you build your skill sets. Be
it political, social, economic, climatic
events, Times NIE presents you
handpicked, curated news that will be
of help to you in the classroom and
give you an edge over others 

India’s firm diplomatic
stance

ism,
women’s rights,

conflict resolution, hu-
man trafficking, and the
need to preserve cultur-
al property. Diplomats
are front-seat witnesses
to many world history
events, serving our 
nation 24/7 around 
the globe.

NEWS 
of the week

S
tarting from mid-
March, Delhi-NCR
has experienced two
heatwave conditions

and experts believe that the
humidity factor has played a
major role.

Maximum temperatures
above normal over north-west
India were prevalent for sev-
eral days leading to the first
heatwave from March 11 to 21.
The second spell, which start-
ed on March 26 and is still un-
derway, is one of the longest
for March-April heat waves.

Avikal Somvanshi, Programme Manager, Urban
Analytical Lab at the Centre for Science and
Environment, explained: “March has never been as
dry as April, May, and June. The average humidity in
March is 47 per cent. This year’s data shows, it was
drier than average March at about 40 per cent.” The
reasons for very low humidity in March are: 

1March usually has some rainfall because of
WESTERN DISTURBANCE (WD). This year, there

has not been any WD. 

2Secondly, there was some ANTI-CYCLONIC
PRESSURE developed over north India. Because

of that there was no WD and as a result, there was
unusually low humidity (and therefore, more heat)
during March. This is an ongoing impact of La
Nina. Because of La Nina, we had January as

one of the cold and wettest months. And now,
this heat in March.

3Another factor is the wind. The
WINDS ARE DRY (now) as they
are not bringing in any moisture.

These are southerly winds.

Geography

Parts
of north

India siz-
zled under a

punishing heatwave
last week with the

temperature breaking
a five-year record for
April in Delhi, hover-

ing above the 40-
degree mark!

HUMIDITY and its 

History & Science

Wooden knife sharper
than steel? 

R
esearchers have announced they have developed wood
that they say is 23 times harder than its natural coun-
terpart. They used the hardened wood to make a table
knife that their study shows is nearly three times

sharper than commercial table knives, like those made from
steel, plastic and
natural wood. Bass-
wood, a soft wood
commonly used for
woodworking and
constructing the
bodies of musical
instruments, was se-
lected for its high
performance after
processing, said
Teng Li from the
University of Mary-
land, US.

TALKING POINTS
IN CLASSROOM

HEATWAVE AND ITS IMPACT

■ Discuss the points mentioned below
and the varying effects of a heatwave on
different life forms. In order to demon-
strate the effect of heat, students (in
pairs or small groups) to conduct experi-
ments. The three factors to be discussed
are: ■ The areas in India that are most
affected by heatwaves ■ The effects
heatwaves have on life forms and 
■ Ways to cool off  

■ Ask students to make a picture collage of differ-
ent types of knives, materials used and in which
era was it used ■ Discuss in class the journey of a
knife and how its production soared across Europe
in the late 18th century, but now has declined and
moved to Asia in recent decades

LEARNING IN THE CLASSROOM 
LEARNING IN THE CLASSROOM 

Disha Hegde, SYBA, SIES College of
Arts, Science and Commerce              

Diplomacy is an art that keeps
nations together & at peace

Diplomacy, according to British
diplomat Ernest Satow, is an
application of intellect and

tact to the conduct of official rela-
tions between governments of inde-
pendent states.

In international re-
lations, diplomacy acts
as a channel for gov-
ernment representa-
tion. These delegates
then try to maximise
national interests with-
out causing resentment
to other nations.

In the first half of
the 20th century, the
lack of a stable foun-
dation for such conduct resulted in
two wars, demonstrating the need for
strong international relations 
between governments. In order to
have effective diplomatic relations,
nations must seek a balance of in-

terests rather than power, and they
must cooperate while also keeping
national interests in mind. Diplo-
macy can be useful in preventing 
international conflicts from escalat-

ing to the point of ag-
gression, and even when
they do, it enables gov-
ernments to negotiate an
agreement and work to-
wards common ground.

As a result, such 
relationships become an
instrument for good gov-
ernance. It has the power
to create a better society,
one free of violence and
poverty, one that provides

security and justice for all. The rise
of multilateral forums like the Unit-
ed Nations, etc., plays an important
role in safeguarding nations against
the hegemonistic intentions of
other nations.

Times
NIE Reporter

role in heatwave conditions 

A HEATWAVE PROJECT

1Students use library, newspapers or
internet to research: if their city has

been affected by a heatwave; when it
occurred; temperatures reached; length
of the heatwave; and the effects on the
local people, animals and environment.

2Students are to conduct an experi-
ment, following the steps in the proj-

ect sheet, to investigate how body tem-
perature can be affected by the clothing
people wear. Present findings in class

■ Knives are the oldest known manufactured objects. At least 2
1/2 million years ago, prehistoric humans butchered animals
with small stones that were sharpened by striking one stone
with another. ■ The knife took on different shapes and materi-
als in the Iron and Middle Ages, and around 1600, the table
knife was invented. Even though knives gained popularity at the
dinner table, they were still used as weapons. ■ In order to
reduce violence, in 1669 King Louis XIV of France declared all
pointed knives illegal and ordered them ground down.

TIMES NIE INVITES TEACHERS
AND STUDENTS: We invite you
to share unique ways in which
concepts are being taught in
classrooms. Write to us

toinie175@gmail.com
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