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ECONOMIC SUPERCYCLE
I

ndia has entered a period of economic supercycle driven by a
decisive housing cycle turnaround, Jefferies, an investment
bank, said in a report. The Indian relative situation also stands
out among the emerging markets in Asia. Besides, data from

IMF suggests that India is likely to be the fastest growing Asian
economy in 2022 in real terms, and the only Asian economy to grow
in double digits in nominal terms...

WHAT
Referred to as a sus-

tained period of expan-
sion, a supercycle is usu-

ally driven by robust growth in demand for products
and services. According to experts, economic super-
cycles tend to produce strong, sustained demand for
raw and manufactured materials, such as metals and
plastic that exceeds what commodity producers can
supply. Supercycles, which are also good for stock
prices, are often associated with long-term periods
of growth for the commodity markets.

WHICH
types of commodi-
ties are most in
demand during a

supercycle? Economic supercycles tend to drive out-
sized demand for two types of commodities: indus-
trial metals and energy, both of which are crucial
inputs for the industrial economy. They include iron
ore, an essential component for making steel and
constructing commercial buildings and bridges; cop-

per, used to manufacture electrical equipment and
aluminum, a component of window frames, electrical
transmission lines, airplane parts, and other manu-
factured goods. Similarly, energy commodities,
including crude oil used for transportation and to
power machinery, coal purchased by electric utilities
to produce electricity, and natural gas, used by utili-
ties sometimes as a replacement for liquid fuels, to
generate electricity, are in high demand during a
supercycle period.

SOON, YOUR CAR CAN
BECOME YOUR PRIVATE

CINEMA LOUNGE

I n a bid to offer rear passengers
an entertainment experience,
leading German luxury car-maker

BMW Group has previewed an in-car
entertainment system for its future
models. At the Consumer Electronics
Show (CES) 2022, the company said
that ‘My Mode Theatre’ transforms
the rear of the interior into a private
cinema lounge with surround sound
and 5G connectivity with a panorama
display in 32:9 format.

 With the 31-inch display, 5G connec-
tivity, 8K resolution, surround sound
and individual streaming programme,
an unprecedented experience is creat-
ed that sets new standards for in-car
entertainment, the comany added
The large screen with a smart TV
function is extended out of the head-
liner on request by a sophisticated
rotary movement on two articulated
rails at the sides The BMW theatre
screen can be controlled by touch
operation or using touchpads integrat-
ed into the rear doors
To help deliver this bold innovation,
the company said, it selected Amazon
Fire TV to bring together the content
and technology that makes seamless
in-vehicle entertainment experiences
possible

The last major economic supercycle began around
2002 when China entered an extended period of eco-
nomic growth. The rapid industrialisation and urbanisa-
tion of that country, combined with China's acceptance
into the World Trade Organisation, catalysed a 
supercycle

X-PLAINED

HEAD START
10 simple, easy-to-follow ideas
to help you thrive in 2022 

GO GREEN
Can frozen food cut down your
carbon footprint and food
wastage? We tell you the basics
of freezing food

HEALTH
Say yes to soy

 FITNESS 
Get winter toned
by changing your
fitness routine to
suit the weather
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Learn all about
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INTO THE

70 years after
extinction, cheetahs to
return to Indian jungles

T he 
introduction
of cheetahs

in India, which are
extinct for at least 70
years now, will not
just manage them as
metapopulation, but
the environment min-
istry also plans to use
cheetah to ultimately
restore open spaces
and enhance capacity
for carbon sequestra-
tion as mitigation tool
towards climate
change.

About 12-14 cheetahs (8-10
males and 4-6 females)
from various
parks/reserves/areas that
are ideal for establishing a
new cheetah population
would be imported as
required from South
Africa/Namibia /other
African countries, as a
founder stock for five years
initially and then as may be
required 

Grammy Awards postponed
indefinitely as Omicron spreads

Nominations for the awards
were announced in November.
Pianist and bandleader Jon
Batiste led a field that
spanned rap to jazz music and
embraced newcomers from
teen-pop sensation Olivia
Rodrigo to veteran crooner
Tony Bennett, 95, who won his
first Grammy in 1963

This year's Grammy
Awards ceremony ho-
nouring top perform-

ances in music has been
postponed indefinitely be-
cause of the rapid spread of
the Omicron variant of the
coronavirus, the organisers
said on Wednesday. The
show  was scheduled to take
place at an arena in down-
town Los Angeles and broad-
cast live on the CBS network
on Jan 31.

The 2021 Grammy
awards also were post-
poned because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. The
ceremony was staged in
March instead of
January and included a
mix of pre-recorded and
live segments in front of
a small, socially dis-
tanced crowd

T he Centre will soon begin issuing e-passports for
all citizens. "India to soon introduce next-gen
ePassport for citizens," the ministry of external

affairs secretary Sanjay Bhattacharyya said in a tweet. The
MEA secretary said the passports would be secure with bio-
metric data and will enable smooth passage through immi-
gration posts globally.

 According to previous reports, the microchip embed-
ded in the passport will hold all vital information relat-
ed to the passport holder’s biometric data, as well as
security features that will disallow unauthorised data
transfer through RFID (radio-frequency identification).
 The upgraded documents are equipped to deter

identity theft, forgery, and also
enhance connectivity for a stream-

lined immigration process
 The chip at the front of

the passport will come with
an internationally-recog-
nised logo meant for e-
passports

INDIANS TO SOON GET 
E-PASSPORTS: MINISTRY
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

C
ES is one of the
largest trade fairs in
the world, and
despite the rise in

Omicron cases, prompting
Amazon and Google to drop out,
the show has opened its doors to
thousands of visitors. Here are five
of the most unexpected, unusual and
fascinating inventions unveiled on the
first day of the massive show...

ROBOT CAT THAT NIPS
YOUR FINGERS
A robotic cat, called Amagami Ham Ham by

Yukai Engineering, can nibble
your fingers, which the firm
says is based on the idea
that we all have a secret
desire to have our fingers
nibbled. The concept is
designed to be a stress
reliever, and is driven by
an algorithm that produces
20 different nibbling pat-
terns. This means that

every time you put your fin-
ger in its mouth, you'll get a different nibble
than the time before, claim its developers. 

METAVERSE BODY
SUIT
Panasonic subsidiary, Shiftall, has

announced a range of
products designed
to help users
immerse them-
selves in the meta-
verse. From the
MeganeX VR head-
set to Pebble Feel
metaverse-linked
wearable heating
and cooling device,

and Mutalk microphone
that is metaverse compatible, it takes
you to a different world altogether.

SONY ELECTRIC SUV
Vision-S 02, the electric SUV has sensors all over its body, including
CMOS image and LiDAR sensors for
its driver assistance system. The
vehicle will also have 5G connectivi-
ty to enable over-the-air updates
and remote operation, which Sony is
currently working on with its
partners.

HEALTH TRACKING
LIGHTBULB

US-based startup, Sengled, unveiled a
smart lightbulb that makes use of
radar sensors and bluetooth to
provide health tracking informa-

tion on people in a room. Without
having to wear any other devices, the

bulb can track a user's heart rate,
body temperature and sleep patterns. 

RACING 'CARCOPTER'
French company Maca announced plans to
test its eco-friendly £665,000 hydrogen-
powered 'carcopter' on racetracks this year.
It will have a top speed of 155mph, does not
create any CO2 emissions and is fully recy-
clable, according to the firm.

Top five weird and
wonderful inventions

unveiled at CES 
2022 so far

WHY
do ssupercycles mmatter?
They can fuel inflation;
the rally threatens to

raise the cost of goods— from sandwiches to
skyscrapers. Commodity booms can have
huge consequences for the interplay of
money and power. Such cycles can impact
wars and border disputes, and change the
course of history



Step-1 Step-2

Step-6Step-5

Step-3 Step-4

1) SGTEGIB
a. Bottle b. Bristle

c. Biggest d. Bloom

2) SEENITTNI
a. Daylight b. Trim

c. Taster       d. Intestine

3) MOAPYNC
a. Computer b. Communicator

c. Company d. Castor

4) ELASPE
a. Parent b. Pigeon

c. Plague d. Please

Answers: 1) c, 2) d, 3) c, 4) d

Riding with the

Riddle

Answer: Neem

Choose correctly to com-
plete these statements on
January. 

1 January is named after
the ancient Roman deity 

A) Janus B) Juno 
C) Juturna D) Juventas

2 January 26 is celebrated
as Liberation Day in

A) Netherlands B) Nicaragua 
C) Ukraine D) Uganda

JUST JANUARY

Answers:1) A. Janus 2) D. Uganda 3) B. Capricorn 

4) B. Education 5) C. October 6) D. 11

Idiom-etrics Editor
in the making

Observe these images below carefully, then weave a story around them in not
more than 150 words and give it a title. Ensure, reference of all images is there in
the story. Mail the story to us at toinie175@gmail.com.
The interesting one will be published in the edition.
Watch out for this space!!!

ciao!

hallo!
hello!

hola! Learn a 

Work sheet

GERMAN

1) Ich verstehe nicht
Meaning: I don't understand

2) Ich kann kein Deutsch
Meaning: I can't speak German

3) Wieviel kostet das?
Meaning: How much does that cost?

4) Prost!
Meaning: Cheers!

5) Gute Reise!
Meaning: Have a good trip!

PURVA PATEL
Art Educator

Bodakdev School For
Children, Ahmedabad

I am a natural herb with many uses. I
can purify the air around you and am
particularly sought after during
festivals. I can keep your hair and
teeth in good condition. I am
endowed with pesticidal and
insecticidal properties. The oil from
my seeds acts as an anti-
inflammatory agent and has
antimicrobial effects against several
types of bacteria, viruses, and fungi.

3 Zodiac signs for
January are Aquarius

and 
A) Cancer B) Capricorn 
C) Scorpio D) Sagittarius 

4 January 24 is the UN
International Day of

A) Economy         B) Education 
C) Employment    D) Environment

Draw the easy way

5 In common years,
January begins and

ends on the same day as
A) August       B) September 
C) October     D) November

6 A 2-minute silence is
observed on the

morning of January 30 at 
A) 8 B) 9
C) 10 D) 11

SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, teacher, Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

R
itika was strolling in her
backyard. The sun was shin-
ing brilliantly, casting a gold-

en ray on her cheek and raven-
black hair. She sat down on a
bench, which had been there for
years. Suddenly, an ominous blan-
ket of smog approached and cov-
ered the bright, blue sky. Ritika
rushed into her house. “Oof, what
horrible weather it is!” she sighed
and “Couldn’t Mother Nature be a
little more gracious and improve
the weather?”. Just then, her
mother, who had been eavesdrop-
ping on her murmurings, sat down
beside her daughter. “Ritika, the
smog isn’t Mother Nature’s fault.
The cause is us, the humans. We
pollute our beautiful surroundings.
So, why should we blame her?” she
explained as Ritika nodded. A few
moments later, the latter got up,
went to the backyard, and watered
her beloved Areca Palm. “Mom, by
taking care of this, I am contribut-
ing to a greener Earth.” Ritika
exclaimed joyfully.

NUMBER SERIES Who discovered the Symbol
Infinity "      "?

A) Fibonacci B) John Wallis
C) Andrew Wiles       D) Hypatia

Who discovered the laws of
the lever and pulley?

A) Carl Friedrich Gauss   B) Eratosthenes
C) Archimedes D) Grigori Perelman

FOR A GREENER
EARTH

TELL TALE
And the

winner is...
UTKARSHINI REDDY,

class V, NK  Bagrodia Public School,
Dwarka, New Delhi

(Choose the idiom that best suits
the situation)

WEAVE A STORY WITH PICTURES

Q:1 How will you say, " have a good
trip?

Q:2 How will you communicate that
you don’t know German?

Q:3 How will you ask, “How much
does that cost? ”

Q:4 How will you say, “Cheers!”

4
1

Who discovered Pythagoras
Theorem?

A) Pythagoras of Samos B) Democritus
C) Gorgias D) Archimedes

3

Scientist who was born on Pi
Day?

A) Isaac Newton B) Max Planck
C) Marie Curie D) Albert Einstein

2

Answer : D

S
apna was told to look through a pile of notebooks
and separate the old ones from those in use. Instead,
she pulled out the varied contents of the classroom

cupboard, all of which fell to the floor. When the teacher
checked on her progress, she found art materials and sta-
tionery items scattered untidily. Sapna had not even begun
the task she had been assigned.  

A. Make heavy weather of (something)
B. Keep one's weather eye open 
C. Be under the weather

Father of Algebra?
A) Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi
B) Abhari   
C) Abu Nasr-e Mansur 
D) Abu al-Hasan al-Ahwazi,

5

Answer : A

Answer : A

Answer: A

Answer: A

Answers:  1) Gute Reise!   2) Ich kann kein Deutsch  3) Wieviel kostet das?   4) Prost!

TRIVIA

A
n existing phrase became popular
after Barbara Streisand sang 'Don't
Rain On My Parade' in the 1964

stage musical, 'Funny Girl'. The song by
Bob Merrill and Julie Styne also featured
in the later movie version. 'Nobody, no,
nobody is gonna rain on my parade'
croons Streisand, declaring that 'life is
juicy' and she will enjoy it. 'To rain on
(someone's) parade' is to ruin a person's
moment of glory.

Answer : B

SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, teacher, Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

S
harad was delighted with his
physics results until his teacher
informed him that she had inad-

vertently given him extra marks.

A. Rain on (someone's) parade

B. It never
rains but
it pours

C. Take a
rain check

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET

WIZARD’S CORNER
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7, 2022

Answer : C
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