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T he meeting between high-profile
ministers held on Sunday
remained inconclusive, as states

could not reach a consensus. The minister
of education Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
has asked states to send their suggestions
by May 25 to reach a solution regarding
class XII students at the ‘earliest.’
According to sources, while some states
were considering holding exams in
September or at a later stage, some had
requested a zero exam policy, and passing
students based on internal assessment.
The demand for vaccinating students in
the age group of 15 to 18 was also raised
at the meeting. Currently, India does not
have any policy to vaccinate children.
Union defence minister Rajnath Singh
chaired the over two-hour meeting. Union
ministers Smriti Irani, Prakash Javadekar
and Sanjay Dhotre were among those who
attended the meeting, besides education
ministers and secretaries of several
states and union territories. PTI

States have been
asked to send detailed

suggestions on 
pending class XII

Board exams by May
25: PokhriyalAnti-Covid drug 2-DG

JOHN LE CARRÉ'S FINAL
NOVEL WILL BE PUBLISHED

IN OCTOBER, 10 MONTHS
AFTER HIS DEMISE

A final novel by John le Carré will be pub-
lished this fall, 10 months after the spy
writer's death at the age of 89. Publisher

Viking said that 'Silverview', le Carré's 26th novel,
will be published on Oct 12, in the week that would
have seen his 90th birthday. 

Pune teen's stunning pics of 

S
tunning photographs of
the Moon, painstakingly
shot by a 16-year
schoolboy from Pune

has gone viral on social media
platforms and earning him acco-
lades from all over. The lad,
PRATHAMESH JAJU, is also an
amateur astronomer and astro-
photographer, studying in Vidya
Bhavan High School in class X.

MOON WOW SOCIAL
MEDIA

 Last fortnight, on May 3, he captured thou-
sands of images of Moon from 1am-5 am, and
then spent another 40 hours processing them for
the outstanding results.
 In one of his social media sites, he has
uploaded the photo and explained: “Last Quarter
Mineral Moon. This image is an HDR Composite of
two different images made to give it a 3-dimen-
sional effect. This is my most-detailed and clear-
est shot of the third quarter Mineral Moon. I cap-

tured around
50,000+ images
over 186 GigaBytes
of data, which
almost killed my
laptop with the pro-
cessing”
 Actively-connected
with the Jyotirvidya
Parisanstha, the old-
est amateur
astronomers' associa-
tion in India,
Prathamesh said, he
captured around 38
panels at 1,500mm
and 3,000mm focal
length with a 1.2
megapixel

The publisher said the book is
the only complete, full-length
novel left unpublished at the
time of le Carré's death. It
centres on a small-town 
bookseller, who is drawn into
a spy leak 

WHAT
The Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI)
has given emergency

use approval to 2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG), an
anti-Covid drug developed by the Institute of
Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences (INMAS),
a DRDO lab, in collaboration with Dr Reddy's
Laboratories (DRL), Hyderabad.

WHY
The INMAS' anti-Covid drug
named 2-deoxy-D-glucose
or 2DG. 2-deoxy-D-glucose,

has been granted emergency approval, as trials
claim reduced oxygen dependence and faster
recovery of patients affected by the novel
coronavirus.

HOW
2-deoxy-D-glucose (2-
DG), which comes in a
powdered form in a

sachet, is taken orally by dissolving in
water. Like glucose powder, this drug can
be taken with water, twice a day, according
to Dr Sudhir Chandna of INMAS. A Covid-19

patient may have to take this drug for five
to seven days to get completely cured.
According to experts, 2DG will work
against variants too, as it stops virus
growth. Once the growth is inhibited, there
will be no sudden rise in the demand of
oxygen in the body, scientists said. This is

a glucose analogue, which looks like glu-
cose but is not. A virus that is multiplying
fast in the body needs glucose for energy.
Thus, the virus will take this glucose ana-
logue and will get arrested. The drug will
then stop the virus from multiplying, they
added.

You may soon be asked
to wear double mask

Government is set to recommend the use of double mask-
ing, one of them being an N-95 mask, as part of non-
pharmaceutical interventions aimed at controlling the

spread of Covid-19. Officials said a combination of double
masking and cross ventilation could curb the spread of all
variants of Covid by as much as 80% in the next 20-30 days.
According to a government official, with absolutely no out-
side human contact, the disease can be almost eradicated in
20 days. However, that’s not possible. “But with these meas-
ures, we could cut it-off by 70-80%,” he added.

The government’s esti-
mates and the soon-to-
be-issued advisory are
based on studies pub-
lished by The Lancet and
the CSIR that said Covid
was an airborne disease
rather than spread
through droplets 

According to health
ministry data, roughly
10% of India’s 1.35 bil-
lion population has
received at least one
vaccine dose

Centre asks WhatsApp to
withdraw privacy update

T he union ministry of electron-
ics and information technol-
ogy (MeitY), in a letter,

has asked WhatsApp to withdraw
its controversial update to its
privacy policy and submit a
response within seven days, failing
which may draw actions “in conso-
nance with the law”. The warning comes
just days after Whatsapp told the Delhi
high court that its privacy policies were no
different from those of the government-
backed apps, such as Aarogya Setu or of apps of
Google and Microsoft, among others.

WhatsApp's privacy update
allows for greater sharing of
data — not contents of the
chats, they are still encrypt-
ed, but metadata — with its
parent company Facebook.
Its update came into effect
on May 15; the service was
disrupted to several users,
who have not yet accepted
the new terms

WhatsApp hasn't
offered the same

privacy terms to the
European users, as

some of those don't
meet the GDPR, the
European privacy law.
India has not yet
passed a similar law but
draws on the decades-
old IT Act to regulate
the field

$7 MN 
P rice of a race-

winning
Formula One

McLaren driven by
Lewis
Hamilton
in 2010
that is
likely to
fetch at an
auction at the British
Grand Prix in July as it
does laps of the
Silverstone circuit

1 Seven-times world
champion Hamilton,
now at Mercedes, is

Formula One's most-suc-
cessful driver of all time,
with a record 100 pole
positions and 98 wins 

2 Hamilton drove it in
four races, 2009
world champion team

mate Jenson Button in
five, and it achieved three
podium finishes and a
fastest lap

3 A 2002 Ferrari F1
car raced by
Schumacher was sold

for $6.65 million in Abu
Dhabi in 2019

X-PLAINED

QHow can I
fight the fear

of losing my close
family member
who has 
contracted Covid?
One needs to avoid over-
thinking and understand
that around 80-90% of
people recover during in-
home quarantine and iso-
lation. We need to see
things scientifically with
caution and not with illog-

ical fear. If you don’t panic, your family will be emotion-
ally stable and recover faster. As a child, just help them
to remain happy and communicative. You can send
funny videos and good thoughts, and keep them happy.

QHow can I monitor my mental health
and stay calm? 

If you are developing anxious thoughts, palpitations,
nightmares, notice changes in sleeping and eating
pattern, finding the world irrelevant, getting irritat-
ed, having anger spells, or start crying for no rea-
son, especially during this time, then
talk to a therapist for identification and
rectification of the symptoms.
Additionally, divert your mind to posi-
tive chores/routine. Eg: Taking a walk,
pursuing a hobby, avoiding negative
messages from people.

Nimisha Soni, 
class IX, Zebar School

For Children,
Ahmedabad

Answers Your Query
TIMES NIE

Dr Prashant Bhimani, 
Sr Consultant Psychologist,

practising in Ahmedabad

EXPERT ADVICE GIVEN BY

Riya Juneja, 
class X, KV Army,

Ahmedabad
Cantonment

To ask queries 
regarding Covid-19 

and vaccination from 
our experts,

OORR VVIISSIITT
https://bit.ly/331RxDn

‘CCLLIICCKK HHEERREE’’

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc22fBW6KbBvqpzJUTg29eb5j1APby5fmonbkAXTccbvVW7hQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc22fBW6KbBvqpzJUTg29eb5j1APby5fmonbkAXTccbvVW7hQ/viewform


02 “A writer only begins a book. 
A reader finishes it.”

SAMUEL JOHNSON, WRITER & CRITIC
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N
ot even 8-year-old, and
author Abhijita Gup-
ta has broken more
than her share of
writing records. Re-

cently, she was acknowledged with
the title of the youngest author by

the World Book of Records, Unit-
ed Kingdom, for penning ‘We will
surely Sustain.’ The young 
author’s nonfiction book is an at-
tempt to spread positivity even as
Covid-19 continues to wreak hav-
oc in our lives. The author has
been on a record creation spree
for quite a while. ‘The Asia Book
of Records’ recognised her as
‘Grandmaster in Writing’; Inter-
national Book of Records recog-
nised her as the world’s youngest
author and the India Book of
Records acknowledged her as the
youngest author to write poetry
and prose. In a quick chat, the very
young author shares her experi-
ence of why she writes.

I
enjoy writing so I don’t find any
difficulty. No one ever forced me
to write, I write when I want to.

Every kid has a hobby like singing,
dancing, drawing, etc. Mine is writing.

J
ust observe your surroundings and
every other thing, feel it, and
express it in your words.

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO TAKE UP WRITING?

N
othing actually, I didn’t
even know what writing
was when I started at

the age of 5. I asked my par-
ents for a pencil and a diary
because a story came to my

mind, and I wanted to pen it
down, and this is how I started
writing stories and poems. I
love to express myself whether
it is through writing, drawing,
or any other thing.

RECORD
SETTING
WRITER 
SETS ONE

MORE
I

t was at my felicitation by ‘Asia
and India Book of Records’ for
my first book ‘Happiness All

Around’ and an uncle from the
media asked me about my next proj-
ect. Since the pandemic has affect-

ed kids’ lives so much, I decided and
informed him that I will write and
share my experiences on the pan-
demic. The message I want to give
was to stay positive no matter what
and this is how we can sustain!

WHY DID YOU WRITE ‘WE WILL SURELY SUSTAIN’?

WHAT IS YOUR BEST 
WRITING TIP?

Y
es, I was introduced to books at a
very early age and they are my
best friends. I love reading a lot.

I belong to the family of Rashtrakavi
Shri Maithili Sharan Gupt and Santkavi
Shri Siyaramsharan Gupt and my family
believes that writing is in my veins. I
love reading Ruskin Bond and Sudha
Murthy. Ruskin Bond’s book ‘The Blue
Umbrella’ is my favourite because the
girl in the story was kind and helped
the poor shopkeeper by 
giving her an umbrella.

DID YOU GROW UP WITH A
LOT OF BOOKS? WHICH 

ONES WERE YOUR
FAVOURITES AND WHAT DID
YOU LEARN FROM THEM?

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MORE DIFFICULT ASPECTS OF
BEING A WRITER?

ABHIJITA GUPTA
author

8-year-old

RECORD
SETTING
WRITER 
SETS ONE

MORE

Sustainable

Living Fun ways to
repurpose your old

QUIZ TIME (HISTORY/ROYALTY) KNOWLEDGE BANK 

The Scoville scale
The Scoville scale is a measurement of the
pungency (spiciness or “heat”) of chilli pep-
pers and other spicy foods, as recorded in
Scoville Heat Units (SHU) based on the con-
centration of capsaicinoids, among which
capsaicin is the predominant component.
The scale is named after its creator,
American pharmacist Wilbur Scoville, whose
1912 method is known as the Scoville
organoleptic test. In the 21st century, high-
performance liquid chromatography (HPLC)
is used to quantify the capsaicinoid content.

EXPLORE YOUR CREATIVITY
UNITS

Activities

1. D) King Richard I 2. B) King John 3. C) Queen Elizabeth II

4. A) Henry VIII 5. C) James I 6. B) Victoria

1In an isosceles
triangle, if the

vertex angle is four
times the sum of
the base angles,
then the vertex
angle measures...
A. 180
B. 1440 
C. 1080
D. 720 

2There are
three brothers

in a family. The
sum of the ages of
the younger and
elder brother is
18. Sum of ages of
the elder and 
middle one is 12
years and sum of
ages of middle and

younger brother is
17 years. So what
is the age of the
elder brother?
A. 5 years 
B. 12 years 
C. 13 years 
D. 15 years

CHECK YOUR APTITUDE

ANSWER: 
1. 1440
2. 13 years   

Develop a story based
on the pictures in
around  250 words.
Send your entry
along with your
name, class, school
and picture at
toinie175@gmail.com

Boho Wall Hanging
Macrame or boho wall hangings gives an organic
flair to home. Evenly cut out long strings of about

20-30 and knot them
on a wooden hanger.
With the help of
square knots, contin-
ue the process till
the end, feel free to
use your cre-
ativity and
design aesthet-
ics as you like. 

Denim Placement Mats 
Cut your old jeans and open the inseam or
outseam and put it flat. Cut rectangular
pieces with little margin to
sew the bor-
ders. Once the
edges are sewn
it’s ready to be
used as a place-
ment mat for your
dining table. It will
add a quirky look to
your dining area with minimal effort and you
will reuse your piled-in-closet jeans. 

Denim Scrunchies
To make this trendy
scrunchie, cut denim in 
rectangular shape and sew
it on the sides. Now with the
help of a safety pin, insert
the elastic inside and knot the
two ends. Sew the edges and your
own stylish scrunchie is ready.

With new denim
trends changing the fashion
game, we often leave our vintage
jeans to no use. Here are some tips by
design expert Samresh Das to recycle your
old denim in off-beat ways

Trendy Denim Choker
Cut the hem of your jeans, hook the two ends
with an elastic and your own DIY denim choker
is ready to wear. You can even accessorize it by
putting studs and stones or paint it with tex-
tures. A zigzag texture with a white paint will
make your denim choker look ultra stylish. 

Wall Organiser
All you need to do is cut

down the back of your
jeans from top till thighs.

Once you have your cut
out ready you can hang it
on your wall or can paste

one more pocket beneath.
Easy-to-do, isn’t it!

Lamp Shade
Cut one leg around 20” long and

dip it in resin; let dry in the sun for
a day. While drying, to give support
and keep the circular shape intact,
pass a plastic jar of the same size

through it. Once dried, you can see
a hardened circular base ready to

be used as lamp shade. Add electri-
cal elements (from market) and
hang it from your ceiling. It will

give a cool quotient to your home.

GOODFoodGOODFood

Bite into
these exotic
salads from
across the
world, which
are not just
healthy, but
also easy to
prepare

The vegetables that are used in this salad are
supposed to be raw and fresh. “The key ingre-
dient of the salad is Nicoise olive, but you can

always use the regular one. Other ingredients are
potatoes (semi-cooked), tuna fish (you can use shred-
ded chicken or paneer cubes instead), tomatoes,
sauteed green beans or French beans, Dijon mustard
(for a bit of basic mustard sauce), fresh lettuce, olive
oil, salt and pepper. Mix it all and serve fresh,”
says Ananya Dutta, a hotel management student.

Healthy, tasty salads
for better health

ISRAELI SALAD

FRANCE’S NICOISE SALAD

This sweet and tangy all-cucumber
salad is popularly known as
Sheildzini. “Cut your cucumber

into bite-sized pieces. Add a bit of sugar,
a pinch of salt and some soya sauce
along with some vinegar. You can also
add some cooked rice to it,” says Periwal. 

JAPANESE CUCUMBER
SALAD

This soupy salad
is spicy and even
a bit indulgent,

thanks to the noodles in
it. “For this, you need
ramen noodles, cabbage,
carrots, blanched broc-
coli, spring onion, roast-
ed almonds, soy sauce,
sugar, salt, sesame

seeds, and rice or nor-
mal vinegar. The boiled
noodles and fresh and
juicy vegetables are a
great combination,
while the roasted
crunchy almonds add
the desired smokey
crunchiness to it,” says
chef Raunak Periwal.

This one is super easy to make.
It has basic ingredients like
finely chopped cucumber,

cherry tomatoes, bell pepper, olive
oil, lemon zest, salt and pepper. It's
similar to the Indian ‘kachumber
salad’, the only difference being that
the veggies are finely chopped here.
If you do not have cherry tomatoes,
use the basic one, and you can use
lime zest instead of lemon,” says
Gayatri Sharma, a home chef. 

Q.1) Which king was known as
Lion Heart?                             
A. Richard II B. Henry I 

C. George V D. Richard I

Q.2) Which king signed the
Magna Carta?

A. Richard I B. King John 

C. Alfred the Great D. Henry III

Q.3) Who is Britain’s longest
reigning monarch?              
A. Queen Elizabeth

B. Queen Victoria 

C. Queen Elizabeth II

D. King

George V

Q.4) Which king
had six wives?
A. Henry VIII B. Henry VII

C. Henry VI D. Edward IV

Q.5) Which of these kings
ruled Scotland for 36 years?
A. James II B. Henry VIII 

C. James I D. Edward VI

Q.6) Who was the first
monarch to live at 
Buckingham Palace?
A. George Vl B. Victoria 

C. Edward VI D. Edward VII

A N S W E R S

ASIAN NOODLE SALAD

DELHI TIMES


