
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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INTERVIEW

N
aman Bajpai, a class X student of
Atomic Energy Central School,
Mumbai is a fifteen-year-old entre-
preneur who founded Dynamic

Rocketry. The Mumbai lad, who has a staff
of 25 employees, and  dreams of sending
rockets to space, is an amateur rocketeer.
Bajpai is passionate about photography and
has also received dual merit in the Green
Olympiads organized by Teri.
Excerpts of an interview: 

 Tell us about your organization.
Dynamic Rocketry is a student organization work-
ing to bring space to people and helping our
country to advance in aerospace technology. We
believe that passion, hard work and knowledge

outrank your age, background and the school
you're attending. We are currently working on
hawk-1 which is a two-staged sub-orbital rocket
that could carry 30 kgs to 230km. It is set to fly
in March 2022.

 What motivated you to start this initiative?
My love for aerospace and the lack
of opportunities for students to
have hands-on experience of solving
real-life problems related to aero-
space motivated me to start this ini-
tiative. I passionately believe that it
will motivate other people too.

 What problems did you face as
a young fifteen-year-old entrepre-

neur?
In India a 15-year-old is expected to be studying for
the class X exams, but I was managing both. Initially
there was a lot of pressure from my family to study
and a lot of second thoughts arose in my mind. 
My fellow aerospace engineers also had doubts
about whether i would be able to sail through the

raging storm of entrepreneurship.
They questioned my abilities
because of my age. There were
always people who mocked me
and criticized my ways and my
age. But this was until I found my
community of young entrepre-
neurs, which gives me hope and
power to sail through this storm.
There were ups and downs but it is

a journey worth sailing. 

 Who is your Inspiration?
My inspiration is Elon Musk because he dared to
change into reality what some people would say
is unimaginable. In fact, he dared to achieve his
dream. And he dreams big for sure!

 What is your dream with this initiative?
My dream with this initiative is to start a domino
effect, inspiring many entrepreneurs like me to
step up, take control and make the leap of faith. I
also wish to help India make advancements in the
aerospace industry.

(As told to Arnay Agarwal , class VII Greenwood
High Public School. Arnay runs The Talk Bar, a
youtube channel that features young achievers.)

Young rocketeer reaching for the sky

T
he students of class VIII
organised a wide range
of fun activities for stu-

dents of classes I to IX, to
celebrate Science Week. 
Students participated in
online quizzes, fun experi-
ments, detailed live demon-
strations on different topics.

There was a drone presenta-
tion by Sachin of class VIII,
and a project demonstration
by Omkaar of class VIII. 
Class IX students participat-
ed in a group discussion on
the topic 'Should animals be
used for testing of cosmetics
and medicines?' They actively
had some relevant and inter-

esting points to make during
the discussion. There was a
board games session and stu-
dents were fascinated by how
the team organising it had
managed to create a game
that could be played online. 
A guest speaker spoke about

Animal-Human Interaction,
and students were able
to show their pets during
the session and pet them
while listening to the
interesting and informa-

tive session. 
To end the lively and enter-
taining day, there was a
beautiful and enlightening
skit performed by the stu-
dents of class VIII. 
Everybody had an enjoyable
day after a very long time. 
_ Sana Parikshit Chipalkatti, class
VIII

Fun activities make Science
Day celebrations enjoyable

PRIMUS PUBLIC
SCHOOL

T
he last one and a half years of online
classes and work from home have
shown how a family can come

together. It has
given the children
a sneak peak into
the life of parents
and has shown them what their parents
do while they are away at school. This
experience has developed in them a new
respect towards parents. And when the
time comes to let their dad know how

special he is, children leave no stones
unturned. 
Father's Day this year, at MG School for

Excellence, was all
about greeting cards,
wishes, notes of
thanks and poems

written for dads. Children shared these
experiences with their classmates during
online classes with picture collages and
videos of their bonding with their father
and how they celebrated Father's Day.

MAJESTIC STAG - Madhumitha V, class XII, HAL Public School
SAVE WATER - Saidarshini Prakash, class V, Harvest
Innovation Campus

FATHER'S DAY 

MG SCHOOL FOR
EXCELLENCE

Children show their love, gratitude
in own ways; make dads feel special

The school celebrated
the seventh Interna-
tional Day of Yoga by

organizing a number of pro-
grammes on Monday, June 21,
2021.

A number of asanas and
pranayams were demonstrat-
ed by the yoga instructor. The
academic and administrative

staff members enthusiasti-
cally participated, maintain-
ing distance owing to COVID
19 pandemic. Various yoga
postures like Vajrasana,
Tadasana and Bhujangasana
were performed. The session
concluded with pranayam.

Principal Capt (IN) Vinay
Tiwari stressed that yoga is a
holistic approach for a whole-
some personality as it en-
compasses the balancing of
mind, body and soul. He point-
ed out the importance of yoga
owing to the modern life style,

which has resulted in nu-
merous ailments. He also
stressed upon the contribu-
tion of yoga in maintaining
fitness and good health.

The theme of 'Interna-
tional Day of Yoga 2021' is

'Yoga for Well Being'. Practis-
ing yoga is beneficial in re-
ducing stress and leading to
healthy and relaxed lifestyle.
In order to promote this sig-
nificant day and to create
awareness about yoga, vari-

ous competitions like essay
writing, painting/ drawing
and speeches were organized
via online mode. Cadets took
active part in these competi-
tions with great zeal and fer-
vour.

"It's not about being good at
something.

The school celebrated
International Yoga
Day on June 21, virtu-

ally. The day began with a
special assembly emphasiz-

ing the importance of pratic-
ing yoga. Tarun of class X,
Vanditha and Janavi of class
VII performed asanas. Siri
and Sanjithi of class VII

spoke about the merits of
yoga asanas.

The students of classes
l to V were initiated into
yoga, with a talk on its im-
portance and benefits. After
some meditation, different
postures like greeting the sun
(suryanamaskara), tree
(Vriksasana), Padmasana
and many more were demon-
strated. The students were
eager to learn and performed
the postures with eagerness
and enthusiasm. The higher
grade students started with
meditation and followed by
performing asanas like
Suryanamaskara.

It was a great experience
for the students and they felt
encouraged to include Yoga

in their daily life.
The students were guid-

ed by the PE teacher and oth-
er teachers of the school
Principal Asha Narasimhan

Iyengar encouraged the stu-
dents to practice yoga daily
as it is a great way to release
stress and develop concen-
tration.

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY 

Yoga to relieve stress, develop
concentration emphasized

SAINIK SCHOOL
BIJAPUR

DEVIN ACADEMY
OF LEARNING

SCHOOL

TWEETY BIRD - Shivsharan Patil, class VI, HAL Public School

STOP POLLUTION - Aditi Kumari, class X, APS PRTC

Arnay Agarwal Naman Bajpai



Q1:
Which team beat Croatia 1-0

in the European Championship

for the first time in nine attempts?

a) Germany   ❑ b) England   ❑

c) Denmark   ❑ d) Finland    ❑

Q2:
Which Indian cricket

legend was inducted into

the illustrious ICC hall of fame?

a) Vinoo Mankad   ❑ b) Pankaj Roy   ❑

c) Polly Umrigar   ❑ d) Lala Amarnath   ❑

Q3:
Which cricket team

currently tops in the ICC

test rankings, overtaking India?

a) England   ❑ b) Australia   ❑

c) Pakistan   ❑ d) New Zealand   ❑

Q4:
Who holds the current

women’s 100m backstroke

world record of 57.45 seconds?

a) Regan Smith   ❑ b) Taylor McKeown   ❑

c) Kaylee McKeown   ❑ d) Emma McKeon   ❑

Q5:
Name the Men’s doubles

pair who became the first

French pair to win their home

Grand Slam twice.

a) Benoît Paire and Jo-Wilfried Tsonga   ❑

b) Nicolas Mahut and Pierre - Hugues   ❑

c) Richard Gasquet and Nicolas Mahut   ❑

d) None of the above   ❑

Q6:
Czech Tennis star Barbora

Krejcikova completed

singles - doubles title sweep at the

French Open 2021. Name her

doubles partner. 

a) Katerina Siniakova   ❑ b) Petra Kvitová   ❑

c) Karolína Plíšková   ❑ d) Barbora Strýcová   ❑

Q7:
Who won the Azerbaijan
Grand Prix 2021?

a) Pierre Gasly   ❑ b) Lewis Hamilton   ❑

c) Max Verstappen   ❑ d) Sergio Perez   ❑

Q8:
Which player won the
inaugural edition of the 2021

Belgrade Open Tennis Tournament? 
a) Stefanos Tsitsipas   ❑ b) Rafael Nadal   ❑

c) Novak Djokovic   ❑ d) Dominic Thiem   ❑

Q9:
What is the rank of the
Indian women’s hockey team

in the latest International Hockey
Federation world rankings?
a) 5th   ❑ b) 9th   ❑ c) 6th   ❑ d) 10th   ❑

Q10:
Which Indian boxer

won her 2nd Asian

Boxing Championships gold in the

75kg final in Dubai?

a) Pooja Rani  ❑ b) Diksha Arora   ❑

c) Mahira Verma   ❑ d) Nikita Sen   ❑

Q11:
Which Indian Olympic-

bound wrestler has

failed his dope test?

a) Anshu Malik  ❑ b) Sandeep Singh Mann   ❑

c) Sumit Malik   ❑ d) Satyawart Kadiyan   ❑
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ANSWERS: 1. b. England   2. a. Vinoo Mankad 

3. d. New Zealand   4. c. Kaylee McKeown

5. b. Nicolas Mahut and Pierre - Hugues 

6. a. Katerina Siniakova   7. d. Sergio Perez   

8. c. Novak Djokovic   9. b. 9th   10. a. Pooja Rani

11. c. Sumit Malik

QUIZ TIME!

Barbora Krejcikova 

I
ndia’s Olympic body has
slammed as “unfair” strict
rules imposed by the Japan-
ese government on athletes
from several Covid-hit na-

tions for the Tokyo Games start-
ing next month. Tokyo 2020 or-
ganisers said Monday that addi-
tional measures will be used to
reduce infection risks from sev-
eral countries, including India,
that have seen “significant im-
pact from variants” of Covid-19.
The protocols will involve daily
testing of athletes for a week be-
fore they depart for Japan and
for them to “refrain from com-
ing into contact with other teams
for three days after they arrive”
in Japan.

The Indian Olympic Associa-
tion (IOA) said the rules would
cause athletes to lose three cru-
cial training days. “Athletes are
allowed to arrive in the Games
village only five days before their

event,” IOA president Narinder
Batra and secretary Rajeev Mehta
said in a joint statement released
on Saturday. “Now three days will
be wasted, this is the time the ath-
letes need to be moving towards
their mode to peak... highly un-
fair for Indian athletes, who have
worked hard for five years, to be
discriminated against just five
days before the Olympics.”

Training will be impacted

The sports administrators said
11 countries, including India,
Pakistan and the UK, would be
affected. Where can athletes
train? it asked, because “prac-
tice/training areas are never
empty and athletes and officials
of other NOCs are present all the
time. Where and when will the
athletes have their breakfast,
lunch, dinner during these three
days, as everyone has food in the

Games village food hall where
all athletes and officials of oth-
er NOCs (National Olympic Com-
mittees) are present all the time,”
the statement added.

The Tokyo 2020 organisers
said in a statement, “For partici-
pants from areas such as India
that have seen significant impact
from variants, it is necessary that
they follow more stringent rules
than those outlined in the (ath-
letes) Playbook, and are similar
to the existing border control
measures.” The organisers did not
clarify whether athletes from the
affected countries would be al-
lowed to train in the three days
after their arrival. Batra said last
week that Indian athletes will be
fully vaccinated before the Games,
starting July 23. The country has
eased some lockdown restrictions
in recent weeks as it emerges from
a brutal surge in infections and
deaths in April and May. AFP

IOA says Japanese govt’s measures for athletes from Covid-hit nations will mean athletes will lose crucial training days 

Billy Gilmour

C
oco Gauff returns to
the scene of her Gra-
nd Slam breakthr-

ough at Wimbledon later
this month but the Ameri-
can says she is not feeling
any pressure to repeat her
heroics of 2019 when she
reached the fourth round
as a 15-year-old. Gauff will
play at the Eastbourne In-
ternational as she prepares
for another tilt at Wimble-
don, cancelled last year due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Now 17 and ranked world
No. 23, Gauff said her
Wimbledon debut felt like
“a long time ago”.

“People might expect
me to feel pressure going
into it, but I don’t really feel
any pressure,” said Gauff,
who reached the quarter-fi-
nal at the French Open ear-

lier this month before los-
ing to Barbora Krejcikova.
“I’m just going to have fun
and enjoy it. I don’t really
want to push myself to com-
pare my result. “I want to
do better than when I first
went there. I’m thankful for
that experience and it def-
initely helped me as a play-
er and a person.”

Wimbledon begins on
June 28. REUTERS
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A
hard-earned 0-0 draw
against England at Wem-
bley has restored belief
in the Scottish support
that had been shaken by
a 2-0 defeat to the Czech
Republic in their open-

ing match. Victory against the World Cup
finalists should be enough to seal Scotland’s
place in the last 16 as one of the four best
third-placed sides from the six groups,
should they not pip England into second
place in Group D.

Inspired move
to back Gilmour

■  Steve Clarke’s decision to throw
Chelsea midfielder Billy Gilmour in for
his first international start on the biggest
stage proved inspired as the 20-year-old
outshone the Three Lions’ plethora of Pre-
mier League stars to walk away with the
man-of-the-match award. At just 5ft 7in
(1.7m), Gilmour has had to use his speed
of thought and fleetness of foot to become
a rising star for club and country. “Scot-
land have found a playmaker to build
around for the next decade,” former Scot-
land captain Graeme Souness wrote in
The Times. “A proper footballer who can
keep the ball in tight areas and does not
give it away.”

Modric not best placed

■  That description fits perfectly with
Croatia’s own pass master Luka Modric.

Now, 35, the Real Madrid midfielder still
carries his country’s expectations on his
shoulders. His starring role in Croatia’s
run to the World Cup final three years ago
saw Modric become the only man since
2007 to break Lionel Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo’s grip on the Ballon d’Or. How-
ever, Modric has so far cut a frustrated
figure at the European Championship.

Croatia lack balance

■  Like Scotland, Croatia also need to win
at Hampden to have any chance of
progress to the last 16 after taking just one
point from their opening two games.
“We’re far from how we used to play,” said
Modric after a 1-1 draw with the Czech Re-
public on Monday. Without the energy of
Ivan Rakitic in midfield and the cutting
edge provided by the bulldozing presence
of Mario Mandzukic up front, both of
whom have since retired from interna-

tional football, Croatia have appeared one-
dimensional in their opening two games.
“Right now we’re not the Croatia we all
want,” added Modric, who has already
played 61 games for club and country this
season. “We all have to improve, from the
first player to the last.”

Prospects bright
for Scotland

■  Scotland may not have Croatia’s expe-
rience when it comes coping with the
rigours of three energy-sapping tourna-
ment games in eight days. But they will
have 12,000 of the Tartan Army on their
side at Hampden in their quest for histo-
ry. More importantly, Gilmour’s emer-
gence is the latest case of Scottish play-
ers having the technical quality on top of
the tenacity to compete with the likes of
Modric. The future may look bright for
Scotland, but after so long away from the
top table of international football, there
are no guarantees an opportunity like this
will come around again.

■  Before a ball was kicked at Euro 2020,
Clarke remarked that his players were al-
ready “heroes” but could become “leg-
ends” by making the last 16. Many of leg-
endary figure of Scottish football’s past
such as Souness, Kenny Dalglish and De-
nis Law, tried and failed to make it beyond
the group stage of a major tournament.
Less than a month after lifting the Cham-
pions League, Gilmour can write himself
into national folklore on his first appear-
ance at Hampden. AFP

Coco Gauff

I
ndia’s cricket board (BCCI)
has offered $1.35 million in
financial support to the

country’s National Olympic
Committee, which dropped
Chinese sportswear maker Li
Ning as its official kit partner
citing public sentiment ahead of
the Tokyo Games. The BCCI said
it hoped the “monetary
gesture” would help Indian
athletes bring home a record
number of medals from Tokyo.
Chinese companies have faced a
backlash in India since 20
Indian soldiers were killed in a
clash with Chinese forces in a
Himalayan border dispute last
year. Earlier this month, the
Indian Olympic Association

(IOA) ended its ` 60 million deal
with Li Ning two months before
it was due to expire after the
Tokyo Games. 
The IOA also received support
from MPL Sports Foundation,
which came on board as
principal sponsor in a deal
worth ` 80 million that covers
the Tokyo Olympics, and  Asian
and Commonwealth Games next
year. The IOA also welcomed
JSW Group and dairy product
brand Amul as its Tokyo partn-
ers last week, each bringing in
` 10 million. “We have been
negotiating with different firms
not just for Tokyo but also for
the future events,” IOA Presi-
dent Narinder Batra said.  REUTERS

SPONSORSHIP POURS IN

After a 23-year wait to even reach a major tournament, more
history beckons for Scotland on Tuesday if they can beat Croatia at
Hampden to reach the knockout stage for the first time at Euro 2020

Nothing fazes him, and that’s

why I believe he can get as

many caps as he wants for

Scotland. He’s got a huge future

ahead of him but the here and

now is pretty good as well.

CAPTAIN ANDY ROBERTSON,

on Gilmour’s emergence

GAUFF RELAXED AS
SHE PREPARES FOR

WIMBLEDON RETURN
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