
B E N N E T T,  C O L E M A N  &  C O.  LT D.  | E S TA B LI S H E D  183 8  | T I M E S O F I N D I A . C O M  | N E W  D E L H I  

Newspaper in
Education

STUDENT EDITION

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022TODAY’S
EDITION 

➤ Amid Russia threatening of a
nuclear war against Ukraine,
students talk about the 
devastating effects of  
nuclear warfare

➤ From what’s 
happening in India to 
international shores,
here’s all-news and views

PAGE 2 PAGE 3

➤Harry Kane scores
twice as Tottenham
thrash Everton

PAGE 4

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

RUSSIA BECOMES WORLD'S
MOST-SANCTIONED COUNTRY: Due to
its war on Ukraine, Russia has become
the most-sanctioned in the world,
according to a New York-based sanc-
tions watchlist site. The site said that
2,754 sanctions were already in place
against Russia before February 22 and
2,778 additional were imposed in the
days following the assault, bringing
the total to 5,532 According to the
site, the countries and regions target-
ing Russia with sanctions are
Switzerland (568), the EU (518),
Canada (454), Australia (413), the US
(243), the UK (35) and Japan (35)

Russia announces new ceasefire for
'humanitarian routes' in Ukraine
T

he Russian defence ministry
on Tuesday announced the
opening of humanitarian cor-
ridors from the five besieged

Ukrainian cities of Kiev, Chernigov, Sumy,
Kharkov, Mariupol for civilian evacuation
amid the ongoing war. According to the
ministry, the column with evacuees will
travel south along the route from Sumy to

Poltava — a Ukrainian city 175 km to the
south. Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy is urging people to keep resisting
the assault. As the war enters its 13th day,
scarcity of food, water, heat and medicine
has risen in Ukraine. Meanwhile, the MEA
has informed that 694 Indian students, who
were in Sumy on Monday,  have left for
Poltava in buses.

The invasion has sparked the
biggest war in Europe and the con-
tinent's largest refugee crisis since
World War II. The West has
responded with sanctions on Russia
that have reverberated around the
global economy

S ince the Ukraine war began 13 days ago,
Russian military vehicles are roaming
around near Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities

sporting a 'Z' marking painted on their
sides. Social media is full of the images of
the white emblem, stylised in a thick
brushstroke. Many protesters, particularly
those supporting Russia, have been found
wearing them on T-shirts too...

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE ‘Z’ SYMBOL?
According to Galina Starovoitova, a
researcher, ‘Z’ is a letter that Russ-
ian military are putting on their ve-
hicles departing to Ukraine. “Some
interpret ‘Z’ as ‘Za pobedy’ (for
victory). Others  as ‘Zapad’
(West),” the scholar said
on Twitter.  Other ob-
servers said that these
markings act as signals
to fellow Russians to
identify their own vehi-
cles in the warzone and
avoid friendly fire. Last month,
professor Michael Clarke, former di-
rector of the defence think tank RUSI,
told Sky News that these symbols
communicate the location of a unit
or vehicles. 
WHEN THE SYMBOL WAS FIRST SPOTTED?
The ‘Z’ symbol was first spotted on

February 22 on Russian vehicles that
entered the Donetsk region. There
are tweets, which claim that the
symbol could be a way to delineate

infantries. Interstingly, the ‘Z’
symbol also appeared on ve-

hicles in Crimea, when
it was annexed by Rus-
sia in 2014, according
to The Independent. 
WHAT ARE THE OTHER
SYMBOLS VISIBLE IN

UKRAINE WAR? Apart
from ‘Z’, other symbols

painted on the Russian mil-
itary vehicles are a triangle with

two lines on either side, a circle
with three dots inside and a large
triangle with a smaller triangle
inside.Russian military officials
have officially not said anything
about the symbols.

HOW HAS Z BECOME THE SYMBOL OF THE WAR IN RUSSIA: In the past two
weeks, Z has gone from a military marking to the main symbol of public support for Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. Just three days after the invasion, the Kremlin-funded state network RT announced on
its social media channels that it was selling Z merchandise, including T-shirts and hoodies, to show
support for Russian troops. The Z letter has also been painted on large Soviet-era apartment blocks
and posted on street advertisement signs.  More oominously, ZZ hhas bbeen uused aas aan iintimidation ttac-
tic aagainst tthose wwho ooppose tthe wwar. MMembers oof tthe oopposition aart ccollective PPussy RRiot, aas wwell
as tthe aanti-wwar NNGO MMemorial, hhave ssaid tthe ZZ ssymbol wwas ppainted oon tthe ddoor oof ttheir fflat.

MEANING OF 'Z' SYMBOL ON RUSSIAN MILITARY VEHICLES

X-PLAINED

NEW DELHI MAY
SOON HAVE TREE
ADOPTION POLICY

LIKE SIKKIM

T he Delhi forest department
is working on a policy that
will allow institutions and

individuals to adopt a tree and
maintain it, according to officials.
As the national capital, it is consid-
ered important that it leads the
way for environmental development.
The move is aimed at strengthening
conservation policies and the rela-
tionship between people and nature,
he said, adding that an individual or
an organisation may adopt more
than one tree. The department will
also conduct a sur-
vey to identify
trees that are
"very old
and need
care",
and pre-
pare a
data-
base.
Resident
welfare
associa-
tions, mar-
ket associa-
tions, schools,
colleges, eco-
clubs, non-government
organisations etc will be encour-
aged to adopt such trees. It will
also be ensured that the individuals
and institutions adopting trees have
certain experience in the field.

Sikkim
Forest Tree Rules

2017: In Sikkim, the
Sikkim Forest Tree (Amity
& Reverence) Rules 2017
allow people to formally
adopt a tree and enter a

'Mitini' or 'Mith' relationship,
translating to sibling. One
can also adopt a tree as a
child or in remembrance of

a family member, who
has passed away

SHARE YOUR
VIEWS AT 

toinie175@gmail.com

WhatsApp may
introduce group
polling feature soon

M eta-owned WhatsApp is reportedly working
on a new feature that will allow users to
start and take polls in the group chats.

According to a WABetaInfo report, WhatsApp will soon
let you type ppoollll qquueessttiioonnss ttoo sseenndd ttoo aa ggrroouupp cchhaatt.
This feature is already available in rival chat app
Telegram and even Twitter. Now, it seems that
WhatsApp may roll out this feature to its userbase too.

The report also shared a screenshot, which showcases
the ‘Create Poll’ feature on iOS

WhatsApp is also working on a new interface for voice
calling for some beta Android users. The new interface
would be rolled out for both Android as well as iOS
users, but currently it is being tested with the beta
Android users

Voice calling would have a new interface when placing
voice calls. References for the design change were
already found in the in the previous beta updates for
iOS and Android users

The new WhatsApp voice call interface would come with
a round grey square in the front and centre. It will also
house the contact name, number, and profile picture

WhatsApp is planning to bring real-time voice wave-
forms to calls as well. This will allow the caller to be
able to know exactly who is talking

TECHAWAY 

CBSE result 2021-22 term-1 for class X & XII
likely to be out this week
T he Central Board of Secondary Education will announce the

class X and class XII Term 1 Board exams this week. The class
XII results are likely to be declared on “Wednesday or

Thursday”, to be followed by class X results “at the end of this week”, a
senior CBSE official told TOI.

For the first time, CBSE is conducting its Board exams
semester-wise. While the Term-1 exams were conducted dur-
ing November-December last year, Term-2 exams will be held
from April 26. Unlike the Term-1 exams, which was in the mul-
tiple-choice format, the April exams will be subjective

The Batman,' 
starring Robert
Pattinson, has man-

aged to give a glimmer of
hope to the producers by
grossing $128.5 million
in North America,
according to studio esti-
mates. The latest relaunch of
the 80-year-old comic book
character is well above Warner Bros' con-
servative estimates going into the weekend,
which had the film pegged for a debut in the
$90 million range.

 Internationally, 'The Batman' earned $120
mn, bringing its global total to $248.5 mn
Tim Burton's 'Batman' starring Michael
Keaton and released in 1989, made around
$252 mn in North America and just over
$400 mn worldwide 
None of the Batman movies crossed $500

mn worldwide until 2008. Christopher
Nolan's 'The Dark Knight,' starring Christian
Bale, broke the $1 billion mark, which repeat-
ed with 'The Dark Knight Rises.' The Ben
Affleck/Zack Snyder era peaked with
'Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice,' which
grossed $873 mn worldwide

'The Batman' gives movie
theatres a new hope

It's
the best opening

of 2022 and the 2nd
best of the pandemic,

though it's more than $100
mn shy of 'Spider-Man: No

Way Home's' $260 mn
opening weekend in

Dec

Entertainment

Seals help researchers
collect data under

Antarctic ice

Aseal wearing a helmet with an anten-
na might look unusual, but eight Wed-
dell seals, each with a 580gm moni-

toring device on their heads, have been help-
ing Japanese re-
searchers survey the
waters under the
thick ice sheet in
Antarctica. Tapped for
a research project be-
tween March and No-
vember 2017 — winter
in Antarctica — these
seals were equipped
with the head-mount-
ed conductivity, tem-
perature and depth sensor, which allows sci-
entists to collect observation data, such as wa-
ter temperatures and salt levels, in areas with
extremely harsh environmental conditions.

It also helped scientists in finding out
that warm seawater from the upper
layer in the open sea reached Antarctica
from March through winter that year.
The water flowed below the ice, bringing
in sea creatures like Antarctic krill, a
major food source for seals

Project leader
Nobuo Kokubun
said such
research helps
scientists trace
the animals'
behavioural pat-
terns and ecology

NOW, KAVACH TO BOOST SAFETY
FOR INDIAN RAILWAYS

U nion railway minis-
ter Ashwini Vaish-
naw recently re-

viewed the working of the
indigenous train protection
system of the national
transporter ‘Kavach’, be-
tween Lingampalli –
Vikarabad section of the
South Central Railways’,
Secunderabad Division.
The  indigenous system,
which is India’s automatic
train protection system,
has been in development
since the year 2012. 

Kavach is a set of electronic devices as well as
radio frequency identification devices installed in
train locomotives in the signalling system and rail

tracks, which talk to each other utilis-
ing ultra high radio frequencies in order to control
the train brakes and also alert drivers, based on the
logic programmed into the system. One of the main
features of Kavach is that by continuously refresh-
ing a train’s movement information, it is able to

send out triggers when a loco pilot jumps signal.  Also, the devices
relay the signals continuously ahead to the loco, making it useful for
locomotive pilots in low visibility, especially when there is dense fog

WHAT IS
KAVACH?

Many
have noted its sim-

ilarity to the swastika —
the symbol used by Nazi
Germany in the Second
World War — nicknaming

it ‘Putin's swastika’
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Many schools do not have parking facilities. If
all schools engage the services of private

buses, parking will become a major challenge in
crowded areas. This will lead to
hike in transportation fees,

inconveniencing 
parents.

02 “Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover 
others' faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the
Earth for modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI
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A
s schools in Delhi are
slated to reopen fully
for in-person classes
for students in all

grades from April, schools that
were dependent on DTC bus
services are concerned. For, last
year, the Delhi Transport Cor-
poration (DTC) asked schools
to look for alternative arrange-
ments as it expressed its in-
ability to press public buses
into additional services due to
a dwindling fleet. Schools, how-
ever, say they do not have park-
ing space for private buses, and
the school transportation sys-
tem would collapse in the 
absence of DTC buses.

CAN schools reopen sans buses?

evacuating students from Ukraine?

IN THE NEWS FOR

U
nion minister of state for external affairs V Mu-
raleedharan said that there was no delay on part of
the Indian Government in starting the evacuation of
Indians stranded in Ukraine. Muraleedharan said that

India started the evacuation of its citizens from Ukraine on the
same day the war started and this would not have been possible
had there been no preparations beforehand.

DID

IS

YOU SPEAK

I
think India acted swiftly and took charge of
the repatriation process very well. The GOI
has very responsibly sent its ministers

to Ukraine’s four neighbouring countries,
assuring parents back home, that their
children will all be brought back safely.
That’s a reassuring move by the govt.
HARITH BALI, class IX, Air Force School, B’luru

YOU SPEAK

R
ussia’s justifica-
tion for invad-
ing Ukraine is

bizarre and baseless.
One of their asser-
tions is to ‘deNazify’
Ukraine, which has a
Jewish President. China,
on the other hand, has a tenden-
cy of claiming lands that aren’t theirs. Seeing
Russia triumph as the West fails to aid Ukraine
will only push China to begin its own wars. In
fact, on the same day that Putin attacked
Ukraine, nine PLA planes entered Taiwanese soil. 
DISHA HEGDE, SYBA, SIES College of Arts,
Science and Commerce

IN THE NEWS FOR

A
new global survey illus-
trates the depth of anxiety
many young people are
feeling about climate

change. Nearly 60% of young people
approached said they felt very wor-
ried or extremely worried. More than
45% of those questioned said feelings
about the climate affected their dai-
ly lives. Three-quarters of them said
they thought the future was fright-
ening. Over half (56%) say they think
humanity is doomed, says BBC.

WE SPEAK
■ One 16-year-old
said: “It’s different for
young people – for us,
the destruction of the
planet is personal,” in
the survey conducted
across 10 countries led
by Bath University, UK.
Responses from 10,000
people aged between
16 and 25 showed Gen
Z is ‘climate anxious’ 

serious are we about HOWDO

YOU SPEAK

C
limate anxiety is real. Before it
is too late and most of our
population starts suffering

from serious diseases, it is time to
sit back and think of ways to
reduce the impact of climate
change. Every individual needs to
have a more sustainable behaviour.
Each country also needs to be green con-
scious. Many feel betrayed, ignored and abandoned by politicians
and adults when it comes to sustainable actions and promises.  
ARYAMAN SHAKTAWAT, class VIII , SGVP Int’l School, Ahmedabad 

you think India needs to 

IN THE NEWS FOR

When the Indian documentary ‘Writing With
Fire’ got nominated for the Academy Awards
earlier this year, the first question that was

on the minds of many film buffs was, ‘Where can I
watch it?’ With the stylised and gripping presentation,
documentaries these days are seeing a rise in viewer-
ship. While the OTT platforms are now showcasing
interesting documentaries, with the ones based on
crime being the hottest pick, yet the analysts say that
in comparison to the foreign market, the documen-
tary lovers in India constitute a niche audience.

Russian aggression giving a

D
TC buses are the lifeline of
schools in Delhi. The public
transport system should fully

cooperate with schools as many students
from suburbs and even within the city, rely on them for
commute. It is impractical and a logistic headache for
schools and parents if they have to do a private pick-up of
students. Also, with rising fuel prices, a round trip in pri-
vate vehicle will be unaffordable for many. 
MANAS KAPUR, class XI, Sri Venkateshwar Int’l, Delhi

IN THE NEWS FOR

work on better docu series on OTT?

■ “A documentary was considered boring even five years ago. But the form of a doc-
umentary has changed these days, with its visual form becoming creative with infor-
mation. More people have begun to invest in it, and the cultural voices of filmmakers
in the country have started to come out. That also builds the reception. The OTT plat-
forms also have played a role,” said Sraiyanti, a documentary filmmaker to TOI.

Y
es, we need more documentary-series like Delhi Crime
and Mumbai Diaries 26/11, because they are based on
real crime and people are inquisitive about how the

events unfolded. Such shows are gripping and tells you how
intense some operations can be. 
DEVANG TYAGI, class X, Banyan Tree School, Chandigarh   

India delay in

YOU SPEAK

C
hina has warned the US
that it will pay a “heavy
price” for its attempts to
show support to Taiwan’s

independence as a delegation of ex-
American defence officials dis-
patched by President Joe Biden
landed in Taipei amid apprehen-
sions that Beijing may attempt ac-

tion against the self-ruled island
akin to Russia’s military assault in
Ukraine. China in recent months
ratcheted up military preparations
sending hundreds of its air force
jets into Taiwan’s Air Defence Zone
besides beefing up its naval force
keeping the self-governing break-
away island on tenterhooks.

WE SPEAK

WE SPEAK

WE SPEAK

I
n Taiwan, which has its democratically elected govern-
ment and is home to 23 million people, political leaders
have differing views on the island’s status and relations

with the mainland. Cross-strait tensions have escalated since
the election of Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen in 2016. Tsai
has refused to accept a formula that her predecessor, Ma
Ying-jeou, endorsed to allow for increased cross-strait ties.
Meanwhile, Beijing has taken increasingly aggressive actions,
including by flying fighter jets near the island. 

WHAT TAIWAN STATES

WHAT CHINA STATES

boost to China too?

Beijing claims that Taiwan is bound by an understanding known as the 1992 Consensus, which was reached between
representatives of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the Kuomintang (KMT) party that then ruled Taiwan.
However, the two sides don’t agree on the content of this so-called consensus, and it was never intended to address
the question of Taiwan’s legal status. With Russia-China recent ties, Taiwan is vulnerable, say analysts.

WE SPEAK

According to MEA, 4,000 Indians had left for India
before February 24, and an additional 2,000 students
were brought back by March 2

1
2
3

4

MEA has said the embassies of Russia and Ukraine, and
the Indian embassies in the two countries, are in touch
to repatriate Indian nationals safely from Kharkiv

Minister Hardeep Puri has been sent to Hungary,
Jyotiraditya Shinde to Romania, Kiren Rijiju to Slovakia
and General VK Singh to Poland to coordinate the same

“On the morning of February
24, the conflict started and
the air travel was ceased. On
that same evening, India
announced its evacuation plan
from the road. This wouldn’t
have been possible had there
been no preparation before
that day,” said Muraleedharan

A
s schools reopen and
everyone hits the road,
we must do everything in

our power to reduce carbon
emissions. A very convenient
and effortless way to do this is
to use public transport (school
buses). 
TANISHKA WAGH, class X,
Elpro Int’l School, Pune

T
aiwan, officially known as the Republic of China (ROC), is
an island separated from China by the Taiwan Strait. It
has been governed independently of mainland China,

officially the People’s Republic of China (PRC), since 1949.
The PRC views the island as a renegade province and vows to
eventually “unify” Taiwan with the mainland. 

CLIMATE ANXIETY?
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