
U
ma Gaba and Palak Mathur of class
XI, Basava International School,
Dwarka were given the coveted op-
portunity to represent the school for

the All India Asteroid Search Campaign
(AIASC) 2021. Furthermore, they were one of
the few to make a provisional discovery of an
asteroid. AIASC 2021, an outreach campaign
organised by Space India enables Indian stu-
dents and amateur astronomers to get an ex-
clusive access to astronomy images and train-
ing is imparted in advanced data analysis and
software to search asteroids in the main belt
asteroid. These citizen scientists are able to
make original astronomical discoveries, in-

teract with international scientists and par-
ticipate in hands-on astronomical
events/processes.Discoveries with provisional
status are maintained in the Minor Planet
Centre ( MPC) database until there have been
a sufficient number of observations to fully
determine the orbit.

The students said that AIASC is an ex-
clusive international platform for anyone who
has an interest in astronomy, to get exposure
in the field and also make a contribution to
the society. This was irrefutably an invaluable
experience for them.Under the aegis of AIASC
mentors, the students were able to augment
their knowledge about space and asteroids.

H
appy Model School, B-
2 Janakpuri organised
the ‘Happy Model School
Model United Nations
2021’ powered by Aspi-

rant Learning (A I I Learning Foun-
dation) recently with an aim to sen-
sitise future citizens about matters
of global importance and issues
which are of utmost concern to the
world leaders today.

As envisioned by the team, the con-
ference oversaw a wide spectrum of
thoughts from the students of classes
III - XII, who tried to solve these prob-
lems in their best way possible.

HMSMUN 2021 was a journey that
started months back with several train-
ing sessions to ensure that the students
were well equipped and prepared for
the conference. The Model United Na-
tions Conference witnessed a presence
of over 100 participants which was held on
Zoom, the cloud based video conferencing
platform, under the guidance of Astha Ghai
Walia, principal of Happy Model School.

The conference consisted of delibera-
tions in four unique and distinctive com-
mittees which discussed matters of current

global importance. The open forum com-
mittees for the students of classes III - V dis-
cussed the measures that need to be taken
to reduce air pollution. The United Nations
Children's Fund for the students of classes
VI - VIII on the contrast, deliberated on the
topic of preventing and treating malnutri-

tion amongst children. Furthermore, the
United Nations Development Programme
for the classes of IX - XII had its focus upon
methods to strengthen global partnership
for better implementation of Sustainable
Development Goals.

Despite their age, the young delegates did
not leave any stone unturned and
each one of them was eager to put
their best foot forward. Their par-
ticipation and response surpassed
the expectations and their efforts
were commendable, as they were
tough competitors.

The two day conference conclud-
ed on December 14, 2021 with the ex-
ecutive board members impressed by
the amazing debate held between all
the age groups.

To acknowledge the efforts made
by the young diplomats, a felicitation
ceremony was held offline on Feb-
ruary 15 at Happy Model School,
Janakpuri in order to felicitate and
applaud the students for their re-
markable diplomatic and leadership
skills in the conference.

The ceremony began with the lamp
lighting ceremony by Astha Ghai Walia.
This was followed by an  address by

Priyanshu Grover, founder, president and ceo,
Aspirant Learning (A I I Learning Foundation)
consisting of words of enthusiasm to encour-
age the future global citizens and to enlighten
the participants on the proceedings of the event,
followed by a few dance and music performances
to fill the environment with joy.

Basava students make provisional discovery of asteroids
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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
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Happy Model School
hosts ‘HMSMUN 2021’ 

C
ovid-19 disrupted our
lives and forced our
students to open their
gadgets and learn

from home but this spring sea-
son, Manav Sthali Global
School reopened the doors for
its students and implemented
the hybrid model for students’
learning.

Returning to school after
Covid-19 isolation is very impor-
tant for children’s social and emo-
tional development. There were

mixed feelings of excitement and
confusion both among the teach-
ers as well the students.

The school staff was happy
to see the children back and de-

vised the Covid protocols to en-
sure their safety. Students were

thrilled to be back in School
though all the emotions hid be-
hind their masks.

The classrooms bustled
with laughter and cheer but we
do not know how long it would
persist. All teachers were de-
lighted that students are back
in school. It might take some
time for everyone to adjust in

this new norm but we believe the
school bell will keep on ringing
after its interval of time to boost
up our morale and keep our spir-
its alive.

D
L DAV Model School, Pita-
mpura, organised ‘Abhyuday’
the annual prize distribution
ceremony on a virtual plat-

form. The guests on the occasion were
Dr Nisha Peshin, director, PS and Aca-
demics, DAVCMC and dean, DAV Unit-
ed Foundation and Dr N K Uberoi, vice
president, DAVCMC and vice chairman
of the school.

The highlight of the event was the
presentation of ballets on two power-
ful historical characters – Julius Cae-
sar and Chanakya. The guests released
‘Asmita’, the school magazine on the
occasion. Principal Anita Wadehra pre-
sented a report of the outstanding
achievements of the school. She

thanked guests, management, parents,
staff and students for their role in this
performance of the school.

Under Univision, a synopsis of the
achievements of students, events or-
ganised and new initiatives taken by
the school was delivered by senior stu-
dents. Dr Peshin congratulated the
principal and staff for the school’s ac-
complishments and its role in shaping
the destiny of students. Dr N K Uberoi
emphasised the role of values in the
development of children. Prizes were
distributed to meritorious students for
outstanding performances in the field
of academics,co-curriculars and sports.
The function concluded with singing
of the national anthem.

R
yan International
School, Sohna road bid
adieu to the outgoing
class batch of 2021-22

through a fantastic array of
events in the form of a farewell
ceremony.

The programme commenced
by invoking the blessings from
the Almighty  with Bible read-
ing, Lord’s Prayer, Special Prayer
and praise and worship songs .
The celebration of reminisce

memories began with the
welcome melodies which
were presented by the stu-
dents of class XI to their

most beloved seniors. It was the
real emulsion of enthralling
young Ryanites and an ever
charming gamut of memories
that passing students carved
throughout their school life.

The gathering was ad-
dressed by ceo Ryan who ad-

mired admired students for put-
ting in their sincere efforts, in-
spired young Ryanites and
shared the magical ‘Seven Aim'
to opt in their lives.

Each student felt nostalgic
and was left teary eyed. The
closing chorus and farewell
songs making class XII batch
nostalgic where they got im-
mersed in the bottomless ocean
of emotions and feelings. School
principal Peeya wished them
good luck and encouraged them
to move ahead in life always
with confidence, courage and
determination.

Invincible leap towards the incandescent world

ALISHA
KHAN, class

VI B,
Rukmini Devi

Public
School

PARV GUPTA, class VIII E, Rukmini Devi Public School

‘Abhyuday’: Annual prize
distribution ceremony

INTRA-CLASS DEBATE AT RAMJAS  

Earth comes to an end,
save it my friend.
pollution is going on,
In every city, village 
and town.

My friends stop 
this pollution,
There are many 
solutions.
Don't pollute,
don't throw garbage
here and there.

You can do something
now, or never,
So friends let's save our
environment together
and forever.

ANMOL, class IX, Sam
International School, Dwarka

Start caring

I
n my opinion allotting just one day in a year to women is
just symbolism indeed. Harsh treatment meted out to
women continues to prevail for the rest of the days of the

year. It is hard to believe that even in the 21st century, women
and girls from all the sections of the society still have to strug-
gle for  opportunities and recognition. Cases of sexual assault,
domestic violence, insecurities at workplace,  demolishing the
right to education and human trafficking are unveiled dime a

dozen and are matters of great concern all over the
world. Especially in a stereotypical country like
India, the mindset of the people stagnates the

progress of numerous women. More than just creating oppor-
tunities, they need to be understood and embraced as human
beings. A real women's day will be a day when all the miscon-
ceptions, restrictions and torment meted out to women would
cease, when their relentless contribution to the society would

be recognised, making it more sensible ad
worthy to honour such dynamic and
empowered souls.

Pragati Mahesh, class XI, 
MG School for Excellence,
Bengaluru

W
omen have played a vital role in shaping our world to
be what it is now. Yet, women have not been appreci-
ated for their efforts. To commemorate their actions,

"Women's Day" is earmarked. In India, women are respected
in various forms. Our culture teaches us to respect our moth-
er or motherland. Our festivals give importance to women in
one form or the other, be it sisters during Raksha Bandhan,
or daughters during Gauri festival. Respecting a woman is a
part of our daily upbringing. From finance
minister Nirmala Sitaraman to our humble
eco-warrior Saalu marada Thimakka, to the boxer Mary Kom,
if these women have been recognised, and valued, been able
to make a difference in society, it is because every day is a
day of empowerment for them. This is not just symbolism. It
is a form of appreciation and a yearly reminder to men that
women are the backbone of society. When a day is dedicated

for women, we are appreciating them,
recognising and honouring the super

power that is "HER."

Aparajithan Nadathur, class
XII, MG School For Excellence,

Bengaluru

FOR AGAINST

Iwould like to share my experi-
ence with this stunning natural
treasure- Switzerland.
Mountains offers a breath-taking

panoramic view. I could not resist
my urge to climb the
mountain and was in-
toxicated by the spec-
tacular view and want-
ed to indulge in a
"mountain expedition".

The sunrays fell
from the sky through

the rift in the vagrant, white clouds
like a spotlight, lighting up the scene
below with a warm radiance. The
mountains stood boldly covered in
tufts of green trees, grass and bush-
es dotting the sharp drops and slopes.
On the higher cliffs there was pow-
dery snow, slowly melting in the

spring evening dampening the dirty
rock under it.

Behind the closer mountains
were smaller and farther ones. The
other mountains looked hazy and
dull in contrast to the lively grass
and water. They looked dark and
grave glaring at the centre of the
scenery where the vegetation swayed
happily.

The green stretched further to the
foot of the mountains. It draped the
ground like a carpet. Patches of but-
ter yellow flowers were present, their
velvety petals fluttering delicately. The
lime tinted grass bustled around the
lake admiring their reflections bent
towards the turquoise water.

Nearby were tall, proud pine trees
in a dense crowd. Behind the sharp,
towering pines were fluffy bushes

swaying gently in the breeze stretch-
ing across the hill back to the little
clutter of white and yellow flowers.

Behind us, people bustled and ate,
conversing loudly at the small restau-
rant we were in. Our food lay before
us draped with stretchy cheese and
small pieces of vegetables scattered
around the plates. The people around
us spoke many languages and they
were polite. The streets were clean
and safe, with children playing
around in friendly groups.

Switzerland is a wonderful coun-
try, it is small, mountainous and
calm. The people are very amicable
and friendly and it is one of the great-
est journeys of my life!

Rithvika Gumpina, class IX IGCSE,
Vishwa Vidyapeeth - Cambridge

International, Bengaluru

Just one day in a year to highlight
role of women is mere symbolism

A stunning natural treasure that intoxicates you 
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A
n intra-class de-
bate competition,
‘I Believe, I
Speak’, was or-

ganised for the students of
class XI of Ramjas School,
Pusa Road in an online
mode. The debate was held
at two levels. In the pre-
liminary round the debate
was conducted in all the
sections of class XI where
the students  deliberated on
different issues. In the prelimi-
nary round, four best speakers
were selected from each section
of class XI who represented their
class as a team. In the final round
of the debate, all the teams voiced
their views on the topic, ‘Toler-
ance is a weakness.’ The strong

conviction with which the stu-
dents presented their wide-rang-
ing arguments, made the debate
very thought provoking and in-
teresting. The session was a kalei-
doscope of opinions, thoughts,
ideas and perspectives that en-
hanced the knowledge and un-

derstanding of the topic
among students.

In the prize category,
the first position was
bagged by XI Com B,
classes XI Sc A and XI Sc
B, both were at the sec-
ond position. Class XI
humanities secured the
third position.

In the Best Speaker
category, Anirudh Kuri-
wal (XI ScA), KKaatyan-

shive Bajaj Singh (XI Sci) and
Yashika Singh (XI Humanities)
were adjudged as the best speak-
ers.

Principal Surabhi Dua con-
gratulated the students for their
commendable performance and
the rich quality of the debate.

BACK TO NEW NORMAL!



Q1:
After how many years is
India number 1 in the ICC

rankings for T20Is?        
a. 6 years

b. 3 years 

c. 8 years 

d. 2 years

Q2:
Which of the following
games were previously

called ‘British Empire Games’?        
a. East Asian Games

b. Southeast Asian Games

c. Olympic Games

d. Commonwealth Games

Q3:
Who designed the Olympic

symbol of five rings?        

a. Baron Coubertin

b. Henri Didon

c. Carl Jung

d. Craig Crowley

Q4:
Which country is the current

champion of Uber Cup?

a. Japan

b. China

c. Indonesia

d. USA

Q5:
Which award did

Suryakumar Yadav win in

the West Indies vs India series? 

a. Man of the Match   b. Man of the Series

c. Highest run scorer   d. Highest wicket taker Q6:
Which of the following

nations have won the

Hockey World Cup as hosts?       

a. Pakistan

b. India

c. Germany

d. Spain

Q7:
Which nation has won the

maximum number of

medals in Asian Games?       

a. China

b. Japan

c. South Korea

d. Iran

Q8:
What should be the maximum
age of a player to be awarded

a Best Young Player Award?

a. 23   b. 21   c. 24   d. 20

Q9:
In which weight division

did Sushil Kumar win a

silver medal at the 2012 London

Olympics?       

a. 92 kg

b. 58 kg

c. 125 kg

d. 66 kg
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS: Q1. a. 6 years

Q2. d. Commonwealth Games

Q3. a. Baron Coubertin   Q4. a. Japan

Q5. b. Man of the Series   Q6. c. Germany   

Q7. a. China   Q8. b. 21   Q9. d. 66kg

Suryakumar Yadav

I
ndian women boxers Nitu
(48kg) and Anamika
(50kg) advanced to the

quarterfinals of the 73rd
Strandja Memorial Tourna-
ment in Sofia, Bulgaria, after
clinching impressive open-
ing-round wins.

Nitu outpunched Russia’s
Chumgalakova Luliia 5-0, and

will now take on Italy’s Rober-
ta Bonatti. Anamika defeat-
ed local hope Chukanova
Zlatislava 4-1 to make the last-
eight stage on Monday. She
will next face Algeria’s
Roumaysa Boualem.

However, Shiksha (54kg)
and Akash (67kg) lost their
respective bouts to bow out
of contention. While Shiksha
lost to Kazakhstan’s former
world champion and reign-
ing Asian gold-medallist Dina
Zholaman, Akash was bested
by Germany’s Deniel Krotter.
Both of them lost by an iden-
tical 0-5 margin.

Youth world champion
Arundhati Choudhary (71kg),
national champion Rohit Mor
(57kg) and six other Indian
boxers are set to begin their
campaign.

The tournament features
over 450 boxers from 36 coun-
tries, including traditional
powerhouses such as Kaza-
khstan, Italy, Russia and
France. PTI

STRANDJA: NITU, ANAMIKA
THROUGH TO QUARTERS

T
he Indian women’s cricket team’s hor-
ror tour of New Zealand continued as
the White Ferns demolished the visitors
by 63 runs in a rain-curtailed fourth
WODI on Tuesday to inch towards a
clean sweep in the five-match series here.
The game became a glorified ‘T20’ due
to rain as Amelia Kerr stole the show

with a 33-ball-68 which took New Zealand to 191 for 5.
Amelia, one half of the famous Kerr sisters, then mopped
up the tail with 3 for 30 as India managed only 128 be-

fore being all-out in 17.5 overs.

COMPLETE DOWN SLIDE
Teenager Richa Ghosh’s counter-attacking 52 off 29

balls was the only silver lining in an otherwise disastrous
performance which has now led to five defeats on this
tour including the
one-off T20.

The bowling
performance of the
Indians seemed to

have nose-dived with
each passing game
and it was the worst
on Tuesday where
only Rajeshwari
Gayakwad (4-0-26-1)
looked the part.
Meghna Singh (1/45
in 4 overs) and Deep-
ti Sharma (1/49 in 4
overs) were two
bowlers taken to the

cleaners by Amelia
who had 11 fours and

a six in her kitty.
New Zealand start-

ed on a rousing note
with a 53-run opening
stand between Sophie
Devine (32 of 24 balls)
and Suzie Bates (41 off
26 balls). Once the
platform was laid,
Amelia and Amy Sat-
terthwaite (32 off 16
balls) literally pum-
melled the Indian
bowling.

A chase of 192
was always going
to be a tough ask
even though the
out of form Har-
manpreet Kaur

was dropped from the playing eleven. Smriti Mandhana very
understandably was out of rhythm after a long and hard quar-
antine and youngsters Shafali Verma (0) and Yastika Bhatia (0)
were out in quick succession. The match was as good as over
by the fifth over when India were reduced to 19 for 4. Richa
and Mithali Raj (30 off 28 balls) added 67 runs but it was
in a lost cause as wickets fell at regular interval.

Amelia’s sister Jess also got two wickets upfront while
Francis Mackay and Heley Jensen shared the spoils
with two and three wickets respectively.

The only time India had something to cheer about was
when Richa clobbered the White Ferns bowlers for four
huge sixes and four boundaries while Mithali played the sec-
ond fiddle. Once Richa was gone, the stomach for fight
wasn’t evident in others as six wickets fell for 32 runs.

India skipper Mithali Raj expressed disap-
pointment after her side was beaten. “We have
definitely been trying few compositions with

our spin and seam attack. But to be honest
the bowling is a bit of concern before the
World Cup. We want all our main bowlers
to get their rhythm,” said Mithali after
the game.

“We are adapting to the conditions.
There are spells where the bowlers have
bowled well but we are not consistent
and it is something that we are look-
ing to improve. I was just looking at
the shots and the way she (Richa)
went about her batting, she is very
talented and the future for India,”
she added.

TRAINING PAYS OFF
Amelia Kerr expressed hap-

piness after her breakthrough
knock helped the White Ferns in
defeating India. New Zealand skip-
per Sophie Devine praised the batters for
playing to their strengths. “With the
bowling, at times, we have been slow to
change our plans. We have to adapt
quicker. I had belief in this group for-
ever, nice to see people are seeing that.
We are seeing the results now, there’s
real confidence and belief. It’s perfect
timing with the World Cup just around
the corner,” she said.

With this win, New Zealand has
gained a 4-0 lead in the five-match se-
ries. The final ODI will now be played
on Thursday. Time is running out for
coach Ramesh Powar as only two
weeks are left for World Cup to start
and it is not at all looking good for
the team. AGENCIES

P
romising forward Sukhjeet
Singh was the new face in
India’s 20-strong men’s
hockey squad announced
on Tuesday for the FIH Pro

League tie against Spain at the  Kalinga Sta-
dium in Bhubaneswar later this week. The
two-leg tie will be held on February 26 and
27 and the Olympic bronze medallist Indian
team will be led by Manpreet Singh.
Dragflick specialist Harmanpreet Singh will
serve as Manpreet’s deputy.

The Indian team will see a new face in
25-year-old Sukhjeet from Punjab, who

was picked in the core group follow-
ing an impressive stint during the

maiden Hockey India Inter-De-
partment National Champi-
onship last year.

“We have chosen a balanced
group to play Spain for this weekend and are
looking forward to playing at home in
Bhubaneswar,”chief coach Graham Reid
said. “It includes another new debutant strik-
er Sukhjeet Singh who impressed during the
selection camp last month and has been

working hard since selection in the Core
Probable’s Group.”

Eye on maiden win
“Spain has a new coach and will be keen

to impress after losing to England. These
games are an important step in preparation
for what is a very busy year,” Reid added.
Having lost both their opening matches
against England earlier this month, world
no. 9 Spain will look to register their first
win in this season’s Pro League.

“We are not too concerned about the loss-
es against England. We have just started,
we’ve played only two matches, so I would-
n’t put too much emphasis on winning or los-
ing yet. We were really competitive in our
opening matches, and will try to play our
brand of hockey against India,” Spain head
coach Max Caldas said.

Spain captain Marc Miralles said they are
well prepared to give India a run for their
money in the upcoming matches. The Indian
team has won three out of the four matches
in the FIH Pro League. The team will be play-
ing the first home matches this season. PTI
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Nitu Ghanghas

BALANCED SQUAD

■ The 20-member squad includes goal-

keepers PR Sreejesh and Suraj Karkera.

■ Harmanpreet, Mandeep Mor,

Surender Kumar, Varun Kumar,

Jarmanpreet Singh and Dipsan Tirkey

are the defenders in the squad.

■ The forwardline includes Mandeep

Singh, Lalit Kumar Upadhyay, Shilanand

Lakra, new comer Sukhjeet and

Abhishek, who did well against South

Africa and France earlier this month,

apart from players Manpreet, Vivek

Sagar Prasad, Hardik Singh, Jaskaran

Singh, Shamsher Singh, Nilakanta

Sharma and Akashdeep Singh.

It was another complete per-

formance from us. With the bat,

we showed real intent. Good experi-

ence (shortened game) with the

World Cup coming up. It was a great

opportunity for us. The batters

played to their strengths and 191

was probably above-par. The fielding

is an area where we’ve missed a few,

that’s an area where we can proba-

bly save another 10-15 runs.

New Zealand skipper

SOPHIE DEVINE

Harmanpreet Singh

Photo: GETTY IMAGES

Being nervous is not something you should be ashamed of.

Nervous means you care, you really want to do well.

Paula Creamer, American golfer
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2022

INDIA GO WITH TRIED AND TESTED
Sukhjeet the new face in two-legged FIH Pro League tie against Spain

Bowling a concern before WC says a disappointed Mithali Raj after fourth ODI loss to NZ

Teenager Richa Ghosh’s

counter-attacking 52 off 29

balls was the only silver

lining in an otherwise

disastrous performance

which has now led to five

defeats on this tour including

the one-off T20.

Amelia Kerr 
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