
C
onjecturing the
belief of em-
powering gener-
ations, The Mil-

lennium School, Noida
-41 held its virtual In-
vestiture Ceremony on
August 16. The event was
graced by the esteemed
presence of the officiat-
ing principal, Seema
Gupta along with the sen-
ior school coordinator Dr Veena Singh
Tyagi and all the faculty members.

The senior school coordinator, Dr
Veena Singh Tyagi introduced the
student council members through a
virtual display of profiles.

They were conferred with online
sashes and Seema Gupta, officiating
principal administered the oath to
the members of the council for the
session 2021-22.

A series of virtual certificate of

excellence was displayed to felicitate
all the academic scholars of classes
X and XII for their exemplary per-
formance for the session 2020-21

In her virtual presidential ad-
dress, director, The Millennium
Schools, Rita Kaul gave a call to every
member of the student council to be
exemplary to other students.

Jayshree Roy, middle school co-
ordinator, proposed the vote of
thanks.

T
he inaugural ceremo-
ny of Sahodaya
School complex be-
gan on a melodious

note on August 31. DAV Pub-
lic School, sector14, Farid-
abad hosted the event which
was attended by around 50
principals from various schools of
Faridabad.

The core team comprises of
Suresh Chander (President, SSC)
director, Grand Columbus, Farid-
abad. Deepika Sharma (vice pres-

ident, Operations), principal Grand
Columbus, Faridabad. Vijay Lax-
mi (general secretary) director,
Vrinda International School, Farid-
abad. Anita Gautam (treasurer)
DAV PS sector14, Faridabad.

The chief guest of the day, Dr
Biswajit Saha, director Skill Edu-
cation & Training, CBSE, in his
session suggested the Sahodaya
team to collaborate for holistic de-

velopment of the children.
Special guest Ritu Choud-
hary, District education of-
ficer, Faridabad advised
schools to work as a team
and to bridge the gap be-
tween private and govern-
ment schools. The second
special guest, Dr Shankar

Goenka an author, coach and
TEDx speaker, suggested to be ‘in-
fluential’ to inspire others. Vote of
thanks was proposed by Anita
Gautam, principal, DAV Public
School, sector 14.

A
SN Int’l School, Mayur
Vihar Phase I, celebrat-
ed Janmashtami to com-
memorate the birth of

Lord Krishna, the eighth incarna-
tion of Lord Vishnu.

The students of classes, nurs-
ery to II celebrated the festival with
an introduction, reason behind the
celebration, role-play of of Krish-
na and Radha, music, fun, dance,
and enjoyment.

Students dressed up beautifully

as Yashoda, Vasudeva, Krishna,
and Radha. The presentation filled
cheer all around as all enjoyed lis-
tening to stories pertaining to the
lifestyle of Krishna, depicting that
whenever there will be a domi-
nance of malevolence ‘He’will rein-
carnate to destroy the evil and save
the good. The school headmistress,
Shivani Khanna, blessed all the stu-
dents and gave them the message
to look ahead instead of reminisc-
ing on the past.

Millennium School hosts
Investiture Ceremony

P
rogress of education in
Afghanistan has seen
low meanders since
decades. However liter-
acy saw a concave up-

turn in the early 21st century
when the US military ousted the
Taliban in 2001. According to the
World Bank data, the number of
Afghan girls attending first grade
peaked in 2011. The National Ed-
ucation Plan of Afghanistan 2017-
2021 reports showed significant
achievement since 2001 with re-
gards to access and girl’s educa-
tion. The number of children en-
rolled in general education had

risen by almost nine times. The
number of schools had also in-
creased from 3400 to 16400. How-
ever, the extremists spread the
propaganda that “if your daugh-
ters go to school, you will become
infidels.”

What future beholds appears
gloomy. Formal education might
take a step backwards. The group
that controls the country, rules by
its own definition of Islamic law.
There is widespread fear that the
Taliban will re-introduce its no-
torious system of gender segre-
gation which barred girls and
women from work, the right to

vote and access to education.
War has left about three and

a half million eligible children
with no access to education. Cur-
rently, more than 1000 schools
have closed due to insecurity. This
country could be grappling with
what could be the end of educa-
tion for generations of women
and girls.

If we analyse the future glob-
ally, the growth of internet access
in the next few decades will be ac-
companied by an explosion in on-
line learning. The majority of stu-
dents around the world may no
longer have to physically go to
school to get education.

Along these lines, let's hope
that the world forums look into
the provisions of this aspect of
non- formal education with equal
importance for Afghanistan as
they are concentrating on its
present scenario- the basic food
and water necessities.

Future of education in
AFGHANISTAN

ASN Int’l School celebrates Janmashtami 

TAVLEEN KAUR, class III F,
New Era Public, Mayapuri
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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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DR. MALA KAPOOR, Principal,
Silverline Prestige School, Ghaziabad

Vietnam is a country that has
risen up from treacher-
ous spells, and turned

into a country of compelling
beauty. Vietnam has gone
through the most depressing
and trying times, and has risen
like a phoenix from the ashes.
Sweeping developments are ev-
ident in their booming cities
which are swallowing up vil-
lages and towns and transforming its
landscape, with sky high buildings.
But there is more to the country than
these cities.

The paradise-like Ha Long Bay in
Hanoi with its pristine waters is a great
tourist attraction. One of the best ways

to explore this place is to take
a cruise. Visitors can
stay overnight on
ships.

Vietnam has a lot to
offer to food enthusiast
like me. I was on a quest
to taste real Vietnamese
food. I was surely not
disappointed and can assure
you that this enticing land has

scrumptious food with its unique blend
of sublime smell and taste.

One extremely popular dish orig-
inating from Vietnam is Pho. Pho is
a soup which consists of noodles, and
a very aromatic and tasty broth. It can
be eaten at any time of the day as it
counts as breakfast, lunch or dinner.
Tram Café is a popular foodie desti-
nation. It exuberates the flavours of
Vietnam right from the artificial
brooks, stone-paved pathway to the
green potted plants, it gives you a feel
of the country.

One other thing I really was as-
tonished by was the creativity of Viet-
namese artists. I remember visiting
an art shop, which had paintings of
course. But here's the surprise. They
were not made of paint, but of
eggshells. You may wonder how they
did this, but all of the paintings made

looked so realistic to the point where
I even wondered how these artists had-
n't been talked about.

My trip to Vietnam has me yearn-
ing for more of this lovely place and
I must say, the country has trans-
formed into something beautiful re-
gardless of its past.

Aditya Rajagopalan, class IX (IGCSE),
Vishwa Vidyapeeth-Cambridge

International, Bengaluru

Social media influencers are popular among youth. Influ-
encers play an important role in youth's lives because mi-
nors, usually, spend a lot of time watching content put up

by their bellwethers.
Influencers are appealing because they are similar to their au-

diences. They make their young followers feel like they have got-
ten a new friend, by showing interest in the same topics. Besides,
a lot of influencers interact directly with their followers.

Young followers do not feel lonely as they feel they have found
someone with same interests. Some teenagers even see
them as a consultants when they are facing hardships.

Followers of inspirational people like Elon Musk or
Nick Vujicic tend to strive for greatness with the revela-

tion received. These speakers can be so motivating that their fol-
lowers aspire to become like them in the future. Some influencers
produce educational content, or finance and  entrepreneurship that

increases the understanding of a stu-
dent multifold. Hence, influencers
have a positive impact on follow-
ers, and are harbingers of future
model world citizens.
Nikesh Balakumar, class
IX, Delhi Public School,
Bangalore East

Social media can be a really addictive platform. Youngsters
tend to spend the most amount of time on social media hence
social media influencers have the most impact on youngsters.

But is all of this good influence is debatable.
Invariably, popular influencers grow in fame. The number of fol-

lowers increase. Then these everyday influencers almost become
celebrities. Brands approach them to promote their products. Since
these are blended in with the other content that they share, followers
never realise that the influencer is promoting a brand or a product.
There is just no way of knowing the difference be-
tween sponsored content and other content.

It is true that social media influencers are
more relatable, since they are ordinary people from society. But a lot
of them present fake content about their perfect lives, or even per-
fect bodies. Youngsters tend to be influenced by it and may end up
with low self-esteem or other mental health issues. To live up to the
standards set by the influencers, they tend to resort
to some extreme life styles like dieting or unhealthy
eating, which can be very detrimental to their health.

Social media makes one lazy. Since influencers
present content in a eye-grabbing manner, many
youth tend to get addicted to it.

Hence social influencer are best not followed.
Prachi Agarwal, class IX, Delhi Public School, Bangalore East

Social media influencers have a positive effect on youth

FOR AGAINST

From a treacherous past to a tourist paradise

Ryan’s new council
takes oath 

T
he Investiture Ceremony 2021-22
along with the award ceremony for
CBSE board exam achievers was
hosted online by Ryan Interna-

tional School, Vasant Kunj on August 28.
Guided by the vision of leadership in

academics of our mentors chairman and
managing director Grace Pinto and Dr A
F Pinto, the ceremony saw  Ryanites in-
vested with badges and felicitated for their
academic achievements.

Newly elected president Justin Jacob
took the oath of allegiance on behalf of his
cabinet. The leadership legacy was passed
over by president Neel Madhav and prime
minister Sia Batra.A presentation on lead-
ership was shared by the newly elected vice
president Apoorv Brhamamitra. Ananya
Bajaj and Saumya Chikara were elected as
speaker and deputy speaker respectively.
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks
by the prime minister Praneet Bindra.

R
ecognition Day
for the year 2020-
21 of St Mich-
ael’s Sr Sec

School, 3 Pusa Road, New
Delhi was held on August
24-25. It was conducted
under the leadership of
Dolly Bhasin. Due to pan-
demic, the programme
was held online. Scholas-
tic achievers, as well as
students with full atten-

dance, were awarded e-
certificates.

Chief Guests for the
function were Sharada Vij
and Sakshi Chandna,
alumni of the school, 2010
batch. The programme
was attended by our school
manager Rev Fr
Savarimuthu Sankar,prin-
cipal Rev Dr Sabu Joseph,
senior school co-ordinator
Olinka Gulati, primary

school co-ordinator Mag-
dalene Bhat, awardees,
parents and teachers.

School Manager Rev
Fr Savarimuthu Sankar
congratulated the achiev-
ers and wished them the
best for their life en-
deavours.

Rev Dr Sabu Joseph,
principal of the school ex-
pressed his joy through
words of inspiration and
thanked the tireless efforts
of teachers and parents in
helping the young genius-
es bloom to the fullest and
face the world with pride
and confidence.

Recognition Day
held at St Michael’s

ANAYA SARASWAT, 
class V-A, New Era
Public, Mayapuri

JASNOOR KAUR SIBAL, 
class II B, New Era Public,

Mayapuri

Inauguration of Sahodaya
School Complex in Faridabad

https://bit.ly/Creative-Writing-Workshop


Q1:
Which Indian athlete became
the first Indian woman to win

a gold medal at the Paralympics?
a) Avani Lekhara

b) Deepa Malik

c) Sakina Khatun

d) Bhavina Patel

Q2:
Which of the following is the
oldest Grand Slam

tournament?
a) US Open

b) Australian Open

c) French Open

d) Wimbledon

Q3:
In which sporting event did
India win a gold medal at both

the Paralympics and the Olympics? 
a) 10m Air Rifle

b) Javelin throwing 

c) Table Tennis 

d) Archery

Q4:
How many disciplines are
Indians participating in at

the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics?
a) 5   b) 10   c) 6   d) 8

Q5:
Who is the captain of
Chelsea F.C.?

a) Romelu Lukaku

b) César Azpilicueta Tanco

c) Kai Havertz

d) Mason Mount

Q6:
Michael Phelps holds the
record for the most

number of Olympic medals. How
many does he have?
a) 20   b) 24   c) 28   d) 17

Q7:
Which cricketer achieved
the double milestone of

1000 runs and 100 wickets in ODIs? 
a) Ian Botham

b) Ravindra Jadeja

c) George Giffen

d) Jacques Kallis

Q8:
Who was the mascot of the
2018 Hockey World Cup? 

a) Perky   b) Olly   c) Stumpy   d) Stockey

Q9:
Which type of oil is used to
treat a cricket bat as a

protective layer? 
a) Coconut Oil

b) Sesame Oil

c) Mustard Oil

d) Linseed Oil

Q10:
Where did lawn tennis
originate?  

a) Coconut Oil

b) Sesame Oil

c) Mustard Oil

d) Linseed Oil

Q11:
How many goals were
scored in the EPL after

All Whites and Burnley striker
Chris Wood slotted one against
Leeds last weekend?
a. 30,000   b. 10,000   c. 50,000   d. 25,000
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS: 1) a. Avani Lekhara   2) d. Wimbledon

3) b. Javelin throwing   4) c. 6

5) b. Cesar Azpilicueta Tanco   6) c. 28

7) a. Ian Botham   8) b. Olly   9) d. Linseed Oil

10) c. Birmingham   11) a. 30,000

Michael
Phelps

T
he star-studded Indian
team, led by captain
Viswanathan Anand,

will aim to defend its Online
Chess Olympiad crown, which
got underway worldwide late
on Monday. “We have a good
mix of experience and youth.
We hope to do well and are fair-
ly confident of our prospects,”
said Anand in a release.

A victory will ensure the
country its second gold medal,
back to back, in the prestigious
tournament. Unlike the last
time, when the players played
from their respective homes,
the AICF has ensured that the
team will be together for the
2021 edition. They are being
put up in a five-star hotel in
Chennai with top of the line
facilities, including a dedicat-
ed The Indian squad will
launch its campaign on
Wednesday. It boasts of Grand-
masters Vidit Gujrathi, P
Harikrishna and Adhiban B
in the Open category, Grand-
masters Koneru Humpy and
D Harika and Woman Grand-

masters Tania Sachdev and R
Vaishali in the Women’s cate-
gory, Grandmasters Nihal
Sarin and R Praggnanandhaa
in the Juniors Open and
Woman Grandmaster Vaishali
R and Woman Fide Master
Savitha Shri in the Junior
Girls.

Over 150 countries will be
competing for honours over a
thrilling week. India has nine
other teams in its pool and will
play three matches a day from
September 8 to 10. Then, after
a two-day rest, the knockout
stages will begin. ANI

N
ovak Djokovic warns his
Grand Slam quest faces a
tough challenge from Ital-
ian sixth seed Marco
Berrettini in the US Open

quarter-finals as they meet in a third
consecutive Slam.

The 34-year-old Serbian advanced
within three matches of completing the
first calendar-year Grand Slam in 52
years on Monday by fending off 99th-
ranked American Jenson Brooksby 1-6,
6-3, 6-2, 6-2. Not since Rod Laver in 1969
has a man swept all four major titles in
the same year. If top-ranked Djokovic
wins his fourth career US Open crown,
he will have a men’s all-time record 21
Slam titles, breaking the deadlock he
now has with Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal, both absent with injuries.

Tough opponent
Next up for the world number one

is a Wimbledon final rematch against
Berrettini, whom Djokovic called the
“Hammer of Tennis” as “probably the

hardest hitter of serve and forehand”
next to 2009 US Open winner Juan Mar-
tin del Potro. “He’s got the lethal-serve-
plus-one game. He’s already established
as a top player,” Djokovic said. “If he
serves well, which is his biggest weapon,
he’s tough. He’s tough on any surface to
play against.”

Djokovic beat Berrettini in four sets
in both a French Open quarter-final and
July’s Wimbledon final, and won their
only other meeting at the 2019 ATP Fi-
nals. He hopes to put the Hammer down
once more. “We’re going to play the third
Grand Slam in a row against each oth-
er,” he said. “Hopefully the result will
be the same like the previous two.”

Djokovic had a tussle with Brooks-
by until fitness factored in and the 20-
year-old wildcard could not move around
the court. “Expected the battle, and I got
one,” Djokovic said. “I’m pleased to over-
come it.” A tweet by 2003 US Open win-
ner Andy Roddick during the match not-
ed of Djokovic, “First he takes your
legs... Then he takes your soul.” “Thanks

Andy,” Djokovic said. “I’ll take that as
a compliment, the first part. “The sec-
ond part, I don’t take anybody’s souls...
But I’ll take your legs out, for sure.”

Delighted to have fans
Djokovic was delighted to play be-

fore a full crowd at Arthur Ashe Stadi-
um in the wake of limited crowds at pri-
or Slams due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
“People missed the action, missed the
entertainment, being locked up for more
than a year,” he said. “Now under cer-
tain conditions you are able to go and
watch sports live, which is nice. “Last
year and a half was tough for everyone,
so it’s really refreshing and it’s really
beautiful to see a full stadium.”

As his potential date with history
moved nearer, Djokovic recalled dyeing
his hair for his first Slam match as a 17-
year-old at the 2005 Australian Open.
“That seems like ages ago, and it is. I
mean, it has been now 16 years since my
first center court Grand Slam match.
But what a great ride.” AGENCIES

VISHY EXCITED TO LEAD STAR-
STUDDED TEAM AT OLYMPIAD
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Prepares to take down his tough US Open quarter-finals opponent in his Grand Slam quest

Photo: AP

India’s Shardul Thakur (L) celebrates taking the wicket of England captain Joe Root (R) on the fifth day
of the fourth Test match between England and India at the Oval cricket ground in London

R
ohit Sharma took
the player-of-the-
match award and
Jasprit Bumrah
produced what
pundits called
the “spell of the
summer” but

Shardul Thakur’s role was no less
important in fashioning India’s vic-
tory in the fourth test against Eng-
land on Monday.

The team led by Virat Kohli pro-
duced a bowling masterclass on a flat
deck at The Oval to prevail by 157
runs and go 2-1 up in the five-test se-
ries. India conceded a 99-run first in-
nings lead but Rohit’s century pow-
ered them to 466 in their second in-
nings before Bumrah and company
dismantled England on the final day.

Unlike Rohit and Bumrah,
Thakur’s contribution -- two fifties
and three crucial wickets -- was more
spread out and with both the ball
and the bat. “I thought Shardul’s was
a match-winning effort. To be hon-
est, he deserved the Man of the
Match as well for the performance
he put,” Rohit said after collecting
his award. “A crucial breakthrough
for the team when England was 100
without loss, getting that crucial
breakthrough was very important
and then getting the wicket of Joe
Root as well, he came in and got the
wicket. How can we forget his bat-
ting, to come in and score 50 off just
31 balls in the first innings says a
lot, he loves his batting and he has
worked hard on it, I have seen him
over the years. He wants to prove a
point that he can bat and can give
us momentum-changing innings as
well. Yes, I got the Man of the Match,
but I really feel he should have been
part of that as well,” he added.

Morale-boosting
performance 

■  Put into bat, India were 127-7
when number eight batsman
Thakur launched a spectacular
counter-attack to top-score for his
side with 57. The 36-ball blitz not
only lent respectability to the Indi-
an total but also lifted the morale of
a team, who had been let down by
their frontline batsmen.

■  With the ball in hand, the right-
arm bowler dismissed Ollie Pope,

whose 81 was the highest
score in England’s first in-

nings.Thakur made a breezy
60 in the second innings

and claimed two crucial
wickets to clear the path
for India’s victory.

■  Chasing 368, Eng-
land were cruising at
100 for no loss when

Thakur dismissed Rory
Burns to break the stand.

The 29-year-old, dubbed
“Lord Shardul” by fans on social

media, effectively sealed the match
when he dismissed England’s in-
form captain Joe Root for 36.

■  “If you look at the impact per-
formance we were looking for from
the lower middle order, I think
what Shardul has done in this
game has to be remembered for a
long time,” Kohli said.

■  “It is massive. Shardul Thakur
played two crucial knocks that re-
ally helped us to gain momentum.
Even in the first innings, he changed
the momentum and it shifted to-
wards us. We created a lot of pres-
sure and we got two wickets in the
evening session on the first day. And
in the second innings, we had got-
ten to a reasonable score but he took
the team to safety, and with the ball,
he took the crucial wickets. His im-
pact was massive, it is always nec-
essary to have that fifth bowler who
gives you that comfort and does the
job for the team. Hopefully, he car-
ries on,” said pacer Jasprit Bumrah
during a virtual press conference af-
ter the match concluded. AGENCIES

With the win in the Oval

Test against England

on Monday, India

skipper Virat Kohl

has become the

Asian captain with

the most number of

wins (6) in SENA countries.

SENA comprises South Africa,

England, New Zealand and

Australia. Over the course of

his captaincy career, Kohli has

recorded three Test wins in

the UK, two in Australia and

one in South Africa. Kohli is

already the most successful

Indian Test captain, having

surpassed MS Dhoni in 2019. 

Gave team the crucial breakthrough
to help in India’s Oval triumph

HIGHEST TEST WINS

AS ASIAN CAPTAIN
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