
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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Exams have been cancelled. Gaming consoles
are out, as are those story books that were put
away for a good year.  Overnight, the tension
has given way to relaxation and fun. 
Share your thoughts and ideas with us. Write a
small piece on any of the topics mentioned below,
or even one on any other topic you may choose.

Here are some topics to write on
School is fun: What was it about school that you

miss the most. What was the one activity you took
part in, that made going to school really exciting.
A play you staged, a display board you decorated,
or a garden that you started…. 

Weekend activity: Tell us about
one fun or unique activity that you

like doing or have done over a weekend that made
it special. Could be anything as simple as rearrang-

ing your room, to going trekking,
working on a project, learning a

new skill, embroidery, preparing a
video. Anything at all.

Travel piece: Through your words and des-
crition take us to the place you visited and tell

us why you liked it, what you saw there, the fun activities you did
while on the vacation. 

Working project: Did you prepare a working
project for a school exhibition _ virtual or
real _ that you think is worth sharing with
everyone. Explain the model, how you
made it, the concept it demonstrates, what
you learnt from it. 

Book review: Take us into the world of your
favourite character as you review a book that you

read recently. Tell us what you like about the
book, what you thought could have been dif-
ferent. Your thoughts about the character,
plot, writing, ending etc. Avoid giving the full

summary of the book, but do tell us what you
learnt from the book and how it affected you.  

Inspiring Icons: Is there one
celebrity you see as your icon? A play-
er, an author, a leader, an activist or
anybody else, who inspires you, who
you look up to. Tell us why you see
them as a role model, what qualities
of their you admire and how you have
made them a part of your life. 

YOUR THOUGHTS
Word limit:
250 words.
Deadline:
Monday 4

pm

300
words. Photo

of the you doing
the activity or
the final out-

come. 
300 words,

with relevant
photos

300 words,
with photos of

you at the
place. 

300 words,
photo of the

working model. 

250 words,
with photo of
you with the

book. 

300 words
and a photo of

yourself

The 39 Clues is a series of adventure 
novels written by a collaboration of authors,
including Rick Riordan, Gordon Korman, Peter

Lerangis,
Jude Watson,
Patrick
Carman,
Linda Sue
Park,
Margaret
Peterson
Haddix,
Roland Smith,
David
Baldacci, Jeff
Hirsch,
Natalie
Standiford, C.
Alexander
London, Sarwat Chadda and Jenny Goebel. 
This amazing book talks about the Cahills, who are the
most powerful family. Everyone is related to them.
However, their family power is lost for
some reason. Just minutes before Grace
Cahill's death she changes her will and
leaves her relatives to face a dilemma.
Accept one million dollars or chase a clue.
The clue would take them on the world's
most dangerous treasure hunt across the
globe. Now the hunt is on. Amy Cahill and
Dan Cahill, the grandchildren of Grace Cahill, who want to
know what really happened to their parents, are also
chasing the clues. 
I loved reading this book, for the clues are
very incredible, exciting and adventur-
ous. It kept my brain stimulated and
saved me from boredom
during this lockdown. I did
not want to put the book
down even for a second
and grabbed all the books
in the series. That's how
interesting I found this
book. 
So my dear friends, if you
are really looking for some
adventurous, mystery and
suspense books then I would
say go for this series. 
You will really enjoy 
reading it. 
Tanmay Narayan, class VII,
Air Force School, ASTE

T
he times are strange indeed, for
classmates seem like former
schoolmates as we have not met

one another for more than a year.
Though video calls and WhatsApp chats
keep us in touch, it’s just not the same
as meeting in person. We have man-
aged to make our homes classrooms
and phones/laptops our notebooks, but
the loneliness lingers and we crave for
personal bonding. 

So imagine my joy
when a ‘reunion’ with
a group of friends was
planned over a family
function! Yes, this
weekend I had planned
to meet my friends and
catch up on all the fun.

We were to meet at a
friend's house and go on a
trip to a scenic spot, strictly
adhering to Covid protocols.
We planned some activities
and even a sumptuous meal.
My excitement knew no bounds and I
was eagerly looking forward to a great
weekend.

Alas! My plans came to naught with
the pandemic second wave
rearing its ugly head. The
lockdown has come into force
and now we have to wait for
normalcy to return for our
plan to work out.

But I am not letting
this dampen our weekend
plans. The meeting is on

and so is the tour, though virtually!  I
am organising  an online meeting of
my friends and am readying videos of
the world’s most enchanting places
where I hope to take them on a virtual
tour. 

I have charted some online games
and hope the virtual get-together
would turn out to be 
interesting, entertaining and strength-
en our bond.

RACHEL MARIA SAM, class X, SBOA
Public (Sr Sec) School, Ernakulam

BONDING WITH

FRIENDS!

M
anagement is the act of getting
people together to fulfil desired
goals and objectives with available

resources in an effective and efficient
manner, but leadership is the ability to
inspire others to do things they
think would be impossible. 
Leadership is the fulcrum
around which the team
revolves scaling up effec-
tively and adeptly. 
The essential ingredients for
a successful team are  
 Trust that the team mem-
bers have in one another.
They must be able
to rely on one
another even in
trying times, in
absolute certitude,
pinning hopes on
others.
 Integrity and unity are the hallmarks of
a strong team. Let no favouritism creep in,
no member belittled or dispirited, irre-
spective of the contribution, less or more. 
 The moment one learns to accept others
with imperfections despite the individual
differences, he or she has won them over
and can bring in them the desired changes. 
 Try to know each team member person-
ally without being influenced. *Never
miss opportunities to make friendly
corrections and be open to construc-
tive criticism even from your subordi-
nates without ego.
 Appreciate even the little good you
see in each member honestly sans
flattery. 
 Share whatever new pieces of
information you gather among mem-
bers, remember shared joy is doubled
joy. 
 Ensure there is no discrepancy in
your words and deeds because hand-
some is as handsome does. 
 When your ideas can't dovetail
with others, saying a bold 'No' is
much better than going through cir-
cumlocutory statements.
 Your words should kindle a new

impetus establishing rapport and maintain-
ing relationships . 
 The final ingredient, a bit difficult to
apply is the art of forgiving and forgetting.
There can be hurt feelings, bruised egos,

wrong perceptions, long stand-
ing grudges, personality
clashes, differences in values
and multiplicity of roles. To
err is human but let's be a bit
divine occasionally by forgiv-
ing.
 Be audacious enough to
don the mantle of humility to
iron out the differences and

wipe out the dissen-
sions.
 Believing that life
is an echo, treat
others as you want
to be treated. 
 Honesty and sin-

cerity may cause disheartening moments,
but they help  gain rewards one day in a
different way.
 Never let your passion die, be the light
to light others, be the change to bring
about the changes which are the gateways
to the evolution of a team from the ordi-
nary to the level of excellence, embraced
in a frenzy of exaltation.

Hone your leadership skills

TEACHERSPEAK
BIJI JOHN V, Head, English 
Department, St Peter's Sr Sec 
School, Kadayiruppu, Ernakulam

When I go to my village,
I forget about my condition.
I throw of my baggage,
And rush off to my granny's kitchen
The smell of her food is irresistible,
And I eat as if I never ate
She always cooks something unpredictable
But the food is awesome and great.
Her kitchen has magic,
And every food smells divine
So water in our mouths is automatic
And eating is something you can't decline.
But there is one thing that makes her food
delicious
Something which gives here food its
flavour,
And it is her love which expressed she
missed us
And it is the important thing God only
gave her.
Agrima Suman, class VII, DPS Whitefield

Of time travel and
dark ages

This is a book written by J K
Rowling, John Tiffany, and Jack
Thorne. It is in the form of a

playscript. J.K Rowling is the original author of all the
seven Harry
Potter series.
Jack Thorne
writes for
theatre, film,
and radio.
John Tiffany
has won mul-
tiple awards
for his direct-
ing work both
in the West
End and on
Broadway. In
the cursed
child, all the
three contributed to the book.
I really like the book because of the story. It tells us

about Harry, a forty-year-old man
who has three children James, Albus
and Lily Potter. Albus meets Scorpius
Malfoy, son of Draco and Astoria
Malfoy and they both become really
good friends. Albus doesn't really like
his father so he decides to run away
with Scorpius. They meet Delphini

Diggory, Cedric Diggory's cousin. Using a stolen time
turner Albus and Scorpius go back in time to save Cedric
but make changes in the past. They go back again  but

this time instead of making things bet-
ter they return to an even more
terrible world filled with dark-
ness. 
There are a few gaps in the story,

and I felt these could have been
avoided, such as the times when
Albus does  not listen to his
dad. 
From this book I learned that

we must listen to our par-
ents. Like the time Harry
had warned his son about
dark magic but Albus had-

n't listened to him
and saw how dark the
wizarding wars got.
Kalyani M, class VIII,
Air Force School,
ASTE

Book- THE
39 CLUES 
Author-
collabora-
tion

Book - Harry
Potter and the
Cursed Child 
Author - J K
Rowling, John
Tiffany, and Jack
Thorne

A treasure hunt to keep
you on your toes

GRANDMA'S KITCHEN

Students, you are the backbone of the nation.
You have a big responsibility to make the
world better. Wake up with a goal in mind

and work for it. You will never have this day again
in your lifetime, so make it count. Use your time
wisely. You are more powerful than the obstacles
which life will offer you. Focus on making your-
self better. Never give up, never surrender, and
rise against the odds.

The most important thing to remember is that

laziness is your worst enemy and hard work is
your best friend. Always be positive and keep this
spirit up. Do not focus on what you cannot do; look
at what you are capable of. Do not give up no mat-
ter what, always try just one more time and even-
tually you will be successful.

Trust yourself, and success will come along.

You are as powerful and strong as
you allow yourself to be. The most
difficult part of any endeavor is
taking the first step. Success is not
something easily achieved but re-
member giving up is a weakness.

Try to solve all the problems
life throws at you, not only the ones
you think you can solve. No one is
going to help you unless you help
yourself. It is hard work, perse-
verance, learning, studying, sac-
rifice and most of all love of what
you are doing or learning to do.

Education is the rocket which
will propel you towards success.
All you must do is to have an aim
and work on everything I takes to
get a lift-off. Try to learn from every little thing.
You need to push yourself towards your goal be-
cause no one else can do it for you. You may en-

counter many hindrances, but you
must not be defeated. Your attitude
should be that "you may shoot me
with your words, you may cut me
with your eyes, you may kill me
with your hatefulness, but still, I'll
rise." 

Your true potential is going to
reveal when you leave your com-
fort zone. Remember that every
problem is an opportunity in dis-
guise. Be an inspiration rather than
looking for one. Caring for your-
self is not self-indulgence, it is self-
preservation.

All of you are equally blessed,
only you need to acknowledge, ac-
cept, believe and utilize it wisely to

be a good human being who can help and motivate
others. Make your life a living example of inspi-
ration.

Accept, believe in and
utilize your talent wisely

TEACHERSPEAK

Mau Ray Sengupta, 
NCFE-CVR



I
ndia’s limited overs specialists will
be playing three T20 Internationals
and as many ODIs in the island
nation during the second half of

July, when big guns like Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma will be in England for a
marquee five-match Test series. If
Shreyas Iyer doesn’t get fit in time for the
white-ball tour of Sri Lanka in July, then
Shikhar Dhawan and Hardik Pandya will
be in contention. “It is still not clear if
Shreyas will recover fully and will be
match-fit in time for the tour of Sri
Lanka. Normally, a surgery of this scale
along with rest, extensive rehab and
training to get back in shape takes around
four months,” a senior BCCI source said
on conditions of anonymity. “In case

Shreyas was available, he would have
been the automatic choice for captaincy.”

Logical contenders
It’s only logical that the two contenders for
captaincy are 35-year-old Dhawan, who has
had good “one and half IPLs” in last two
seasons and Pandya junior, who is one of
the most accomplished match-winners.
“Shikhar has had two very good IPLs,
including this curtailed one, and being sen-
ior among those available for selection, he
is a very strong contender. He has been a
solid performer for past eight years,” an
official said.

Hardik’s reputation as a white-ball
match-winner can’t be discounted. “Yes,

Hardik hasn’t been regularly
bowling for MI or India in recent
times. However, he is the man with
the X-factor. He is miles ahead of his
peers as an impact performer. May
be extra responsibility will bring the
best out of him.” Pandya was
included in the four-Test series
against England to increase his
bowling workload keeping the
England tour in mind but it is
learnt that the Baroda man is
unlikely to bowl more than an
odd over or two in the short-
est format or ODI in near
future. After his back sur-
gery he is focussing on his
match finishing skills. PTI

Manchester City  crowned Premier League champions for the third time in four

seasons after Manchester United crashed to a 2-1 defeat against Leicester

Title handed on a platter
■  Pep Guardiola’s side are 10 points clear of

second placed United and have wrapped up
the title with three games to spare. In the

midst of a gruelling run of three games in
five days, United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer effectively handed the title to

arch rivals City by picking a weakened
team with 10 changes. With many of
City’s players watching on television,
Luke Thomas’ 10th minute volley put
Leicester ahead before Mason Green-

wood equalised five minutes later.
Caglar Soyuncu’s towering header in

the 66th minute ensured City could pop
the champagne corks for a title party

that has seemed inevitable for months.

Delayed celebrations

■  City were denied the chance to celebrate
on Sunday when Chelsea won 2-1 at the Eti-
had Stadium, while United kept them wait-
ing with a victory at Aston Villa on Sun-
day. But the delay was only temporary and

City, who also won the League Cup in April, can finally
savour a title triumph that is all the sweeter given the ob-
stacles they have overcome this term. “This has been a
season and a Premier League title like no other. This was
the hardest one,” Guardiola said. “We will always re-
member this season for the way we won. I am so proud
to be the manager here and of this group of players.
“They are so special. To come through this season, with
all the restrictions and difficulties we’ve faced, and show
the consistency we have is remarkable. It is relentless.”

Likely prelude to CL final

■  Treble-chasing City’s seventh top-flight title could be
the prelude to an even greater triumph on May 29 when
they face Chelsea in their first ever Champions League
final. Drained by the late finish to last season and ill-
prepared due to the subsequent lack of a proper pre-sea-
son, City were slow out of the blocks. After a dismal 1-1
draw against lowly West Bromwich Albion in Decem-
ber, City had won just five of their opening 12 Premier
League games. It was the worst start to a season of
Guardiola’s managerial career, prompting the Spaniard
in the startling admission that he didn’t like his team.
A coronavirus outbreak in the squad added to Guardio-
la’s problems in December. Having surrendered the ti-

tle meekly to Liverpool the previous season, it seemed
City were heading for a period of regression.

Superb recovery

■  Guardiola masterminded such a superb recovery
that City turned the title race into a procession, giv-
ing him three Premier League crowns to go with three
La Liga trophies with Barcelona and three at Bayern
Munich in the Bundesliga. Following the West Brom
game, City powered to 21 successive victories in all
competitions, a record for an English top-flight club,
including a 4-1 rout of Liverpool at Anfield.

Veteran opener Shikhar Dhawan and flamboyant allrounder- turned specialist

batsman Hardik Pandya will be locked in a two-way fight for India captaincy

Hardik Pandya

S
ome important lessons learnt

from a recent tour of Ger-

many, India women’s hockey

team forward Lalremsiami

said the team will look to become a bet-

ter goal-scoring machine as it gears

up for the Olympic Games. Lal-

remsiami has played 64 matches for

the national side and said that the

tour of Germany in February-

March this year as been quite an eye-

opener. “The tour of Germany was a

tough one for us, but we got a chance

to learn many things about our own

game in the four matches that we played

on the tour,” she was quoted as saying.

“I think we needed to create more

goal scoring opportunities in the tour

of Germany and that will be our main

focus this year. It will definitely hold

us in good stead, especially in an

Olympic year,” added the 21-year-

old. “I am looking to make a big-

ger impact, especially in the

Olympics. I am very confident

and I sure I can make more

contributions,”

she said. PTI
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NEED TO SCORE MORE
GOALS: LALREMSIAMI

Q1:
In which year was Muham-
mad Ali honoured with the

United Nations Messenger of Peace
award? 
a) 1998  ❑ b) 1998  ❑ c) 2000  ❑ d) 2001  ❑

Q2:
Which Indian player holds
the record of most ODI

ducks against Pakistan? 
a) Javagal Srinath  ❑ b) Anil Kumble  ❑

c) Rahul Dravid  ❑ d) Sachin Tendulkar  ❑

Q3:
Who is the current WBA
heavyweight male title holder?

a) Isaac Dogboe  ❑ b) Zolani Tete  ❑

c) Gilberto Ramirez  ❑ d) Anthony Joshua  ❑

Q4:
India’s Avinash Sable is

associated with which sport?

a) Boxing  ❑ b) Hockey  ❑

c) Cricket  ❑ d) Athletics  ❑

Q5:
The Commonwealth Games

were first held in which of

the following countries? 

a) England  ❑ b) Australia  ❑

c) Canada  ❑ d) India  ❑

Q6:
Which cricketer has been

inducted as a board

member of the Professional Golf

Tour of India? 

a) Sachin Tendulkar  ❑ b) Saurav Ganguly  ❑

c) Kapil Dev  ❑ d) Yuvraj Singh  ❑

Q7:
Shikhar Dhawan holds the

record for the fastest to

reach 1000 ICC ODI runs. Against

which country was he playing when

he crossed the landmark? 

a) New Zealand  ❑ b) Australia  ❑

c) South Africa  ❑ d) Sri Lanka  ❑

Q8:
Which of these Indians

recorded the maximum

number of wins in the Fed Cup? 

a) Nirupama Sanjeev  ❑ b) Sania Mirza  ❑

c) Manisha Malhotra  ❑ d) Karman Kaur Thandi  ❑

Q9:
From which stadium in

Athens is the Olympic

flame transferred to the current

year’s host city? 

a) Panathenaic Stadium  ❑

b) Toumba Stadium  ❑

c) Pampelop Stadium  ❑

d) Pankritio Stadium  ❑

Q10:
In which country was

the first Paralympic

Games held?

a) France  ❑ b) United Kingdom  ❑

c) Finland  ❑ d) Russia ❑

Q11:
Which country tops the

all-time medal table in

the Commonwealth Games?

a) India  ❑ b) England  ❑

c) Australia  ❑ d) Canada ❑
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ANSWERS: 1 a) 1998   2 a) Javagal Srinath

3 d) Anthony Joshua   4 d) Athletics

5 c) Canada   6 c) Kapil Dev

7 c) South Africa   8 a) Nirupama Sanjeev 

9 a) Panathenaic Stadium  10 b) United Kingdom

11 c) Australia

QUIZ TIME!

Shikhar Dhawan

Manchester City fans celebrate
winning the Premier League
outside the Etihad Stadium

We have missed the fans so much. We wanted

to do this for them. We will enjoy this moment

and we hope the fans do too. Rest assured we

will continue to do everything we can to bring the

Champions League home this season. I am so proud

and so happy with what we have achieved. The

Premier League is the hardest league in world

football,  every single game is tough. To win it

again means the world to me and the rest of the

squad. Winning the Premier League title is the

ultimate fulfilment of our ambitions. It’s what we

all dreamed of as young players, so to do it is a

wonderful feeling. To captain this team is an honour

and a privilege because the players have given

their all throughout the season, whether in training

or in matches. The teamwork has been amazing.

Football is everything to us and we strive every

single day to be as good as we can be in the hope

we can bring success to Manchester City. 

FERNANDINHO,

Captain, Manchester City 
Photo: AP

Pep Guardiola
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Lalremsiami
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