
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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On July 26, 2021, on the
occasion of Kargil Vi-
jay Diwas, the teach-

ers held a special assembly to
make the students aware of
the importance of the day and
to pay tributes to our brave
heroes who sacrificed their
lives for our country.

It was an opportunity for
students to understand and
appreciate every moment of
freedom we enjoy and how

much we should be indebted
to our armed forces. The real
tribute to them is when we
pledge to contribute and dis-
charge our duties toward the
country responsibly.

The programme was host-
ed by English teacher Jyothir-
mai. Principal Asha Iyengar
enlightened the students

about the prestigious awards
given to the real heroes. HOD
of Kannada department Man-
junath gave a heart-warming

speech, followed by a patriot-
ic song by HOD of Sanskrit
department Suma.

The assembly ended with

a vote of thanks by HOD of
Physics department Rashmi.
It was really a heart-piercing
show.

KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS

Tributes paid to brave heroes of Armed Forces

DEVIN ACADEMY
FOR LEARNING

The excursion to Disneyland,
Paris was a dream come
true. It was the most magical

and alluring place I have ever
seen. From the rides to the
parades to the ambience, I
enjoyed every bit!

The resort where we
stayed was incredibly lavish
and beautiful. To reach there,
we took a train from London and
landed directly at the resort
located near Disneyland. We
quickly checked in our luggage
and excitedly headed for the
park. By the time we reached the
amusement park it was late
evening and there was no time left
for the rides, but we were just in
time for the light show. The light
show displayed the Disney charac-
ters moving in air, which mes-
merised me. I remember every
moment of it. It was just like a
fairy-tale - so magical. 

There were two parks in the

complex, the Disneyland
Park and the Walt Disney
Studios Park. We had five
days in hand so we spent
two days each in both the

parks and saved the last
day to visit Paris city.

In the Disneyland
Park, we visited many
wonderful rides like ‘It’s a Small
World’, ‘Big Thunder Mountain’ and
many more. I also took auto-
graphs of many famous Disney
characters and witnessed the
Disneyworld parade. We
explored the Walt Disney
Studios Park where we saw

amazing shows and enjoyed
many rides like Ratatouille and Toy
Soldiers Parachute Drop. On the

last day, we visited Paris where
we saw the Eiffel Tower, Louvre
Museum and other fascinating
places. It was truly a wonderful

experience and I would love
to visit Paris again. 

ANAHITA JAIN,
class VIII, 

Suncity School, Gurgaon

Mon voyage à Paris

CRICKET OBSESSION HAS LED TO
NEGLECT OF OTHER SPORTS IN INDIA
We've all witnessed the enor-

mous passion Indians have
for cricket. For decades, it's

been the most glorified, mainstream
game in the country. But has this per-
haps undermined the ocean of talent

we have in other sports? Ev-
idently so. There is a spec-
trum of sports which our na-
tion hasn't enthusiastically

explored yet and the lack of populari-
ty creates a chain reaction and leads
to lesser opportunities or exposure in
the particular field. While the fame and
player statistics have increased for
games like football, badminton, and
tennis; they still require more cultur-
al impact to be seen as career options
and heavily anticipated competitions.
The unanimous acceptance and pro-
motion of cricket is not a harmful thing
in itself, but the devotion Indians show
to it has gate-kept many other poten-
tial sports, games, and players. The tal-
ent and diversity of multiple other out-
door, indoor games is highly com-
mendable. Giving more options and
more range to the youth of the nation

can help us produce more prodigies
and excel in national representation.
The amount of people who follow
sports other than cricket in India are
comparatively small,
and their support is-
n't enough to fa-
cilitate training
centres and
other expens-
es for the in-
s t i t u t i o n s
which incor-
porate these
sports. These
games and the
players have the
ability to impress
the whole nation and
gain their attention,
if only they get the
right push in their di-
rections.
-Shreya Jorapur, class X,
KLE
Society's
School

Cricket is the most popular
sport in India, and is played
on almost every street of In-

dia. But I do not agree that the ob-
session with cricket has led to the
neglect of other sports. There are

a large num-
ber of peo-

ple in In-
dia who
enjoy other sports and give
it as much importance as is
given to cricket. The Tokyo
Olympics tell it all. India has

already won medals in bad-
minton, weightlifting and is

expecting medals in other
sports as well. Young children

are enrolled in numerous differ-
ent sports classes. People all over
India are encouraging and dis-
covering talents from other sports
as well. To conclude, I don't think

that cricket obsession has led to
neglect of other sports in In-
dia.
Anagha Poojari, class X, MES

Kishore Kendra Public School

AGAINSTFOR

To nurture a love for books, the
school celebrated the Reading
Week, in the third week of

July. The wonder and magic of books
was exhibited in the classes through
an array of reading activities.

Students read aloud their
favourite excerpts from story books

they loved; created impressive story
maps of their favourite book; en-
thusiastically wrote pieces, posting
reading a designated book; analysed
their favourite characters. To stim-
ulate their imagination and to foster
their artistic expression, the students
were asked to redesign a book cover
in their own creative style. Many of
them enacted their favourite char-

acter of a book. The role play using
appropriate dress and props was an
exhilarating experience for both par-
ticipants and audience. Students en-
joyed these activities thoroughly.
During class discussions, students
talked about the books they have
read, highlighting characters and
events that they particularly liked.
They got the opportunity to share
their valuable insights and encour-
aged their peers to read their
favourite books.

English teachers played the role
of facilitator in these activities. The
book covers, role plays and class
discussions of the primary grades
were based on books ranging from
folklores and fairy tales to Enid Bly-
ton`s Find Outers, Famous Five,
R.K. Narayan`s Swami and Friends,
Malgudi Days, J K Rowling`s Har-
ry Potter, Ruskin Bond`s Rusty, The
Blue Umbrella, Sudha Murthy`s

Magic of Lost Temple, Roald Dahl`s
Matilda, Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, even funny comic books
like Suppandi, Garfield and many
more.

The students of higher grades
were involved in the DEAR (Drop
everything and Read) activity in their
English classes.

Throughout the week, the entire

school was engaged in myriad activ-
ities that helped the students to de-
velop an understanding of how books
can entertain and inspire all of us.
The active participation of the stu-
dents was a testimony of their zeal
and enthusiasm.

Let’s keep reading! As English
philosopher, Francis Bacon has said
"Reading maketh a full man".

READING WEEK

Activities help see how books entertain, inspire

DEENS ACADEMY,
GUNJUR

The school celebrated Bakrid festival on July 21.
Children participated and also
got information about this fes-

tival through the video made by
school teachers.  

The day is quite significant as it commemorates the sac-
rifice of Prophet Ibrahim. It is cele-
brated with great enthusiasm among
the Muslim community across the
world. 

Learning the significance of Bakrid

CHINMAYA VIDYALAYA
BANASHANKARI

Oh! The things I miss,
Locked in before me,
Oh, the beauty in the darkness,
Is the stars that shed beams of happi-
ness.

Oh stars! Oh stars! Your beauty in the
night,
Giving light to traveler's eyes,
Locked inside this home, there you are
out in the darkness,
Shedding your beams of happiness.

Oh, the candles in the sky,
Specks of fire in the night,
Glowing, shining, gleaming with pride,
Oh, you stars! The happiness of light
you shine!

But as you shine you sing along,
With the beams of light you shed,
The glorious light and the song of life,
The songs of happiness you cry.

Oh stars, oh stars! 
Watching you did I sleep,
And closing my eyes seeing your light,
And hearing your song until the dead
of night.

Oh stars, oh stars!
That was a long time ago,
Oh! I wait until one day,
Until I sleep under your light once
more.

But waiting still I be,
I still hear your song and see your
light,
Through my window I watch and stare,
But still I wait to sleep under your gaze
again.

Oh, I miss the light that shines my way,
As I walk through dark paths,
Singing me songs as I walk,
Hearing your song, oh stars of happi-

ness.

Oh, the day has come,
Long awaited,
Now I run, barefoot on the grass,
And sit and see the darkness,
Overcome, by the stars of happiness.

I sit and stare and stare and sit,
I gaze and look at you,
Mesmerized by your beauty, bewitched
by your song,
In a trance, ensnared
Lost in your glory.

I lay down on the grass,
And watch you as I sleep,
As you look over me and shine, you
beautiful stars,
And sleep hearing your song,
As I close my eyes at last.

Joanne Thomas, class VI, Bethany High
School, Koramangala. 

THE THINGS I MISS

The school organized an
activity-based webinar
on “Mudras” as a week-

ly activity. Faculty member
Pooja H S explained the ef-
fectiveness of mudras.

The human body is made

up of five basic elements and
is well represented by the fin-
gers in the hand. The Thumb
represents water, index finger
the Earth, middle finger rep-
resents space, the ring and lit-

tle fingers represent air and
fire respectivel. Faculty mem-
ber Vijayalakshmi demon-
strated the mudras.

The children and their
parents enthusiastically par-
ticipated in the activity and

performed the mudras.
Secretary Anupama Lak-

shmi Narasimha appreciated
the efforts of teachers Renu-
ka  B, Meenakshi and Bindu
Madhavi. Director & Princi-

pal Parthasarathi Krishna
Iyer encouraged the students
through a motivational speech
and appreciated the parents

support. Academic coordi-
nator Padmavathy supported
the teachers in the effective
execution of the programme.

Students learn about mudras and what they stand for

GANGA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
AND PU COLLEGE 

I have a little shadow that
goes in and out with me,
And what can be the use of
him is more than I can see.
He is very, very like me from
the heels up to the head;
And I see him jump before me,

when I jump into my bed.The
funniest thing about him is
the way he likes to grow-
Not at all like proper chil-
dren, which is always very
slow;
For he sometimes shoots up

taller like an india-rubber
ball,
And he sometimes gets so lit-
tle that there's none of him
at all.
Akshaya, class IV, Glentree
Academy

MY SHADOW

Prizes galore at French fest
The students of the school

won various prizes at the
La Francophonie À Tra-

vers Le Monde competitions
hosted by EuroSchool Airoli as
part of the Bastille Day cele-
bration.

The entire week was named
week of "La Francophonie À
Travers Le Monde." French
learners from schools around
India participated in competi-
tions like Discover France quiz,
Imaginez La Suite, Les Pouvoirs
Dela Publicité, Prenez la Parole.

Our students had the op-
portunity to participate in all

the competitions and also interact with
French learners from
schools all over India.
Surely enough our stu-
dents shone bright and
brought home many lau-
rels, making the school
proud!

Congratulations to
Utkarsha Pandit of class
VII who featured 1st in the
'Imaginez la suite'- Recita-
tion Competition, Laksh
Khandelwal of class VI
came third in the Discov-
er France Quiz competi-

tion and Arunima Jegajeevaraman, Faria
Siddiqui, Shreya Unni,
Shreya Ramesh and Vish-
nu Arun of class IX won
the 1st place as a team for
'Les Pouvoirs Dela Pub-
licité', the marketing and
advertisement making
competition.

Congratulations to all
the winners! The entire
Team of EuroSchool is
proud of you! Congratu-
lations to the French team
as well for their encour-
agement and motivation!

EUROSCHOOL, WHITEFIELD



A
medal already
secured, Lovli-
na Borgohain
(69kg) will be in
pursuit of histo-

ry when she takes on reigning
world champion Busenaz
Surmeneli of Turkey in the
Olympic semifinals in Tokyo on
Wednesday, aiming to become the
first ever Indian boxer to advance
to the Games final.

The 23-year-old from Assam, who start-
ed her career as a Muay Thai practition-
er, has become only the third Indian box-
er to ensure a podium finish at the show-
piece after Vijender Singh (2008) and M C
Mary Kom (2012).

Hers is also the first Olympic medal in
boxing in nine years and the aim now is to
reach where none before her has reached,
the finals. “Since the bout is in the after-
noon, we have been training in the after-
noon everyday for the past two days,” na-
tional coach Mohammed Ali Qamar said
on the eve of the crucial fight.

“As for Lovlina, all that needs to be con-
veyed in terms of strategy has been con-
veyed to her and she is ready. These two have
never faced each other before so it is an un-
chartered territory for both of them,” he
added. “She is very upbeat and confident
about a good performance and I am sure
she will deliver.”

The boxer herself seemed pretty clear
about her path ahead after the semifinal

win over former world champi-
on Nien-Chin Chen of the Chinese

Taipei. “Medal to bas gold hota hai,
let me get that first,” she had said

after the historic triumph which en-
sured that the nine-strong Indian box-

ing team that came here has at least
one medal to celebrate.

Borgohain has shown re-
markable composure for a debutant at

the sport’s biggest extravaganza. And it
is this poise that might do the trick for

her against the imposing opponent from
Turkey, who is seeded top in the draw.

Surmeneli is also 23 and has collected
two gold medals this year internationally.

The former middlewight (75kg) boxer
claims to have promised an Olympic
medal to Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan back in 2015 itself.

Borgohain is no novice either and
has secured two world championship
bronze medals so far in her career.

In fact, both Borgohain and
Surmeneli competed in the 2019 cham-
pionships, from where the latter came
out champion, while the former settled
for a bronze. The two, however, did not
face off after landing up in different
halves of the draw.

Borgohain has been candid enough
to admit that she hasn’t been the most
fearless boxer in her career but sever-
al mind exercises and meditation lat-
er, she has found the self-belief that is
needed for a big stage like the
Olympics. “I have started believing in
myself, I have stopped caring about
what others say, that’s how I have be-
come fearless,” she said.

That self-belief would be crucial
when she steps inside the ring on

Wednesday, trying to change the
colour of her medal against a for-

midable rival. PTI 

Up against world champ,

the debutant boxer relying

on self-belief to advance

RAVI, DEEPAK GET GOOD
DRAW; EUROPEAN CHAMPION

AWAITS ANSHU MALIK 
Y

oung Indian
w r e s t l e r
Sonam Ma-

lik’s Olympic de-
but ended with a
first-round defeat
on criteria against
Mongolia’s Bolor-
tuya Khurelkhuu
in the 62kg catego-
ry after the former
had adopted a de-
fensive approach in Tokyo on Tuesday.

The 19-year-old led the bout 2-0 but the
reigning Asian silver medallist
Khurelkhuu effected a take-down move
with just 35 seconds left in the contest to
level the score. The score remained 2-2 till
the end but since it was the Mongolian
who scored the last point with her move,
she was declared winner on criteria.

“Sonam was definitely a better
wrestler than the Mongolian but she made
a mistake by being over defensive. Nev-
ertheless, she has got big-stage experi-
ence,” Sonam’s coach Ajmer Malik said.

There was hardly any action for a ma-
jor part of the bout. No move was made
till one and a half minute with the two
wrestlers only trying to get a measure of
each other from standing position. The
Mongolian was put on activity clock but
Sonam scored a push-out point to take a
1-0 lead and kept that till the end of the
first three-minute period.

Another push out took her 2-0 in front.
Sonam did not let the Mongolian make
any move for a major part but Khurelkhuu
managed to get hold of the Indian’s leg
and got the decisive take-down.
Khurelkhuu being experienced knew
when to get the decisive move.

The Mongolian was later outplayed
by Bulgaria’s Tayeb Mustafa Yusein, the
second seed and 2018 world champion, the
result spelling the ouster of the Indian
wrestler. Yusein finished her bout in a jiffy,
winning by technical superiority. PTI

SONAM MALIK’S

DEBUT ENDS IN HER
FIRST-ROUND DEFEAT

Sonam Malik

Photo: TOI

T
he Indian men’s hockey team’s dream of an
Olympic gold after 41 years remained unful-
filled as it lost 2-5 to world champions Bel-
gium in the last-four stage at the in the Tokyo
Games on Tuesday. But the side is still in the
hunt for a bronze. India’s last appearance in
the final of the Olympics came way back in

1980 Moscow Games, where they went on to win their last of
the eight gold medals.

India still have a chance to secure an elusive medal from
the Olympics as they will feature in the bronze medal match
on Thursday against the losing team from the second semifi-
nal between Australia and Germany later in the day.

Defence put under pressure

■  India’s goals came from the sticks of Harmanpreet Singh
(7th) and Mandeep Singh (8th). The Indians had only them-
selves to blame for the disappointment as Belgium’s all four
goals came from penalty corners. The Indian defence was
put under relentless pressure by the Belgians as they secured
as many as 14 penalty corners, and converted four. Alexan-
der Hendrickx (19th, 49th, 53rd minutes), the tournament’s
highest goal getter, scored a hat-trick while Loick Luypaert
(2nd minute) and John-John Dohmen (60th) also struck to
hand the reigning silver-medallists their second successive
entry into the final of the Olympics.

■  Belgium’s game plan was clear from the onset as they tried
to enter the Indian circle and earn penalty corners with Hen-
drickx and Luypaert in their ranks. The ploy worked to per-
fection as the Indian defence wilted under pressure to concede
the set pieces. India too earned five penalty corners in the
match but could make use of just one.

India start late

■  The Indians started slowly as Belgium had the initial burst
of the match, controlling the proceedings for the first five
minutes which also yielded them a goal. Belgium scored from
their first attack, earning a penalty corner which was con-
verted by Luypaert with a powerful flick in the second minute.
The Indians came back strongly and changed the course of
the match in a span of two minutes with two goals.

■  India secured two penalty corners in the seventh minute,
the second of which was beautifully converted by Harman-
preet for his fifth goal of the tournament. A minute later,
Mandeep, under pressure for his underwhelming form, gave
India the lead with a fine field goal. Mandeep beautifully re-
ceived a Amit Rohidas cross from the right, turned over and
found the back of the net with a fierce reverse hit past Vin-
cent Vanasch in front of the Belgium goal.

■  India got another chance in the first quarter in the form

of a penalty corner but Rupinder Pal Singh’s effort this time
was saved by Vanasch. Trailing by a goal, the Red Lions came
out stronger in the second quarter and pressed hard on the
Indian defence which wilted under pressure, conceding four
penalty corners, and Hendrickx converted to level the scores.
Minutes later Sreejesh pulled off a reflex save to deny Dock-
ier. Belgium secured their sixth penalty corner but it was
well defended by the Indians.

■  The Belgians dominated in terms of circle pen-
etrations after the change of ends but India de-
fended stoutly with numbers to thwart any
danger to their citadel. The Indians got an-
other golden chance to take the lead, earn-
ing their fifth penalty corner in the 38th
minute but Belgium, this time, de-
fended well.

Desperate move
backfires

■  With both the teams locked
at two goals apiece after the third
quarter, the stakes were high in
the fourth and final quarter and
it was the Red Lions who came
out on top by breaching the Indi-
an citadel thrice.

■  Belgium went on the offensive
and secured three consecutive
penalty corners in the 49th
minute and again it was Hen-
drickx, who rose to the oc-
casion for a 3-2 lead.

■  With a goal upfront,
the Belgians kept up
the pressure and In-
dia conceded three
more penalties, re-
sulting in a stroke
for the champions
which Hendrickx
used for his third
goal of the match.

■  Trailing by two goals,
a desperate India with-
drew goalkeeper Sreejesh
for an extra player but the
move backfired as Dohmen
slammed home in an empty
net from a counter to shatter
India’s hopes. PTI

OLYMPIC WATCH
August 4,

2021

ATHLETICS

Men’s Javelin Throw Qualification

Neeraj Chopra,

Shivpal Singh

GOLF

Women’s Individual

Strokeplay

Aditi Ashok

Men’s Freestyle 57kg Round

of 16 and Quarter-Finals

Ravi Kumar Dahiya

Men’s Freestyle 86kg Round

of 16 and Quarter-Finals

Deepak Punia

Women’s Freestyle 57kg Round of 16

and Quater-Finals

Anshu Malik

HOCKEY

Women’s

Semi-Finals

INDIANS IN

THE FRAY

WRESTLING

2-5 loss to Belgium sees hockey team ousted from race for the final

Indian players look at the screen for a

pending video umpire referral during

their men’s field hockey semifinal

match against Belgium
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I
ndian wrestler Ravi Dahiya
got a good draw as he will
open his 57kg campaign in
the Tokyo Olympics against
Colombia’s Tigreros Ur-

bano on Wednesday. going by
form, he should not face much dif-
ficulty in reaching at least the
semifinals.

If Ravi, the 2019 World Cham-
pionship bronze medallist and
reigning Asian champion, wins
his opener against the Colom-
bian, then he will take on ei-
ther Algeria’s Abdelhak
Kherabache or Georgi
Valentinov Van-
gelov from Bul-
garia. In the
semifinals, he is
likely to face ei-
ther Serbian top seed Stevan An-
dria Micic or Japan’s Yuki Taka-
hashi, after they were drawn to
meet in the opening round.

In the men’s freestyle

86kg, Deepak Punia is pitted
against Nigeria’s Ekerekeme

Agiomor, the African cham-
pionship bronze medal-
list. If the 2019 Worlds sil-
ver medallist wins, he will

be up against either Chi-
na’s Zushen Lin or Peru’s

Edinson Ambrocio
Greifo, the 2020 Pan

American silver win-
ner.

Meanwhile, the
19-year-old Anshu
Malik has got a
difficult opener as

she has drawn Eu-
ropean champion Iri-
na Kurachikina. Pro-

vided she wins, next
up for her would
be either Rio
Olympics silver
medallist from
Russia, Valeria
Koblova, or Mexi-
co’s Alma Jane. PTI

Deepak Punia 
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Ravi Dahiya
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Anshu
Malik

COMPOSED LOVLINA CHASES
HISTORIC FINAL BERTH

Photo: GETTY IMAGES
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