
Vinay.pande@timesgroup.com

T
imes NIE-IMS Learning
held  a webinar on ‘New Ed-
ucation Policy: Study pat-
tern and effective learning
strategy’ where experts sug-

gested students develop potentialities
not only in academics, but in all oth-
er aspects.

Technology has given the world
access to excessive information dur-
ing these unusual times and adapted
new ways to connect. As a leading stu-
dent edition, Times NIE has been the
forerunner in providing innovative so-
lutions and support to school frater-
nity through thoughtfully designed,
engaging and interactive programs.

With the evolving dynamics of the
education ecosystem, the Times NIE
partnered with IMS Learning Re-
sources Private limited and held a we-
binar for teacher counsellors and sen-
ior faculty on the topic ‘New Educa-
tion Policy: Study pattern and effec-
tive learning strategy’.

The panelists for the event were
professor Balaram Pani, dean of Col-
leges, University of Delhi; professor
Hrushikesh Senapaty, former director
of NCERT and Kamlesh Sajnani, man-
aging director - IMS Learning Re-
sources Pvt Ltd. Each shared vital in-
sights about National Education Pol-
icy (NEP) and Central Universities
Common Entrance Test (CUCET).

NEP Implementation
Speaking on NEP’s challenges profes-
sor Senapaty said, “Implementation
of NEP will be a big challenge before
us. Since we are in the 21st century, we
will make the curriculum competen-
cy-based to assess children in a much
better way and develop skills accord-
ingly.” According to him the new age
classrooms will be more vibrant. He
said, “From a pedagogical perspective,

classrooms will become more vibrant
and our children will get an opportu-
nity to learn, experience, and partici-
pate in different activities. NEP is not
only about students, teachers
will be greatly benefited from
the implementation. The
teacher education program
will be integrated to prepare
quality teachers by enhanc-
ing skills and competencies.
For that, people looking for-
ward to choosing teaching as
a career have to go through
an entrance test.”

The role of CUCET
Explaining the process of CUCET,
professor Pani said, “Delhi Univer-
sity is the biggest university and In-

dia where admission process is based
on merit. Students from different
states and educational backgrounds
like CBSE, State Boards, etc apply for

admission. To eliminate com-
plexities, make admission
process easy and equate per-
spectives of different states,
CUCET is held.” He added
this year the entrance test
will be complementary to the
NEP which will be conduct-
ed by National Testing
Agency (NTA).

Kamlesh Sajnani, managing di-
rector – IMS shared a birds’ eye view
on the progression of the education
sector. He spoke about the collective
contribution all the educators have
made towards strong nation-build-
ing through education. He also

stressed takeaways of the new budg-
et, which were Academic credit bank,
vocational guidance, digital univer-
sities, and increasing the Gross En-
rolment Ratio (GER). Talking about
the importance of GER he compared
the huge gap between India at 26 per
cent and China at 45 per cent. He be-
lieved that NEP will encourage, en-
able and empower the Indian popu-
lation. He discussed lengths about
the various positive announcements
Government of India made for the
education sector.

The discussion was enlightening
for all the participants as they shared
their views in the end. The webinar
saw a participation of over 610 par-
ticipants and ended with a vote of
thanks to all the esteemed panelists
and educators.
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E
ComBat 2022, the second
national level online edi-
tion of the annual com-
merce fest was organised

by the Commix Club of Ahlcon
Public School, Mayur Vihar on
January 21 and 22. Over 15 schools
and 50 teams participated pan In-
dia with Tomas Piccinini, pro-
gram officer with UQ’s Ventures
team as the first-ever interna-
tional chief guest. A total of three
competitions were included
namely, ‘Meme Marketing’, ‘Face
to Face’, and ‘Comic Strip’.

The digital event streamed
live on YouTube began with the
obeisance to the Almighty fol-
lowed by the introduction of the
judges, our alumni. All the
guests were welcomed by the

principal, Ahlcon Public School
who shared his best wishes for
the teams. Tomas Piccinini, the
chief guest for the day, empha-
sised making dreams a reality
and starting early in entrepre-
neurship as a student.

The event was declared open

by the President of the Club,
Gouri Gupta. The event ‘Face to
Face’ was conducted on the very
same day whereas the other two
competitions were held over four
days preceding the day of the
opening ceremony. The winners
were announced during the clos-
ing ceremony the next day which
began with the speech by all the
respective judges who congratu-
lated all the participants and mo-
tivated the students to learn as
much as possible through prac-
tical experience and internships.

The overall champion’s tro-
phy was bagged by Delhi Public
School, Noida. The event culmi-
nated with a vote of thanks read
by the vice-president of the club,
Hardik Rastogi.

Ahlcon holds annual commerce fest

YASHIKA
KANOJIA, 
class IV C,
Sumermal

Jain Public
School,

Janakpuri

T
he Disaster Management
Committee of St Michael's
Sr Sec School, Pusa Road,
New Delhi organised a we-

binar for the students of classes IX
Ruby, Emerald and Diamond on Jan-
uary 29. The topic was 'Safety in
Schools' and it was conducted by
Samson Ponselvan JK. The webi-
nar’s link was shared by Francis
and the meet was attended by the
school coordinators, teachers and
the students.

The Committee's head, P Judy
gave the instructions to the stu-
dents. The webinar began with
the formal introduction, prayer

and welcoming of the resource
person by P Judy, Jochina and
Manoj respectively.

Thereafter, Samson addressed
the students and staff as he spoke
on the importance of safety skill,
the ‘ABC of Safety’ and the four
high-risk elements namely water,
internet, fire and electricity.

The highlight of the webinar
was the presentation of three short
stories explaining how lives could
be saved with the efforts of young
students. The programme came to
an end with the vote of thanks pro-
posed by Swati.

Webinar on safety in schools

Look within,
see the garden
The garden- 
named soul.
Watch the flowers in
the breeze 
Spread its fragrance.
Isn’t it soothing to feel
the fresh breeze 
within?

To feel blessed to 
be gifted.

Imagine-
Things won't be like
this during a 
A year or two if
polluting is all we do,
Take charge of
the things

Q: While NEP looks brilliant
concept on paper, will

the implementation go to be
as smooth?  (Prerna Anand,
Bal Bharati Public School,
Pitampura to Professor
Hrushikesh Senapaty)
Answer: Indeed, implementa-
tion of NEP will be challeng-
ing but we can also convert
this into opportunity. It'll be
wrong to think that only the
PM or the Education Minister
will be given the task of
implementation, the responsi-
bility will be on teachers to
effectively execute the policy.
Teachers are the ones who
bring transformation in class-
rooms, teaching patterns,
effective learning, and create
a holistic environment hence,
and participation of counsel-
lors will make it smooth. 

Q: Will the common
entrance test also be

held in different languages?
Will English not be a common
medium then? (Mamta Singh,
DPPS, Safdarjung Enclave,
TGT (Eng) to Professor
Balaram Pani)
Answer: The NTA has decided
that CUCET will be held in 6

to 7 regional languages and
it'll be a Multiple Choice
Question. In a meeting, it was
decided to implement NEP at
Delhi University and around
22 languages will be included
in it. The exams will also be
categorised as per the stu-
dents' choice. 

Q: How would the NEP
2020 help facilitate

accomplishing the intended
outcome? (Priyanka Sikri,
KIIT World, Pitampura to
Kamlesh Sajnani)
Answer: NEP doesn't only
want to inculcate bookish
knowledge but bring about a
change in thought process
too. The curriculum allows
students to ask questions
which makes it a 2-way
interactive or you can say
learning process. It has also
given teachers the liberty to
teach in the manner they
want to and enhance the
value of the program. Every
aspect, be it academics or
vocational will interconnect
students' ability to think and
perform which will boost the
critical, logical, and numeri-
cal reasoning skills.

LEARNING BEYOND ACADEMICS
QUESTION AND ANSWERS

“We aim to inculcate problem-
solving ability, critical think-

ing, and communication in our
students and encourage them
to have a more innovative and

creative approach.”
Professor

Hrushikesh Senapaty

“To eliminate complexi-
ties, make admission

process easy and
equate perspectives of
different states, CUCET

is held.”
Professor Balaram Pani

“With the coming of the dig-
ital era, it makes it

extremely necessary for
everyone to be fundamental-
ly and numerically literate.

In this regard, NEP will bring
a positive change.”

Kamlesh Sajnani

W
hen Shakespeare wrote 
‘fair is foul and foul is fair’, he
has proved himself to be a

poet "of all times". The world has
encountered a deadly monster in the
form of a virus and life has gone
topsy-turvy. The students of the so-
called ‘quarantined generation’
respond like children stranded on an
enchanted island. Their traits at
times, remind us of William Golding's
‘Lord of the Flies’. But even when we
point our fingers at the drastic
change in their behaviour, we fail to
realise the reason. Character mould-
ing which once happened within the
school campus has narrowed down
to an online platform. Children are
glued to the screen and they are
deprived of bonding. This dearth of

interaction has brought in
a divide in their character.
They are unable to discern
or comprehend the 'real'
and the 'virtual'. Addiction
to online games makes the
situation even worse. The
students who are unable
to perform academically
well tend to be inclined to
games in which they can gain things
through hook or by crook. Parents
and teachers are equally baffled and
in a dilemma. 
But, we cannot leave our children
unattended as they need guidance
and are the architects of tomorrow.
The only thing we can do to turn
them away from the digital world is
by making them recognise the beau-

ty of the 'real world'.
Let us teach them that
it is good to share
their emotions with
parents and teachers.
Tell them it is okay to
fail in an attempt to
savour the sweetness
of success later. Guide
them on the impor-

tance of empathy over sympathy.
Let us thus foster values to the
'quarantined' before it’s too late. 
"Yours is the Earth and everything
that's in it,
And-which is more-you'll be a Man,
my son!"
ABJA G RASHEED, Teacher of English,

Loyola School, Sreekariyam,
Thiruvananthapuram

Everybody looks up to someone or other in life.
For me it's my elder brother, Sabarish Krish-
nan. Aged 20 years, he is moving on to his

third year of college. Most things I have learnt over
the past years were  taught by him, my dear broth-
er— games, about different films, books, latest songs
and what not. If my brother was not there to guide
me, my life would have been pretty boring! 

There are moments when my brother is the most
irritating person on this planet and sometimes, I
feel that he is bossy! But, I also know that he loves

me a lot and is very protective about
me. He has taken me to many of his
hangouts with his friends when-
ever I had asked him to. I have
learnt many important values such
as honesty, time management, hard
work and sacrifice from my broth-
er. I have seen my brother work very
hard through his important as-

signments and patiently answer my never-ending
questions. My parents tell me that he is my best
friend and parents rolled into one. This dear friend
has  taught me how to be respectful to others around
me even if I disagree with what they are saying. And
most importantly he makes me laugh… He is my
first friend, is always my rock, my biggest fan and
worst critic, my shield and mentor.
Gauri Rajalakshmi Krishnan, class IV, The Choice
School, Tripunithura, Ernakulam

Foster values in the ‘quarantined’

Birds chirping in 
the sky
Leaves swinging in 
the wind
Oh it's a wonderful
world I see
Oh what a beautiful world!
Look around, look around.

Step out and play in the sun
The beauty all around me is
so exciting and fun.
I see a wonderful world
around me.
Aditi Parthasarathy, class II, St

Peter's Sr Sec School,
Kadayiruppu, Ernakulam

ENJOY THE BEAUTY AROUND YOU

On a windy day,
I walked home in rain,
With a burning pain. 

A question I fancied 
so long,
Resonated within me, 
a song.
The path seemed lone;
And I, a traveller forlorn. 

The song was eerie;

Its silent tune haunted and
closed in on me, like the dark.
I searched for my way in vain.
But then, I heard 
another song;
A song of light and hope;
A song as comforting as a

good friend's voice;
Or a mother's affectionate hug.
It gave me courage to walk again.
Devananda M, class X, Kendriya
Vidyalaya SAP, Thiruvananthapuram

He is my rock, my mentor

LISTEN TO THE SONG OF HOPE

INTROSPECTION

Of the little do’s and don’ts.

Seize the night,
Seize the day.
Make the change, feel 
the presence
Of the breathing 
nature around.

Things won't always be 
this manner.
Thousands of people 
are affected,
In this life, we hear 
them loud 
They seem to be weary 
but hopeful
Working relentlessly 
to make the 
Earth –a planet to treasure
for generations to come.

Who cares about the wealth?
Help me, to help you…To-
gether we can help 
each other.
Let’s show the world what
we can do.

HARDIT BUDDHIRAJA, class VI

Vivek Summit

Newspaper in
Education



Q1: Who is the highest wicket-
taker in T20 International?     

a. Shahid Afridi

b. Sanath Malinga

c. Shakib Al Hasan

d. Tim Southee

Q2: Which tennis player has
held the No. 1 position in

ATP rankings for the longest
number of weeks?       
a. Roger Federer

b. Novak Djokovic

c. Pete Sampras 

d. Ivan Lendl 

Q3: The 2022 Australian Open
women’s single was Ashleigh

Barty’s  _____ Grand Slam singles title
a. 1st

b. 5th

c. 3rd

d. 2nd

Q4: Arif Khan, the only Indian
at the  2022 Winter

Olympics in Beijing, is a ______       
a. Ski jumper

b. Alpine skier

c. Figure skater

d. Snowboarder

Q5: India’s singles challenge at
the Bengaluru Open ATP

Challenger came to an end after
Prajnesh Gunneswaran lost to

_______  
a. Jiri Vesely   b. Enzo Couacaud

c. Cem Ilkel   d. Evgeny Donskov

Q6: Who become the first
player to win both the

women’s singles and doubles event
at the French Open since 2000.      
a. Katerina Siniakova

b. Barbora Krejcikova

c. Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova

d. Maria Sakkari

Q7: Who is the first Indian to
win the Badminton World

Championships?
a. Saina Nehwal

b. Prakash Padukone

c. P V Sindhu

d. Srikanth Kidambi

Q8: Who is the only Indian
women’s hockey player to

score a hat-trick at the Olympics?     

a. Vandana Katariya

b. Gurjit Kaur

c. Navneet Kaur

d. Udita Duhan 

Q9: Which country did the Indian
men’s hockey team beat in

their first match in the FIH Hockey
Pro League 2021/22 campaign?
a. South Africa

b. Spain

c. France

d. Argentina

QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS: 1 c. Shakib Al Hasan

2 a. Roger Federer   3 c. 3rd

4 b. Alpine skier   5 a. Jiri Vesely

6 b. Barbora Krejcikova   7 c. P V Sindhu

8 a. Vandana Katariya   9 c. France

E
verton claimed its second
win since September in
the English Premier
League by beating Leeds
3-0 to move five points
clear of the relegation

zone on Saturday.
Goals from Seamus Coleman,

Michael Keane and Anthony Gordon
steered Everton to victory in its first
home league game under Frank Lam-
pard.

The Toffees went 2-0 up in the first
half via headers from defenders Cole-
man and Keane in the 10th and 23rd min-
utes, respectively.

HIT THE CROSSBAR
Leeds striker Rodrigo hit the crossbar
in between and did so again late in the
first half, before Richarlison’s 78th-
minute strike deflected in off Gordon
to wrap up the win.

It was another morale-boosting
Goodison Park display from Everton, a
week on from the 4-1 defeat of Brent-
ford in the FA Cup. In between was a 3-
1 loss at Newcastle on Tuesday.

The win took the 16th-placed Ever-

ton to within a point of Marcelo Biel-
sa’s 15th-placed Leeds.

VOCIFEROUS 
BACKING

Roared on by a vociferous support, Ever-
ton was lively from the off, with Dominic
Calvert-Lewin — back in the starting
lineup after injury — playing in Gor-
don, who was challenged by Luke Ayling
as he tried to shoot and saw Illan Mes-
lier grab the ball.

Gordon then drilled an effort at Mes-
lier from outside the box, before Leeds
were forced into an early change as Stu-
art Dallas was replaced by Leo Hjelde.

HAND TO NOD
A minute later Everton was in front
when Donny van de Beek, making his
first start on loan from Manchester Unit-
ed, produced a low cross, Calvert-Lewin
slid in with Diego Llorente to meet it
and as the ball bobbled up, Coleman was
on hand to nod in from close range.

After the delirium of that moment,

the Goodison faithful was almost si-
lenced in the 18th as Rodrigo’s dipping
strike cracked against the bar.

The noise then cranked up again
when Gordon delivered a corner from
the right and Keane rose to head past
Meslier. Lampard jumped for joy on the
sidelines.

CURLING SHOT
Rodrigo repeated his earlier trick in
first-half stoppage time, rattling the bar
once again with a curling shot.

Bielsa opted to make two adjust-
ments at the break, bringing on Tyler
Roberts and Adam Forshaw for Raphin-
ha and Mateusz Klich, but it was Ever-
ton again on the attack in the opening
moments of the second half as Gordon’s
shot looped into Meslier’s arms.

Rodrigo lashed a shot into the stands
at the other end, while Lampard sent
on Dele Alli for Calvert-Lewin.

Soon after that change, Everton ex-
tended its advantage, Gordon ensuring
that Richarlison’s fine effort from just
outside the box found the bottom cor-
ner. AP

I ndia all-rounder Deepak
Chahar, who was among
the top picks on Indian

Premier League (IPL) mega
auction Day 1, said he always
wanted to play for Chennai Su-
per Kings (CSK).

Chahar on Saturday got
acquired by CSK for ̀ 14 crores
in the mega auction. For Cha-
har, a bidding war took
place between CSK and
Rajasthan Royals and
the pacer ultimately
went to Chennai.

“Really happy to be
back in CSK and thank
you so much Mahi bhai
(MS Dhoni) and man-
agement for showing
faith in me. I could-
n’t imagine play-
ing for another
team. I only want-
ed to play for CSK,"
Chahar said in a
video posted by CSK
on Twitter.

Day 1 of the Indian
Premier League (IPL),
2022 mega auction saw Is-

han Kishan, Shreyas Iyer and
Deepak Chahar among top
picks.

Kishan was picked by
Mumbai Indians for ` 15.25
crore, while Chahar was sold
to Chennai Super Kings for
` 14 crore.

Kolkata Knight Riders
bought Iyer for ` 12.25 crore

and on the other hand,
Avesh Khan became
the most expensive
pick among the un-
capped players after
being bought for ` 10

crore by Luc-
know Super

Giants. ANI

TEAM MOVE FIVE-POINTS CLEAR OF 
EPL RELEGATION ZONE
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M anchester United’s poor form in the
Premier League continued on Satur-
day after the Red Devils played out a

1-1 draw against Southampton.
Jadon Sancho scored the goal for United,

while for Southampton, Che Adams got on the
scoring sheet. United is now in the fifth posi-
tion in the Premier League standings with 40
points from 24 games.

While, Southampton is in the 10th spot with
29 points from as many games.

In another game, Manchester City thrashed
Norwich City 4-0. For Pep Guardiola’s side, Ra-
heem Sterling scored a hattrick while Phil Fo-
den also registered a strike.

City is now in the top spot with 63 points
from 25 games, 12 points ahead of second-placed
Liverpool.

In other games, Everton defeated Leeds
United 3-0 while Brighton outclassed Watford
2-0. Brentford and Crystal Palace played out a
goalless draw. ANI

MAN-U DRAW AGAINST SOUTHAMPTON; MAN CITY STUN NORWICH CITY
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ALWAYS WANTED TO PLAY FOR
CSK: DEEPAK CHAHAR

One man practicing sportsmanship is far better than 50 preaching it.
Knute Rockne, American football player
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Prajnesh
Gunneswaran
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Everton’s
Donny van 

de Beek
celebrates

after the match
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Phil Foden of Manchester City celebrates his goal with team mates during the
Premier League match between Norwich City and Manchester City

John Isner has already been part
of the two longest matches in
Wimbledon history. Might as

well add the longest tiebreaker on the
ATP Tour, at his hometown event no
less. Reilly Opelka beat Isner 24-22 in

a second-set tiebreaker
to finish a victory that

put him in the final of
the inaugural Dallas
Open.

The second-seed-
ed Opelka sent a win-

ner down the line to se-
cure the 7-6 (7), 7-6 (22) win over Isner,
the No. 3 seed who lives about a mile
from the SMU tennis facility hosting
the event.

Opelka will face No. 4 seed Jenson
Brooksby, who saved four match points
in a 6-4, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (5) victory over sev-
enth-seeded Marcos Giron. Now, Opel-
ka is ranked No. 23 in the world. AP

T
op-seeded Stefanos Tsit-
sipas rallied past a qual-
ifier at the World Tennis
Tournament in Rotter-
dam to reach his first fi-

nal since the French Open last June.
Tsitsipas ended Czech qualifier Jiri

Lehecka's run by 4-6,6-4,6-2.He will face Fe-
lix Auger-Aliassime in Sunday’s final after
the third seed came back from one set down
to beat defending champion Andrey Rublev.

Two-hours battle
World No.4 Stefanos Tsitsipas dropped just
one set en route to the semi-finals. But he
was made to work hard against a pumped-
up Lehecka, who showed everyone why he
had upset World No. 12 Denis Shapovalov
on his main-draw debut at the start of the
week with an aggressive performance
against Tsitsipas. Tsitsipas said he did not
expect such an aggressive display from the
137th-ranked Lehecka.

“He was really pushing me," Tsitsipas
said. “I did not know what to expect, so I
was trying to figure out his patterns and
his game. He was playing incredibly well

after the first serve,pressing and attacking
like I had never seen before. I had to stay in
the match and I managed to survive."

Aged 20,Lehecka was the lowest-ranked
Rotterdam semi-finalist since 1995 and
Omar Camporese, who was ranked 225th.

Chasing maiden title
Meanwhile, Felix Auger-Aliassime got one
step closer to finally capturing his maid-
en tour-level title after an impressive come-
back win over defending champion An-
drey Rublev. The third seed seemed under
pressure for much of the semi-final clash
before accelerating to a 6-7(5), 6-4, 6-2 win.
Chasing a maiden ATP title, Auger-Alias-
sime hit 41 winners, including 11 aces, and
won 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-2. It was his first win over
Rublev.

There are just two places between
World No. 7 Rublev and No. 9 Auger-Alias-
sime in the ATP Rankings and a tight en-
counter reflected that. But the Canadian
found a way to raise his game at big mo-
ments to secure his first win over the Russ-
ian. AGENCIES

TSITSIPAS MADE TO WORK HARD
RALLIES PAST CZECH
QUALIFIER TO REACH
ROTTERDAM FINAL, 
FIRST SINCE LAST JUNE

OPELKA BEATS ISNER 
AT DALLAS OPEN


