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C
ristiano Ronaldo has become the all-time
top scorer in men's international football,
with two late goals as Portugal beat the
Republic of Ireland 2-1, while holders

France drew 1-1 with Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2022
World Cup qualifying on Wednesday.

O
pener Rohit Sharma has toppled his skip-
per Virat Kohli to become the top-ranked
Indian batsman after being placed fifth
on the latest ICC men's Test Player

Rankings. Rohit's scores of 19 and 59 in the third Test
lifted him one place to a career-best fifth position, seven

rating points more than Kohli for an aggregate of 773. The last
time someone other than Kohli was the top-ranked India bats-
man was in November 2017, when Cheteshwar Pujara was sec-
ond and Kohli fifth.

CRISTIANO RONALDO 

Footballer with most
international goals

ROHIT SHARMA

Best-ranked Indian
batsman on ICC Test
Player Rankings

The five-time Ballon d'Or winner also
equalled Sergio Ramos's European mark

of 180 caps

England captain Joe Root's sublime form in the ongoing
World Test Championship series against India has
helped him reclaim the top spot for batsmen after near-
ly six years

RIGHT TO
REPAIR
movement
WHAT: Recent-

ly, the US
P r e s i -

dent Joe Biden signed an executive
order urging the Federal Trade Com-
mission to curb restrictions imposed
by manufacturers that limit con-
sumers’ ability to repair their gadg-
ets on their own terms. With elec-
tronic gadgets becoming difficult to
repair, activists and consumer or-
ganisations are advocating the ‘Right
to Repair’ movement, which aims at
enabling consumers to repair their

electronics products by themselves
or by third-party technicians. In oth-
er words, the movement demands that
manufacturers make authentic spare
parts of a product available to buy-
ers of that product, giving them the
power to get their product repaired
from independent repair shops 
instead of depending solely on the
manufacturer for authentic parts.
The Right to Repair movement had
started as a vehicle repair policy, and
then reached the electrical appliance
industry.

WHYis it important: With
tech companies in-
tentionally slowing

down older models or products so that con-
sumers buy the newer ones and drive up the
sales, activists of this movement feel a curb
on tech companies would help the cus-
tomers, who end up spending huge amounts
of money on these appliances and gadgets,
and sometimes find them to become obso-
lete within a few years after purchase. For
example, a  smartphone’s battery is likely
to degrade over time and slow down the de-
vice’s performance. And, if the battery is
not replaceable, the consumer is forced to
dump the device and spend thousands of ru-
pees on a new phone. Right to repair advo-
cates also argue that this will help boost
business for small repair shops, which are
an important part of local economies. More
important, it will help reduce the vast
mountain of electrical waste (e-waste)
that piles up each year on the planet.

HOW are
tech giants reacting to it:
Large tech companies, in-
cluding Apple, Microsoft,
Amazon and Tesla, have
been lobbying against the
right to repair. According
to them, opening up their
intellectual property to
third party repair services
or amateur repairers could
lead to exploitation and im-
pact the safety and securi-
ty of their devices. Tesla,
for example, has fought
against the right to repair
advocacy, stating that such
initiatives threaten data 
security and cyber 
security.

RIGHT TO REPAIR
MOVEMENT AROUND

THE WORLD
Apart from the US, the UK, too
has introduced the Right to
Repair rules that should make it
easier to buy and repair 
daily-use gadgets, such as TVs
and washing machines

What about India
According to the supporters
of the movement, a Right
to Repair law could be
especially valuable in a
country like India, where
service networks are often
sketchy and authorised
workshops are few and far 

FOR THE RECORD
The Global E-Waste Monitor 2020 shows that consumers discarded
around 53.6 million tons worth of electronics in 2019 globally, up
by 20 per cent in 5 years. India generated 3.2 million tons of e-
waste last year, ranking third after China (10.1 million tons) and the
United States (6.9 million tons)

Share your views at toinie175@gmail.com

DC FanDome 2021 will
return on Oct 16; first
look of 'Black Adam',

'Aquaman 2' out 

W arner Bros has announced
that DC FanDome, the ulti-
mate global fan experience,

will return on October 16, offering first
look into Dwayne Johnson-starrer 'Black
Adam' film and behind-the-scenes
footage of features like 'Aquaman' and
'Shazam!' sequels at an all-new stream-
ing event. The "free virtual event" will
take place at DCFanDome.com, but will
also be available on Twitch, YouTube,
Facebook and Twitter.

 DC FanDome will bring together
"world's greatest super heroes and
super villains" together, featuring an
unrivalled gathering of casts and cre-
ators behind fan-favourite DC games,
comics, movies, and TV shows 

 In the films section, the fans will
also get to witness an exclusive new
trailer of the Robert Pattinson-star-
rer 'The Batman", new content from
"DC League of Super-Pets", and a
sneak peek at ‘The Flash’, featuring
Ezra Miller

MOVIES

India’s average particulate matter
concentration is seven times the
WHO’s guideline, reducing the life
expectancy by an
average of 5.9 years,
compared to what it
would be if the guideline
is met, according to a
study by the University
of Chicago... 

Air pollution cuts life expectancy
in India by 6 years

510 million residents of northern
India are on track to lose 8.5 years of
life expectancy on average, if the pol-

lution levels persist Air pollution
is shortening lives by 9.7 years in

Delhi and 9.5 years in UP, the most-
polluted states

After Bill Clinton, Hillary turns thriller writer,
and an Indian-American is central to the plot

F
ormer United
States’ Secretary of
State Hillary
Clinton, following in

the footsteps of her husband,
has embarked on her journey
as a thriller writer. 'State of
Terror' is Hillary Clinton's
upcoming international politi-
cal thriller, set in the
"Byzantine" world of
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Iran. It takes off with a "baf-
fling text from an anonymous
source" received by an Indian
American Foreign Service
Officer (FSO), Anahita Dahir.

Hillary, like her husband,
has been a prolific writer,
whose first book was the

best-selling 'It Takes A
Village' (1995), fol-

lowed by many others
on different sub-

jects, including her
account of her
tenure as the

67th US
Secretary of State,

'Hard Choices'

BOOK

3 MILLION
Number of Indian accounts banned by WhatsApp in the 46-day period—

June 16 to July 31. Overall, more than 95 per cent of bans in India are due
to the unauthorised use of automated or bulk messaging ('Spam'). These

number have also increased significantly since 2019 because our systems have
increased in sophistication, the firm said. In its first compliance report, which
covered the time between May 15 and June 15, WhatsApp had said, it banned 2
million Indian users. In July, search engine giant Google said that it removed over
1.5 lakh pieces of content based on complaints received in May and June, and
over 98 per cent of these were related to copyright.
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Founder’s Day, Investiture
Ceremony celebrated at Ryan

T
eachers are a spe-
cial blessing from
the Almighty.
They have a huge

responsibility of shaping
the lives of the students for
a better future. With their
sheer determination and
hard work, they mould our
personalities into good
human beings. During the
overwhelming consequences of the
pandemic, education has been shift-
ed to online platform which in-
creased their  workload. Both teach-
ers and students are learning to adapt
to the new system. Though all the
study material has been provided dig-
itally to students via internet and de-

spite them having chewed
and digested it, still the
conceptual understanding
and learning of each topic
can be provided by a
teacher only.

Spending hours and
hours in front of devices,
preparing study material
for students, learning about
new digital tools and man-

aging their homes at the same time
is a tedious job, yet they manage to
welcome us every morning with a
cheerful smile. Teachers are the back-
bone on which the system of educa-
tion is standing.

Srishti Saxena,class X, Seth Anandram
Jaipuria School, Vasundhara, Ghaziabad

R
yan In-
t e r n a -
t i o n a l
S c h o o l

Noida extension
celebrated its
Founders’ Day
and Investiture
ceremony on Au-
gust 28. Despite
the fact that it was
held online, it was
a moving tribute to
founder chairman Dr A
F Pinto.

The programme
was steered ahead by
Diti Singh and Vaanya,
students of class IX.
The eminent guest for
the day was Pradeep
Sharma BSF asst com-

mandant. Students ex-
pressed their love and
happiness and wishes
for chairman through
the song ‘Showers of
blessings’. A documen-
tary was shared with
the audience about the
12 vision points of our
mentor that plays a ma-

jor role in shap-
ing every stu-
dent’s life and fu-
ture.

The investi-
ture ceremony
for the newly
elected student
council 2021-22
was also con-
ducted virtually.
The newly elect-

ed members were in-
troduced and the pres-
ident Vidhi Agarwal
took the oath adminis-
tered by the principal
Seema Kasumra. Shub-
hi Gupta, newly elected
prime minister pro-
posed the vote of
thanks.

A
peejay School,
Pitampura cele-
brated valedic-
tory ceremony

of Smt Rajeshwari Paul
Annual Music Fest Vib-
huti-2021 on August 27. It
was an online potpourri
of inter school competi-
tions celebrating
and promoting
artistic expres-
sion among the
students.

The high-
light of the we-
binar was the in-
troductory ses-
sion of ‘In Con-
versation’ series,
an intimate and
enriching tête-à-

tête with the guest of ho-
nour, Padma Shri, Padma
Bhushan, Dr Saroja
Vaidyanathan. The stu-
dents were over awed by
the magnetic presence of
the danseuse and thrilled
at the opportunity to put
forth their questions.

The judges with their
rich experience went
through all the entries
with the school’s arts fac-
ulty and shared their ap-
preciation for the imagi-
nation, creativity and tal-
ent of the participants
and lauded the efforts of
the school in providing a
platform to the students
to channelise their artis-
tic and aesthetic sensibil-
ity. The eagerly awaited
moment of result decla-

ration for all the
events –
Kalakritim (Art),
G e e t a m
( S i n g i n g ) ,
Vaidyam (Per-
c u s s i o n ) ,
N r i t h y a m
(Dance) and
rolling trophy
winner was met
with thunderous
applause.

VIBHUTI-2021: An
exuberant experience

With right mix of chalks a
teacher can change lives

D
r Grace Pinto, man-
aging director, Ryan
International Group
of Institutions was
presented the Shik-

sha Bhushan Sanman 2021 by
Bhagat Singh Koshyari, gover-
nor of Maharashtra during the
Matrubhumi Bhushan Award
Ceremony organised by the Hin-
di Academy at Raj Bhavan, Mum-
bai on August 18.

The event was organised to
celebrate the spirit of leadership
in different spheres of life and
honour the veterans of the armed
forces in various fields for their
service to the nation. Dr Pinto

was awarded for her noteworthy
contribution to the segment of
education.She strongly advocates
the use of emerging trends to

make education more equitable,
engaging and meaningful.

While receiving the award Dr
Grace Pinto expressed, “It is the

vision and leadership of our
chairman, Dr A F Pinto and the
good wishes of our stakeholders
that has gotten us such recogni-
tion. The Ryan Group continues
to make significant contribution
in the segment of education by
empowering youth – the future
of our society.”

Former Maharashtra Gov-
ernment home minister Kri-
pashankar Singh; Director,
Ryan Group, Dr Snehal Pinto;
president of the Hindi Acade-
my Dr Pramod Pandey and vice
president Alok Chaubey and
other dignitaries were present
on the occasion.

Dr Grace Pinto conferred with
Shiksha Bhushan Sanman 2021

A
day to pay obei-
sance to the
teachers, thank-
ing for all the

knowledge and life-lessons.
Sam International School
recognised the contribution
of its founder chairman
Praveen Kumar and prin-

cipal Karuna Verma on the
occasion of Guru Purnima.

Staff presented a bou-
quet to show reverence and
to salute their unending
contribution in always
guiding the teachers and
the students. This was hom-
age to the great gurus for
always showing a path of
righteousness to their
pupils.

AAYUSH BANSAL,
class V, Rukmini Devi
Public School

SAMYRA SINGH,
class IV, New Era
Public Mayapuri

DRAVYANSH SINGH,
class V, Rukmini Devi

Public School

D
elhi Public School
Ghaziabad Interna-
tional proudly made
its mark in the inter-

national arena once again when
it made it to the top five at IIU
Sattva’s Global Collaboration
SDG Project.

Five students of the school
participated in the internation-
al competition and worked on the
project with specific emphasis on
target 14.3 which is to ‘Reduce
Ocean Acidification’. At a junc-
ture when scientists are sound-
ing a red alert as far as global
warming, climate catastrophes
and environmental disasters are
concerned, the environment am-
bassadors of the school took on
the responsibility of being the

harbingers of a better earth
through sustainable practices.

Five students of the school,
Lakshay Uppal, Tazkiya W Qadri,
Yash Tyagi and Advik Goel from
class IX and Lavanya Goel from
class VIII, participated in the ‘Eco
cheeks category.

175 schools from 15 coun-
tries participated in this pres-
tigious event and our students
once again proved that they are
led by the commitment to con-
nect, create and collaborate in
a mission to dream about a
healthy planet.

DPSGI crowned with Global
SDG Project Award

I
would work to make my dreams of our country come true.
Firstly, I would remove the names of religion and caste in
application forms. Then I would wipe out the concept of

caste and unite all as a family of Indians. I would try to eradi-
cate poverty. I would provide jobs to everyone instead of pro-
viding pensions.

As PM, my first target would be to eliminate black money.
Some people do not pay taxes and keep the money stocked in
some secret places and are used for wrong purposes.  

Children would be made to do small
tasks and their hard work would give them
confidence to do something in their life.
They would prove to be useful citizens of
our country.

Corruption of any manner would be
dealt with in the strictest way and severe
penalties would be awarded.

I would change the whole system of
education. There would be no pass-fail system. Everyone who
completes a course would be declared successful.  

I would see to it that no one begs on the roads or streets.
All the huts would be replaced by comfortable homes. Basic
facilities such as water, power and roads would be made free.
I shall tax the rich heavily as they enjoy the benefits of
development more. I would ensure that one person from each
home is a government servant and that every department

would be customer-friendly. I will work tirelessly for the
country, to eradicate all the evils.

Y Pranathi, class VIII, SBOA Public (Sr Sec) School, Ernakulam

H
umourous incidents keep happening in our 
online class, quite unexpectedly and offer pleas-
ant surprises. One such incident happened

recently. I am very poor in Hindi and try to focus 
more on it.

It was a sunny day and our teacher was taking a
chapter which was quite tedious. I felt bored and my
thoughts began to wander. I looked outside the window

and basked in the beauty around as
nature was at its best.  When the
teacher noticed that I was not pay-
ing attention, she called out my
name and asked me a question. I stared
at her with a blank expression. I was
shocked and could  only hear the word
‘paani’ and I was at a loss. 

I didn’t know what to do with the word, whether to say
the antonym, synonym or meaning. My
friends were trying to tell me the answer
but they were not audible. Then I heard
someone whispering ‘maari’ and guessing it
would be the answer, I said ‘maari’ in
style and with confidence.

But my answer was wrong, it was

actually ‘vari’ (synonym of water in Hindi) and I had heard
it wrong. One or two began to chuckle and it spread and
the whole class began to laugh. Well, the teacher as she
tried to correct me, joined the laughter.

Though I felt embarrassed, the thought that my answer
helped break the boredom comforted me,

especially in these depressing times.
After the class, all mocked me and

some even called me ‘maari’. 
Megha Manoj, class Xl, Blooming Buds

Bethania Sr Sec School, 

Vellithurithi, Thrissur

IF I  WERE
THE PRIME MINISTER

Wipe out caste, unite all as Indians

When ‘vari’ turned to ‘maari’…

Guru Purnima fete at
Sam Int’l
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