
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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MOVEMENT IN STILL LIFE: Nilesh
Kumar Singh, class X, Air Force School
Jalahalli East

DEEP AT SEA: Sanika  Ranjan, class VII,
Sishu Griha Senior School

Meraki is a youth organisation co-founded
by four high schoolers  Ansruta Bohra,
Arushi Chauhan, Shreya Krishnamurthy,

and Anggadh Anil in May 2020. It is purely a stu-
dent initiative that aims to provide knowledge
about art, dance, and music to children from eco-
nomically unstable backgrounds. It has a 100 mem-
ber team spread across India, with an operations
and newsletter team in the UK (which was start-
ed with the help of Arushi Chauhan who currently
lives there). The organisation conducts classes in
music, dance, and art online, completely free of
cost. They are conducted by interested student
volunteers all over India, and these classes try
and explore the subjects to the best of the volun-
teers' capabilities. They start classes off easy, cov-
ering Bollywood and origami, before moving into
regional art forms like Kathak, Carnatic vocals
and painting. They have also raised over a lakh
rupees through a fundraiser on the platform Fu-
elADream and a partnership with Rotary Club,
Indiranagar to provide art materials to children,
distributing 300+ art kits to students from the
schools Bharatiya Grameen Mahila Sangh and

Thayi Mane.
They currently hold classes for students aged

8-14 at Thayi Mane and Sukanksha Charitable
Trust (based in Bangalore) and have partnered
up with organisations such as Sakhi for Girls Ed-
ucation and Angels Express Foundation (based
in Mumbai) to conduct classes there too; they have
also taught at a school called Krishnashraya Trust
in the past. They host three classes a week per

school, one each for music, dance, and art. The
children are currently at varying stages depend-
ing on their school.

Dance classes follow a curriculum laid out by
Meraki's volunteers, and students at Thayi Mane
are currently learning classical dance, those at
Sakhi are learning Bollywood styles, and students
at Sukanksha are learning semi-classical dance.
In music, the students at Sukanksha Charitable

Trust and those at Thayi Mane have both pro-
gressed past basic Bollywood music into vocal ex-
ercises, while students at the Sakhi school have
just started out and are still learning Bollywood
songs. In art, the students at Sukanksha and Thayi
Mane are learning slightly more complex art forms
while those at Sakhi school are still learning origa-
mi and other crafts.

In an attempt to broaden the children's hori-
zons, Meraki's latest project is a collaboration with
an organisation called Speak To Lead which con-
ducts seminars on leadership skills. They have a
four-week plan to help the students learn to orate
better. This initiative is part of a programme Mer-
aki conducts to bring in professionals in new fields
and conduct workshops for the children.

The programme has had many successful
workshops on topics such as hair styling, ad-
vanced art, and much more. The students are cur-
rently trying to broaden their base in India and
expand globally, to help other children experience
the joy of art. They feel that these subjects are a
vital part of a holistic upbringing that is often
overlooked.

Students reach out to underpriviledged
children through art and music

NATIONAL PUBLIC 
SCHOOL - HSR LAY

"Gender Bias" 'is a term that is
used constantly with refer-
ence to unequal treatment of

women. But is gender bias only about
women? There are a lot of occupations
that are deemed more perfect
for women than men and men
are discouraged to take up
those professions. 
I got married recently and I
work as a school teacher.
Sometimes I wonder "what are
the responsibilities a woman
has at home? What are the ones
that man has?" If we observe
carefully there are certain jobs
at home which are kind of
stereotyped for women & men.
The profession I chose too is considered
very "apt" for women as they come back
home at a fixed time. However, men are
rarely encouraged to take up teaching as a
profession. 
To make sense of such stereotypes, we
need to know about Gender Sensitization.
Gender sensitization is not about pitting
women against men. It helps determine
which assumptions in gender are valid and
which are stereotyped. As universally rec-
ognized at the World Conference on
Women in Beijing in 1995, countries will
neither prosper nor thrive unless they are
equally supportive of their women and
men (and third gender) in their quest for a
fulfilling life. 
Gender sensitization acknowledges the
different roles and responsibilities of
women and men in the community, and the
relationships with them. It respects the
differences which in turn can break the
biases. 
Let us take a look at  how a few state-
ments would change in a gender-sensi-
tized society: 
Look like a girl - this would change to
'wear whatever you want'
Act like a lady - Be yourself 

Think like a man - Think
Men don't cry- Cry, show your emotions
when you need to And the list goes on.
Adding the pronoun he when it's a doctor
or her when it comes to the teacher are

just some more examples. 
Just giving equal opportunities
to men and women will not end
the problems of inequality
unless the world becomes sensi-
tized toward both genders. A
time when the woman can be
the sole bread earner and the
man is not ashamed if he choos-
es to take care of the home and
children; a time when the hus-
band gets a better job in a new
city and the wife is not forced to

leave the city of her job unless she gets a
good opportunity in the new city; a time
when co-curricular activities like stitching,
baking will just not be for girls but all guys
are encouraged to do the same and simi-
larly, girls are encouraged to learn what-
ever they like, a time when the colour of
the wall can be pink for boys and blue for
girls and the list goes on. Perhaps, when
such a state is achieved, we we can actu-
ally say the society is finally sensitive
towards all genders and biases will end
too. 
I am happy to be a part of an organization
where gender sensitization is practiced in
quite some places. For example, girls and
boys have similar uniforms from class VII
onwards, all the co-curricular activities
encourage participation by both boys and
girls, male teachers are there almost at all
grade levels, etc. 
To conclude I would say it is extremely
important for educational institutes and
educators to look beyond stereotypes as
they are responsible for molding an
entirely new generation and the views 
and actions of the upcoming generations
will depend on how we as educators think
and act. 

Gender sensitization is not
just about equal opportunities

Trina
Bhattacharya,
teacher, Silver
Oaks International
School Sarjapur

Ruff! Woof! I barked as I
opened my eyes to a whole
new world. I saw humans and

my fellow beings around me. As I
was exploring around, a human
grabbed me and took me some-
where. I was barking and howling
but he wouldn't budge. He put me in
a little room, enough to just fit my
body. It was dark, but there was a
little window near my eye. I peeped
out and saw two humans talking.
They were constantly using the word
"BOX". I was curious but confused.
After listening closely for a long
time, I figured out that my room was
called a "BOX". 

Suddenly, I felt a shake. It was like
an earthquake. I was scared. After
some time, the box was
stable, and I since I was
very sleepy, I dozed off
quickly. When I woke up
after my nap, I was sur-
rounded by some friends
again. But I was in a new
place. 
After a few hours, a
sweet lady gently picked me up and
looked into my eyes. She was very

beautiful. Her hands were soft as
cotton and her hair was shiny black.

It was cosy in her arms.
She smelled of flowers.
But I saw that she was
taking me away from my
friends! I was alarmed! I
started to bark loudly. I
was afraid but helpless. 
She took me to her house.
It was beautiful with rugs,

swings, candles and a couch too.
From that day on, I have been living

with this lady who is now my owner
and loves me immensely. My
favourite thing has always remained
the bonfire. The heat from the mag-
nificent-looking flames is divine. She
often reads a book near the bonfire,
and I join in too. I crawl up into her
lap and it feels like home. She gives
me tasty treats and plays with me.
She gives me baths too, I love them!
I love spending time with her. 
It has been 10 years now. I am so
happy to have spent my life with
you. Thank you for all your love.

Jeya Malhotra, class VIII, 
Air Force School Jalahalli East

International Women's Day was
celebrated, Bangalore on March
8, 2022 to recognize the contribu-

tion and significance of women.
Women, the most beautiful cre-

ation of God! The angel on earth who
makes our life a wonderful experience
all together. The celebration began
with a song dedicated to women pre-

sented by the school music teacher.
Some teachers were costumed as the
international leaders which high-
lighted the message about the com-
petency of the women, intellectual ca-
pacity of women capable of holding

high responsibility as efficiently as
men can do.

Principal Revathy Gurumoorthy
addressed the teachers and spoke
about the level of efficiency, women
can exhibit if given the opportunity.

The students performed a skit to ex-
hibit the power and freedom of
women. On this special occasion, ed-
ucation officer Deepika expressed her
gratitude to all the teachers and non-
teaching staff, appreciating their un-
stinted effort towards educating young
minds with maintaining balance with
their family simultaneously.

Recognising competency and capabilities of women

AIR FORCE SCHOOL, JALAHALLI EAST 

The school held the Graduation
Day for the outgoing class X
students on April 4, 2022. The

programme commenced with the
lighting of lamp by chairman of
Vidyasoudha Group of Institutions
Manje Gowda, principal Padmashree
and other dignitaries.

Head boy Sanjith P and head girl
Mrudula RaviKumar shared their ex-
periences as students of VSPS and
responsibilities  were handed over to
deputy head boy Vishwaradya and
deputy head girl Supriya Khandilya
. The  chairman advised students  to

be grateful and show gratitude to-
wards their parents and teachers and
not to forget the sacrifices made by
them.

The principal wished them good
luck for their future endeavours . The
students of class IX bid farewell to
their seniors with cultural pro-
grammes .

The outgoing students present-

ed a song they had composed with
their original music, under the guid-
ance of teacher Guruprasad.

The students were given a mo-

mento and a certificate. They
took a  pledge to be the good citizens
of the country and to be future as-
sets.

Note:- Parents should attend the 
             webinar along with the child.

Amrut Jadhav
With Master Trainer

FOUNDER OF BRAIN INFINITE

AUTHOR OF YOU CAN HAVE A JUMBO MEMORY
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From a dog's perspective

Be grateful to parents & teachers, students advised
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t was a Premier League day that could
hardly have gone any better for Totten-
ham. Tottenham Hotspurs thumped As-
ton Villa 4-0 to tighten their grip on fourth
spot in the Premier League after Man-
chester United and Arsenal both slipped
up. Third-placed Chelsea ended a tough

week by hammering Southampton 6-0 while Leeds
climbed nine points above the relegation zone
with a comfortable 3-0 win at Watford.

FIRM FAVOURITES
Six wins in seven league games for free-scor-

ing Spurs have made them firm favourites to qual-
ify for next season’s Champions League along
with Manchester City, Liverpool and Chelsea. 

Son Heung-min scored a hat-trick for Anto-
nio Conte’s men at Villa Park, with Dejan Kulu-
sevski also chipping in as Spurs put their oppo-
nents to the sword. Two glancing headers from
the impressive Harry Kane set up the other goals
from Kulusevski and Son in the 50th and 66th
minutes. 

Tottenham goalkeeper Hugo Lloris made
seven saves in the opening 45 minutes to keep
Villa at bay. 

STRONG TRIUMVIRATE
In Son, Harry Kane and Dejan Kulusevski,

Tottenham has an attacking triumvirate that is
proving impossible to keep down.  Son
now has six goals in his last three
league games, having opened the
scoring in the third minute af-
ter a shot from Kane deflect-

ed into his path at the edge of the area. His fin-
ish was unforgiving, kissing the post on its way
in just like his third goal _ in the 71st and off a
pass from Kulusevski _ which completed his first
hat trick of the season.

Antonio Conte’s team is hitting form just as
its rivals are imploding and now has a three-point
cushion in fourth place over Arsenal, which
slumped 2-1 at home to Brighton for a third loss
in its last fourth games. The win takes Spurs to
57 points -- three clear of fifth-placed Arsenal and
six ahead of West Ham and Manchester United. 

EVERTON, MADRID
PROGRESS

The decisive moment at Goodison
Park came midway through the first
half when Anthony Gordon hit a shot
that took a huge deflection off England
defender Harry Maguire and wrong-foot-
ed David de Gea in the United goal. Lam-
pard said he was proud of his battling side,
who are trying to maintain Everton’s record
of being ever-present in the English top flight
since 1954. “Beautiful football can come later on,”
he told BT Sport. “I have ambitions for this club
to stay up, play well, but in the position we are
in, fighting comes first and foremost.”

United’s interim manager Ralf Rangnick,
who has a two-year contract to remain as a con-

sultant at United beyond this season, was asked
whether speculation over the club’s next

manager was creating a state of limbo.
“I don’t think this should be an ex-

cuse for anybody,” he said, with Ajax
boss Erik ten Hag touted as a
strong favourite to be the next per-
manent boss. “We’re Manchester
United, we’ve got a lot of inter-
national players.”

Chelsea suffered a shock 4-1
defeat at the hands of Brentford

last week before losing 3-1 against
Real Madrid in the first leg of their

Champions League quarter-final. But
they restored confidence on Saturday, rac-

ing into a 6-0 lead in the 54th minute, with two
goals apiece for Mason Mount and Timo Wern-
er. “The performance changed, the commitment
and the discipline,” said Chelsea manager
Thomas Tuchel. “This is how we want to play
and we gave an answer finally because you could
see it on the scoreboard.”

Manchester City and Liverpool go head to
head at the Etihad on Sunday in a top-of-the-table
clash. AGENCIES

A
flawless Charles
Leclerc led from
start to finish to
steer his Ferrari to
an action-packed

win at the Australian Grand
Prix on Sunday with world
champion Max Verstappen fail-
ing to finish.

The world championship
leader from Monaco started
from pole, held his position at
the first corner and never looked
back, scorching round the 58-lap
Albert Park circuit to take the
chequered flag by a massive 20.5
seconds.

Red Bull’s Sergio Perez was
second with George Russell an
encouraging third for the strug-
gling Mercedes and his seven-
time world champion teammate
Lewis Hamilton fourth.

“It’s amazing, the car was
incredible today. What a race and
what a pace today,” said Leclerc

after clocking a fourth career
win and second of the season. 

DISASTERS APLENTY
There was disaster for Red

Bull’s Verstappen, the winner
two weeks ago in Saudi Arabia,
who pulled over on lap 39 when
second, saying on the team ra-
dio: “I smell some weird fluid.”

He jumped out with smoke com-
ing from the engine, grabbing a
fire extinguisher to help a mar-
shal put out the flames. It was
his second retirement in three
starts this season.

Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz and
Aston Martin veteran Sebastian
Vettel also failed to finish after
spinning out. Victory consoli-
dated Leclerc’s championship
lead after three rounds with the
Ferrari ace, who won the open-
ing race of the year in Bahrain,

earning the extra point for the
fastest lap to add to the 25 for
winning. The Albert Park cir-
cuit has been revamped this year
for the first time since 1996,
promising to be faster and with
better overtaking opportunities
and it delivered for the fans.

Hamilton, who started fifth,
was a big mover off the grid,
powering to third at Turn 1

ahead of Perez and Norris. But
Sainz had a horror day. After
starting ninth, he lost traction
on lap two, and was lucky not to
take out any rivals as he slid
across the track and into grav-
el. His race was over and the
safety car was deployed.

The safety car was needed
again when Vettel spun and
crashed into a wall. AFP

Title holders CSK,
5-time champs MI
still winless in IPL

Nowhere near winning, teams suffer order collapse

R
eigning Indian Premier League
champions Chennai Super
Kings and Mumbai Indians,
the tournament’s most suc-
cessful team, struggled to get
their 2022 campaigns going as
both teams fell to their fourth

defeat in as many matches on Saturday.

NEED TO FIND
SELF-BELIEF

Chennai named India all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja as their captain two days before the start
of the world’s richest Twenty20 tournament af-
ter the talismanic Mahendra Singh Dhoni, who

led them to four IPL titles, relinquished the role.
The team, which has finished runner-up on five
occasions, on Saturday went down to Sunrisers
Hyderabad by eight wickets to remain winless.

Head coach Stephen Fleming said the team
were lacking in every department and needed
to quickly find self-belief to turn things around.
“We were well outplayed.  We’re sort of learn-
ing,” former New Zealand skipper Fleming told
reporters, adding that Chennai were struggling
with some injuries to key players. “And we
haven’t had any evidence that sort of helps the
belief. We are not winning any games. Not be-
ing close to winning any games, you get a bit of

self-doubt, and the players get a little bit niggly.
“We’re just not getting ourselves in positions

to pressurise the opposition and we’re just com-
ing a distant second. It takes one or two good per-
formances and then you get a bit of belief and
a bit of evidence that you’re an OK side and away
you go. But at the moment, we look a long way
away from that.”

MI LOOKING
FOR MOMENTUM 

Five-time champions Mumbai suffered a
spectacular collapse, losing six wickets for 29
runs after an opening stand of 50 against Royal
Challengers Bangalore.

Led by India’s all-format captain Rohit Shar-
ma, Mumbai recovered through Suryakumar
Yadav’s splendid unbeaten 68 to post 151-6 but it
was not enough as Bangalore chased it down
comfortably with nine balls to spare and seven
wickets in hand. 

The side have traditionally been slow starters
in the IPL and team director Zaheer Khan is not
giving up hope. “You’ve got to be able to close
those moments of the game where the momen-
tum is shifting. We’ve, as a team, not been able
to do that,” former India seamer Zaheer said.
“There are still 11 league matches to go. We’ve
got to get on a roll.” AGENCIES

T
iger Woods used to turn
weekends at Augusta Na-
tional into gripping the-
atre, relentlessly charging
up the leaderboard one

fearless drive, one feathery iron, one
nervy putt at a time.

Not now. Maybe not ever again.
The magic the five-time Masters

champion summoned so easily for so
long was nowhere to be found during
another laboured four-plus hour jour-
ney underneath the Georgia pines. His
6-over 78 marked his worst in 93 career
rounds at the tournament he has come
to define and left him at 7-over.

The limp from his surgically re-
paired right leg growing more pro-
nounced with each deliberate, cau-
tious step, the 46-year-old slipped fur-
ther down the leaderboard to end
whatever chance, however unlikely,
of being a factor on Sunday. 

There was no familiar charge in
the early April chill. Just the reality
that 14 months removed from a seri-
ous car accident that threatened to
end his career, Woods can still play

golf. He just can’t do it - at least not
at the moment - at the level needed to
compete in a field consisting of
younger players, many who grew up
idolizing him but have long outgrown
standing in awe of him.

Following a gritty back-nine
push on Friday that helped him stay
on the fringe of contention, Woods
walked to the first tee Saturday two
hours before the leaders. Looking to
send a jolt through the gallery that

stood five-deep in places hoping for
a glimpse and a chance to roar,
Woods instead spent most of the af-
ternoon silently glaring at the hole
or his putter - or both.

While Woods was slowly mak-
ing his way up the 18th fairway,
leader Scottie Scheffler - just 25 and
the world’s top-ranked golfer - was
making the turn doing at the Mas-
ters what Woods has done so often
over the last quarter-century: im-
posing his will on the course and
the tournament.

While it would be easy to call his
mere presence in northeast Georgia
this weekend a victory in itself,
Woods isn’t in this to be a feel-good
story. He has no interest in being a
ceremonial field filler. His 78 was one
more than the 77 he put together in
the third round of his first trip to Au-
gusta in 1995. He was an amateur
back then, a 19-year-old phenom. 

“Each and every day is a chal-
lenge,” he said. “Each and every day
presents its own different challenges
for all of us. I wake up and start the
fight all over again.” AP

South Korea’s An Se-young celebrates winning against Thailand’s
Pornpawee Chochuwong in their women’s singles final match at
the Korea Open Badminton Championships in Suncheon on
Sunday. The 20-year-old An Seyoung defeated Chochuwong in
straight games 21-17, 21-18 in 52 minutes of the Super 500
event. The Korean held her nerves as Chochuwong hit the final
shot long to the left to give An Seyoung the championship.

Korea Open: AN SEYOUNG
claims women’s singles titleThe National Rifle Association of India

(NRAI), has announced a 12-member
Indian Shooting contingent for the

year’s third ISSF World Cup Rifle/Pistol stage,
scheduled to be held in the Azerbaijani cap-
ital of Baku between May 27-June 7.

A 43-member contingent for the Ju-
nior ISSF World Cup in Suhl, Germany,
scheduled between May 09-May 20, has also
been announced. 

The senior squad for the Baku World Cup
comprises rifle shooters only.
The pistol shooters are not
participating to focus on
their training programme
that has been designed in
advance. The rifle team for
the Baku World Cup fea-
tures the likes of Anjum
Moudgil, Elavenil Valari-
van, Aishwarya Pratap
Singh Tomar, Chain Singh,
Rudrankksh Balasaheb
Patil, Deepak Kumar,
Paarth Makhija, Sift Kaur
Samra and Shreya Agarw-
al. Mehuli Ghosh, a silver
medallist at the World

Championships, Youth Olympics and Com-
monwealth Games, features in the rifle squad
for the year, but is not part of the team for
the Baku World Cup. 

The squad for the Junior World Cup has
participants in all three disciplines of rifle,
pistol and shotgun. 

India’s next international shooting en-
gagement is the ISSF World Cup Shotgun in
Lonato, Italy, where a nine-member squad
had already been entered.

The NRAIalso finalised
the national squads for the
year in all three shooting
disciplines. Notable among
those who have made a
comeback into the national
squad are London Olympic
silver medallist Vijay Ku-
mar and India’s most deco-
rated ISSF medallist Jitu
Rai.

The Lonato World Cup
is scheduled to begin on
April 19, 2022. Both the rifle
and pistol squads will skip
the year’s second Rifle/Pis-
tol World Cup. AGENCIES

Some people want it to happen, some wish it would happen,
others make it happen.

Michael Jordan MONDAY, APRIL 11, 2022
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I’m very happy
because I have a
group of players

who want to show me
that they will improve in
many aspects. When you
have this you have to be happy
to work with them and to try to do some-
thing important at the end of the season.
Seven games to go and we are showing that
we are deserving to stay in the race
for a place in the Champions League.
ANTONIO CONTE

Shooters Jitu, Vijay back in natl squad

Post injury, TIGER WOODS at career’s
WORST DURING AUGUSTA MASTERS

ANTONIO CONTE’S TEAM HITTING FORM JUST AS RIVALS ARE IMPLODING

Photo: REUTERS

Heung-Min Son

We want some of our bat-
ters to bat deep -- that is

one thing we are looking at.
If there’s runs on the board,
then bowlers have some-
thing to defend. We have not
done that in the last two
games. I have spoken of
collective performance,
which is missing now. But
once we get that, I think
we should be good.
ROHIT SHARMA

FLAWLESS LECLERC WINS 
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Honestly, what a

car today. I did a

good job all weekend but it’s not possible

without the car. I’m just so happy. We have

a very strong car and a reliable car.

CHARLES LECLERC

Verstappen drops out on a day of fire, crashes 
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The limp from his
surgically repaired
right leg growing
more pronounced
with each deliber-
ate, cautious step,

the 46-year-old
slipped further down
the leaderboard to

end whatever
chance _ however

unlikely _  of being a
factor come late

Sunday afternoon.

Jitu
Rai
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Charles Leclerc of Monaco driving (16) the Ferrari F1-75 on track during the F1 Grand
Prix of Australia at Melbourne Grand Prix Circuit
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SPURS TIGHTEN GRIP
ON TOP-FOUR SPOT
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