
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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MAN WITH THE BEARD: Nilesh Kumar Singh, class X,
Air Force School Jalahalli East

BY THE WATER: Disha Ram T S, class VI, Sherwood
High School

WAITING TO SAIL: Sanika  Ranjan, class VII, Sishu
Griha Senior School

FLOWERS AND BEES: Vedyavirajita Vaishnavi, class
VII, HAL Public School

IF I  
If I were a tree, I would grow tall

and bear a large number of
leaves so that I could  provide

oxygen to all. I would also absorb
as much carbon dioxide as possible
from the environment to reduce
global warming.

If I were a tree, I would grow
lots of fruits so that any hungry
person can satisfy his hunger by
eating them. I would also grow
some beautiful flowers on my
branches so that people can pick
them and gift them to their
beloved ones as a gesture of kind-
ness, love and gratitude.

If I were a tree, I would let the
birds build their nests on
my branches. I would also
provide shade to the weary
travellers. Small kids
would climb on my branch-
es and enjoy quality time
with their friends, amidst
nature.

However, I would be afraid of
people as they might chop me
off anytime to free up the
space for con-
structing com-
plexes or to
make furni-
ture for their
homes.

Despite
all my
fears, I
would be opti-
mistic that someday
everyone would realise
our importance and stop
cutting us for not only

their own benefit
but also the bene-
fit of generations
to come.

Ankita Sarkar, 
class XI, Adamas

International
School, Kolkata

A TREE

Offline school has always been
the more enjoyable mode of
learning. For me, offline

school was made more fun by shar-
ing tiffins with my friends and get-
ting to eat the food that they had
got. It's only been a few months
since we got back to offline schools.
There is this one feature that I had
missed quite a lot.

More than eating lunch at recess,
sneakily gobbling food dur-
ing classes is much more
fun. The adrenaline rush
that one gets while quickly
stuffing food into ones
mouth when the teacher

isn't looking is something that I had
missed terribly.

One day, my mother had given me
an enormous amount of pav bhaji for
lunch and I ate a little bit to satisfy
my taste buds and the rest was cir-
culated throughout
the class and
when I got my
tiffin back, it
was polished off.

Since then,
all my class-
mates
continu-
ously
pester

me to get pav bhaji for them.
Uditi Saraogi, class X, Sushila Birla

Girls' School, Kolkata

Sharing food is always fun

W E R E

The school believes in 'creat-
ing leaders of tomorrow',
which forms the base for in-

stilling leadership and innovation
skills in young learners.

Class VII and VIII students em-
barked on their leadership journey
by taking up the responsibility of
supporting an underprivileged
school. They organized a school
event Winter Carnival: Spreading
Happiness through Social Con-
nections through which funds

could be raised to
provide the un-
d e r p r i v i l e g e d
school with facil-
ities and better
learning experi-
ences.

The students started with em-
pathizing with the teacher and stu-
dents of the school through inter-
views and then collaborated as a
team to ideate. Providing electric-
ity was identified as the need of the

hour as the
school had no
electricity due to
legal property is-
sues and students
were studying in
a dingy class-

room.
While ideating, the students

kept in mind the amount collected
from the event, the UN Sustainable
Developmental Goals and Climate
Collapse, and decided on an option

that would be within the funds, en-
vironmentally friendly and clean
energy. Hence, with the help of an
expert they decided to build a so-
lar panel and got it installed in the
underprivileged school.

The happiness and joy through
this community service project has
motivated and inspired the stu-
dents to venture into their second
fundraising event - Walkathon:
Spring into Action to further sup-
port the underprivileged school.

S
ri Lanka is currently in the midst
of an economic crisis where the
Sri Lankan government is running

low on foreign currency and as a result
has been unable to pay for essential
imports such as fuel, food
items and other essential
goods. Sri Lankans have had
to contend with debilitating
power cuts lasting more
than 12 hours, the inflation
rates are crossing over 10%
and a steeply
devalued currency.
The economic cri-
sis began little over two years ago and
during that time Sri Lanka had exhaust-
ed over 50% of its foreign reserves
and now is only left with 1 or 2 billion
dollars. In addition, Sri Lanka has a
massive debt due in 2022. 
Sri Lanka's President declared an
emergency on April 1 as thousands of
people came out on the streets to

protest the crippling power cuts and
shortages of essential commodities
caused by the country's economic
meltdown. Opposition parties,  reflect-
ing the mood of a wave of protests

sweeping the country of 22
million people, urged the
President and the prime minis-
ter to step down. 
Sri Lanka has decided to tem-
porarily close its embassies in
Norway, Iraq, and its con-

sulate general in
Sydney, Australia
with effect from

April 30. Emergency health situation
has been declared because of severe
drug shortage in the country. 
The unprecedented economic crisis and
the massive political turmoil will hope-
fully be resolved and peace will return
to the country.
Siddartha Bhattacharya, class X, AFS
Jalahalli

Sri Lanka's ongoing economic
crisis must be resolved soon

STUDENTSPEAK

Imbibing leadership skills
while spreading happiness

INDUS ALTUM
INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL, BELAGAVI 

MY PROMISE
Today and everyday, I am
grateful.
For the sunrise and the sunset,
For the forest full of trees,
The animals, the birds,
The lakes, rivers and seas,
I'm grateful for all we've built,
Our bridges and our streets,
I am grateful for the love that
binds us and the wind that
sometimes knocks us off our
feet,
In these uncertain times, I feel
grateful for those who put

themselves in danger for us,
Our saviours, the world's war-
riors!
Today and everyday,
I promise to care for our plan-
et and all it has to offer,
I promise to value our home by
doing better
I choose to celebrate earth
day
Today and every single day.

Samarth R Shetty, class VI,
NPS Kengeri



Q1:
Which is the only sport  in
which no competitor can

cross the finish line?
a) Swimming

b) Football

c) Cricket

d) Basketball

Q2:
How many balls are used in
the game of snooker?

a) 25   b) 26   c) 22   d) 21

Q3:
In which country did T20
cricket originate? 

a) India   b) America         

c) England   d) France

Q4:
Who was the first boxer to

beat Muhammed Ali?

a) Mike Tyson

b) Tyson Fury 

c) Joe Frazier

d) Holyfield

Q5:
What was Tiger Woods’

largest margin of victory

in a PGA tournament?

a) 12 strokes

b) 15 strokes             

c) 20 strokes

d) 25 strokes

Q6:
How many grand slams

has Serena Williams won? 

a) 23   b) 26   c) 22   d) 21

Q7:
Which among the following
country won the Copa

America Football title 2021? 
a) Brazil

b) Uruguay

c) Argentina

d) Colombia

Q8:
Which team has won the
highest number of IPL

matches so far?         
a) Chennai Super Kings

b) Rajasthan Royals 

c) Mumbai Indians

d) Kolkata Knight Riders

Q9:
In which year was the first
edition of IPL played?         

a) 2009   b) 2007   c) 2006   d) 2008

Q10:
Which sport’s

professional tour is

“Symetra Tour”?         

a) Cricket

b) Polo

c) Golf

d) Tennis
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS:

1 a) Swimming

2. c) 22

3. c) England

4. c) Joe Frazier

5. b) 15 strokes

6. a) 23

7. c) Argentina

8. c) Mumbai Indians

9. d) 2008

10. c) Golf

Serena

Williams

R
eal Madrid have one foot in the door of the
UEFA Champions League semifinal after
Karim Benzema, with a stunning hat-trick,
bullied Chelsea 3-1 on Thursday. Benze-
ma opened the scoring in the 21st minute
as he got a great cross from Vinicius and
headed it into the back of the net to give
the visitors a 1-0 lead at Stamford Bridge.

SUPERB SERVICE
Three minutes later he did it again as this

time it was Luka Modric with a super service to
Benzema who again managed to head the ball
into the net to double Real Madrid’s lead. In the
30th minute it was Militao again off a Toni Kroos
corner but this time his header went right into
the hands of Mendy. Chelsea reduced Madrid’s
lead to one as Kai Havertz in the 40th minute was
able to head one in past Courtois.

Kai Havertz dragged Chelsea back into the
contest from nowhere before half-time, but the luck-

less Edouard Mendy gifted Benzema his hat-trick goal with
an undersold pass.

37 GOALS IN 36 MATCHES
A minute into the second-half Real Madrid regained its

two-goal lead as Benzema was able to intercept a weak pass
from Mendy the keeper who was out of his net

and managed to shoot the ball into the empty
cage.

The prolific striker moved his com-
petition goal return to 13 in just seven
matches. Benzema took his season’s tal-
ly to 37 goals in 36 matches for Real,
handing his side a major chance of
making the semifinals in their bid to
land a 14th Champions League title.

The final whistle blew after five
minutes of added time and Real Madrid

had pulled off an impressive
win on the road thanks to

another hat-trick from their
star striker Karim Benzema.

LACK OF PRECISION
After watching his side fall to a 3-1

defeat in the Champions League,
Chelsea coach Thomas Tuchel re-
flected on a below-par performance
from his side.

Tuchel pinpointed a lack of
precision in the pass and strength
in the tackle as reasons behind the
difficult first half, while chances spurned
after the break also proved costly.

The return leg is scheduled for next
Tuesday, April 12 in Madrid at the Estadio
Santiago Bernabeu where Real Madrid will
look to book their spot in the semifinals of
the UEFA Champions League. IANS

F
ormer World No. 5 Jo-
Wilfried Tsonga an-
nounced on Wednesday

that he will retire after this
year’s edition of the French
Open. It will be the 15th time
that the Frenchman will com-
pete at the clay-court Grand
Slam as a professional.

“It is with great emotion
that I announce today my de-
cision to stop my profession-
al career at the next French
Open. So many incredible mo-
ments, so much joy shared
with a public that gave me a
lot,” Tsonga wrote on social
media. “Hoping for one last
thrill with you!”

Tsonga, who played dou-
bles on the Parisian clay in
2002 and 2003 before making
his singles debut in 2005, is a
two-time singles semi-final-
ist at the tournament.

“I hope that I will stay in
shape before and be able to be
who I have always been at this
tournament,” Tsonga said.

The Frenchman is a two-

time ATP Masters 1000 cham-
pion (2008 Paris, 2014 Cana-
da), three-time ATP Finals
competitor (2008, 2011-12), and
he also reached a major final
at the 2008 Australian Open.

Tsonga has the second-
highest winning percentage
in tour-level matches on
record among Frenchmen
(66.5%), only trailing Yannick
Noah (69.6%). Tsonga is an
18-time tour-level titleist who
has won 467 matches. ANI

TSONGA TO RETIRE AFTER
FRENCH OPEN 2022
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Benzema’s stunning hat-trick paves way for victory

Kai Havertz of Chelsea reacts during the

UEFA Champions League Quarter Final

Leg One match between Chelsea FC and

Real Madrid

G
ujarat Titans’ lethal pace attack is
all set to ask some probing ques-
tions to the dynamic Punjab Kings
top-order when the two teams lock
horns in an IPL match on Friday.

In terms of composition and balance, both Gu-
jarat and Punjab are very different and that
makes for an enticing contest on a Brabourne
Stadium track where runs are always on offer.

Punjab in their three games have shown
that the approach this year would be to go ham-
mer and tongs during the Powerplay overs and
set the tempo for the rest of the innings.

ENGAGING FRIDAY

In IPL however, there are some intriguing
sub-plots that make it an engaging Friday. It
will be a battle between Punjab’s costliest buy
(apart from skipper Mayank Agarwal’s reten-
tion) Liam Livingstone and New Zealand’s
speed merchant Lockie Ferguson.

Having literally terrorised Delhi Capitals’
Mandeep Singh with his pace and steep bounce
in the earlier game, expect Ferguson to un-
leash his thunderbolts on Livingstone, who
had taken the CSK attack to cleaners in the

previous game with his 32-ball-60.
Ferguson and Mohammed Shami make for

the most potent new ball pair after the first two
weeks. With head coach Anil Kumble they
would like to devise a strategy to keep Punjab
Kings under check during the Powerplay overs.

AN ONEROUS JOB

Hardik Pandya again bowling full tilt and
touching 140 clicks also adds to the potency
of the Gujarat attack, but their batting still
looks a bit questionable save Shubman Gill
and skipper Pandya.

While senior openers Shikhar Dhawan and
skipper Agarwal are yet to make significant
contributions, it would be an onerous job
against the Titans attack.

It is the middle-order of Bhanuka Raja-
paksa, Livingstone and newcomer Jitesh Sha-
rma, that is expected to provide fireworks with
M Shahrukh Khan and Odean Smith at the
rear. However, where Gujarat might face prob-
lems is in the batting front. Shubhman Gill is
the only assured batter they have till now.

YET TO HIT THE RHYTHM

In the first match against Lucknow, they
didn’t have to chase much, and the second game
saw them defend 170 odds purely because of
their opening bowling depth.

Vijay Shankar as a top-order batter has
looked far from convincing and Matthew Wade
hasn’t yet hit the rhythm although he is capa-
ble of big hits.

In case of Punjab, they have two match-win-
ning bowlers in Kagiso Rabada and leg-spinner
Rahul Chahar but Arshdeep Singh, debutante
Vaibhav Arora and Livingstone himself did a
commendable job against Chennai. PTI

GUJARAT, PUNJAB TO LOCK HORNS

Benzema took his season’s tally

to 37 goals in 36 matches for

Real, handing his side a major

chance of making the semifinals

in their bid to land a 14th

Champions League title.

HOTTEST BATTLE TO BEGIN BETWEEN FERGUSON, LIVINGSTONE

Happiness is nothing but satisfaction -

satisfaction through work, thoughts and accomplishing our mission.

PT Usha, Indian athlete
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Karim Benzema of Real Madrid

celebrates with teammates after

scoring their team’s third goal and

their hat trick

Thomas
Tuchel
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7.30 PMAPRIL 8

Upcoming IPL Match

Brabourne Stadium, Mumbai

vs
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