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PM Modi calls start-
ups backbone of new
India, declares Jan

16 as 'National
Startup Day'

P rime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said that startups
are going to be the backbone

of new India, and said that January 16
will be celebrated as 'National Startup
Day'. "Start-ups are going to be the
backbone of new India. When India com-
pletes 100 years of independence,
startups will have an important role.
Country's innovators are making the
country proud globally," the Prime
Minister said during his interaction with
startups across different sectors.

India is continuously
strengthening its

image as the world's
largest millennial market.
Our needs and potential—
right from a rural economy
to Industry 4.0, are unlim-
ited. The startup ecosys-
tem liberates entrepre-
neurs, innovation from
government processes,
and bureaucratic silos. No
wonder, this decade is
being called the 'techade'
of India
Narendra Modi, PM

As 'Virat' innings end,

A
fter Virat Kohli’s sudden resigna-
tion, the spotlight turned to his
likely successor as India’s Test
captain on Sunday, with white-ball
skipper Rohit Sharma and KL

Rahul favourites to take over the high-pressure
job. Kohli, 33, shocked the cricket-crazy nation on
Saturday by stepping down, following the team's
2-1 series loss in South Africa. Rohit, 34, took
over the Twenty20 job from Kohli, following India's

World Cup exit, and later, replaced him as captain
in the 50-over format as well. KL Rahul led India
in the second South Africa Test after Kohli missed
the match due to injury. The 29-year-old Rahul will
also be named captain for the upcoming three
one-day matches in South Africa after Rohit, who
has had fitness issues, failed to recover from an
injury. Other names in contention include, Rishabh
Pant, who scored an unbeaten 100 — albeit for a
losing cause — in the third Test in Cape Town.

' K I N G '  K O H L I ' S  I N N I N G S  A S  I N D I A  C A P T A I N

1The superstar bats-
man, who took over
from Dhoni in 2015,

walks away as India's most-
successful TTest lleader, wwith
40 wwins aand 117 llosses iin 668
Tests aas ccaptain

2Under him a team
ranked seventh
when he was

appointed, rose tto tthe ttop
of tthe wworld TTest rrankings,
notching a first-ever series
win in Australia in 2019

4Kohli has the most
Test wwins aat hhome ffor
India aas ccaptain.

India's victory against New
Zealand at the Wankhede
Stadium last year was Kohli's
24th Test win at home

A TEST FOR INDIA:
SUCCESSOR SEARCH

3Kohli holds the record for most-
Test aappearances aas IIndia TTest
captain ((68) and he also holds the

record for most Test wins by an Indian
captain (40). Only Graeme Smith, Ricky
Ponting, and Steve Waugh have won more
matches than Kohli as captain in Test

Indian Army unveils new combat uniform
T he Indian Army

on Saturday
unveiled a new

combat uniform that is
comfortable, climate-
friendly and features a
digital disruptive pat-
tern. A contingent of
commandos of
Parachute regiment,
wearing the new uni-
forms, took part in the
Army Day parade that
was conducted at the
Cariappa ground in 
New Delhi.

 The uniform, which features
a mix of colours, including
olive and earthen, has been
designed taking into consider-
ation aspects like areas of
deployment of the troops and
climatic conditions in which
they operate

 The new uniform has been
designed after analysing
combat uniforms of armies
of various other countries,
in association with the
National Institute of Fashion
Technology, sources said

 This uniform is more com-
fortable and it would be worn
in all types of terrains

 The digital disruptive pat-
tern is designed with the help
of computer aid, sources said

 The shirt in the new uniform
does not have to be tucked in
the trouser, the sources said.
The shirt in the old uniform
had to be tucked in.

 The new uniforms would not
be available in the open 
market 

CBSE set to conduct
class X, XII phase-2
Board exams amid
Covid surge

A
s exams across the coun-
try have been scrapped in
view of the surging
Covid-19 cases, the CBSE

Board and the Union ministry of edu-
cation are all set to conduct the Term
2 of the Xth and XIIth Board examina-
tions, the first phase of which were
held in November-December, 2021, and
the second phase is scheduled to be
conducted in March-April.

1 The chances of the sec-
ond term of the board
examination getting can-

celled this year are very slim,
as health experts had earlier
mentioned that the third wave
is under control

2 However, students who
decide to skip the exams
will be graded on the

basis of their first term's test
results

3 The duration of the sec-
ond phase of exams will
be of two hours and the

questions will be subjective

Education

T o better cope with all the disappointing
news this winter about rising Covid-19
cases and so much else, you might want

to get out and play, according to a new report.
The large-scale study of almost 200,000 cross-
country skiers in the US found that being physi-
cally-active halves the risk of developing clinical
anxiety over time. Researchers said, almost any
kind of aerobic activity likely helps in protecting
us against excessive worry and dread— a cheering
thought as we face yet another grim pandemic
season.

T
he Budget Session of Parliament
will commence on January 31
with the address of the
President to both the Houses

and conclude on April 8, the Lok Sabha

Secretariat said on Friday. The Union Budget
for 2022-23 will be presented on February 1.
 The Economic Survey will be tabled on
January 31 after the President's address,
the Lok Sabha Secretariat said in a bulletin.

 The first part of
the session will
conclude on
February 11. After
a month-long
recess, the part
two of the session
would begin from
March 14 and conclude on April 8
 The month-long recess is for allowing department-related par-
liamentary committees to examine budgetary allocations made to
their respective ministries and present their reports

Budget Session of Parliament
from January 31 to April 8

The Greta Thunberg Rainfrog, has distinctive
features that helps it to be identifiable from
rest by its “unusually prominent black eyes,
a contrasting light upper lip, commonly a
single conical to spine-like tubercle on the
upper eyelid, and a larger head”

A new species of rainfrog, discov-
ered in the Panama jungle, has
been named after the Swedish

environmental activist Greta Thunberg.
The species has been named as Pristi-
mantis gretathunbergae, or popularly
known as the Greta Thunberg Rain-
frog.The frog was originally discovered
in 2012, and was thought to be part of al-
ready categorised Pristimantis family.
However, recent DNA analysis confirmed
that the frog is a new species.

Scientists name new
species of rainfrog after

Greta Thunberg

Yes, it's true. Even 30
mins of brisk walking
can boost your mood

Experiments show that when people start working
out, they typically grow calmer, more resilient,
happier and less apt to feel unduly sad, nervous
or angry than before

LIFESTYLE

Rohit Sharma, KL Rahul among favourites for Team India captain’s hat

Parachute regiment commandos in army’s new uniform
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LANGUAGE LAB
PICS: ISTOCK

P
ronunciation is the way
of producing a spoken
word, especially so that
it is accepted or general-
ly understood. Good pro-

nunciation means being under-
stood; not necessarily sounding like
you were born in New York or Lon-

don. Good pronunciation is not just
‘how words and letters sound’;
there are other equally important
features to consider, like intona-
tion (how the tone of voice changes
during a sentence, going up or
down), stress (which words and syl-
lables have more ‘weight’ when we

are speaking), and connected
speech – how words can sound dif-
ferent when they are joined to-
gether in natural speech. 

Here are six top tips for you to
practice and perfect your pronun-
ciation:

LEARN TO LISTEN
Before you learn how to speak, you’ll
need to learn how to listen. Some
sounds can be hard to tell apart
when you’re listening. Listening to
examples of authentic speech is the
most obvious way to improve your
own pronunciation. There are lots
of ways to do this – watch a film in
its original version, listen to pod-
casts about a topic that interests you
in English.

FOCUS ON
PHONEMES 
What are phonemes? Well, you may
have noticed that many letters are
pronounced differently on their own
than when they are used in words.
Many letters contain more than one
sound – “F” for instance is pro-
nounced “e fff ”. It can be helpful to
go back to basics and examine the
sounds used in English words.
Think about the letters ‘ough’ in the
words ‘though’, ‘through’, ‘tough’,
‘ought’. It would be impossible to
guess how to say those words with-
out some help. 

TRY SOME
TONGUE
TWISTERS 
If you can’t make
the sounds you
need to in order
to pronounce
English words,
then you might
need to
give your
m o u t h
a n d
tongue
muscles a
workout. One
great way to im-
prove your Eng-
lish skills is with
pronunciation ex-
ercises like
“tongue twisters”

— silly sentences that are extreme-
ly hard to pronounce on the first try. 

RECORD YOURSELF
Listen to the pronunciation a few
times, and then record yourself
speaking it. Some people also find
it helpful to practice in front of a
mirror, where you can check to
make sure the shape of your mouth
and lips are correct. Play both back,
listen carefully for what needs cor-
recting, and try again.

DICTIONARIES ARE
YOUR FRIENDS
When things get tough, dictionar-
ies are there to help. It’s always good
to keep one handy, especially if you
have a smartphone. The Merriam-
Webster dictionary app is a great ex-
ample that includes a simple but
very effective pronunciation guide
for every word.

Queries relating to 
language skills
Do you find grammar confusing? Do you
get stuck with words when writ-
ing a letter, an
essay or a blog?
Do you have a
fear of pub-
lic speak-
ing? Or do
you simply
want to
improve your
communication skills?
Times NIE is here to help
you to master the intrica-
cies of the English lan-
guage. Just shoot us
your queries on
toinie175@gmail.com

D
ickens was a prolific writer
— during his career, he
wrote 26 major works and
hundreds of other minor
works, including short

stories, sketches, articles,
speeches, plays, poetry, and
letters. Through his major
novels, he introduced the

world to hun-

dreds of captivating characters with
evocative names like Copperfield,
Cratchit, Fezziwig, Havisham,
Micawber, Pickwick, Scrooge, Squeers,

Turveydrop and Twist to name
just a few. The total number

of words used in all of Dickens’
work is an astounding 4.6
million. He certainly intro-

duced many original words and
phrases to readers around the

world:

BBaahh  HHuummbbuugg::  An exclama-
tion of irritation or dis-

gust. First appeared in
A Christmas Carol

(1843) –“Bah,” said
Scrooge, “Humbug.”
BBoorreeddoomm:: The state of

feeling disinterested. First appeared
in Bleak House (1852).
DDoooorrmmaatt:: Used metaphorically, a per-
son who is treated poorly. First
appears in Great Expectations (1861).
DDeevviill--mmaayy--ccaarree::  Reckless; careless or
jovial and rakish in manner; seems to
come from the saying, “The devil may
care but I don’t.” – “Not that this
would have worried him much, any-
way — he was a mighty free and easy,
roving, devil-may-care sort of person,
was my uncle, gentlemen. 
– The Pickwick Papers.
AAbbuuzzzz::  Characterised by excessive
gossip or activity.
RRaammppaaggee:: Destructive or violent
behaviour by person or group. First
appeared in Great Expectations
(1860).

MMaarrpplloott::  “A meddlesome, though well-
meaning, person who unwittingly
spoils the plans of others.” This word,
used in Our Mutual Friend, was based
on the name of a character from an
18th century play who exemplified
those “meddlesome” qualities.
SSllaanngguullaarr::  A perfect invention of
Dickens’ own, it shows up in Bleak

House in discussing one character’s
verbal “strength lying in a slangular
direction” or leaning (at an angle)
toward slang.
CChhaaddbbaanndd::  An obsequious hypocrite.
Based on Mr Chadband, a preacher.
First appeared in Bleak House (1852).
FFlluummmmooxx::  To bewilder. First appeared
in Pickwick Papers (1836-37). 

1. THE FIRST WORD: THE
SEARCH FOR THE ORIGINS
OF LANGUAGE
This is a book about words and lan-

guage and
evolution.
Christine
Kenneally,
the
author,
starts off
by
describing
how, sur-
prisingly
enough,
this sub-

ject was completely ignored by
linguistics for a really long time. One
of the big official international lin-
guistic bodies in the late 19th centu-
ry banned all study of the topic, say-
ing that it was unknowable. Even
when most intellectuals accepted
evolution was a fact, they figured it
was too hard to figure out whether
language itself had evolved.

2. THE GENIUS OF
LANGUAGE
This is a series of essays by writers,
mostly novelists. It’s about the way
they approach different languages.
All the authors are non-English
native speak-

ers who
have come
to write in
English and
now pre-
dominantly
write only
in English.
It’s differ-
ent writ-
ers telling
stories of

the inter-
face between the two languages in
their own minds, and in their own
cultures.

3. SHORT STORIES FOR
BEGINNERS BY OLLY

RICHARDS
Unlike all the
books in this
list, ‘Short
Stories for
Beginners’
focuses only on
captivating sto-
ries especially
designed for lan-
guage learners
from beginner to
intermediate level. This book gives a
good idea of what it’s like to learn a
foreign language by reading a book.
The ‘Short Stories’ books are avail-
able in 15 languages. Some of them
are French, Italian, English, German,
Russian and Spanish. Each book has
around eight stories from different
genres, from science 
fiction and crime to history and
thriller. 

4. LANGUAGE MYTHS
EDITED BY LAURIE BAUER
& PETER TRUDGILL

Peter Trudgill
and Laurie Bauer
are both respect-
ed linguists who
debunk 21 long-
held language
myths in this

book. One
important
step towards
fluency in any
language is to
know what popular beliefs
about language learning are
either true or false.

5. CONVERSATION-
ALLY SPEAKING BY
ALAN GARNER
This book offers tips for

improving your conversation skills
and reduc-
ing social
anxiety.
Advice cov-
ers areas
such as
the differ-
ent types
of ques-
tions that
you can
ask dur-
ing a con-

versation, how to listen well, and

how to receive compliments.

6. THE DEFINITIVE
BOOK OF BODY
LANGUAGE
‘The Definitive Book of Body
Language’ is a guide to under-
standing and learning how to
better manage non-verbal
communication behaviours.
Included are tips on how to

read other’s
emotions and
thoughts
through their
body language
and how to
ensure you
are

sending the right sig-
nals with your own
body language. As
most of what you say is
transmitted through
your body and tone of
voice, mastering the
art of body language
should be top on your
list when working on
interpersonal skills.

M
ost new words are actually old words in dif-
ferent forms or with fresh functions. We often
think about word formation as something that
happened centuries ago, but in fact, it’s
something that continues to this day.

Language is constantly evolving and expanding. 

HERE ARE 5 WAYS MOST NEW
WORDS ARE FORMED:

AAffffiixxaattiioonn:: Over half of the words in our language
have been formed by adding prefixes and suffixes to root
words. Recent coinages of this type include semi-celebrity,
subprime, awesomeness, and Facebookable.
BBlleennddiinngg:: A blend or a portmanteau word is formed by
merging the sounds and meanings of two or more other
words. Examples might include Frankenfood (a combination
of Frankenstein and food), pixel (picture and element),
staycation (stay and vacation).
CCoommppoouunnddiinngg:: A compound is a fresh word or expression
made up of two or more independent words: office ghost,
tramp stamp, breakup buddy, backseat driver. Phrases like
these will create a new, specific image separate from their
individual parts.
TTrruunnccaattiioonn oorr CClliippppiinngg:: Clippings are shortened forms of
words, such as blog (short for web log), zoo (from zoologi-
cal garden), and flu (from influenza). In many instances,
these clipped words will overtake their words of origin in
popular usage, to the point where the original words or

phrases become obsolete. 
BBaacckk-ffoorrmmaattiioonn:: Back-formation

occurs when a real or sup-
posed affix (that is, a pre-

fix or suffix) is removed
from a word to create
a new one. For exam-
ple, the original name
for a type of fruit
was cherise, but
some thought that

word sounded plural,
so they began to use

what they believed to be
a singular form, cherry,

and a new word was born.
The creation of the the verb

enthuse from the noun
enthusiasm is also an example

of a back-formation.

HISTORY HAS ITEASY LEARNING

YOUR ENGLISH
PRONUNCIATION

BEST WAYS TO IMPROVE HOW ARE
NEW WORDS 
BORN?SPEAK

SLOWLY: While
speaking slower will

probably be a bit
frustrating, giving yourself
time to consciously choose

the more accurate
pronunciations you have

studied makes them more
likely to stick in the

long-term 

We all know Charles Dickens is one of the most famous writers of all
time – but did you know he also invented some of the words he used to
write his classic novels? That’s right! 

DID YOU KNOW?

FAMOUS DICKENSIAN TERMS

BOOKS TO HONE YOUR
LANGUAGE SKILLS

GOOD READ


