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NEERAJ CHOPRA

J
avelin thrower Neeraj Chopra has gained 14 places to
become world number two in the latest world rankings after
his sensational show in the Tokyo Olympics. The 23-year-old
athlete is only behind German athlete Johannes Vetter, who

has a 1,396 score, as per the latest update
issued by the World Athletics. Neeraj has a

score of 1,315 in men's javelin throw
after his Tokyo Olympics gold. The star
athlete's historic golden throw in the
Olympics has been listed as one of the

10 magical moments of athletics (track
and field) in the Tokyo Olympics by the

World Athletics.

GOLDEN BOY OF
INDIA IS WORLD NO 2
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Neeraj Chopra created history
on August 7 becoming the

first Indian to win a gold
in track and field in the
Olympics. He threw the
javelin to a distance of
87.58m to pick the yel-
low metal at the Tokyo

Games.

Neeraj had 143,000
followers on Instagram

before the Olympics but
now has a staggering 3.2
million, making him the
most-followed track and
field athlete in the world

Ahead of India's 75th Independence Day, the ministry of
home affairs has directed states to ensure they do not
use plastic Tricolours at any function, as “plastic flags

are non-biodegradable and lead to loss of dignity of the
National Flag”. So, what are the rules governing the Tricolour.

TIMES NIE decodes the Flag Code of India 2002...

1Part I of the
Code provides
a general
description of

the National Flag.
Among other things,
it says that the
Tricolour “shall be
made of hand spun

and hand-woven
wool/cotton/silk khadi

bunting” and should
comprise three rectan-
gular panels for the
three colours —  saf-
fron, white and green
— of equal width.

FACTOIDFACTOID

Saluting the

2The ratio of the
length to the height
(width) of the Flag
shall be 3:2

3The Tricolour of
450X300 mm size
are intended for
aircraft on VVIP

flights, 225X150 mm size for
motor-cars and 150X100 mm
size for table flags

4Wherever the flag
is flown, it should
occupy the position
of honour and be

distinctly placed

5The flag
should not be
damaged or
dishevelled

and it should not be
used as a “festoon,
rosette or bunting or
in any other manner
for decoration".
Further, it cannot be
used as a covering on
desks or as a drape
and “shall not be
allowed to touch the
ground or the floor or
trail in water"

DISPOSAL OF PAPER FLAGS
The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act says that flags “made
of paper may be waved by people at public functions and important
occasions". But it also lays down rules for how these flags are to be
disposed off after such events. “Such paper flags should not be discard-
ed or thrown on the ground after the event. As far as possible, it should be
disposed of in private, consistent with the dignity of the Flag," it says,
adding that “when the Flag is in a damaged or soiled condition, it shall be
destroyed as a whole in private, preferably by burning or by any other
method consistent" with its dignity. (SOURCE: MHA)

JOIN US IN 
CREATING 
AWARENESS ON

THE MISUSE OF
FLAGS MADE OF PLASTIC.
SHARE YOUR VIEWS AT
toinie175@gmail.com

£1,850
That's the price of a piece

of cake from the 1981 wed-
ding of Prince Charles and

Lady Diana Spencer that
was sold recently. It was

accompanied by a warning
not to eat it. The original

asking price of this 40-
year-old slab of marzipan

and thick cream icing
crowned with the royal coat

of arms in gold, red, blue
and silver was £300 to

£500. However, it garnered
more than the triple.

1Moyra Smith, who
worked at Queen
Elizabeth II's mother's

Clarence House in central
London, originally received the
cake.

2It was sold at the same
auction house in 2008
for £1,000 to a private

collector in the wake of
Smith's death, who sold it
again for a profit.

3This cake was kept by
Smith, with the cling
film intact, in a cake tin

that was labelled ‘Handle with
care’ and dated  July 29, 1981,
the date of the wedding.

IN OTHER NEWS

T he Indian space programme suffered 
a serious setback on Thursday, as its
GSLV-F10 rocket failed midway in its

mission of putting into orbit the Geo-Imaging
Satellite-1 (GISAT-1). Along with the rocket, the
2,268 kg GISAT-1/EOS-03 communication satel-
lite carried by the rocket was also lost. The 57.10
metre-tall, 416 ton-Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle (GSLV-F10) lifted off from the
second launch pad at 5.43 am.

‘WHO CALL ON EMERGENCY NOD
FOR COVAXIN IN SEPTEMBER’ 

A WHO official has said the 
agency’s assessment of made-in-India
Covaxin is at an advanced stage and a

decision on emergency authorisation for Bharat
Biotech’s vaccine is likely by mid-September.
Covaxin is still to be authorised by Western
authorities. A top vaccines’ official at the World
Health Organisation says the agency expects to
make a decision next month on an emergency
authorisation for the Indian-made Covid-19 vaccine made by Bharat Biotech, a shot that has yet
to be authorised by any Western regulatory authorities. 

LATA MANGESHKAR, BIG B, SONU
NIGAM SING FOR 'HUM HINDUSTANI'

H um Hindustani will witness 15 Bollywood personalities 
coming together to lend their voices for the first time for a
patriotic soundtrack. Industry legends Lata Mangeshkar,

Amitabh Bachchan, Padmini Kolhapure, Anil Agarwal, Sonu Nigam,
Kailash Kher, Alka Yagnik, and Shabbir Kumar have lent their voices for
the song. Next-gen stars like Shraddha Kapoor, Sonakshi Sinha, Shruti
Hassan, Tara Sutaria, Ankit Tiwari, Siddhanth Kapoor, and Jannat Zuber
too will be singing the song. 

INDIA'S ATTEMPT TO HAVE ITS EYE
IN THE SKY FAILS

The GSLV-F10 is a three stage/engine rocket. The core of the first stage is fired with
solid fuel and the four strap-on motors by liquid fuel. The second is the liquid fuel
and the third is the cryogenic engine.

‘SACH’ A CAMARADERIE!
Tokyo Olympics silver medallist Mirabai Chanu
was left inspired after meeting legend Sachin
Tendulkar on Wednesday. "Loved meeting
@sachin_rt Sir this morning! His words of wis-
dom & motivation shall always stay with me.
Really inspired," the Indian weightlifter tweet-
ed. "Equally happy to meet you this morning,
@mirabai_chanu! It was wonderful talking to
you about your inspiring journey from Manipur
to Tokyo. You've got places to go in the coming
years, keep working hard," Sachin Tendulkar
replied to Chanu.
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DaySpecial

Please do share it with your students.

SPECIAL
WEEKENDER ISSUE

A week-long celebration
of India’s Independence starts on our
website from Monday, August 9
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SHARE
YOUR

STORIES
Celebrate India
with us.
Tell us what 
makes you a 
proud Indian

Can you describe 
India in 5 words 
or less?

Join the 
conversation on 
@TOIStudent on 

Follow:
 #IDaywithTOIStudent

Take a walk through history with us, as we tell you the
Story of India like never before…

CELEBRATING INDIA, OUR WAY
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THROUGH
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FORGOTTEN
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TERRIFIC
TRIVIA

QUIRKY
QUIZZES

AND MUCH,
MUCH MORE

Your new
mobile set
could be made
of recycled
products!

Samsung Electronics has said that it will use
recycled material in all of its new mobile prod-
ucts by 2025, as the South Korean tech giant

vowed to minimise environmental impact. Samsung
unveiled its new sustainable vision for the mobile
business, 'Galaxy for the Planet', on Wednesday,
where the company also introduced new foldable
smartphones. To achieve its initial sustainability
goals, Samsung said, it will first try to incorporate
recycled material in all new mobile products and
eliminate all plastics in mobile packaging by 2025.

The world's largest
smartphone vendor also
plans to achieve zero
power standby con-
sumption of smartphone
chargers, aiming for a
reduction to below
0.005 watts by 2025

Tricolour



SCHOOL IS COOLIt’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13, 202102
'' Our environment is in grave danger and there is a
need to collectively make efforts to protect it.''

The school celebrated World Nature Con-
servation Day on July 28. Childern par-
ticipated virtually and spoke about

the significance of this day. They planted
saplings and participated in an essay
competition.

World Nature Conservation
Day is observed every year on
July 28 to raise awareness to
protect mother Earth. Conser-
vation is the principle of re-
source use, allocation and pro-
tection of the health of the natu-
ral world. It is important for both
renewable and non-renewable energy.

A few simple steps
you can take to protect
the earth are reduce,
reuse and recycle; cut
down on what you throw
away; volunteer for clean-
ups in your community;

conserve water; use long-lasting bulbs and plant trees.

Senior teacher Sreekala P
Vijayan has been conferred the
medal of "Order of

Shakespeare" by Motivational
Strips, a writers' forum. She
was given the medal for her
literary contributions in the
field of world literature, and
for mentoring many students from
the school in writing poetry. 

She is a renowned poet, academi-
cian, and author of the poetry book
'Soul In Whole'. She has been writing

poems from her childhood and cur-
rently anchors two literary talk

shows in social media platforms. Her
poems reflect human emotions,
sagacity and day-to-day relatable

sequences of general life. 
The management and staff of
the school wish her great suc-
cess in the field of literature.
CEO Keerthan Kumar said

Sreekala has brought pride to the
institution.

I f I were a lamppost, I'd be taller than I am now. No
one would be able to ask, 'how is the weather down
there?' or 'are you sure you can reach that?' Because

in this world, I'd be 20 feet tall. Taller than anyone that
has ever existed in all time. I would
look around at the roads, pave-
ments, and people around me. I
would admire the trees that stood
the test of time and watched their
brethren die before their eyes. I
would smile at the birds that decid-
ed to perch upon me on a breezy

day. I'd greet
and welcome
anyone that
came by me.
But during all
this time,
when I'm

basking in the heat of the sun and watching people run by
me to keep themselves fit- my lights are never on. All I'd
be is a plain white pole with a plastic casing that doesn't
glow. Because I watch them, but they never see me. I am
the silent spectator of a part of everyone's life,
untouched, unbothered, except for the few times some-
one decides to vandalize me. I'd have the knowledge of a
thousand gods and the power to change a million lives. 
If only I could talk.
Because as day shifts to night and the soft hues of yellow
turn to a violent red before descending to a mysterious
violet, I can hear the breezes stop. I can see the birds
halting their song. I feel the leaves stop rustling amongst

each other. Loud voices become soft chatter and decline
to whisper. And suddenly, even if a scared voice screams,
no one cares. No one rushes out to look or to save.
Innocence disappears, and suddenly the grim face of real-
ity hits. 
But what can I do? I am just a lamppost.
Laya Ranganathan, class XII, DPS - Whitefield

Teacher’s word is gospel and 
young students tend to literally
revere all their teachers. It is not

uncommon to see children
in preparatory schools
idolise their teachers
blindly and worship the
ground that they walk on.

I remember my class
teacher from South India when I was in
kindergarten, a mere four year old. One
evening, while I was practising my alpha-
bet aloud at home, my mother was most amused to hear
me recite ‘yell, yemm, yen, yo, pee’ in a heavy accent.
She tried to correct my pronunciation, instructing me to
say ‘el, em, en, o, pee’ in a more anglicised manner for
the letters ‘L, M, N,O, P…’ of the English alpha-
bet.

But would I listen to my mother at that
time? No way! And for the entire academic
year, I emulated my South Indian class

teacher right from ‘yay’ to ‘jed’, that is,
right from A to Z!

Another time that year, the teacher
had asked all students to bring in a
rupee for some charity fund. My mother
handed me two fifty paise coins in the
morning to take to school for this pur-
pose. I am still teased no end about my
wailing because I refused to take these
‘two coins’ and insisted upon being given
‘one rupee’ specifically, as the teacher
had said!

That is the age of innocence and so immense is the
influence of an educator upon young minds. 

All teachers should realise this power that they wield
and strive towards building a better future, understanding

the responsibility of handling young children
like a potter’s clay that may be moulded in any
way. 
ISHITA BASU, Senior Teacher, La Martiniere Girls'

College, Lucknow

IMPRESSIONABLE MINDS

WORLD NATURE CONSERVATION DAY

Need to create a healthy environment stressed
"Conservation is not merely a ques-
tion of morality, but a question of our
own survival" - Dalai Lama

July 28 is observed as World Na-
ture Conservation Day to cre-
ate awareness about the sig-

nificance of a healthy environment.
On this occasion, the school organ-
ized a special assembly to instill in
the students the feeling of warmth

and affection toward nature. The
main aim of celebrating it on July
28 is to come together and support
nature. Conservation of nature is
the wise management and utiliza-

tion of natural resources. As we
know that due to natural imbalance,
we are facing several problems like
global warming, various diseases,
natural disasters, increased tem-

perature, etc. Therefore, for the next
generation, it is necessary to pre-
serve it.

Students of class VI delivered a
speech, skit and dance to enlighten

the audience. The assembly con-
cluded by laying stress on the need
to create a healthy environment to
safeguard the present and future gen-
eration.

NATIONAL PUBLIC
SCHOOL-ITPL 

SOUNDARYA CENTRAL
SCHOOL

CHINMAYA
VIDYALAYA

BANASHANKARI

The school cele-
brated Guru
Purnima with

pomp and zest. On the
occasion of Guru
Purnima, students
and teachers alike
took some time out to pay gratitude to
the most committed and selfless section
of our society, the teaching community.
The special event started with a Sanskrit
shloka which describes the meaning of
the word 'guru' -  one who removes un-
awareness of his students by enlighten-
ing them.

The principal and panel of teachers

reflected on how dif-
ferent one's life would
be if he or she did not
have gurus (teachers)
to guide them. Stu-
dents across grades
made audio-visual pre-

sentations on the significant role teach-
ers play in our life; therein they also
thanked different people who mentor
them and enlighten them. An enthralling
cultural dance performance was put up
by some students; and varied heartfelt
wishes and thought-provoking messages
through e-cards were made by students
to mark the special day.

Guru Purnima: Students thank their mentors
SILVER OAKS

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL, WHITEFIELD

IF I  W E R E
A LAMPPOST

Shashank V Nataraja, class VIII, Sishu Griha Senior School

Amisha Gupta, class VIII, Delhi Public School

Vedyavirajith Vaishnav, class VII, HAL Public School

Aadharshini J S, class VI, St Anthony’s Public SchoolMonyatha K, class VI, Lawrence High School

Just want to stay here a little longer
Away and oblivious to the pain 
Safe and sound for a little while
In this fragile bubble of mine

Selfish I know, but I love it there
It's just me along with the chaos of voices
It's so lovely to be in here all alone
Shhh don't be loud or else it will all be
gone

I can let you in, if you leave out the pin
I love my bubble, just be a little gentle
And don't judge me when you see me

inside
This is the only place I have where I have
nothing to hide

My sweet bubble is strong don't worry
about that
It has some patches but I have covered all
the scars
No it is definitely not perfect, why would I
ever want that
It's my safe haven, a home that I never had

Ananya, class X, Presidency School Nandini
Layout 

MY SWEET BUBBLE
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Teacher honoured by writers' forum 
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