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Robotic missions to Mars
and advances in space
tourism dominated the
space activities of 2021.
But this year, the moon is

likely to stand out, as companies and
governments launch various moon-
bound spacecraft. Most of those mis-
sions revolve around Artemis, NASA’s
multibillion-dollar effort to return
astronauts to the moon later in the
decade and conduct routine science
missions on its surface in preparation
for farther treks to Mars (a far more
ambitious endeavour that will probably
not happen in this decade)...

2022 is the year for
initial steps towards
the moon. Two new
rockets central to
NASA’s lunar plans will
launch to space for the
first time, each with
more power than the
Saturn 5 rocket from
the Apollo programme.
Other countries are
expected to join the
march to the moon 
as well

2022: OVER THE 

MOON

NASA’s moon rocket debut
After years of development delays,
NASA’s Space Launch System(SLS),
could make its first journey to space
— without any humans — as early as
March. The mission, called Artemis
1, will mark the first in a series of
flights under NASA’s Artemis pro-
gramme by SLS, NASA’s centerpiece
rocket system for getting moon-
bound astronauts off Earth.

SpaceX’s next starship test
Central to NASA’s efforts to return
humans to the moon is SpaceX’s Starship,
which will be used
as a human lunar
lander in 2025. It
will be the agency’s
first astronaut mis-
sion to the moon’s
surface since 1972.
Designed as a fully
reusable rocket
system, Starship
also stands at the centre of Elon Musk’s
ultimate goal of ferrying humans to Mars,
and will be crucial to SpaceX’s revenue-
generating satellite launch business.

Testing a complex lunar orbit
Rocket Lab, which builds rockets for small launches, is
poised to send in March a microwave-size satellite, or
CubeSat for NASA called CAPSTONE from the compa-
ny’s launch site in New Zealand. The satellite will
study an orbit around the moon. A future space sta-
tion called Gateway, being developed by NASA and
other space agencies, will reside in sometime in the
next decade.

NASA-funded moon robots
Three robotic moon landers under a NASA programme are
scheduled to make their way to the lunar surface this year.
Nova-C lander, a six-legged cylindrical robot, is expected to
launch on SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket early this year carrying a
dozen payloads to the lunar surface.  Peregrine lander is a
boxy, four-legged lander with an onboard propulsion system
that will ease itself onto a basaltic plain on the sunlit side of
the moon’s northeastern quadrant.

South Korea’s
first moonshot
The Korea
Pathfinder Lunar
Orbiter, a box-
shaped satellite, will
be South Korea’s
first foray to the
moon

More global 
visitors
Lunar robots from
three other coun-
tries — Russia, India
and Japan — will
also try to make
their way to the
moon this year. India
plans to send the
Chandrayaan-3 lan-
der and rover to the
moon in the third
quarter of this year,
attempting its third
moon mission after
the lander-rover
bundle from India’s
Chandrayaan-2 mis-
sion crashed in
2019.

corona
update

Experts warn of a
third wave as

cases, hospitali-
sations rise

P ublic health
experts say, India
is hurtling

towards the third wave, as
parts of the country see
surge in the number of
Covid-19 cases and hospi-
talisation numbers begin
to inch up. In the last one
week, there has been an
exponential increase in
numbers and the data
seems to indicate that a
new phase of pandemic
has begun. Gautam
Menon, professor of
physics and biology at the
Ashoka University, said,
the steep rise in cases
seen in Delhi, Mumbai and
Kolkata is comparable to
that seen in South Africa
and a number of countries
in Europe from about a
few weeks ago.

Community service
must be made
compulsory for

students: Vice President

V ice President M Venkaiah Naidu on
Monday said, community service
must be made compulsory for stu-

dents studying in government as well as
private schools, as it would help them to
develop an attitude of sharing and caring in
their interaction with others.

Have you done community service? Share
your experience at toinie175@gmail.com

Today, there is a dire need to inculcate
the spirit of service from a young age
in the youth of this country. Once this

pandemic is behind us and normalcy returns, I
would suggest that government schools as
well as those in the private sector must make
community service of at least two
to three weeks compulsory for 
students

VIEWPOINT iPhone 14 to get punch-hole screen,
rumoured to ditch screen notch

A
pple is planning to launch
four new handsets iPhone
14, iPhone 14 Max, iPhone 14
Pro as well as iPhone 14 Pro

Max in September, and now a new report
has claimed that the iPhone 14 may come
with a hole-punch display that eliminates
the notch, alongside an updated iPhone
SE with 5G connectivity. According to
Mark Gurman's ‘Power On’ newsletter,
Apple is planning to introduce a hole-
punch screen that creates a compact
window for a camera to shine through
without needing to use a full notch,
reports AppleInsider.

 The iPhone
maker may come
up with an alter-
native to keep
using Face ID on
its flagship
devices

 In addition,
Gurman also
claimed that the iPhone SE would gain an update that would
add 5G connectivity to Apple's entry-level iPhone

 Apple is also planning to launch iPhone models without a
SIM slot by September

TECHAWAY 

‘Spider-Man’ perched at
No 3 spot among all
Hollywood films ever
released in India

I
n just 18 days since its theatrical
release, 'Spider-Man: No Way Home',
with Tom Holland and Zendaya playing
the lead roles, has become the third-

highest grosser among Hollywood films in
India, after 'Avengers: Endgame' (2019) and
'Avengers: Infinity War' (2018).

Till date, the film, which has globally
surpassed the $1-billion-mark, has
grossed ` 259.67 crore in India, netting 
`202.34 crore after tax. That makes it No

3 among all films released in India in
2021, after Allu Arjun's 'Pushpa: The Rise'
and the Akshay Kumar-led 'Sooryavanshi'.
Among Hollywood films in India, 'Spider-

Man' is within leaping distance from the
pickings of 'Avengers: Infinity War' 
(`227.43 crore), but is still quite far from
'Avengers: Endgame' (`373.22 crore).

UNSC permanent members call for
further prevention of nuclear weapons

T
he permanent member nations of the United States
Security Council(UNSC) has called for the further preven-
tion of nuclear weapons stressing that a nuclear war will
have far-reaching consequences, cannot be won, and

must never be fought.
"China, France, Russia,
the UK, the UK, and
the US consider the
avoidance of war
between the Nuclear-
Weapon States and the
reduction of strategic
risks as our foremost
responsibilities," the permanent five-member nations said in a joint
statement. The permanent nations underlined the desire to work
with all states to create a security environment more conducive to
progress on disarmament with the ultimate goal of a world without
nuclear weapons with undiminished security for all.

Species found beneath
Antarctic ice 

R esearchers have discovered a trove of
marine life hidden far beneath the ice
shelves of the Antarctic. Despite occupying

nearly 1.6 million square kilometres, ice shelves are
among the least explored environments on Earth.
The team discovered 77 species, including sabre-
shaped bryozoans (moss animals) and serpulid
worms, more than the total number previously
known from all the frozen continent’s ice shelves.
The team also notes that with climate change and
the collapse of these ice shelves, time is running
out to study and protect these ecosystems. 

Entertainment



TIMES NIE gives
you this fortnight’s
news capsule – a 360

degree perspective of
major events that 
happened

around the
world. But, this is

not it. This is a platform
to present your news, your

way. OWN YOUR NEWSROOM! 

Write to toinie175@gmail.com 

02 “Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover others'
faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the Earth for 

modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI
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missions are you excited about?
IN THE NEWS FOR

S
ome of the most excit-
ing space missions are
ready to kick off in 2022.
This year, expect the

first images and science results
from the recently launched
James Webb Space Telescope,
see a new mission launch to
study an unexplored world and
watch a NASA spacecraft deliberately crash into an asteroid’s
moon.

The wealth of space missions launched in 2021 guarantee a
year filled with new findings from across the solar system – and
beyond. Several countries are planning for 2022 to be the year
they send robotic explorers to the moon – while planning ahead
for the return of humans to the lunar surface in the future.

WHAT

IS

1 Prepare for inspiring new flights by NASA’s Ingenuity helicopter,
and the beginning of the Perseverance rover’s investigation of

the intriguing remains of an ancient river delta on Mars beginning
in the summer. 

2 Prepare for more stunning images from NASA’s Juno mission,
which has been orbiting Jupiter 

since 2016.

3 NASA will launch the Psyche 
spacecraft in August, sending it

on a four-year journey to an unex-
plored potato-shaped world in the
main asteroid belt between Mars
and Jupiter.

YOU SPEAK

I
feel like there is so much more to be 
discovered on the moon. Lunar Ice Cube is a CubeSat 
mission to study the distribution of water and organic

volatiles on the Moon from lunar orbit. I am especially excited
for this because the primary scientific objectives
of the mission are to enable broadband spectral
determination of composition and distribution
of volatiles in regolith on the Moon and  determi-
nation of major minerals. 
SUDHIKSHA INNANJE, class XII, 
DPS South, Bengaluru

A
s a space enthusiast, I am most excited about the
Pshyche mission by NASA. The results of this
mission will bring out the information on

formation of our solar system and its history
by studying the Pshyche astroid belt. 
ANAGHA B POOJARI, class X, MES Kishore
Kendra Public School, Bengaluru

YOU SPEAK

change in marriageable 

WE SPEAK

IN THE NEWS FOR

W
ith the Cabi-
net approving
the proposal
to raise the le-

gal age of marriage for
girls from 18 to 21 years,
bringing it at par with
men, the government has
set in motion the process
for a major change in law
that has been a point of
debate for long. The big
test for the bill will be in
Parliament as any change
in age will have far reach-
ing implications.

National Family
Health Survey 

Despite a decline over decades, under-
age marriages remain a concern even

though there is a long-standing prohibi-
tion on child marriage. As many as
23.3% of women aged 20-24 were mar-
ried before they turned 18, the legal age
of marriage, as per National Family
Health Survey-5 (2019-21). The latest sur-
vey shows the problem is more prevalent
in rural India at 27% whereas in urban
regions, underage marriage accounted
for 14.7% of all marriages. The govern-
ment sees the proposed legislation as a
strong measure to bring women on equal
footing with men in keeping with the
vision of the Constitution on gender
equality.

age of girls going to bring in parity?

NASA WE SPEAKAmending Sharda Act of 1929 

The age of marriage for women was increased from 15 to 18 in 1978 by amending
the erstwhile Sharda Act of 1929. The first indi-

cation of an upward revision in the age of
marriage of girls came in PM Narendra
Modi’s speech on Independence Day
last year. Recently, the Cabinet
approved the introduction of ‘Prohibition
of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021’ for
amending ‘The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act,
2006 (PCMA)’. The bill is expected to be taken up in
Parliament soon. According to sources, the bill
once approved by Parliament, will be followed by
consequential amendments in laws relating to
age of marriage. These include personal laws
governing marriage of Hindus, Muslims,
Christians, Parsis and ‘the Special Marriage Act,
1954’ and ‘the Foreign Marriage Act, 1969’. Under
scrutiny are related laws like ‘Hindu Minority and
Guardianship Act, 1956’ and ‘Hindu Adoptions and
Maintenance Act, 1956’.

YOU SPEAK
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T
he spike in Omicron cases has
prompted several state govern-
ments to impose Covid-related
restrictions during New Year cel-

ebrations to contain the highly infectious
variant. So far India has reported 781 
cases of Omicron variant with the high-
est number of infections in Delhi
(238), followed by Maharashtra
(167).The sudden spike in Covid
cases in the country has
forced the eight
states to impose
night cur-
fews and
o t h e r
curbs.

WHY only few states have put curbs? 

I
believe that the Central Government is on the right
track, maintaining a vigil on the states that have seen a
significant spike in Omicron cases. It is

good that states like UP, Delhi, Haryana,
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu have started putting in restric-
tions as the cases in these places
need to be contained. I don’t think

that a uniform lockdown across
states would be advisable as it
would only affect low-wage workers and affect

the economy. Hence, containment zones, stricter
checks and curfews are the best ways to tackle

the situation.
SUSHIANA SONDHI, class IX,

Mother’s International

School, New Delhi

There is no science behind night curfews when it comes to 
tackling the spread of Covid variants, WHO Chief Scientist Soumya

Swaminathan has stressed. In a TV interview, she said that countries like
India must formulate science-based policies for curbing the spread of the
virus. “Things like night curfew, there is no science behind it. One has
to take evidence-based measures. There is a whole list of public
health measures,” she told CNBC-TV18. “Entertainment venues
are places where these viruses spread the most. It’s natural to

bring in some restrictions there,” Swaminathan added. She
said that Indians need to be prepared, but not panic. 

IN THE NEWS FOR

I
f 2021 was the year for novel technologies that took
a leap of faith in enabling our fight against Covid-
19, 2022 will be the year where IT’s ubiquitous in-
fluence will transform our lives to make it more

seamless and connected. With meta, omni and other
verses seeping into today’s digital universe, we are mov-
ing beyond impersonal text-based interactions and delv-
ing into gestures, postures and ‘near real’ interactions.

WE SPEAK
■ “By 2025, more than 50
billion devices will be con-
nected to the Industrial
Internet of Things (IIoT),”
McKinsey predicts. Robots,
automation, 3D-printing,
and more will generate
around 79.4 zettabytes of
data per year. Digital con-
nections, powered by 5G
and the Internet of Things
(IoT), have the potential to
unlock economic activity,
states McKinsey. 

evolving to next level in 2022?
you see the NetDOHOW

YOU SPEAK

C
ertainly, the Internet will evolve this year with tech-
nologies such as Web3, AI and the Metaverse coming
into the picture. However, I don’t think there will be

major platform-wide changes as of now. Most of the
Internet is under the stronghold of the big tech firms
such as Google and Amazon, and the decen-
tralised Web3 will be a slow transition away
from them. The Metaverse has the
potential to change our life by going
digital, but I feel a trend of social isola-
tion will emerge if we rely solely on dig-
ital interactions aided by VR. I feel AI and
machine learning will have a huge impact.
ABHIRUP TADAPAR, class X, Marble Arch School, Mumbai

do you think the

IN THE NEWS FOR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
when India completes 75 years of In-
dependence in 2022, every student

should be learning as per the National Edu-
cation Policy-2020. This is our collective re-
sponsibility, he said while addressing a con-
clave on School Education in 21st Century
where he called upon teachers, administra-
tors, voluntary organisations and parents to
cooperate and participate in this mission.

assessment system in schools can change?

■ Students under the new policy would learn under a curricular
that is scientifically oriented. It is a curriculum that focuses on criti-
cal thinking, creativity, collaboration, curiosity and communication.

WE
SPEAK

T
he current system of one final exam at the end of the year 
puts a lot of stress on students, as they have to go through
the whole syllabus in a short time and the weightage given to

each topic is minimal. The better way would be taking two half-yearly
exams, which will decrease the stress that comes with total focus on just
one final exam. It will also give more importance to each individual topic. Due to the
pandemic, this system was adopted and has received great response. 
ADITYA SINGH, class XII, Sadhu Vaswani International School, Pune

YOU SPEAK

G
enerations of young girls have had to
sacrifice their rightful childhood,
educational rights, and lifelong aspi-

rations at the altar of child marriage. Of
course, patriarchal interpretation of mar-
riage is a concept that cannot be dimin-
ished with legality and must evolve with
time and awareness. So, I must acknowl-
edge and appreciate the government’s
attempt to bring in parity. If the Bill gets
passed in Parliament, this would be a big
social reformation as many girls will be
able to complete their education up to
graduation, employability will increase,
maternal mortality and
infant mortality will
decrease. However, the
onus lies on the govern-
ment in its execution. 
HEER NIMAVAT, 
class XII, Anand
Niketan, Ahmedabad


