
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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The greatness of a culture can be
found in its festivals. Ram Nava-
mi is considered to be one of the

biggest and most auspicious Hindu fes-
tivals in India and is celebrated on the
last day of Chaitra Navaratri. Accord-
ing to Hindu scriptures, Lord Ram was
born on this day in Ayodhya. It is be-
lieved that Lord Ram is the incarnation
of Lord Vishnu. On this day, devotees
pray for peace, prosperity, and success
and seek divine blessings from Lord

Rama.
The students celebrated Rama

Navami with great vigour and enthu-

siasm on April 8, 2022. On this occasion,
a special assembly was conducted by
students of the primary wing. The sig-
nificance of the festival was shared with

the students through a speech, along
with thoughts in Hindi. The purpose of
celebrating the festival was to famil-
iarize the students with our culture and
traditions. They highlighted the im-
portance of this day with a song and
dance. It elaborated on the significance
of the day and sensitized the students
about virtues that they must imbibe and
follow in daily life. The students par-
ticipated enthusiastically and the as-
sembly was enjoyed by all.

Special assembly brings out significance of Ram Navami

AIR FORCE SCHOOL,
ASTE

Icertainly agree with this statement. In-
dia's water crisis is man-made. It is born
out of several factors , most of which

are directly or indirectly related to human
activities.

There was a time when India was a
country blessed with innumerable amount
water resources, such as lakes, rivers and
ample rain. But slowly, over the years, we
see lakes disappearing, rivers narrowing
along with rain being irregular and de-
creasing gradually.

What is reason for all this?
The First answer that pops up in our

minds is, humans! 
The need for water has increased sub-

stantially in the last 30-50 years. Why? Be-
cause of the sudden boom in population.
More the people, more is the water usage.
Overpopulation is a factor which starts
showing its effects slowly over time, but

when it does, the impact is huge.
Due to this high demand, ground-
water is also depleting rapidly.

The next direct cause is pol-
lution. The available water resources are
being degraded because of dumping of
waste into free flowing rivers. Soil pollu-
tion leads to groundwater pollution. Air pol-
lution affects climate, which further affects
rainfall. Global warming makes the tem-
perature warmer and increases evapora-
tion, which further contributes to the dry-
ing up of water bodies.

The third big cause is encroachment-
the act of taking over someone else's terri-
tory. Humans have encroached on lakes.
Bengaluru once had 1000 lakes. Today a good
number of them have been turned into land-
fills and dumpyards, resulting in  941 acres
of lake area being encroachedon.

It is very  evident that we are responsi-
ble for water depletion. Several small acts
of ignorance, lead to troublesome conse-
quences. And if it is still ignored, its noth-

ing but self-destruction.
Humanity knows that it is the cause of

water scarcity. Yes, several organisations
truly have undertaken new systems to save
water, but the biggest contribution can only
come if everyone as an individual is aware
of their duty and follows it.

Together, we can prevent a possible dis-
aster and hence, provide for a bright future
for the coming generations.
Siddharth Kothari, class X,  St. Joseph's Boys
High School, Bengaluru

India has been facing severe water cri-
sis for a long time. There are several
reasons for this, including rapid pop-

ulation growth, increasing industriali-
sation, and climate change. In fact, India
is currently experiencing its worst water
shortage ever. Climate change is a major
cause contributing to the water crisis. As
the temperature rises, evaporation in-
creases, causing floods in some areas as
well as drought elsewhere.

This has led to water scarcity and con-
tamination not just in India but all around
the world. A major reason for water scarci-
ty is water-mismanagement. Wastage of
water and disorganised sewage systems
have been adding up to the scarcity.

Along with government programmes
and initiatives, advanced sustainable
technologies can help deal with the water
crisis. Smart water management systems
and solar-powered water pumps are a few
methods. The blockchain-based wa-
ter treatment solution is also a

crucial project Indian
startups are working
on.
Aaryan Rai, class 
X, The Kalyani
School, Pune

As my train halted at the
Parbhani railway sta-
tion, I saw my grandfa-

ther and grandmother waiting
for me with a huge smile. Be-
hind them, all I could see was
miles and miles of parched
land.

At school, I had learnt
about drought. That day I 
witnessed it with my sad eyes.

Parbhani is a low rainfall
region in Maharashtra, and is
drought-prone. Water scarcity
is not always due to human ac-
tivity. What we can do is prac-
tice good water management.

My grandfather told me
that the situation is getting bet-
ter due to better awareness and
several new reservoirs being
built.

What
can we do
as indi-
viduals?

A five-minute shower in-
stead of 10 can save up to 12.5
gallons of water. Installing aer-
ators on bathroom faucets
saves almost 1.2 gallons of wa-
ter. We must 
create a culture of sustainable
landscaping and water con-
servation; a resilient society
where rainwater harvesting is
a custom and water conserva-
tion is a way of life.
Snehal Jadhav, class

IX, The Stepping
Stone School,

Chinchwad,
Pune

FOR AGAINST

INDIA'S WATER CRISIS IS MAN-MADE

Everyone always wish-
es that they'd get to be
lounging on a beach

chair, listening to the waves
crash, without the hulla-
baloo of the popular beach
with children flinging
mounds of wet sand - flung
like snowballs. Have you
ever found yourself this
peace? I definitely have. Let

me take you there on my
flight of words.

Ready? All set ? And here
we're - in Malvan, a coastal
town tucked away in west-
ern, coastal
Maharash-
tra. The
q u i e t
beaches and
the crystal-
clear water

make us feel as though we've
landed in a totally different
country!

Here, you can peaceful-
ly lie down for an afternoon
siesta on the soft beach
chairs, simply listening to
the waves tumbling and
crashing against each other.
It so resembles those ads of
tours, which they'd never ful-

fill! Malvan does it.
Did you enjoy your

siesta? Now it's time to
go and get that heart
pumping! We can go

scuba-diving and
see innumerable

fish swim by and en-
gulf us in aquatic delights!

That was fun and
thrilling, but also has left me
with an appetite! Let's have
lunch.

Malvan's authentic

Konkani cuisine is a gastro-
nomical delight with a large
array of seafood on the plat-
ter, paired with Maharash-
tra's staple - 'Bhakhri'.

That was a filling lunch.
Now, it's time for some

shopping! Malvan is famed
for its nuts, dry fruits and
sweets. Let's try some - Mh-
mmm! Scrumptious! Maybe
purchasing some would be a
good idea. And, why not?

So, did you enjoy 'Mes-
merising Malvan'? Why don't
you take a weekend, drive
down, lounge around, and al-
low all that stress to fade
away!

Abhilash Kar,
class X, The
Orbis School
Keshav Nagar,
Pune

Saraswathi Namasthubhyam,
Varadey Kaamarupinee||

Vidhyarambham Karishyami,
Sidhir Bhavathu Mey Sada?

Saraswati Puja is one of the
most significant occasions cele-
brated with ardour and great en-
thusiasm in the institution for class
X students attending board exams.

Goddess Saraswati is a Hindu
deity who is associated with not only
formal education of sciences and
language, but also all forms of arts.

At school head of Sanskrit de-
partment Venkataraman Bhat con-
ducted the pooja with the chanting
of vedic mantras and shlokas . Stu-
dents worshipped Maa Saraswati
with devotion and dedication to seek

wisdom, artistic
and technical
skills, academic
excellence and a
good heart.
Hymns were sung by teachers Bhar-
gavi, Shobha, Gayatri and Vijayku-
mar and a few students. Prasad was
distributed to the students followed
by the class photograph.

The first half of the day was
spent connecting the self to the uni-
verse and supreme power, invoking
blessings and building hope and con-
fidence. The latter half of the day
witnessed mixed emotions of joy and
sadness.

Class X students gave a per-
formance for about 10 minutes
which included a fashion walk,

group medleys,
expression of
gratitude and
dances. The stu-
dent council

handed over badges to principal Flo-
rence D'Souza with a note of grati-
tude.

The organising team of teacher
Aparna, Bharani and Divya con-
ducted entertaining games and rid-
dles for the students.

Administrator Roshan Menezes
gave away awards to the students
recognizing their talents. Always
have the will to excel and hug the
change as it is inevitable. Don't break
over small failures and learn to em-
pathize to make the world a better
place to live in for yourself and fu-

ture generations, he said.
PU college principal stressed the

importance of emotional quotient
and gave a new meaning to the word
ACHIEVE: attitude, choices, habits,
involvement, enthusiasm, values
and the most important of all emo-
tional quotient.

Shaji  Anthony  said farewell is
the splendid gift of memories and
urged students to be connected with
each other and live with the values
imbibed at their alma mater. The
acronym ABC - allow the change to
happen, bond with the change and
challenge yourself to adapt, said the
principal wishing good luck for all
their future endeavours.

Teacher Rama Sundari proposed
the vote of thanks.

School invokes blessings and bids
farewell to class X students

CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL,
BASAVESHWARANAGAR

SARASWATHI  POOJA AND GRADUATION DAY

M S DHONI: Suraj Singh, class X, Air Force School
Jalahalli East

TRADITIONAL ART: Karnika Gupta, class IV, Silver
Oaks International School Sarjapur

Awareness, open mindset
key to gender sensitivity 
Gender is a parasite that has

plagued society for millennia.
Although originally based on

anthropology, in the modern age, it is
based on culture, prejudice, and mindset.
It is an evil that leaves none. The fear of
embarrassment and stereotypes hamper
the performance of indi-
viduals in all spheres.
Albeit essential in some
aspects of life, gender
must be ignored in others.
The narrow-minded
thought of gender binary excludes many
from society and imprisons them with the
fear of non-acceptance. Although numer-
ous steps have been taken to ensure that
all genders are given equal importance,
the general mindset of society remains
ridiculously antediluvian. Men and women
are both affected by this iniquitous cre-
dence. The fear of not being masculine
enough or feminine enough forces them to
exist in constant paranoia. Women are
predominantly affected by this illusion.
They often have to sacrifice their careers
and personal privileges to care for their

families.  Men refrain from expressing
emotions and are highly vulnerable to
mental illnesses.
The most crucial parts to tackling this
persistent issue are awareness and mind-
set. People aren't aware of the many ways
in which they can confront and resolve

their dilemmas. Feminist
literature helps to solve
this issue. Promoting ideas
such as equality and free-
dom, feminist books, blogs,
etc. encourage people to

take a stance against injustice.  We must
change our mindset to pave way for self-
acceptance. The simple change from 'dif-
ferent' to 'unique' is the key to this pur-
portedly unopenable lock.
The conclusion of this essay should mark
the dawn of a new approach towards the
seemingly awkward concept of gender. It
is of utmost importance that we under-
stand that all genders are in many ways
unequal but must be given equal signifi-
cance. We must all fight for a pulchritudi-
nous world of gender acceptance, peace,
and mutual respect.

STUDENTSPEAK
Dhruva Nandakumar, 
class IX, Euro School North
Campus

The sea was at war with the sand
and the sky;
She refused to listen to reason.
The ocean battled all night long;
Her roar was heard to all passing
by.

The waves pounded the shoreline,
Until the rock was powdered fine.
The sky beat his drum of thunder;
The sky and sea clashed in a

moment of wonder.

By the time the morning mist
rose,
The three had called a truce.
They talked through their differ-
ences,
And worked through the blues.

Shraddha Satish, class VI, Sishu
Griha Senior School 

THE THREE WORKED THROUGH THE BLUES

Mesmerising Malvan



Q1:
Which sport’s professional
team is the “New York

Knicks”?       
a. Cricket

b. Rugby

c. Basketball

d. Chess

Q2:
As of 2019, who else won
an Olympic medal in

badminton apart from P.V Sindhu?
a. Saina Nehwa 

b. Ashwini Ponnappa

c. Jwala Gutta

d. P C Thulasi

Q3:
Who among the following
cricketers has scored

14000 runs in T20 cricket?
a. Yuvraj Singh

b. Chris Gayle

c. Virat Kohli

d. M S Dhoni

Q4:
Who are defending
champions of  Hockey

Women’s Junior World Cup 2022?
a. Spain

b Japan

c. Argentina

d. Netherlands

Q5:
Max Verstappen became
F1’s youngest race winner

at the age of 18 years and 228 days

in Barcelona in 2016. Which team
was he racing for?

a. Ferrari   b. Red Bull 

c. McLaren   d. Renaut

Q6:
Who won the 10th Italian

Open title 2021? 

a. Novak Djokovich

b. Dominic Thiem

c. Rafael Nadal

d. Stefanos Tsitsipas

Q7:
Who got the most runs in

the 2019 Cricket World

Cup?

a. Kane Williamson

b. Shakib Al Hasan

c. David Warner

d. Rohit Sharma

Q8:
Which Indian cricketer was

inducted into the ICC Hall

of Fame in June 2021?

a. Kapil Dev   b. Rahul Dravid

c. Md Azaharuddin   d. Vinoo Mankad

Q9:
Who got the most runs in

the 2017 Women’s Cricket

World Cup?

a. Harmanpreet Kaur   b. Tammy Beaumont

c. Alex Blackwill   d. Poonam Raut
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS:

1 c. Basketball   2 a. Saina Nehwal

3 b. Chris Gayle   4 c. Argentina

5 b. Red Bull   6 c. Rafael Nadal

7 d. Rohit Sharma   8 d. Vinoo Mankad

9 d. Poonam Raut

Max

Verstappen

W
inless after four
games, Mum-
bai Indians will
be desperate to
reverse the
trend when
they face Pun-
jab Kings in the

IPL on Wednesday. It has been a night-
marish beginning for the five-time cham-
pions who are known for their slow starts.

A formidable all-round side over the
years, MI have looked a pale shadow of
themselves in the ongoing edition and will
need several things to fall in place if they
are to arrest the slide and restore their
campaign. Apart from their batters’ in-
ability to go big, the below-par perform-
ance by the bowlers has made things hard.

TURNING THINGS
AROUND

The road to redemption looks difficult
as they are placed ninth on the points table,
but skipper Rohit Sharma would
be eager to turn things around,
not just for the team but for
himself, too. Rohit has not been
the influential batter that he
normally is for his franchise
and will have to lead from the
front, even as the need to find
the right combination rings

out loud. With two wins and
as many losses, Punjab

are lying seventh in
the standings and
come into the game on
the back of a defeat

against Gujarat Titans.
Rohit is very important

at the top but the others, including his
opening partner Ishan Kishan,
Suryakumar Yadav and Tilak Var-
ma, will also need to rise to the occasion
before it gets too late for MI to stage a come-
back. Also, Dewald Brewis, known for his
ability to play a wide range of strokes, is
yet to announce himself in the league. The
team management would be hoping that
the batters are able to fire in unison.

One of the top three batters will defi-
nitely need to score big if Mumbai are to
post a big total or chase down one.

AIMING TO REGAIN
The weakest link for Mumbai is the

indifferent form of veteran all-rounder
Kieron Pollard. Pollard, who can single-
handedly take games away, has been far
from his best and the West Indian would
be aiming to regain his mojo. MI, though,
will be up against a quality Punjab attack
led by Kagiso Rabada and faces a tricky
task against the likes of Rahul Chahar,
Vaibhav Arora or Arshdeep Singh.

The Mumbai bowlers, including
Jasprit Bumrah, have been off the radar.
The current attack comprising leg-spin-
ner Murugan Ashwin, Basil Thampi and
Jaydev Unadkat will have to support Bum-
rah, who will be keen to recreate his mag-
ic. The trio’s 12 overs will be crucial if MI’s
fortunes are to change. MI are up against
a team comprising power-hitters like
Shikhar Dhawan, Liam Livingstone and
M Shahrukh Khan. AGENCIES

S
aina Nehwal’s chances
of defending her title
at the Commonwealth

Games looks bleak as she
has decided to skip the se-
lection trials for the upcom-
ing multi-sport events.

The big-ticket events in-
clude the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham and
the Hangzhou Asian Games.

The selection trials are
scheduled here from April
15 to 20. The 32-year-old His-
ar-born shuttler, a two-time
CWG gold medallist and 2012
London Olympics bronze
medallist, has informed the
Badminton Association of
India (BAI) about her deci-
sion to skip the trials.

“Saina has written to
BAI, informing her decision
to not play in the trials which
will be the only tournament
to pick players for CWG, Asi-

ad and Thomas and Uber
Cup,” a BAI source said.

The BAI has made it
clear that players inside the
top 15 in the BWF rankings
will be picked directly, while
the rest will be chosen from
the trials which will see par-
ticipation of shuttlers
ranked between 16 to 50 in
the latest world rankings, re-
leased on March 29. AGENCIES

NEHWAL DECIDES TO
SKIP SELECTION TRIALS
FOR CWG, ASIAN GAMES

We want batters

to bat deep. And

if you get runs on

the board, there’s

something for the

bowlers to do.

ROHIT SHARMA

M
arko Arnautovic could have
had a hat trick but for the
crossbar as Bologna beat rel-
egation-threatened Samp-
doria 2-0 in Serie A.

BREAKING THE DEADLOCK

Bologna broke the deadlock in the 61st
minute when Aaron Hickey crossed for
Mitchell Dijks at the back post, and he
knocked it down for Arnautovic to bundle
over the line from point-blank range on
Monday. Arnautovic almost doubled his tal-
ly in the 69th but his strike cannoned off
the crossbar. Nicola Sansone also hit the
crossbar moments later when sent clear by
an Arnautovic pass.

FIRST VICTORY

Arnautovic grabbed a second in the 76th
in a move which the Austria international
started and finished. Sampdoria remained
seven points above the relegation zone af-
ter its fifth loss in six matches. It was mid-

table Bologna’s first win in six matches.
Coach Siniša Mihajlovic remained in hos-
pital for treatment after the return of his
leukaemia. He beat the disease in 2019.

Bologna drew at Serie A leader AC Mi-
lan 0-0 last week in its first match without
its coach, who remains in contact with the
players and staff via video. AP

BOLOGNA BEATS SAMPDORIA
MARKO ARNAUTOVIC STRIKES TWO GOALS IN SERIE A

Marko Arnautovic
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MUMBAI INDIANS HOPE TO REVERSE TREND AFTER 

FOUR CONSECUTIVE LOSSES

It’s lack of faith that makes people afraid of meeting challenges,

and I believed in myself.

Muhammad Ali WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2022

Bologna’s Marko Arnautovic, center, celebrates after

scoring during the Italian Serie A soccer match

between Bologna and Sampdoria at the Renato

Dall’Ara stadium in Bologna, Italy

■  Rayo Vallecano’s winless streak in the
Spanish league reached 12 matches after a 1-1
draw at home against Valencia.
■  Valencia opened the scoring through Carlos
Soler in the 57th minute and the hosts equalized
thanks to Sergi Guardiola in the 83rd at Vallecas
Stadium on Monday.
■  Rayo hasn’t won in the league since a home
game against last-placed Alavés in December.
■  Valencia had its unbeaten run in the league
extended to six matches, with three wins. It sits
in ninth place.
■  Rayo is in 13th place, six points above the
relegation zone. It has a game in hand, at 
second-placed Barcelona.

RAYO’S WINLESS RUN
EXTENDED AFTER DRAW WITH

VALENCIA IN LIGA

7.30 PMAPRIL 13

Upcoming IPL Match

Maharashtra Cricket Association Stadium, Pune
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Kagiso Rabada
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