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Assamese start-up
launches tea named
after Zelenskyy

Unfolding global developments
pose risks to Indian economy

I ndia's macro-economic fundamentals remain strong but
the unfolding global developments pose downside risks
in terms of spillover, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

said in its monthly bulletin recently. Even though India is
making steady progress on the domestic front, the spiralling
oil and gas prices, and unsettled financial market conditions
also pose fresh headwinds to the still incomplete global
recovery, it observed.

The RBI once again 
highlighted the risks 
emanating from virtual
currencies, and noted that
crypto technology is
underpinned by a
philosophy to evade 

govern-
ment controls, and threaten the

financial sovereignty of a country,
and make it susceptible to strategic
manipulation

Indian-origin Manjeet Mann's
children's book 'The Crossing'
shortlisted for UK's Yoto
Carnegie Medal

I ndian-origin 
author Manjeet
Mann has been

shortlisted for her chil-
dren's book, 'The
Crossing', a tale of a
little girl's friendship
with an Eritrean
refugee, for the UK's
prestigious Yoto
Carnegie Medal. Mann,
a UK-based author,
actress, playwright and
screenwriter, has been
previously-shortlisted
for her debut children's
novel 'Run, Rebel'. 'The
Crossing' is her second novel, and recently won the 2022
Costa Children's Book Award.

 The other seven
books on the 2022
shortlist include:
'October, October' by
Katya Balen; 'Guard
Your Heart' by Sue
Divin; 'When the Sky
Falls' by Phil Earle;
'Everyone Dies Famous
in a Small Town' by
Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock;
'Tsunami Girl' by Julian
Sedgwick; 'Cane
Warriors' by Alex
Wheatle; and 'Punching
the Air' by Ibi Zoboi
and Yusef Salaam

S even-year-old Parnika
Shrotriya is all set to
come out with a book on

fireflies, which talks about 
celebrating oneself and one's
identity, and also of inclusivity.
Titled ‘The Dark Firefly’, the book
will be published by Manjul
Publishing House in 
collaboration with
TheHappyMomsCafe. Filled with
colourful illustrations and fun
facts on fireflies, the book is
aimed at children aged 4-7 years.

The story talks about
the importance of cele-
brating oneself and find-
ing pride in one's own
identity. It will inspire
children to identify their
true potential and cele-
brate their uniqueness,

the publisher said

7-year-old girl pens book on inclusivity, identity

T
he year 2022, already off to a baking-
hot start, is likely to be among the top
10 hottest years, said a new data
released by the US agency— the

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). The agency in its monthly report said that
the global surface temperature in January and
February was the ssiixxtthh hhiigghheesstt oonn rreeccoorrdd, and this
development indicates that 2022 will rank among
the top 10 hottest years.

The study revealed that there was 28.6%
chance that 2022 would be in the top ffive
hottest yyears. In fact, some experts predict
that there is a 2.8% chance that 2022 wwould
be tthe hhottest yyear eever-rrecorded, according
to a report in The Independent.
The NOAA said that February was the 7th
hottest month globally in 143 years at 0.81

Celsius above the 20th-cen-
tury average of 12.1 Celsius.
The climate change has led
to warmer winters global-
ly, and this can lead to

several extreme
impacts, it added.

DATA CONFIRMS CODE RED FOR
EARTH: 2022 TO BE AMONG 10
HOTTEST YEARS ON RECORD

BOOK

 In its fourth year,
the Shadowers'
Choice Award —
voted for and award-
ed by the children
and young people,
who shadow the
Medals - will also be
announced at the
ceremony
 The awards, the
UK's longest running
children's book
awards, are 
sponsored by Yoto, a
screen-free audio
platform for 
children

A romica Tea, an Assam-based startup, has launched a CTC
tea named after the Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy to "honour his valour and courage" in the

face of Russian invasion. Ranjit Barua, the director of Aromica
Tea, said that the brand ‘Zelenskyy', a strong Assam CTC tea,
was launched recently. "The basic idea is to honour the valour
and courage of the president, who rejected the US offer to
escape the war-torn country. Zelenskyy said, he does not need
a free ride but ammunition. This shows his character," Barua
maintained.

According to the tea board data, Russia, the largest
importer of Indian tea, had sourced 34.09 million kg of
brew in 2021. Ukraine, on the other hand, imported 1.73
million kg tea from India during the same year. Tea
planters and exporters have recently expressed concern
over their possible impact on shipments to Russia, amid
the war. Exporters fear that payments, which are usually
in dollars, would get affected, with the US having
imposed sanctions on Russia

U
krainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has said that the siege
of Mariupol will go down in histo-
ry as war crimes by Russia's mili-

tary. "To do this to a peaceful city, what
the occupiers did, is a terror that will be
remembered for centuries to come,'' he
said. Earlier, the city council of Mariupol
said, Russian forces forcefully deported
several thousand people from the
besieged city last week, after Russia
had spoken of "refugees" arriving from
the strategic port.
 More than a fifth of the 44 million
people, who were living in Ukraine
before Russia invaded the country last
month, have been internally-displaced
or have fled to other countries, accord-
ing to the estimates from the United

Nations. For those who remain in the
country, millions face a daily struggle
for survival, as cities are hit hard by
fighting, run low on food, lack clean
water, have no access to medical care,
and operate in many places without heat
and electricity.

MEANWHILE, UKRAINE’S
NATIONAL ANTHEM
REVERBERATES AROUND
THE WORLD
Since Russia invaded Ukraine, the 
soaring melody of Ukraine’s national
anthem has been heard worldwide—
from anti-war protests in Moscow to the
stages of major concert halls, from NBA
arenas to TikTok posts. Known by its
opening line, “Ukraine’s glory has not
perished,” the anthem is being
heard daily in Ukraine too,
played by military bands
in the middle of bomb-
damaged cities, sung
tearfully by women
sweeping up debris in
their homes and, on
Saturdays, in a vital open-

air performance by an opera company in
the port city of Odesa, despite fears of
an imminent Russian bombing campaign.

On a Monday night recently, the
anthem shook the

Metropolitan Opera House
in New York, whose white
travertine exterior was
draped in an enormous
Ukrainian flag and bathed

in blue-and-yellow lights
for its ‘Concert for Ukraine.’

FROM GROUND ZERO

Paul
Kubicek, a political

scientist at the Oakland
University in Michigan, said

the anthem was penned in the
1860s when much of what is
today Ukraine was part of

the Russian empire

WILL INDIA GO FOR IT:
New Delhi has hinted that it may
take up the offer to buy crude oil
and other commodities at a dis-
count, in a sign that it wants to keep
its key trading partner on board,
despite western attempts to isolate
Moscow through sanctions. India,
which imports 80% of its oil needs,
usually buys only about 2-3%  from
Russia. But with oil prices up by
40%  so far this year, the govt is
looking at increasing this to reduce
its rising energy bill. Interestingly,
there is no govt-to-govt  arrange-
ment for oil trade between India
and Russia. The majority of the
crude oil purchase from Russia for
India has been done by the Indian
Oil Corporation (IOC) in the past. In
fact, according to sources, the IOC
has bought 3 mn barrels of crude
oil that Russia had offered at steep
discount. Apart from oil, India is also
looking for cheaper fertiliser from
Russia and Belarus, according to
one of the officials.

WHY INDIA IS TEMPTED
TO TAKE UP THE OFFER:
 India is heavily dependent on
imports to meet its oil requirements.
Nearly 85% of the country's average
daily crude oil requirement of around
5 million barrels is met through
imports.

 The rise in crude oil prices put
huge pressure on the Indian econo-
my. High crude oil prices pose infla-
tionary, fiscal, and external sector
risks. India's Budget calculations for
the financial year 2022-23 have been
made with an assumption of crude
oil price of $70 to $75 per barrel.

 Crude oil prices have surged due
to the Russia-Ukraine conflict. It
soared to nearly $140 a barrel earli-
er this month.

 Being a major importer, India has
to keep exploring competitive prices.
A heavy discount offered by Russia is
an opportunity. It is extremely
important from the perspective of
the Indian economy, say experts.

Amid economic
sanctions by the West
on Russia in the wake of
its invasion on Ukraine,
Moscow, undeterred by
these sanctions, has
offered oil and other
commodities at a heavy
discount...

What is at stake?

1 India's decision to increase
crude oil trade and economic
engagements with Russia would

have huge diplomatic and eco-
nomic ramifications

2 Besides, one major 
challenge 
in the India-

Russia oil trade is the
payment system.
According to sources,
the two countries have
been exploring the pos-
sibility of setting up a

rupee-rouble trade mechanism for pay-
ing for oil and other goods

3Apart from the payment mecha-
nism, there are several other
issues that need to be worked out,

including insurance and
freight. In the time of

military conflict, the
insurance cost
goes up substan-
tially. India's
import of oil
from Russia has
traditionally
been low due to

high freight

WILL IT AFFECT
INDO-US RELATIONS?

Although the US has acknowl-
edged that crude oil purchases
by India would not violate US

sanctions, it has warned that it
would put India on the wrong side
of history. The US has been put-

ting increasing pressure on
India to distance itself

from Russia

WHY IS RUSSIA SELLING
OIL AT DISCOUNTED PRICES
WHY THIS DISCOUNT:
The sanctions by the West, including the SWIFT ban—a secure platform for
financial institutions to exchange information about global monetary trans-
actions such as money transfers— has  been hurting the Russian oil compa-
nies, and a discount is perhaps a calculative way to hold onto the cus-
tomers and increase sales, amid crippling business and trade, say experts.
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LANGUAGE LAB
PICS: ISTOCK

C
omposition and comprehension are
two main aspects in language
learning. Comprehension refers to
an individual’s ability to under-
stand a text whereas composition

is the creation of something like a written
work. The main difference between com-

position and comprehension is that
composition involves creating

something whereas comprehen-
sion involves understanding
something that has been created
by someone else.
Comprehension:
Comprehension refers to a per-
son’s ability to understand. In
language learning, students’
competency is tested through
two types of comprehension

activities known as reading com-
prehension and listening compre-

hension. Reading comprehension
involves reading a text and under-

standing its meaning whereas listening
comprehension involves listening to a text

(dialogue, announcement, speech, etc.) and
understanding its meaning.

Composition: Composition refers to a cre-
ative work or the act of producing a creative
work. In the world of education, composition
mainly refers to written work. Various writ-
ten works such as letters, essays, short sto-
ries, poems, short narratives, etc. all belong
to the broad spectrum of compositions.
Although composition mainly refers to writ-
ten work, it can also sometimes refer to
other creations such as a piece of music or
even an impromptu speech.

Queries relating to language skills
Do you find grammar confusing? Do you get stuck with words when writing a
letter, an essay or a blog? Do you have a fear of public speaking? Or do you
simply want to improve your communication skills? Times NIE is here to
help you to master the intricacies of the English language. Just shoot us
your queries on toinie175@gmail.com

Against The Clock
Meaning: If you work against the clock, you
are trying very hard to finish something
before a deadline
Use: The detectives are working against
the clock to find the evidence they need.

Around the clock
Meaning: All day and all night
Use: The doctors worked around the clock

to look after
the child in pain.

Call it a day/night
Meaning: Decide that you have finished
doing something for now
Use: We’ve been working on this project
since morning. Let’s call it a day, and finish
it tomorrow.

It’s high time
Meaning: It’s the right time to do some-
thing, or past the appropriate time to do
something.
Use: It’s high time he met with me to
resolve this issue.

Third time’s a charm
Meaning: The third time you do something
it will finally work.
Use: I had to ask her out three times
before she said yes. Well you know… Third
time’s a charm.

At the eleventh hour
Meaning: Almost too late or at the last pos-
sible moment.
Use: We barely made the deadline, there
was so much to do in this project we
turned it in at the eleventh hour.

Someone’s days are
numbered
Meaning: they will not exist for much
longer
Use: After it got knocked over by that
truck, my bike’s days are numbered.

Never in a month of
Sundays
Meaning: very, very unlikely to happen
Use: Shelley will never in a month of
Sundays agree to go out with Richard!

Since time immemorial
Meaning: for a very, very long time; since
before anyone can remember
Use: Our school has had the same, ugly
uniform since time immemorial.

On someone’s watch
Meaning: during the time that someone is
in charge, while someone is on duty.
Use: Mark has got a bruise on his leg again.
Why do kids always get hurt on your
watch?

VERANDAH
Since there were no verandahs in England
because of its cold weather, the word never
existed in English before the British interac-
tion with India, where almost every house
had one, usually for the family to enjoy the
breeze on hot days. Interestingly, the word
veranda itself came to Hindi via
the Portuguese.

DINGHY
The English word dinghy
was derived from the Hindi
word dingi or dingiya that
was used for small row-
ing boats that trav-
elled through the shel-
tered waters of Indian
rivers and along the
Indian coasts to fish
and to transport pas-
sengers and freight in
the olden days.  

JUGGERNAUT
This word has its roots
in the fascinating
Jagannath yatra – a
religious procession in
Puri in Orissa where a

giant carriage carries the image of Lord
Jagannath, and which devotees are said
to have sometimes thrown themselves
under. The British also use it to refer to
very large trucks.

THUG
A descendent of the Hindi

word thag, meaning a
thief or a swindler, it
entered the English lan-

guage early in the
19th century. The
thags were organ-
ized bands of noto-
rious robbers who
would travel across
India, befriending
travellers before

looting and killing
them.

SHAMPOO
Becoming a part of the English language
in the 18th century, the word shampoo is
derived from the Hindi word champo,
meaning to squeeze, knead or massage.
In Britain, the term and concept was
introduced by a Bengali trader, who,
along with his wife, opened a shampooing
bath in Brighton in 1814.

CATAMARAN
An early-17th century word that means a
yacht or a boat with twin hulls in parallel.
It is derived from the Tamil kattumaram,
or literally tied wood.

BANDANA
A large, colourful handkerchief, usually tied
around the head. It is said to have come
into usage around the mid-18th century,
from the Hindi bandhna, meaning to tie.

DEKKO
A quick look or glance. Originally used by
the British army in India in the late 19th
century, this one is a bit easy to fathom. It
draws its meaning from the Hindi dekho or
look, the imperative of dekhna.

CHEETAH FROM CHITA
(HINDI) FROM CHITRAKA
(SANKSKRIT)
The Hindi word chita, meaning leopard,
finds its origin in the Sanskrit word
chitraka, meaning hunting leopard or
tiger, which literally translates to
speckled or distinctively marked. And
that’s where the long-legged, big cat from
Africa gets its name, from its distinct
black spots.

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

D
id you know that there was-
n’t an English word for the
colour “orange” until 200
years after the citrus fruit of
the same name arrived in

Europe. Before then, the colour was
called “yellow-red.” Similarly ancient
languages, including Greek, Chinese,
Hebrew, and Japanese, didn’t have a
word for blue. It’s either “siniy” (dark
blue) or “goluboy” (light blue). These
are examples of the ways in which
colour categories are shaped by culture.

Different languages and cultural groups
also carve up the colour spectrum dif-
ferently. Some languages like Dani, spo-
ken in Papua New Guinea, and Bassa,
spoken in Liberia and Sierra Leone, only
have two terms, dark and light. 

HOW DOES COLOUR
ENTER LANGUAGE?
A groundbreaking study done by Brent
Berlin and Paul Kay in 1969 showed that
colours enter language in a fixed order.

If a language
has only two
basic colour cat-
egories, they are
dark and light.
Next comes red,
then green and yel-
low, then blue. So, if a
language has just five
color categories, they will
always be black, white, red,
yellow, and green. Finally, blue
and then brown enter the color

lexicon.
Most languages have between two

and eleven basic colour categories. And
yet, some – including Bellonese, Mursi,
Pirahã, Warlpiri, Kalam, and Yele – have
none. Rather than using colour as a
principal category for dividing up the
world, they focus on other characteris-

tics, such as pattern,
ripeness, brightness,

translucence,
humidity, shape,
or location.
Where an
English speaker
might say, “I

hate brown
bananas,” they

might say, “I hate
ripe bananas,” or, “I hate

soft bananas.” Colour is not the pre-
ferred method of interpreting the physi-
cal world for them.

SEE THE SPECTRUM
The human eye can perceive millions of
different colours, but the number of
categories human languages use to
group those colours is much smaller.
Some languages use as few as three
colour categories (words corresponding
to black, white, and red), while the lan-
guages of industrialized cultures use up
to 10 or 12 categories. In a new study,
MIT cognitive scientists have found that
languages tend to divide the “warm”
part of the color spectrum into more
color words, such as orange, yellow,
and red, compared to the “cooler”
regions, which include blue and green.
This pattern, which they found across
more than 100 languages, may reflect
the fact that most objects that stand
out in a scene are warm-colored, while
cooler colors such as green and blue
tend to be found in backgrounds, the
researchers say.

ANALYSE THIS

LET’S REPHRASE

LANGUAGE
OF COLOUR

Is the sky really blue? It depends on what language 
you speak. Let’s see how our language influences our

colour perception…

Languages
that don’t have a
separate word for

blue often group green
and blue together in
one category, which
linguists call grue.

WORD GETS AROUND

10 COMMON ENGLISH
WORDS THAT WERE 

BORROWED FROM HINDI

BEST IDIOMS
ABOUT TIME
Time is a big part of life, and there are a lot of
English phrases and expressions that are related
to it. Here are some of the most popular ones

A type of working clothes consisting of trousers with 
a bib held up by straps over the shoulders, made of calico,
denim or similar coarse material. Its usage dates back to
the late 17th century. The Oxford English Dictionary
attributes its derivation to the Hindi dungri, although it is
unclear what it means.

DUNGAREES

COMPREHENSION
VS COMPOSITION


