
I
n 2019, I, Nayona Nag, a 11-year-old
girl wrote in my ‘Tiger Diaries’ about
how Collarwali, the queen of Pench
Tiger Reserve had achieved the mile-

stone of giving birth to more than 25 tiger
cubs on February 5.

The 13-year-old tigress was vulnera-
ble and strong enough to take care of 29
cubs born in different litters for the past
10 years. Now, in 2022, January 14, as I
turn into an enthusiastic vivacious 14-
year-old, the tigress
Collarwali took her
last living breaths
down on the yellow
grass as she passed
away at 6.15 pm under
the observation of
veterinary doctors.
Her moments on this
earth at the very first
shocked most of us as
she had made a
record of giving birth
simultaneously to her
cubs, but as years progressed, we realised
that this fact itself had now given tigers
a chance to grow into a bigger population
for India and their habitat.

The cubs to this day still roam free
in the reserve, wandering and exploring
the beauty and joy of their freedom, even
while stumbling across visitors in jeeps
on the yellow track of the reserve. Per-
haps, though contrary to their solitary

nature, they may, someday, remember
their dear mother and how she lived an
exemplary life to bring life into the world.
But there is something that I do ac-
knowledge the most and that occurred to
me the moment I received the news about
Collarwali’s death.

Collarwali wasn’t poached, hunted,
harmed, or slaughtered. She didn’t meet
the fate of most tigers that had been pre-
viously endangered by man. The Pench

Reserve is considerate
enough to let the tiger
live her life and die of
old age like how a nat-
ural soul would trav-
el into the next life. I
am happy that Collar-
wali died in honour,
respect, and dignity. I
would like to shoutout
to the reserve for tak-
ing good measure-
ments in ensuring the
tiger’s safety in the ar-

eas. This is a win for the Tiger Conserva-
tion Project in India. Just like Machli, the
queen of Ranthambore and the story about
her and her cubs, Collarwali too deserved
to sit on the throne of Pench with pride
that her cubs will roam free in the wild.
Born free and living free.

NAYONA NAG, class IX-D, Bluebells School

International, Kailash, New Delhi

T
he National Ed-
ucation Policy
2020, framed by
the government
of India has pri-

marily focused on school
and higher education be-
yond the school. The poli-
cy was mainly introduced
with the purpose to devel-
op our children into good
human beings capable of
rational thinking and ac-
tions and possessing skills
like empathy, courage, com-
passion, and resilience with
scientific temperament,
creative imagination, and
innovative thoughts deeply
entrenched in the morals
and values of our country.
This will help us to produce
engaged, productive, and
contributing citizens for

building a strong nation
that will not only be equi-
table and inclusive but also
create a multicultural di-
verse society as mentioned
in our constitution.

A school is just a begin-
ning for every child who is
the future citizen of the
world at large. Keeping this
in mind the NEP 2020

1:Recognises, identifies,
and fosters the unique

capabilities of each student
by sensitising both teachers
and parents to promote the
holistic development of each
student.

2:It priorities achieving
foundational literacy

and numeracy for each stu-
dent by grade three and also
highlights the importance
of inclusive education, eq-

uity, and equality.

3:It provides flexibility so
that a learner can

choose his/her path in life
as per his/her talent and in-
terest.

4:There are no separa-
tions between streams,

subjects, extracurricular or

co-curricular activities.
School education is now an
integration of all subjects
along with different art
forms and sports. This cre-
ates interest in every child
in a classroom towards
learning more thus enhanc-
ing the learning outcome.

5:It focuses on multilin-
gualism and respect

for diversity, extensive use
of technology, emphasis on

life skills, critical thinking,
creativity, and conceptual
understanding.

6:Last but not the least,
teachers and the entire

teaching fraternity has also
been taken care of by the
spotlight on their continu-
ous professional develop-
ment, positive working en-
vironment, and good serv-
ice conditions.

As a teacher and the
head of an educational in-
stitution, I look forward to
the National Education Pol-
icy 2020 as a substantial in-
vestment in a strong, vi-
brant public education sys-
tem that will not only help
in imparting quality educa-
tion en masse which is con-
sidered a basic right of
every child but also impart
rich, diverse, ancient and
modern culture to the future
generation hence keeping
them rooted to the rich her-
itage of India and help them
to stand out globally too.

Collarwali, the queen of Pench
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DPSG Meerut Road, Ghazi-
abad organised the ‘Alum-
ni Connect 2022’,a three-day

event that gave an opportunity to
the students, to unwind their spir-
its and energies.

DPSG has instituted Martyr
Major Mohit Sharma AC SM
Memorial Inter School Football

Tournament as a trib-
ute. Martyr Major
Mohit Sharma an
alumnus of 1995 was
martyred in action on
March 21, 2009.

RP Sharma, father of Martyr
Major Mohit Sharma inaugurat-
ed the event. Ten schools of NCR
participated in this prestigious
tournament. The final match of
the tournament was played be-

tween DPSG MR
and Ramagya
School Noida. Ra-
magya School Noi-
da won the match
by 3-1.Ashwin Ker-

ketta of Ramagya School Noida
was declared the player of the
tournament.

Principal Sangeeta Mukher-
jee Roy congratulated the winners
and the participating teams.

Under the aegis of
DAVCMC, the project
‘Surya Namaskar’ an

activity of Amrit Mahotsav
was successfully conducted
in Veda Vyasa DAV Public
School, Vikaspuri under the
guidance of principal Shali-
ni Arora and the superviso-
ry heads.

The students performed
Surya Namaskar every day during
the assembly time; commencing from
February 3 - 8.

The energetic efforts of the teach-

ers for this activity helped inculcate
the values and virtues of Surya Na-
maskar in students, justifying the
motive of the activity.

S
tudents of Ryan In-
ternational School,
Sohna Road partici-
pated in ‘Vigyan Ek

Ullahas’, science awareness
week being organised by the
Department of Science and
Technology government of
India at Amity University,
Manesar on February 24.
The programme aims at
sensitising the students about
state of art equipment, lab
demonstrations and hands on
training. The program was

started by the chairman
of university Dr PB Shar-
ma and head of Science
Department Dr AK Yadav.

The theme of the program
to inspire future young sci-
entists means the science stu-
dents of class XII. The session
included many hands on ac-
tivity students visited many
laboratories in campus –
Biotechnology, Optics, Ro-

botics, Aeronautics, Bio-
chemistry, Biology, Ad-
vanced instrumentation

laboratory. Students in-
teracted with various pro-
fessors asked their career-
based queries for higher
studies. Students partici-
pated in many competi-
tions and shared Innova-
tive Ideas related to prin-
ciples of science. Avish-
ka Jindal and Anjali
Khandelwal of class XII
won appreciation certifi-

cates for their innovative
ideas and gifts.

Students thanked school
principal Peeya Sharma for
providing this wonderful
learning experience which
was enriching and of great
learning.

‘Vigyan ek ullahas’

Surya Namaskar for healthy lifeNEP: Also focuses on education
beyond school

There are two lines,
Vertical and horizontal,
Don’t use plastic,
It contains various 
chemicals.
Narendra Modi is the
king of India,
Mango is the king of
fruit, for damaging the
environment, Plastic is
the main root.

Maths includes various
terms,
Vertex, corners as well as
edges,
Plastic also have some,
Advantages and 
disadvantages.

There are two main ways
to light fire,
Lighter or matchstick,
It is not possible to avoid
plastic,
But, it is possible to avoid
single use plastic.

Plastic is actually a kind
of poison,
It is making our environ-
ment drastic,
So, we all need to take a
pledge that,
We will try our best to
avoid single use plastic.

Jiya garg,
class X-A,
DAV
School
Sreshtha
Vihar

Have you ever wondered why an Indian
born kid, sent abroad in his blooming
years, no more looks or feels like

an Indian. It’s because the essence of his
identity is modified. You may see

less or no traces of his
birth country’s culture in
him. It is the same with heritage buildings.

Renovating and beautifying heritage sites to suit the
modern times may make them more appealing and fas-
cinating but it steals their true essence. Yes, mainte-
nance is necessary but adding changes defeats the pur-

pose of preservation. A recent example
can be the Jallianwala Bagh makeover. If
we keep modifying the relics of history
our future generations will only know of
the modified past, not the truth. 
JANNAT CHUGH, class XII, DAV Model

School, Sector 15, Chandigarh

In my opinion, everything needs a revival or change after
some point of time. Be it a modern building or a heritage
site, giving a facelift is necessary as it enhances the look

of the building. Furthermore, every building which was
made in the past needs maintenance which can be eas-
ily done with the help of advanced

tools. Moreover, if the heritage
buildings are not kept in good condition
then they may give a shabby appearance which may be off put-
ting to tourists. Nevertheless, it does not erase its historical
significance because history remains forever. The emotions with
which it was made cannot be replaced nor can the events that
took place there be forgotten. A case in point is
Taj Mahal, which was made by Shah Jahan in the
memory of his wife. So even if this building is
revived and renovated it still stands as a testi-
mony of the Mughal emperor’s love.

DHWANI GULATI, class VII, 

Sacred Heart Sr Sec School, Chandigarh

FOR AGAINST

Iam a hodophile and a die-heart selenophile
- that means a travel lover and a moon lover
respectively. I was even born out of India,
so you can’t really blame me for this ob-

session. I love reminiscing about the time I trav-
elled to Paris, Venice, Thailand and Finland for
the World Circular Economy Forum (WCEF)
conference in 2019.

Finland, the land of lakes, beauty and most
of all trees, left me awestruck; it was so beau-
tiful. I visited it during May and it sure was
cold and breezy but it was their summer,
quite chilling right? We, for the beginning
of the conference, were given a hostel to
stay at. To be really honest, it didn’t feel
like one at all, it felt more like a personal
villa, with a huge garden. We visited the

summer fest and danced to the songs like
there was no tomorrow.
Before landing in Finland
I had a stopover at Moscow,

Russia. It was there that I tasted
a new variety of chocolate that I
quite didn’t like and interacted

with a lot of people about India. I was
surprised to know how people of

other nations like our culture. Back in Fin-
land, our group was involved in various
trekking activities - it was so surreal- the
scenery, the night breeze, and all the dif-
ferent hues of blue and green. The pro-
gramme concluded in Joen-

suu, the second biggest city
in Eastern Finland, which is

also known as the student city
because of its student population.

The city is also known for its pictur-
esque hiking trails and skiing tracks.

PAAVANI GOEL, class X, St George's College,

Barlowganj, Mussoorie

STUNNING BEAUTY OF FINLAND

GIVING A FACELIFT TO HERITAGE BUILDINGS
ERASES THE MARKS OF PAST HISTORY

N
ational Talent
Search Exam (NTSE)
is a National-level

exam conducted by
NCERT every year to iden-
tify talented students and
award them scholarships
to pursue their further
studies. This is one of the
most coveted examinations all over India.

With great pride, DDoooonn PPuubblliicc SScchhooooll,,
PPaasscchhiimm VViihhaarr announces that our talented
Doonite, Ashutosh Rajora has bagged the pres-
tigious NTSE scholarship by clearing the second
round of NTSE. 

PRODIGIOUS DOONITE

BEAT THE
PLASTIC

We talk about Indo-Pakistan
division
Their collision we commented
on the terror
we always heard about Indian
army’s endeavour
we talked always about their
disbanding,
but have we talked about 
their bonding?

Of course, not
no study has that slot
Not included
anguish of division 
made it excluded   

Everyone knew only hate
Neither unity nor suffered fate
Let me list the unifying bond
I think they are strong.

Heard of earthquake?
it makes every country shake
for everyone it’s a stake
if earthquake makes 
Pak shake
Indian borders also get shake
No difference in any 
divided land,
air, water, sun and each body
do exhaust every gland.

Not a mere end it is

just science and geography 
I listed
only a drop in the ocean
I started it with only a notion.

Not only have we suffered the
terrorist attack,
But also, their future 
turns black.

Nightingale Lata Mangeshkar
when died
Pakistan’s condolence 
did provide
Prayers were for her
No matter from where 
they were
No matter what was 
her religion,
She is loved in every region.

Another name lighted up in
my mind
Abdul Qadeer Khan is one 
who shines
being the ‘Father of nuclear
power in Pakistan’,
was born in Bhopal,
Hindustan.

A musician’s portrait
glowed up in my heart
I feel goosebumps when 
he starts

Being master in his field
He was one and only 
god’s yield;

Though being a Pakistani
composer
Brought both countries closer 

With the performance he
brought disaster,
Ustad Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan
is the music master.

When Ukraine crisis 
turned worst
students made cry burst
into the picture 
‘Operation Ganga’ came
not only saved tricolour 
Hindustanis,
it even protected Pakistanis,
Ganga saved both India and
Pakistan future    

Only because of few, relations
aren’t good
but if happened we will be for
brotherhood.
As said before this end 
is not meagre,

only starting I
have shortly trig-
gered.

HEMANT SHARMA,
Vidya Bharati

School, Ghaziabad

Indo-Pakistan bond

DPSG hosts Interschool
Football Tournament

DR SHARBARI BANERJEE,
Principal, Aster Public

School, Noida Extension
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Never give up; just absolutely never give up.

Shane Warne, Australian cricketer
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Q1:
Which of the following
sports was invented by

James Naismith?        
a. Football

b. Basketball

c. Ice Hockey

d. Badminton

Q2:
What was the position of
India Men’s National

Hockey team at the Rio Olympics?
a. 3   b. 9   c. 8   d. 15

Q3:
When was the Olympic
Council of Asia formed?

a. 1990

b. 1982

c. 1989

d. 1999

Q4:
Who is the President of
World Boxing Council? 

a. Ray Mancini

b. Luis Spota

c. Edwin Rosario

d. Mauricio Sulaiman

Q5:
Which team had won the
first ICC Cricket World Cup

in 1975?
a. West Indies

b. Australia

c. England

d. New Zealand

Q6:
Pant became the fastest
Indian to score a half-

century in a Test match. How many
balls did he take?       
a. 30   b. 44   c. 28   d. 13

Q7:
When and where was the
infamous “Blood in the

Water” match held? 
a. 1952 Summer Olympics, Helsinki

b. 1956 Summer Olympics, Melbourne

c. 1960 Summer Olympics, Rome

d. 1964 Summer Olympics, Tokyo

Q8:
Which sport’s annual
international tournament

has the “Hlinka Gretzky Cup”? 
a. Field Hockey

b. Rugby

c. Ice Hockey

d. Polo

Q9:
In which style does a boxer
seek to maintain distance

with his opponent, fighting with, long
range jabs and punches, gradually
wearing his opponent down?

a. Boxer/out-fighter

b. Boxer-puncher

c. Counter puncher

d. Brawler/slugger

Q10:
Which sport’s competition
is known as the “Sunshine

Tour”?
a. Baseball

b. Tennis

c. Polo

d. Golf
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS: Q1) b Basketball 

Q2) b 8   Q3) b 1982

Q4) d Mauricio Sulaiman   Q5) a West Indies 

Q6) c 28

Q7) b 1956 Summer Olympics, Melbourne 

Q8) c Ice Hockey   Q9) a Boxer/out-fighter 

Q10) d Golf

Risabh Pant

S
haheen Gill and Nivedi-
ta Karki, and three oth-
er boxers, put up bril-

liant performances to win
gold medals at the 2022 ASBC
Asian Youth and Junior Box-
ing Championships in Am-
man, Jordan on Monday.

Tamanna (50kg), Ravina
(63kg) and Muskan (75kg) reg-
istered victories in the finals
and bagged gold medals.

Nivedita provided India
an ideal start with a sensa-
tional 3-2 win over Uzbek-
istan’s Saidakhon Rakhmono-
va in the 48-kg final. Taman-
na beat Uzbek boxer Ro-
biyankhon Bakhtiyorova in
the 50kg thriller. Both Nivedi-
ta and Tamanna clinched
their second successive meda-
ls after silvers last edition.

Shaheen and Ravina
added two more golds.

Muskan also produced an
aggressive show against
Kazakhstan’s Aidasaribaro-
va, who found it difficult to
match the Indian’s game and
conceded heavy blows on her

face before the referee
stopped the contest after ini-
tial few minutes in the first
round and declared Muskan
the winner.

Meanwhile, Priyanka and
Kirti bagged silver medals.
Renu (52kg), Tanisha Lamba
(54kg), Prachi (57kg), Pranjal
Yadav (70kg) and Sneha (81kg)
secured bronze medals. India
signed off with a medal in
each of the 12 categories in
the youth section. ANI

INDIAN EVES BAG FIVE GOLDS
AT ASIAN YOUTH MEET

K
arim Benzema stayed hot
as Real Madrid kept mo-
mentum with a 3-0 vic-
tory at Mallorca to ex-
tend its Spanish league
lead on Monday, after its
earlier epic win over
Paris Saint-Germain in

the Champions League. Benzema scored twice
and set up Vinicius Junior’s goal to help give
Madrid a 10-point lead over second-placed
Sevilla ahead of the clasico against Barcelona
on Sunday at Santiago Bernabeu Stadium.

Benzema’s double came five days after
he scored a hat trick in less than 20 minutes
to lead Madrid to the Champions League
quarterfinals with a stunning comeback
win over PSG. Benzema has eight goals in
his last five matches in all competitions and
comfortably leads the Spanish league’s scor-
ing list with 22.

INJURY WOES 
The match ended with concern over

Benzema’s fitness, though, as the French
striker had to leave a few minutes from
the end with what appeared to be a left
leg injury. Madrid, which had already
made all five substitutions, also lost for-
ward Rodrygo and left back Ferland
Mendy with injuries ahead of the
match against Barcelona. Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti said it was
too early to know the seriousness
of their injuries. Madrid has a
15-point advantage over third-
placed Barcelona, which has a
game in hand.

“It was important to win this
match after our rivals lost points
at the weekend,’’ Madrid
midfielder Federico
Valverde said. It was
the fourth straight
league victory for
Madrid, whose unbeaten run
in the competition reached
eight matches.

It was a rare
Monday appear-
ance for Madrid,
which opened
the scoring

through Vinicius from close range in the 55th
minute after a pass by Benzema. The French-
man added to the lead by converting a penal-
ty kick after a foul on Vinicius in the 77th,
and sealed the victory with a header in the
82nd off a cross by Marcelo.

BETTER CHANCES
UNUSED

Mallorca had the better of the chances
in the opening period, the first of them falling
to Vedat Muriqi, who shot wide at the back
post after a superb cross from Brian Olivan.
Vinicius Junior was Madrid’s biggest threat
and he was unfortunate to pick up a yellow
card for his reaction to a high challenge from
Mallorca’s Pablo Maffeo, who was lucky not
to be sent off. The altercation riled the home
crowd too and Mallorca benefitted, their best

chance coming soon after.
Dani Rodriguez clipped a de-

lightful ball over the top for An-
gel Rodriguez to run onto and
the ball fell loose for Maffeo to
carry just in front of the penal-
ty spot. Maffeo had only Thibaut
Courtois to beat but his scuffed
finish hit the post. Madrid’s mo-
mentum at the end of the first

half continued and in the
55th minute, they took the
lead. Fede Valverde robb-
ed Idrissu Baba and while
Mallorca’s fans wanted a
foul, Benzema played on,
rolling left to Vinicius,
who had a simple finish.

Vinicius was key to
the second as well, swiv-
elling out of trouble in
midfield and playing Ben-

zema through on the left.
By the time Benzema passed
across the box, Vinicus had
caught up, pushed over by Oli-

van just as he went to finish.
Mallorca has lost five in a
row and a total of 10 match-

es, its worst league streak
since 2012. It sits in 16th

place, two points above
the relegation zone.

CLEAR ADVANTAGE
Madrid’s considerable advantage over

Sevilla at the top of La Liga means the Cla-
sico this weekend will not carry the signif-
icance of previous meetings, even if Bar-
ca’s recent surge has had some wondering
if a comeback is still possible. Yet there will
be no doubt Barcelona would love to rub-
berstamp their progress under Xavi with a
victory at the home of their fiercest rivals
while a win for Madrid would serve as fur-
ther confirmation of their dominance this
season. “We have the advantage and it’s good
at this point,” said Ancelotti.

“We have to think about winning on Sun-
day, that’s all.” AGENCIES

Karim Benzema 

Shaheen Gill P
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Keeps momentum in 3-0 win to extend
Real Madrid’s lead in Spanish League

R
achael Haynes scored an unbeat-
en 83 as Australia took another
step in its inexorable progress to
a seventh Women’s Cricket World
Cup title, beating the West Indies

by seven wickets Tuesday to remain unbeat-
en after four group matches.

Backing up only two days after it beat host
New Zealand by 141 runs, Australia rested
leading bowlers Darcie Brown and Amanda-
Jade Wellington and still bowled out the West

Indies for 131. Haynes’ innings and her late,
unbroken partnership of 74 with Beth Mooney
(28) allowed Australia to reach its target with
almost 20 full overs remaining.

Advantageous start
The day began well for Australia in ad-

vantageous bowling conditions. Light rain
delayed the start of play by 30 minutes with-
out costing any overs and play began in heavy
overcast and windy conditions.

There was an ominous sign for the West
Indies batters from the very first ball when
Megan Schutt bowled a hooping inswinger to
Deandra Dottin, helped by the wind. Schutt
continued to swing the ball into the right-han-
ders while Elysse Perry had the ability to take
it away on both sides of the wicket.

Perry removed the West Indies first three
batters _ Dottin (16), Hayley Matthews (0) and
Kycia Knight (0) _ in an opening spell of eight
consecutive overs and finished with 3-22.

Ashleigh Gardner helped dismantle the
middle order, dismissing Shemaine Camp-
belle (20), Chedean Nation (0) and West Indies
captain Stafanie Taylor, whose 50 from 91 de-
liveries led her team’s recovery from the loss

of Matthews and Knight to consecutive balls
in the second over of the innings.

Australia’s fielding remains a cut above
and its catching also is on another plane. Aus-
tralia’s huge depth allows it to rotate players
at will, without losing strength.

Early blow for WI
The early loss of Matthews and Knight

was a blow to the West Indies from which they
couldn’t recover. The continued pressure ap-
plied later by the Australian spinners also
made scoring difficult but Taylor ground out
her half century with little support.

The West Indies, in turn, had Australia
under some pressure when they dismissed
Alyssa Healy and Lanning within the first
four overs. But Haynes was immovable, post-
ing her 17th half-century in one-day interna-
tionals and her fourth at a World Cup.

After a century against England in Aus-
tralia’s opening match and scores of 34 against
Pakistan and 30 against New Zealand she is
averaging 92 in the tournament so far.

The West Indies began with wins over
New Zealand and defending champion Eng-
land but lost to India and Australia. AGENCIES

The beauty of our squad is we’ve

got such great depth. Anyone who

does come in makes an impact on the

game. They’re not just part of the team,

they’re able to change the game. I

thought early wickets up front today

made a difference in the game, put us in

front and put them under pressure. 

Australian captain MEG LANNING
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Meg
Lanning

■ Manchester City, which held a 13-
point lead in the English Premier
League two months ago, stumbled
against Crystal Palace again, draw-
ing 0-0 at an atmospheric Selhurst
Park to give second-placed
Liverpool further hope of reeling in
Pep Guardiola’s team and reclaiming
the biggest prize in English soccer.

■ City extended its advantage to
four points but Liverpool plays twice
-- the first against Arsenal on
Wednesday -- before City is next in
action in the league, on April 2.
Liverpool also has a superior goal
difference. The top two also meet at
City’s Etihad Stadium on April 10.
Palace was the last team to stop
City scoring in the league - in a 2-0
win at the Etihad on Oct. 30 - and
did so again, even if Patrick Vieira’s
team rode its luck.

CITY STUMBLE

Vinicius Junior Photo: AFP

RUTHLESS AUS CRUSH WEST INDIES
Favourties stay atop Women’s World Cup with a seven-wicket win
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