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➤ A young traveller explores
Malvan, a coastal town in
Maharashtra, famous for its long
lonely shores, white sand, clear
water, and mesmerising sunsets

➤ Who are the Russian 
oligarchs? What is climate-
smart food? Get your
answers and learn ‘Lessons
From The World’ 
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➤ IPL 2022: Mumbai
Indians seek 
change of fortune
against Punjab Kings

PAGE 4 HARDIK PANDYA
FASTEST INDIAN TO
SMASH 100 SIXES

H
ardik Pandya has become
the fastest Indian to hit
100 sixes in the Indian

Premier League (IPL). Pandya
achieved the feat against
SunRisers Hyderabad. He has
also become tthhee tthhiirrdd-ffaasstteesstt iinn
tteerrmmss ooff bbaallllss aafftteerr WWeesstt IInnddiieess
ggrreeaattss CChhrriiss GGaayyllee aanndd AAnnddrree
RRuusssseellll. While Russell and Gayle
reached their respective ‘cen-

turies’ in 657 and 943 balls,
respectively, Pandya took

1,046 balls to take action.
The 28-year-old Pandya

is captaining the
Gujarat Titans

this 
season.

T
he fourth ‘2+2’ dia-
logue between India
and the U S is under-
way in Washington
DC.  External affairs

and defence minister, S Jais-
hankar and Rajnath Singh, re-
spectively, are holding talks with
their American counterparts—
secretary of state Anthony
Blinken and secretary of defence
Lloyd Austin. PM Narendra Modi
and President Joe Biden met vir-
tually on April 11, ahead of the
2+2 dialogue.

WHAT
‘Two+ two' or ‘2+2’ dialogue is
a mechanism in the diplomatic
circles, where two appointed
ministers, usually the foreign
and the defence minister, 
from each country meet to
discuss the two countries’
strategic and security 
interests. 

WHY is iit
held: A
2+2 min-

isterial dialogue enables the
partners to understand and
appreciate each other’s strategic
concerns and sensitivities, taking
into account the political factors
on both sides to build a stronger,
more integrated strategic rela-
tionship in a rapidly changing
global order.

HOW many ccountries aare IIndia's
2+2 ppartners: India has 2+2
dialogues with four key

strategic partners— the US, Australia, Japan, and
Russia. The inaugural 2+2 dialogue with Australia was
held in September 2021 when external affairs minis-
ter Jaishankar and defence minister Rajnath Singh
met their counterparts, Marise Payne and Peter
Dutton, in New Delhi. India's first 2+2 dialogue with
Russia was held in December last year, when Russian
foreign minister Sergey Lavrov and defence minister
Sergei Shoigu visited India.

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US
President Joe Biden discussed Ukraine during
the virtual meet on Monday
 The two leaders had an extensive exchange
of views on several regional and global issues,
such as the Covid-19 pandemic, global eco-
nomic recovery, climate action, recent devel-
opments in South Asia and the Indo-Pacific
region, and the situation in Ukraine, the min-
istry of external affairs said in a statement.
 The ministry said they also took stock of
the significant progress made in bilateral rela-
tions in recent years

 According to experts, US is India’s oldest
and most important 2+2 talks partner. Over the
years, the strategic bilateral relationship with
Washington, including the dialogues held in the
2+2 format, have produced tangible and far-
reaching results for India. The talks strengthen
defence and security with the objective of pro-
viding strategic guidance and a vision for fur-
ther consolidating the relationship, they said
 Besides, the dialogue holds more significance
this year, as the US has been putting pressure
on India to take a stand against Russian offen-
sive on its neighbour Ukraine

X-PLAINED

INDO-US 2+2 DIALOGUE

Australia's Victoria
state to host 2026
Commonwealth Games

T
he Australian state of Victoria has
announced that it will host the 2026
Commonwealth Games, with all sport-
ing events taking place outside the

state capital, Melbourne.
The 2026 Games will
be held in four
regional hubs in
the towns of
Geelong,
Ballarat,
Bendigo and
Gippsland,
each with its
own athletes'
village. However,
the opening ceremo-
ny will be held at
Australia's largest sports stadium, the Melbourne
Cricket Ground, which can hold more
than 100,000 spectators.

The 2022
Commonwealth Games
are due to be held in
Birmingham, England,
from July 28 to August 8

It
will be the sixth

time that Australia has
staged the Commonwealth
Games, and the second
time in Victoria, after
Melbourne hosted the

2006 event

AICTE: Give vacant seats
to Ukraine returnees T

he AICTE (All India Council
for Technical Education) has
written to heads of all the
technical institutions to

consider Indian students, who have
returned from war-torn Ukraine,
against vacant seats available and
admit them at appropriate levels. In its
letter, the technical education regula-
tor said, "around 20,000 Indian stu-
dents are back in the country from
Ukraine, where they were pursuing
courses in medical and engineering in
various universities of Ukraine". These
students are in "deep desperation", as
their educational future is uncertain in
the war-torn country, and should be
accommodated, it added.

A
lso called the mas-
sacre of Amritsar,
the Jallianwallah
Bagh tragedy,

marked a turning point in India’s
modern history. In fact, it inspired
Mahatma Gandhi to take a complete
plunge to the cause of Indian
nationalism and lead the freedom
movement
It happened on April 13, 1919,
when the acting Brigadier-General
Reginald Dyer ordered British
troops to open fire on unarmed

Indian civilians. This led to wide-
spread bloodshed, and resulted in
the death of 379 innocent Indians
and over 1,000 injuries. The casual-
ty number, which was reported by
the Indian National Congress at the
time, was at least 1,000 killed and
over 1,500 injured
The incident occurred when peo-
ple had gathered at the Jallianwala
Bagh to protest against the arrest
of the two nationalist leaders,
Satya Pal and Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew,
and celebrate Baisakhi, a harvesting

festival. Suddenly, General Dyer
entered the park with his troops.
Without even warning the people to
disperse, he ordered his troops to
fire at the unarmed crowd for 10
minutes and when their ammunition
was exhausted, he left with his
troops
 A British newspaper called it
one of the most-bloody massacres
of modern history

APRIL 13, JALLIANWALLAH
BAGH MASSACRE

This day

that year

217
That's the total number of space objects
from India that are orbiting the earth.
According to the Orbital Debris Quarterly
News by NASA, India has 103 spacecraft,
including active and defunct satellites,
and 114 space debris objects, as well as
spent rocket bodies orbiting the earth.
Interestingly, India's contribution to
space debris has fallen to the lowest lev-
els in the last four years, the data
showed. Its space debris had increased
sharply in 2019 after the country’s first-
ever anti-satellite test, during which New
Delhi had demonstrated its capability to
strike at an enemy country’s space assets.

 According to the latest
issue of Orbital Debris
Quarterly News, published
by NASA, there are 25,182
pieces of space debris, of
sizes larger than 10 cm, in
the lower earth orbits, which
are within 2,000 km of
earth’s surface
The United States, China
and countries of the former
Soviet Union have the
largest number of active or
defunct satellites, as well as
space debris, each con-
tributing several thousands

P ollutants like 
microplastics may be
causing growth

defects among fish in the
Cauvery river, including skele-
tal deformities, a new study
reveals. Researchers used a
technique called Raman spec-
troscopy, to detect microplas-
tics — minute pieces of plastic
often invisible to the naked eye
— and toxic chemicals contain-
ing the cyclohexyl functional
group (a functional group refers to atoms in a compound that
determine its chemical properties). The researchers also found
unstable molecules called ROS (Reactive Oxygen Species) in the
cells of the fish that developed abnormally. ROS build-up is
known to damage DNA and affect animals.

Microplastics are found
in several household
and industrial products,
and chemicals contain-
ing the cyclohexyl
group, such as cyclo-
hexyl isocyanate, are
commonly used in agri-
culture and the phar-
maceutical industry

Microplastics in
Cauvery river may be
harming fish: Study

FACTOID

A recent study in the Netherlands
has shown that microplastics can
enter the bloodstream of humans

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

Why is Indo-US 2+2
dialogue significant?



Russian Oligarchs scramble

Aristotle called them ‘a few bad men’ 

Lose Their Grip, Keep The Wealth

Current Affairs

02 “Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover 
others’ faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the
Earth for modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI

NEWS TO USE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2022

B est known for playing
Iron-Man and Sherlock
Holmes on the big

screen, Robert Downey, Jr has
now turned to advocating cli-
mate smart food choices. The
Hollywood star has teamed up
with bestselling au-
thor Thomas Kosti-
gen to write ‘Cool
Food: Erasing
Your Carbon Foot-
print One Bite at a Time’.

HOW TO BE A CLIMATE-
FOOD CONSUMER

1
PRODUCT CHOICE: Consider
a higher ratio of plant-
based products versus ani-

mal products. Fruit, vegetables
and cereals show an extensive-
ly better environmental impact,
as livestock breeding is re-
source and energy-intensive.

2
SEASONALITY: Choose fresh
produce and avoid green-
house vegetables. Favour

fresh products over deep-frozen
ones. Also, beware of green-
house produced veggies as a lot
of energy is needed for electric
lighting, watering and heating.

3
ORIGIN: Avoid air trans-
portation and favour short
distances. Avoid airplane

transportation with its high
emissions due to fuel con-
sumption. Be aware of long
transport distances.

TEACHER PROMPT FOR 
DISCUSSION & A
CHALLENGE 

■ One cheeseburger has the
same effect on our climate as
watching television for 500 hours  

■ Eating climate-friendly 3 times
per week will change the world

■ Now, throw a challenge to stu-

As students, while it is important
to know about what’s happening
around the world, what is more essential is
to have an in-depth perspective of events
that will help you build your skill sets. Be
it political, social, economic, climatic
events, Times NIE presents you
handpicked, curated news that will be
of help to you in the classroom and
give you an edge over others 

‘Go for CLIMATE-SMART
FOOD!’

A climate friendly
meal has at
least 50%
LESS CO2
emissions then the
average meal

NEWSMAKER 
of the week

U
S President Joe Biden
and other world lead-
ers are setting their
sights on Russia’s oli-

garchs as they seek new ways to
punish Russian President
Vladimir Putin – and those who
have enabled him and profited
from his reign – for waging war
in Ukraine.

After Putin came to power in
2000, he facilitated the wave of
oligarchs via state contracts.
These oligarchs, in return,
offered him support.

In the 1990s, the oligarchs had the upper hand with
the Kremlin and could even dictate policy at times.
Under former Prez Boris Yeltsin, multiple oligarchs
assumed formal positions in the government, and
anecdotes abounded describing coffers of cash
being carried into the Kremlin in exchange for politi-
cal favours. But since the 2000s Putin has been
calling the shots. Essentially, Putin proposed a deal:
The oligarchs would stay out of politics, and the
Kremlin would stay out of their businesses and
leave their often illegitimate gains alone.

The ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle classified
government into three main types: rule by one
person, by a few people, and by many people.

The two forms of rule ‘by the few’ were aris-
tocracy and oligarchy. He defined aristoc-

racy as government by the few in
which the best individuals wield the

power. In contrast, and oligarchy
as rule by a few bad men who

governed unjustly.

Sociology

Who
Are

They?
Oligarchs, in

the Russian con-
text, are the

ultrawealthy busi-
ness elites with

disproportionate
political power 

Botany

Guinness: In 1 stem
1,269 tomatoes

A
new Guinness World Record has been set by a British
gardener Douglas Smith, hailing from Hertford-
shire, for growing over 1,269 tomatoes from a single
stem. Smith adopted innovative plantation meth-

ods to harvest these cherry tomatoes in September 2021,
after which he applied for the world record.

TALKING POINTS
IN CLASSROOM

SO WHERE DID THE PHRASE
‘IRON LAW OF OLIGARCHY’
COME FROM, ONE MAY ASK? 

■ The concept was devised by German
sociologist Robert Michels to refer to the
allegedly inevitable tendency of political
parties and trade unions to become
bureaucratised, centralised, and conser-
vative. 
■ To state it simply, it means all organi-
sations, including those committed to

democratic ideals and practices, will
inevitably succumb to rule by an elite
few (an oligarchy). The iron law of oli-
garchy contends that organisational
democracy is an oxymoron. 

GROW TOMATOES IN CLASS!
■ Go big! Choose a large pot. Use
one that is over two feet across.
■ Compost, compost and then
more compost. You will need to
feed your tomatoes grown in con-
tainers more than those growing in a
garden plot.
■ Drainage is important. Line the bottom of the con-
tainer with a few inches of rocks to aid the drainage.
■ Tomatoes will set fruit when the temperature is
between 55-85 degrees. So, if in arid region, water
them and keep them off surfaces that heat up too fast
like driveways. ■ Cage ‘em. Tomatoes grown in con-
tainers need a stake or cage to support their growth.

LET’S MAKE SOME ‘CLIMATE FOOD’

ACTIVITY TIME

Word Of
THE WEEK

TIMES NIE INVITES TEACHERS AND
STUDENTS: We invite you to share
unique ways in which concepts are
being taught in classrooms. Write to us

toinie175@gmail.com

to seek safe havens amid sanctions

TEACHER PROMPT: After the discus-
sion on these points, ask students to
make a presentation on ‘most well
known oligarchs’ with a short synop-
sis of their riches. Trigger them to
dig out some interesting riches!

■ Most classic oli-
garchies have resulted
when governing elites
were recruited exclu-
sively from a ruling
caste — a hereditary
social group that is set
apart from others.

GENOCIDE
■ IN THE NEWS FOR: More than 300 bodies have been found in a Kyiv
suburb called Bucha, some in extremely brutal state. The discoveries
have drawn comparisons with the killings of civilians in this area dur-
ing World War II. The Holocaust, also known as the Shoah, was the
genocide of European Jews during World War II. 
■ WHAT DOES IT MEAN: Genocide is the planned and organised killing
of a group of people. Victims of genocide are killed because of their
race, religion, ethnicity (culture), or nationality.

Thwarted in their quest to swiftly
seize Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, Russian
forces pulled back last week. But
growing evidence of atrocities
against civilians elicited global hor-
ror and prompted US President to
further put sanctions on:
a. Putin’s daughters
b. Russia’s largest bank
c. Coal imports
d. Luxury goods

POP QUIZ

FFiinndd  rriigghhtt  aannsswweerr  nneexxtt  wweeeekk

IS TOMATO A FRUIT OR VEGETABLE? A tomato is technically
a fruit that is sometimes considered a vegetable. The con-
fusion arose after the 1890s when the US Supreme Court
named it a vegetable for taxation purposes. A fruit is de-
fined as the edible part of the plant containing seeds, such
as a tomato, whereas a vegetable is the stem, leaf or root.

dents: Ask them to opt for climate food
for a week and make a note of carbon
footprints saved

■ Make sure the winner of the challenge
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