
Spreading Christmas cheer

S
t. Martin’s Diocesan
School brought in
much cheer to the lit-
tle community of Del-

hi’s less privileged children of
the slums of Pandhav Nagar
and Budh Nagar that they con-
tinue to nurture, hand in hand
with the Delhi Government’s
project, Slum to Harvard.

The Martiners experienced
the joy of sharing as they en-
deavoured to spread the joy of
Christmas to the little children,
expressing their love through
thoughtful ways and meaningful
gifts in the presence of Dr. Nitin
Shakya, the Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate, New Delhi District. The
little children reciprocated the
warmth, making the school proud
as they showcased what they have
learnt through the year through
passionate displays of love and
emotion.

Thus, the Martiners had an

extremely rewarding experience
as they rallied behind their Prin-
cipal K. Sudha who relentlessly
sought ways to ensure the
progress of the less fortunate in
the society. The astute leadership
ensured that each Martiner came
back grateful for what they are
blessed with, richly sensitized to
value the trivial things they have
overlooked thus far. True to the
School Motto Light begets Light,
the Light of Christmas has cer-
tainly spread on.

W
e live in a world
full of doubts.
Turn your head in
any direction,

look up and yikes! it is a doubt.
From securing ropes with dou-
ble knots to the way we turn
on the television, doubt has in-
filtrated every aspect of our
lives. Whether it's our rela-
tionship with someone next to
us or our ability to trust our-
selves. Doubt is an eternal fact.

In this doubtful world, we
often hear things like, ‘doubts
are deadly’, ‘self-doubting is a
disgrace’. I am not saying that
these suggestions are wrong,
what I am saying is that these
assertions are unreasoned.
There limitedly revolve around
the sphere of security versus
insecurity. These statements
ignore some fascinating inter-

pretations of doubt.
For instance, a 'healthy

doubt'.Healthy doubting is
simply checking your progress

every step of the way.
In the same way that 10 to

40 per cent of alcohol is es-
sential in your regular cough

syrup, a little bit of doubt is
also necessary for the drive of
your life.

Let’s take an example
Imagine you are in your Math
test and you get a problem. Con-
sidering the complexity of the
problem, it will require a lot of
revisions. In the end, the kind
of uncertainty ‘what if there's
a mistake’ proves to be very ben-
eficial. After all, accuracy is al-
ways better than immediacy.

The indecision before sub-
mitting the test which makes
you revise the answers all over
again is always better than los-
ing a couple of points over ‘sil-
ly mistakes’.

“Point a finger at yourself
so no one else does”.

The practice of doubt is of-
ten discouraged and criticised

when it should be empowered.
Having doubts generates cu-
riosity, curiosity spurs ques-
tions, and questions bring
about revolutions.

Doubt manifests itself in
many ways, including curios-
ity, scepticism, querying, and
hesitation. Encourage them
like any other endeavour so
that whenever you put your
foot down, you know it is the
best foot forward.
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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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KIIT World
School organ-
ised its annual

care and share program
with pomp and splen-
dour – ‘Spandan 2021’,
an occasion marked by
online festivities and
merry-making to cele-
brate Christmas and
herald the New Year
with new hope and as-
pirations.

The theme of the ac-
ademic year 2021-2022
was ‘Revelry with Re-
verberations’ where all
the stakeholders came
forward and supported
the noble cause of help-
ing the underprivileged
sections of society. The
care and share program
was not just confined to
the walls of the school

but was shared with the
community as well.

Apart from the dis-
tribution of dry ration,
goodie bags loaded with
love and warmth, teach-
ers and parents donat-
ed blankets to the needy.
The program began
with a soul-soothing
welcome dance. Aligned
with the vision of KIIT,
students presented their

harmonious choir per-
formance which was a
melody to the ears and
a warm welcome to
mark Christmas festiv-
ities. Addressing the au-
dience across various
digital platforms, Dr.
Sangeeta Bhatia, Prin-
cipal, wished them sea-
son’s greetings and end-
less joy.

Revelry with reverberation BELLS OF GAIETY CHIME AT ASN 

A
perfect example
of secularism is
set at ASN Int’l
School, Mayur

Vihar. Christmas cele-
brations were in full
swing as the school
marked the day with a
special assembly. One
could easily notice the ex-
citement of Christmas in
the students’ eyes.

They were eagerly
waiting for the Christmas
messages from their ‘Se-
cret Santa’ through a vir-
tual activity conducted in
classes, by the concerned
facilitators. Not only the
students sent mesmerising
Christmas wishes for their
besties, but also the teach-
ers celebrated it in school.

The celebration com-
menced by seeking the
blessings of the Almighty

followed by a special prayer
through candle lighting. A
student dressed as Santa
Claus caught everyone’s at-
tention by cheering and
singing songs of Christ-
mas, handing out gifts, can-
dies, and virtual hand-

shakes. School heads Shiv-
ani Khanna and Priyanka
concluded the celebration
by triggering the true
meaning of Christmas.
They also invoked the spir-
it of giving, which is more
rewarding than receiving.

Student's life 
The best part of one's life
Yes, it is school life!
Starting with school as a little kid
I remember it all, Oh! Yes I do...
All the tensions and
worries fade away
as I reach my school every day.
The pressure of studies is always on
but with the friends.
It fades away and is gone...
The scolding of the teachers, Oh my!

Makes us jump out of the seats and cry.
The bunking, the PT periods and all the
fun
Life without school is just not done.
I wonder what will happen,

when from the school I'll pass out
the memories will stay with

me throughout.

VANSH SINGHANIA, class IX-D

Maharaja Agrasen School, Pitampura

Curiosity leads to discovery

MAKE YOUR OWN MINI BOOK
THINGS REQUIRED

 A4 size paper   Scissors

 Sketchpens   Stencils

HOW TO GO ABOUT IT :

STEP 1 : Take an A4 size paper

STEP 2 : Fold it from the centre

STEP 3 : Fold it again as shown in the pic

STEP 4 : Using a scissors cut the paper
as shown in the pic

STEP 5 : Gently fold the paper in equal
parts

STEP 6 : The second half of the paper
can be easily folded in
the opposite direction

STEP 7 : The folds have
to be equal to ensure
that it looks like a book.

STEP 8 : Decorate the
first page of the book.
Your book is ready.

Guddu is a majestic 
Lion, the king of the jungle.
He cares for all his fellow

animals and considers them to be
friends. Guddu also heads a City
Circus in Falana Nagar to bring joy
and happiness to the animal’s
lives. The solo motive of Guddu’s
life is to entertain everyone. His
team included Veeru: The Rhino;
Ballu: the Elephant; Bunty, and
Bubli: the flamingo couple; 3 mon-
keys: Chugli, Gugly, and Ugli;
Jeeru: the giraffe; Honey aunty:
the bear. The Billauri cat and The
Goon Buffalo Kallu have enmity
with Guddu, but he always defeat-
ed him. There are 26 episodes, I
like ‘Yaaron Ka Yaar’ the most. In
that episode, Guddu’s friends are
disappointed with
him because now
he is not fulfil-
ing their needs.
Bilauri separates
Guddu from his
friends and starts her circus.

She steals Guddu’s act, and her
team performs the same, Guddu
applauds his friends' performance.
He prepares an act depicting his
memories with his friends. Bilauri
gets frustrated and sends his
goons to spoil the act. Watch the
series to know what happens final-
ly and know whether friends unite
or not …They all are very funny
and entertaining episodes, full of
action and fun.  

The show is vibrant and a

visual delight, which is also one
reason it seems to be very popular
with children. The voice-over for
Guddu has been given by versatile
actor Javed Jaffery and he skillful-
ly modulates his voice and tone to
keep you riveted.

AAROHI TRIVEDI, 
Class V Udgam
School For
Children,
Ahmedabad

GUDDU THE GREAT

RIDDHIMA BISWAS, Class III, 

Udgam School For Children, Ahmedabad 

AKANKSHA CHAUDHARY, class
XI,Air Force Golden Jubilee

Institute, Subroto Park

DPSG holds
‘Festinobeats,

Baby Show’

D
PSG Interna-
tional hosted the
virtual Closing
Ceremony of the

Annual ‘Festinobeats and
Baby Show 2021’ on  De-
cember 11, 2021.

The vibrant and fun-
filled event gave enormous
opportunities to parents
and children from all
across India to participate
and showcase their talents
and creativity in a host of
competitions.

The chief guest for the
event was Dimpy Mishra,
an alumnus of Bhartendu
Natya Academy, a Sangeet
Natak Academy awardee
as well as an eminent film
and theatre artist and di-
rector.

Extending a warm

welcome, school principal
Meera Mathur empha-
sised the importance of
fine and performing arts
as children learn perse-
verance, creative problem-
solving and the ability to
focus which aids in their
cognitive abilities and en-
hances their academic
performance.

Children participated
in a host of exciting com-
petitions and stole the
show with their lively per-
formances. Winners were
awarded e- certificates.
Guests were shown a
montage video of high-
lights of various per-
formances.

The vote of thanks
was proposed by the head
mistress Soma Singh.

R
d Roses Public
School stands for
learning through
exploration, ex-

perimentation, and expe-
rience to realise the school
motto of arise, awake, as-
pire and achieve. Hence
the inauguration of ATL
held on December 24, 2021
was a momentous event
for the school. Setting up
of the Atal Tinkering Lab-
oratory, with the grant re-
ceived by Government of
India shall foster scientif-
ic temperament, enhance
their innovative thinking
and creativity.

The chief guest for the
event was Renu Sharma,

ex regional director, and
Director of Education &
member of School Man-
aging Committee. The oc-
casion was graced by the
presence of president of
the trust S K Nayyar and
director of the school Kr-
ishna Nayyar.

The dignitaries went
round the lab where stu-
dents explained to them
models created by them
within few days. 3D print-
er, telescope, space rover,
hovercraft, blinking lights,
scroll matrix and many
more projects drew every-
body’s attention.

Renu Sharma inter-
acted enthusiastically

with participants ex-
pressing her thoughts on
creativity and innovation.
She encouraged the stu-
dents to think out of the
box. Principal also ap-

prised the audience about
the true objective and mis-
sion of tinkering lab and
encouraged student to
make the best of this op-
portunity.

Christmas, festival of
happiness
C

hristmas reminds us of grati-
tude. It teaches us to be
thankful for what we have

and that we should share, give to
the ones who are a little less fortu-
nate than us. It reminds us that
true happiness lies with spending
time with our loved ones and keeping a positive outlook towards life.

SSiiddddhhaarrtthh  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  PPuubblliicc  SScchhooooll,, Wazirabad Road, Delhi cele-
brated Christmas with their tiny tots with great enthusiasm. Fun filled
activities such as story- telling, frog race, relay race, snow-dance,
magic-show, tattoo corner, chalk art, memory games, talent hunt and
the likes were organised. 

The joint effort of the school management, teachers, support staff,
parents and the lovely children made the event a grand success and a
joyful event.

MAAZUL HASAN, class XII-B1,
Hamdard public school

ATAL TINKERING LABORATORY
AT RED ROSES 



Q1:
What is the national sport

of Bhutan?        

a) Volleyball

b) Tennis

c) Archery

d) Badminton

Q2:
Thomas Cup is related to

_________________        

a) Cricket

b) Basketball

c) Badminton

d) Tennis

Q3:
Which sport does the

Wimbledon Championship

deal with?        

a) Tennis

b) Table Tennis

c) Golf

d) Archery

Q4:
When was the first

Commonwealth Games held?

a) 1930

b) 2002

c) 1997

d) 1814

Q5:
Dhyan Chand was a

legendary ______?        

a) Kabaddi player   b) Hockey player

c) Cricketer   d) Chess Grandmaster Q6:
Which is the largest

stadium in India?        

a) Eden Gardens

b) Narendra Modi Stadium

c) Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium

d) Kalinga Stadium

Q7:
Where were the first

Commonwealth Games held?

a) Canada

b) USA

c) Mexico

d) Chile

Q8:
Who invented the penalty

kick in football?

a) Pelé

b) Diego Maradona

c) William McCrum

d) David Beckham

Q9:
The sport “Jallikattu”

originates from ___________

a) China

b) India-

c) Sri Lanka

d) Bangladesh

QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS: 1. c. Archery   2. c. Badminton

3. a. Tennis   4. a. 1930   5. c. Hockey player

6. b. Narendra Modi Stadium   7. a. Canada

8. c. William McCrum   9. b. IndiaDhyan Chand 

I
ndia’s Ramkumar Ra-
manathan and Rohan
Bopanna entered the

men’s doubles quarterfinals
of the Adelaide Internation-
al 1 ATP tournament with a
hard fought win over their ri-
vals here on Wednesday.

In the ATP 250 men’s
event, the Indian combina-
tion of Ramkumar and vet-
eran Bopanna, pairing up to-
gether for the first time on
the ATP tour, had to dig deep
to stun the eighth seed Amer-

ican duo of Nathaniel Lam-
mons and Jackson Withrow
6-7(4) 7-6(3) 10-4 in a super tie-
breaker in the second round.

The Indians will face the
winner of the pre-quarterfi-
nal between the French-Mon-
egasque duo of Benjamin
Bonzi and Hugo Nys and the
Belgian combination of
Sander Gille Joran Vliegen.

The Adelaide event is a
tune up tournament for the
Australian Open, starting
January 17 in Melbourne. PTI

RAMKUMAR-BOPANNA
ENTER QUARTERFINALS

IN ADELAIDE
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SABALENKA FACES SHOCK DEFEAT

S
econd seed Aryna Sabalenka suf-
fered a shock exit at the Ade-
laide International on Wednes-
day after a 7-6(6) 6-1 defeat to
world number 100 Kaja Juvan of

Slovenia in the second round, while
Shelby Rogers stunned Maria Sakkari
7-6(5) 2-6 6-4.

Sabalenka struggles
World number two Sabalenka, a semi-fi-
nalist at last year’s Wimbledon and US
Open, struggled with her serve, racking
up 18 double faults, and committed 49 un-
forced errors in the shock loss to the 21-
year-old at the Australian Open warm-up
event.

Juvan won a tight first set after trail-
ing 2-0 and saved a set point at 6-5 in the
tiebreak, before racing ahead 3-0 in the
second to storm to victory in an hour and
a half. “I really enjoyed the first set. I love
when matches get tight, when it’s com-
petitive and when it’s a really tight fight,”
Juvan said after sealing her place in the
quarter-finals. “I was feeling a little bit

sorry at some points because I ... knew
she’s not doing the best with the
serve and we all know how that
feels at one point. I know she can
do it better.”

Rogers fights back
Rogers beat Sakkari in straight sets
in the second round at Wimbledon
last year and looked on course for a re-
peat in Adelaide but lost seven straight
games after being 2-0 up in the sec-
ond set. World number six
Sakkari forced the decider
but Shelby fought her way
back to close out the win
in two hours and 18
minutes.

“It’s nice to start
with a big win like that.
I knew it was going to be really tough
today,” Rogers said. “She’s coming off an
incredible season last year and she’s such
a great competitor, so I knew I had to bring
my best tennis, whatever that looks like
at the beginning of the year.” AGENCIES

Shelby Rogers fights back to upset Sakkari in a repeat of Wimbledon showing

DJOKOVIC EXEMPTION
SPARKS BACKLASH

Australians reacted with fury on Wednesday after

world number one Novak Djokovic received a med-

ical exemption from having a Covid vaccine to play

at the Australian Open.

Tournament chief Craig Tiley said the defending

champion had been given “no special favour” but

urged the Serb to reveal why he got the exemp-

tion to soothe public anger. 

Australian Prime Minster Scott Morrison said that

if the reasons for Djokovic’s exemption were

“insufficient” then the Serb would be “on the next

plane home”. “We await his presentation and what

evidence he provides us to support (his exemp-

tion),” Morrison told a press conference. “If that

evidence is insufficient, then he won’t be treated

any different to anyone else and will be on the

next plane home. There should be no special rules

for Novak Djokovic at all. None whatsoever.”

If you don’t lose, you cannot enjoy the victories.

So I have to accept both things.

Rafael Nadal, Spanish tennis player
THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2022

Ebadot takes six as poorest Test performers beat

World Test Champions by eight wickets

H
e used to play volleyball and is in

the air force, but Ebadot Hossain

announced himself as a world-class

cricketer on Wednesday with a scintillat-

ing six wickets that set up Bangladesh’s

historic Test win over New Zealand. 

After each wicket, the raw but charis-

matic 27-year-old fast bowler saluted as

the fallen batsman, a nod to his services

background. His journey into Bangladesh

cricket folklore has been swift, starting

as recently as 2016, when he took part in

a bowling competition. He was selected

as one of three to attend a training camp

in Dhaka and by 2019 he was in the Test

squad. He was picked several years ago

as a volleyball player by the Bangladesh

Air Force. “I am a soldier of Bangladesh

Air Force so I know how to do the salute.

It was a long story, from volleyball to

cricket. I am enjoying cricket, represent-

ing Bangladesh and the Air Force.”

FROM VOLLEYBALL TO CRICKET 

S
eamer Ebadot Hossain took
6-46 as Bangladesh beat New
Zealand for the first time in
a test match at the 16th at-
tempt with a stunning eight-
wicket victory over the world

test champions on Wednesday.

SHOCK VICTORY
The victory at Mount Maunganui was
among the biggest shocks in the histo-
ry of test cricket as one of the poorest
performers in the longest format of the
game snapped New Zealand’s 17-match
unbeaten streak on home soil. While
New Zealand had beaten all-comers at
home since their last loss to South Africa
in March 2017, Bangladesh had lost all
21 of their matches in New Zealand, Aus-
tralia, South Africa and England since
they started playing test cricket in 2000.

Ebadot, who had taken 11 wickets
in his 10 previous tests, led the way as
the tourists dismissed the ‘Black Caps’
for 169 early on day five to leave them
requiring 40 runs for a famous victo-
ry. After losing both openers in the

chase, it was left to captain Mominul
Haque and experienced batsman Mush-
fiqur Rahim to usher Bangladesh to
their first victory outside Asia, giving
them a 1-0 lead in the two-match series.

“I can’t describe it. It is unbeliev-
able. I couldn’t sleep yesterday because
of pressure and not knowing what
would happen today. It was very im-
portant to win this test match. If you
see two years back, we didn’t play much

test cricket. We are keen to improve in
test cricket and everyone knows we
have to improve,” said Mominul Haque
after the game ended.

New Zealand had resumed on 147-5
with a slender lead of 17, hoping to bat
out the day but were quickly on the back
foot when Ebadot clean bowled Ross Tay-
lor for 40 and removed Kyle Jamieson
for a duck in his first two overs. Taskin
Ahmed (3-36) chipped in with his second
wicket in the fifth over of the morning
when he had all-rounder Rachin Ravin-
dra caught behind for 16. Tim Southee
had his middle stump removed in
Taskin’s next over and Trent Boult de-
parted for eight when he holed out in
the deep to end the innings.

Shadman Islam scored the first
runs of the chase but was caught be-
hind for three before his fellow open-
er Najmul Hossain Shanto departed for
17 with victory in sight. Mominul, who
scored 13 not out, and Rahim resisted
one of the world’s finest seam attacks
to get across the line, the latter scoring
the winning runs with a boundary
through backward point.

FULL RESPECT
FOR TEAM

Bangladesh had lost all nine of their
previous tests in New Zealand but were
put into a winning position on day four
when four of their top six batsmen
struck fifties to earn them a first-in-
nings lead of 130. Man of the Match
Ebadot drove home the advantage with
a match-changing late spell in which
he removed three batsmen at the cost
of no runs soon after New Zealand had
wiped out the deficit.

New Zealand, winners of the inau-
gural World Test Championship after
beating India last year, are without reg-
ular skipper Kane Williamson for the
series because of an elbow injury but
were still expected to comfortably beat
a young Bangladesh side.

“It was obviously a disappointing
performance, we weren’t at our best,”
said stand-in captain Tom Latham. “Full
respect to (Bangladesh), they certainly
outplayed us throughout the five days.”

The second match starts in
Christchurch on Sunday. REUTERS

Ebadot Hossain, right, shakes hands with

Blackcaps captain Tom Latham after play

Photo: AFP

Ebadot Hossain celebrates the

wicket of New Zealand’s Will Young

(not in picture)

Ebadot Hossain celebrates his six wickets with teammates 
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