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RUSSIA’S WAR ON UKRAINE: TOP DEVELOPMENTS

T
he Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is all
set to organise a special
programme for school

children called ‘YUva VIgyani
KAryakram’ (YUVIKA) or ‘Young
Scientist Programme’ to impart
basic knowledge on space 
technology, space science and space
applications to young 
students, especially for those from
rural areas. The programme is
aimed at creating awareness about
the emerging trends in science and
technology among the youngsters,
who are the “future building blocks
of our nation”, according to ISRO.

“The programme aims to select 150
students across the country, who
are studying in class IX as on
March 1, 2022 in a school located
within the territory of India,” the
ISRO said in the announcement. It
said, it has chalked out the pro-
gramme to “catch them young”.
The programme is also expected
to encourage more students to
pursue science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics (STEM)
based careers and research work,
it added

The YUVIKA-2022 residential
programme will run for two
weeks from May 16 to May 28.
The schedule will include talks,
experience-sharing by eminent
scientists, experimental demon-
stration, facility and lab visits,
exclusive sessions for discus-
sions with experts, practical 
and feedback sessions
The selection of participants
will be on the basis of a few
parameters, including marks
obtained in class VIII examina-
tion, and participation in science
fairs (school/district/state and
above level) organised by the
school/district/ state/central
government authority in the last
three years
The programme is planned to
be held at five ISRO centres —
the Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre (VSSC),
Thiruvananthapuram; U R Rao
Satellite Centre (URSC),
Bengaluru; Space Application
Centre (SAC), Ahmedabad;
National Remote Sensing Centre
(NRSC), Hyd, and North-East
Space Application Centre 
(NE-SAC), Shillong

ISRO to pick 150 students for
‘Young Scientist Programme’ 1RUSSIA STRIKES MILITARY BASE OUT-

SIDE UKRAINE’S LVIV: Russian troops
launched
multiple air

strikes on a military
training ground out-
side Ukraine’s west-
ern city of Lviv, near
the border with
Poland, a local offi-
cial said on Sunday.
The military base is located some 40 kilometres
northwest of Lviv. Many Ukrainians have fled to Lviv
since the launch of Russia’s invasion. A short drive
from EU member, Poland, the city is also a transit
hub for those leaving Ukraine.

2UKRAINE BORDER
TOWN SEES
REFUGEE INFLUX:
Russia’s invasion of

Ukraine has led to an influx of
refugees into the border town
of Berehove in the
Transcarpathia region, and an
exodus of its ethnic-Hungarian
population fleeing conscrip-
tion. Around half of Berehove’s
population of 22,000 is ethnic-
Hungarian — the bilingual
street signs, architecture and
historical plaques testifying to
its Magyar heritage. But

despite its location beside the
Hungarian border and far from
the fighting, the war has
upended life in the town.
Its hotels, private boarding
houses, and even schools now
host refugees, over two million
Ukrainians internally displaced
by the war so far.

3PM MODI CHAIRS HIGH-LEVEL
MEETING TO REVIEW INDIA’S
SECURITY PREPAREDNESS: PM
Narendra Modi chaired a high-level

meeting to review India’s security prepared-
ness, and the prevailing global scenario in
the context of the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine. India has brought back around
20,000 Indians under ‘Operation Ganga’.

X-PLAINED WHAT REVOKING RUSSIA’S 
‘most favoured nation’ status means
T

he United States,
the European
Union, Britain,
Canada and Japan

are likely to revoke Russia’s
‘most favoured nation’ (MFN)
status over its invasion of
Ukraine. The MFN move
comes on top of unprece-
dented sanctions, export con-
trols, and banking restric-
tions aimed at pressurising
Russian President Vladimir
Putin to end the largest con-
flict in Europe since World
War II.

What is ‘most
favoured nation’
status?
According to the World Trade
Organisation rules, the mem-
ber countries cannot nor-
mally discriminate between
their trading partners. For ex-
ample, if one country is grant-
ed a trade concession such as
lower import duties, then all
WTO members must be ex-
tended the same concessions.
This principle of non-dis-
crimination is known as most
favoured nation (MFN) treat-
ment. However, there are

some exceptions, such as
when members strike bilat-
eral trade agreements or
when members offer devel-
oping countries special access
to their markets.

How a country loses
MFN status
There is no formal procedure
for suspending MFN treat-
ment, and it is not clear
whether members are
obliged to inform the WTO
if they do so. India sus-
pended Pakistan’s MFN sta-
tus in 2019  after a suicide 
attack by a Pak-based Is-
lamist group killed 40 police.
Pakistan never applied MFN
status to India.

WILL LOSING MFN STATUS IMPACT RUSSIA? Revoking Russia’s MFN status sends a strong
signal that the United States and its Western allies do not consider Russia an economic partner in
any way, but it does not in itself change conditions for trade. It will formally allow the western
allies to increase import tariffs or impose quotas on Russian goods, or even ban them, and to
restrict services out of the country. They could also overlook Russian intellectual property rights

OTHER BANS TO STAY

For countries outside
the WTO, such as Iran,
North Korea, Syria or
Russian ally Belarus,
WTO members can
impose whatever
trade measures they
wish without flouting
global trading rules 1Ahead of the MFN status removal, the United

States has already announced a ban on imports
of Russian oil and gas

2Canada said last week it was withdrawing MFN sta-
tus for Russia and Belarus, which allowed Russian
troops to move into Ukraine from its territory, 

setting a 35% general tariff on virtually all imports

3The European Union has also banned about 70%
of all imports, such as tobacco, potash and prod-
ucts made of wood or steel, from non-WTO mem-

ber Belarus. However, it is waiting for formal adoption
of MFN suspension before taking similar action against
Russia. Imports from Russia include mineral fuels, pre-
cious metals and stones, iron and steel, fertilisers and
inorganic chemicals

India has decided to temporarily
relocate its embassy in Ukraine
to Poland in view of the rapidly
deteriorating security situation
in the war-torn country. The
decision comes amid increasing
Russian attacks on Kyiv 

Glaciers recede, may
cause water shortage

I n the first detailed ‘inventory of glaciers’ at the
Alaknanda river basin, which contributes the maximum
water to river Ganga, scientists from IISc and IITs dis-

covered a reduction of 59 sq km in the glacier area over a
period of almost 50 years, between 1968 and 2020. This
meant that 8% of the total area of glaciers decreased.
Scientists said, regional climate change was a big
reason behind the development.

The average retreat rate
of glaciers in the basin was
11.7 metres per year. The
analysis of climatic parameters
in the basin suggested substantial evidence
of deglaciation due to global warming, espe-
cially since the winter temperature
increased by 0.03 degrees Celsius per year
between 1968 and 2020
Apart from the reduction in the glacier

area, the Alaknanda basin also witnessed an
increase in the formation of debris cover,
another factor reducing water flow in the
river Ganga

Environment

‘Tomb of Sand’ writes history. Geetanjali Shree’s
translation is 1st Hindi novel in Booker prize longlist

H indi novelist Gee-
tanjali Shree’s
translated Hindi

novel ‘Tomb of Sand’ has
been longlisted for the In-
ternational Booker prize,
making it the first Hindi
language work of fiction
to be selected for the lit-
erary award. The novel
was originally published
as ‘Ret Samadhi’ and
Daisy Rockwell, a US-
based writer and trans-
lator has translated it
into English.

The story of ‘Tomb of Sand’ chronicles the
journey of an 80-year-old woman from
north India, who after her husband’s death,
slips into depression.However, she emerges
out of the darkness, and begins the second
innings of her life as she deconstructs
boundaries set up by society on the basis of
gender and in the name of countries. She
befriends a transgender person and also
revisits Pakistan to reconcile with the past
trauma that she had faced during the 
partition of the country

 Shree is an author of three
novels – ‘Mai’, ‘Hamara Shahar
Us Baras’ and ‘Tirohit’ — and
several story collections, with
her work translated into
English, French, German,
Serbian, and Korean. The 
64-year-old New Delhi-based
author has received, and
been shortlisted for a num-
ber of awards and 

fellowships
BOOK

‘THE BATMAN’ KEEPS
GLIDING AS BOX-

OFFICE LEADER IN
SECOND WEEKEND

W
ith no new major releases
for the weekend, Warner
Bros’ ‘The Batman’ has an
easy path to repeating its

top performance at the domestic box-
office. The DC adaptation grossed an
additional $18.7 million on Friday from
4,417 locations, more than
enough to main-
tain the No 1
position on North
American charts, reports
variety.com. Compared to other recent
superhero releases, ‘The Batman’ is
holding a little less mightily than its
peers. In their respective second
Fridays, Disney’s ‘Eternals’ dropped
63.2 per cent and ‘Shang-Chi and the
Legend of the Ten Rings’ fell 53.4 per
cent, respectively.

Entertainment

India GDP growth forecast cut
to 7.9 pc: Morgan Stanley

As higher oil prices torpedo economic recovery worldwide,
Morgan Stanley has cut India’s GDP fore-
cast for the fiscal year beginning

April 1  to 7.9 per cent. It has raised
retail inflation projection to 6 per cent,
and expects current account deficit to
widen to 3 per cent of GDP.

India is 85 per cent
dependent on imports
to meet its oil needs
and the recent spurt
in international oil
prices, which pushed
rates to a 14-year high
of $140 per barrel before retracting, will result in the
country paying more for the commodity. Also, higher
prices will result in inflationary pressure

The Pi day is celebrated on March 14 
to recognise the mathematical constant,
Pi. The day of celebration was founded

in 1988 by an American physicist Larry Shaw.
The value of pi was first calculated by
Archimedes of Syracuse, one of the greatest math-
ematicians of the ancient world.

THIS DAY, THAT YEAR

MARCH 14, PI DAY

WHAT IS PI
 Pi, also written as ‘p’, is one of the
most well-known mathematical constants
and the ratio of a circle’s circumference
to its diameter. An irrational number, pi is
an unending decimal number with no
repeating pattern, which is estimated as
3.14 or the fraction 22/7

Pi day also coincides
with the birth anniver-
sary of Albert Einstein
Theoretical physicist
Stephen Hawking died on
this day in 2018 There is
an entire language made
from Pi. In 2010, software
engineer Michael Keith 
published a book named ‘Not
a Wake’ in Pi language
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LANGUAGE LAB

L
exicographer and etymologist
Susie Dent recently embarked
on a curious, self-appointed
mission. She is determined to
bring the word “respair”, last

used around 1525, back into common
usage. She feels that we have been bom-
barded with a lot of negativity recently;
but the English language is a treasure
trove of joyous vocabulary. We just need
to bring some of it back.

“As always, the dictionary tells its own
story. It offers hundreds of words for
melancholy, from the ‘black dog’ and ‘blue
devils’ to the cuddlier but equally dispirit-
ing ‘mubble-fubbles’. Much the same goes
for irritability – we can be curmudgeonly,
mumpish, crumpsy, nettlish, porcupinal
and spleenical as well as just plain narky
or tetchy. Distinctly lacking are synonyms
for love, happiness and kindness,” she
explains. Here are a few words that could
work wonders in lifting spirits in these 
trying times, some ancient and some 
new-fangled:

ADAMATE: TO LOVE 
VERY MUCH
This verb is formed on the root of the
Latin verb amare, which means ‘to love’.
There is evidence of its use by dramatists

in the 17th century. Amare is also repre-
sented by the French word amant, which
means ‘lover’.

COMPATHY: SHARED
FEELING (AS OF JOY OR
SORROW)
It can be pleasant to have someone with
whom you may share feelings of joy, and
reassuring to have someone with whom
you may share your sorrows, and so it is
doubly pleasing that the English language
has a word which neatly covers both of
these scenarios (although it should be
noted that this word, compathy, appears
to be primarily used in a clinical setting, in
the field of mental health). Our language
also has words for ‘shouting together with
joy’ (conjubilant).

BIOPHILIA: LOVE OF LIFE
Biophilia is defined as the innate human
instinct to connect with nature and other
living beings. The term is derived from the
Greek words for ‘life’ and ‘love or affec-
tion;’ making its literal translation ‘love of
life.’ This concept is foundational to bio-
philic design, which utilises natural mate-
rials, patterns, and phenomena to main-
tain a connection to nature within the

built environment.

DELECTATION
A happy noun, delectation means ‘delight
or enjoyment.’ For example, you might
hear someone say, “The DJ will be live-
streaming an all-night party for your
delectation.” The word derives from the
Latin word delectare, meaning ‘to delight.’

CONJOYMENT
In Eric Weiner's book
‘The Geography of Bliss: One Grump’s
Search for the Happiest Places in the
World’, he points out that our society has
many more words to describe “unpleasant
emotional states than pleasant ones”. He
coined the term ‘conjoyment’ to describe
Swiss happiness, which is “more than
contentment but less than full on joy.”
Think of it as a solid state of happiness
where there are no peaks, like the majes-
tic Matterhorn, or valleys, like Centovalli.
He also proposes a few more joyous
words like:

FIRLOVE
Unconditional love is the only phrase I
know how to describe the love I feel for
my niece and nephew. When I say the
phrase, though, it does not quite capture
the deep fire and warmth that emanates
from every fibre of my love for them.

OBSERLOVE 
The pure delight
derived from

observing others do
something that makes

them happy
such as open-

ing that special
gift you felt

actioness
giving.

A
s Putin continues his attack on Ukraine,
the differences between the languages
of Russia and Ukraine have become
part of the public discourse – see
the disparate spellings of

Ukraine’s capital city, for example
(Kiev being the Russian
transliteration, Kyiv the
Ukrainian). Ukrainian and
Russian are both part of the
Slavonic (or Slavic) language
family. This group of related
languages in central and eastern
Europe also includes Polish, Czech
and Bulgarian. 

Today, Russian and Ukrainian share
more vocabulary, grammar, and features of
pronunciation with each other than they do with
the other Slavonic languages. They both use the
Cyrillic alphabet, but slightly different versions.
There are four letters in Ukrainian missing from
Russian, and four letters in Russian missing from
Ukrainian. A frequently cited figure is that
Ukrainian and Russian share about 62% of their
vocabulary. This is about the same amount of
shared vocabulary that English has with Dutch.

Russian and Ukrainian emerged from the same
ancestor language, and, in the grand scheme of
things, not very long ago. It is easier for a Russian
to learn Ukrainian (or vice versa) than it is for an

English speaker trying to master either of
those languages. Their shared

vocabulary and the fact that even
words that have different meanings
may look familiar makes it easier
for Russian or Ukrainian speakers
to ‘tune into’ the other.

However, while they share
common roots, the Ukrainian and

Russian tongues have developed
distinctly over centuries, which has

produced many differences between the
two. The differences between the Russian and
Ukrainian languages are largely due to the
particularities between the formation of two
nations. The Russian nation centralised its
formation around Moscow, which led to the
dilution of its lexicon. The Ukrainian nation was
formed by the unification of the South Russian
ethnic groups, and therefore the Ukrainian
language to a considerable degree has retained its
ancient origins.

Queries relating to language skills
Do you find grammar confusing? Do you get stuck with words when writing a let-

ter, an essay or a blog? Do you have a fear of public speaking? Or do you simply
want to improve your communication skills? Times NIE is here to help you to
master the intricacies of the English language. Just shoot us your queries on
toinie175@gmail.com

WORD GETS AROUND IN SPOTLIGHT

Both
languages have

a common alphabet,
similar grammar, and
significant lexical uni-
formity. It is cultural
developments that

led to linguistic
differences

UKRAINIAN
AND RUSSIAN:
HOW SIMILAR ARE THE

TWO LANGUAGES?

Does English language have something of a pessimistic
bent, retaining more negative than happy words?

WORDS THAT NEED TO BE IN USE7‘LIFE-AFFIRMING’ 

Robert Schrauf says he was a bit
puzzled when he began analysing
data he collected that shows that
regardless of age or culture, we
have far more words in our
vocabulary that
express negative rather
than positive emotions.
Schrauf, associate professor of
applied linguistics and an
anthropologist at Penn State,
has long been interested in how
people process words that express
emotions. Studies of 37 different
languages turned up seven
words that have very similar
meanings. They are joy, fear,
anger, sadness, disgust,
shame and guilt. “Seven
words, and only one positive,”
Schrauf notes. “Isn't that
awesome?” It seems that
over the centuries,
Schrauf says, people have
developed more words to describe
negative emotions because survival
and quality of life may be at stake.

NEGATIVE WORDS
DOMINATE LANGUAGE

M
any of the lan-
guages that are
made up for tel-
evision and
books are just

gibberish. However, a rare few
have been developed into fully
functioning living languages,
some even by linguistic profes-
sionals and professors. If learn-
ing French and Spanish at
school isn’t quite your cup of
tea, you may want to try one of
these on for size. 

ALIENESE: FUTURAMA
Alienese (also just called ‘Alien
Language’) is perhaps one of
the easiest languages on this
list to learn—if you’re a mathe-
matician, that is. The language,
intended to be used for hidden
in-jokes on the animated show
Futurama, began as a simple
substitution alphabet, with 26
characters that directly corre-
sponded to the English alpha-
bet. However, that proved too
easy for fans, so a second form
of the language

was
devised,

using math instead. Each sym-
bol has a numerical value, and
messages are decoded into
English: first, translate the first
symbol directly (0=A, 1=B, etc.),
then for remaining letters sub-
tract the previous symbol’s
value (if the result is less than 0,
add 26).

LAPINE: 
WATERSHIP DOWN
Richard Adams’s ‘Watership
Down’ is the tale of a colony of
rabbits looking for a new
home. The rabbits speak
a language known as
Lapine, which is
meant to sound
‘fluffy.’ While only
a few dozen words
of Lapine appear in
the text, fans have
since developed the
language into a functional
one with distinct grammar and
vocabulary.

NA’VI: AVATAR
For his 2009 blockbuster film
‘Avatar’, director James

Cameron wanted his alien race,
the Na’vi, to be a fully devel-
oped concept, complete with
their own working language. He
enlisted the help of linguist Paul
Frommer, who created an
extensive vocabulary and gram-
mar for the giant blue beings.
Fans quickly caught on and,
with help from Frommer, contin-
ued to develop the language.

DOTHRAKI: GAME OF
THRONES/A SONG OF

ICE AND FIRE
George RR Martin, in

his ‘A Song of Ice
and Fire’ book
series, established
the nomadic
horse-rearing

Dothraki people. In
the books Martin

included very few words
of the Dothraki language, but

for the HBO television series
David Peterson of the Language
Creation Society was hired to
turn those words into a com-
plete lexicon. As the Dothraki
people’s lives depend first and

foremost on their horses,
Peterson created the language
to reflect this close relationship
with horse riding and rearing.
Dothraki is frequently spoken by
actors on the show, and many
fans are learning, too.

KLINGON: STAR
TREK

Klingon is one of
the most well-
known fictional
languages. It was

created by linguist
Marc Okrand as the

language of the war-
rior Klingon race on the

television show ‘Star Trek’.
Okrand published several books
about the language, and an
organisation known as the
Klingon Language Institute has
a quarterly journal dedicated to
it. Fans use the language to con-
duct marriage ceremonies and
to write songs, and there has
even been an adaptation of
Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’ pub-
lished in Klingon. While Klingon
does have its own alphabet, the
language is usually transliterat-
ed into English.

ELVISH: THE WORKS
OF JRR TOLKIEN
JRR Tolkien, a philologist and
lexicographer, began creating
his Elvish languages before he
started on any of his well-known
works, such as ‘The Hobbit’ and
‘The Lord of the Rings’ trilogy.
There are actually two forms of
Elvish commonly learned by
fans: Quenya, or high Elvish, and
Sindarin, both based loosely on
Finnish and Welsh, two lan-
guages Tolkien himself studied.
And these can be subdivided
into different dialects.

— www.brittanica.com

Os
e layth

Frithyeer hyaones,
on layth zayn yayn

dahloil - (If it’s sunny
today, we’ll go and

find dandelions)

Hash
yer dothrae

chek asshekh? –
How are you

today? (Do you
ride well
today?)

NEW LEXICON

6 Fictional Languages
You Can Really Learn


