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QWhat are the
chances of me

getting Covid if I
meet a person who
has just recovered
from it? 
We need to understand
that the recovery period
of Covid differs from per-
son to person in terms of
length and physical param-
eters. The person, who has
recovered becomes non-
infectious after 10 to 14
days of infection. We, how-
ever, need to keep follow
Covid protocol post-
recovery too. 

QWhat is the extent of pro-
tection we get if we sani-

tise surfaces and our hands
regularly?
Hand hygiene can significantly reduce the risk of
infection and transmission. But then one needs to club
it with social distancing and masking. Soap and water
is indeed the best way to clean your hands but in the
absence of the same, rely on hand sanitiser to protect
yourself. Protect yourself by wearing gloves as you
can’t keep sanitising surfaces.

Manini Shah, 
class X, Udgam School
For Children,
Ahmedabad

Answers Your Query

To ask queries
regarding Covid-19

and Vaccination from
our experts, scan the

QR Code or visit
https://bit.ly/331RxDn

TIMES NIE

Dr Pravin Garg, consultant
physician, Ahmedabad

EXPERT ADVICE GIVEN BY

Nupur Vaishnav, 
class XII, Shanti Asiatic

School, Ahmedabad

ALL GAME TO
HELP TOO!

STAR INDIAN OPEN-
ER AND DELHI CAPITALS’
BATSMAN SHIKHAR DHAWAN
said he will be funding the pur-
chase of Haemonetics
Apheresis Machine for plasma
bank to help patients. Dhawan
urged everyone who’s eligible
to come forward and donate
plasma to help others. Last
week, he said he will be donat-
ing `20 lakh and the prize
money from all post-match
individual performance awards
to ‘Mission Oxygen.’ 

A shout-out to the IPL boys who have made donations for
Covid-19 and used their influence to spread the message of

Covid-appropriate behaviour

R
oyal Challengers Bangalore on Sunday pledged financial assistance for infrastructure
“related to oxygen support” in India’s fight against the Covid-19 pandemic and will also
raise funds by auctioning special blue jerseys to be worn by players in an upcoming match.

India skipper Virat Kohli, who leads the RCB, said in a video posted by
the franchise on its Twitter handle that they had had “focussed 
discussions” on how they can help at the ground level.

`80 LAKH

O
ne of the most significant con-
tributions besides these is the
ROHIT SHARMA COVID AID.

Amounting to `80 lakhs in all, the
funds are split into `45 lakh for PM-
CARES, `25 lakhs for Maharashtra
CM’s Relief Fund, `5 lakhs for

Feeding India and `5 lakhs for the
welfare of street dogs. “We

need the country back on
feet, and the onus

is on us,” he
tweeted.

KOLKATA KNIGHT
RIDERS’ AUSTRALIAN
PACE BOWLER PAT CUMMINS changed his deci-
sion to donate to PM CARES fund and instead,
directed the $50,000 amount pledged for Covid-

19 victims, to UNICEF Australia’s India
Covid-19 Crisis Appeal. Cummins

said it is Cricket
Australia’s 
initiative.

RAJASTHAN ROYALS’ FAST BOWLER
JAYDEV UNADKAT will donate 10 per cent of his
IPL salary to help Covid-19 patients who need

essential medical resources as India bat-
tles an unprecedented health crisis.

$50,000

10% IPL PAY

`20 LAKH

NOT DISCLOSED 

LEGENDARY FFAST
BOWLER BBRETT LLEE promised
the sum of 1 Bitcoin (worth
nearly `41 lakh) to Crypto
Relief. Lee’s aid is also
meant to help Indian 
hospitals procure oxygen.

1 BITCOIN

Prince Harry, Jennifer Lopez
make voices heard at Vax Live

US President Joe Biden spoke about Covid-19 vaccination being safe,
Prince Harry urged fair vaccine distribution globally and Jennifer
Lopez embraced her fully-vaccinated mother on stage during one of
the largest concert gatherings in California since the pandemic

PV Sindhu, Michelle Li appointed
ambassadors for IOC’s 

Believe in Sport Campaign

The Badminton World Fed-
eration has announced
that India shuttler PV

Sindhu and Canada’s Michelle
Li have been nominated as ath-
lete ambassadors for the Inter-
national Olympic Committee's
(IOC) ‘Believe in Sport’ cam-
paign aimed at preventing com-
petition manipulation.

Sindhu and Li will be work-
ing alongside other athlete am-
bassadors from around the
world to raise awareness on the
competition amongst athletes.

On  joining the IOC’s ‘Be-
lieve in Sport’ campaign,World
champion and Rio Olympics sil-
ver medallist PV Sindhu said:

“It is an honour to be nominat-
ed by the IOC as an athlete am-
bassador. I stand alongside my
fellow athletes in the fight
against any form of cheating or
competition manipulation. 
Together we are stronger.”

C
elebrities and political
leaders gathered on
Sunday night to talk
about the importance

of vaccine equity at Global
Citizen's ‘Vax Live: The Concert to
Reunite the World’ at SoFi Stadium
in Inglewood, California. The taped
fundraising event will air on May 8,
on ABC News Live, CBS, YouTube
and iHeartMedia broadcast radio
stations.
The concert included performances
by Lopez, Eddie Vedder, Foo
Fighters, J Balvin and H.E.R.
Ben Affleck, Chrissy Teigen, Jimmy

Kimmel, Sean Penn and David
Letterman appeared as special
guest speakers.
Everyone in the audience was fully
vaccinated. Media and production
staff needed to show a negative

Covid test before entering the 
stadium.
“The vaccines are safe. I promise
you. They work,” said Biden, who
was accompanied in a video mes-
sage with first lady Jill Biden. Both
appeared as part of the ‘We Can Do
This’ initiative to increase confi-
dence in Covid-19 vaccines.
Prince Harry said providing vac-
cines across the globe is impera-
tive, particularly those in the poor-
est countries. He said that he is
standing in solidarity with India,
which is experiencing a “devastat-
ing” second wave of the virus. 

KANGANA’S TWITTER ACCOUNT
PERMANENTLY SUSPENDED

T witter on Tuesday said it has
permanently suspended
actor Kangana Ranaut’s

account for repeatedly violating the
platform’s rules. “We’ve been clear

that we will take strong enforcement
action on behaviour that has the potential
to lead to offline harm. The referenced

account has been permanently sus-
pended for repeated violations of
Twitter Rules specifically our
Hateful Conduct policy and

Abusive Behaviour policy,” a
Twitter spokesperson said. The
spokesperson added that the
company enforces the Twitter
Rules judiciously. 

BILL AND MELINDA GATES PART
WAYS, CORDIALLY

B illionaire philan-
thropists Bill and
Melinda Gates have

announced they are divorc-
ing after 27 years of mar-
riage, raising questions over
how they will split their for-
tune and the direction of
one of the world’s most powerful charity organisations. The
couple, with a joint fortune 
estimated at $130 billion, have channelled billions into 
charitable work around the globe via their hugely influen-
tial Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

N E W S M A K E R S

MAINLAND EUROPE’S FIRST 
UNDERGROUND RAILWAY TURNS 125

The Hungarian capital of Bu-
dapest commemorated the
125th birth anniversary of

its underground railway, which was
the first-of-its-kind in mainland Eu-
rope and is the world’s second-old-
est after the London Underground.

It is known as the Millennium
Underground, as it was inaugu-
rated in 1896, the year when Hun-
gary celebrated the 1,000th an-
niversary of the arrival of Magyar
tribes in the Carpathian Basin in
Central Europe, reports ‘Xinhua’.
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SCHOOL IS COOLIt’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 202102

Q.1) Browning wrote in the reign of Queen

A. Anne B. Elizabeth I C. Mary II D. Victoria

Q.2) A poet-contemporary of Browning was

A. Spenser B. Milton C. Tennyson D. Yeats

Q.3) Browning married Elizabeth

A. Barrett B. Bath C. Bentley D. Boyd

Q.4) For his friend's son, Browning wrote 'The Pied Piper of 

A. Hamburg B. Hamelin C. Heidelberg D. Heinsberg 

Q.5) Browning is famous for his dramatic

A. Monographs B. Monoliths C. Monologues D. Monotones 

Q.6) An optimistic Browning line is, God's in His heaven, all's right with the

A. Universe B. World C. Cosmos D. Earth

Positive Poet

Suryakumari Dennison, Teacher, Aavishkar Academy

Choose correctly to complete these statements on
Robert Browning (7 May, 1812 - 12 December, 1889) 
and his works.

ANSWERS

1) D. Victoria 
2) C. Tennyson 
3) A. Barrett  
4) B. Hamelin 
5) C. Monologues 
6) B. World

W
e all come across
books that inspire
us, change us. But

every once in a while, we
come across a book that
is worth sacrificing our
sleep over and impacts us
in ways we cannot imag-
ine. One such book for me
was Madame Curie - A
Biography. This book is a living
record that Marie Curie's life was
an epic. The fact that it is writ-
ten by her daughter was just
enough for me to start reading it
right away.
Being a Biography, the characters of
the book revolve around the exceptional sci-
entist's family, teachers, and the fellow sci-
entists she worked with. The language is sim-
ple yet intricate. Necessary words are empha-
sized beautifully to make the reader believe

that he/she is reading a
fairy tale of a poor, fair
princess who battles her
fears, brings out her
passion and after numer-
ous struggles gets her
crown.
The story is a bit slow
paced, but it will defi-
nitely be a good read for

fans of science who are determined
to know about the achievements,
and struggles of Marie's life.
This book portrays Marie Curie
(and I am sure this was how she

was in real life) as a phoenix,
who rose from the ashes

each time her
desires were buried

deep down.
Rucha Shobhane, class IX, Nurture International
School

T
he board exams in our system of
education for class X and XII are
considered important for the stu-

dents' future. The year 2020-21 has
made history in the lives of board
exam takers - the entire year spent
without face-to-face
classes.
While the teachers and
students went through
the rigor of virtual class-
es and just when things
were changing from new
normal to normal, we saw
the onset of the second
wave and this has result-
ed in not only postpone-
ment of the class XII exam
but also cancellation of X
exams.  
While the students appearing for class
XII board in 2021 will be the only batch
which has acquired the skill of online
learning, it has been a year of emo-
tional distancing and a lot of stress
for them.
With CBSE not announcing dates for
the board exam, it is indeed a great
challenge for students to stay in touch
with the subjects, practice and stay
focused while preparing for the exam
and appear for the same whenever it
may be announced.
While students are at home I feel as
an educator I could share some tips
for the young minds who will be
appearing for the examination, hope-
fully in the month of June.
 Have a routine like getting up in the
morning, doing exercise/ yoga and
planning your studies for the day.

 Have a calm and comfortable envi-
ronment for your studies away from
distractions and noise.
 Keep the study space clutter free
and ensure enough lighting as you stu-
dents are mostly online.

 Students may have
read the syllabus and
practiced but frequent
revision must not be
omitted.
 Good practice includes
writing a paper in the
stipulated time.
 One must practice sev-
eral papers in each sub-
ject. This helps build con-

fidence and keeps stu-
dents in touch with writ-
ing, which they are get-

ting less of nowadays.
 You can take time off from screen
time to listen to music or you're your
favourite book or listen to a motiva-
tional talk.
 I will suggest that one should keep
sometime for your hobby.
 It is important to have nutritious
food and avoid junk, keeping in mind
good health and exercise are very
important.
 It is essential that students should
get at least seven hours of  good
sleep. Regular studies is much better
than pulling all nighters. Just like
binge watching binge studying is also
not desirable .
 Last but not the least I would
appeal to all students to seek support
of your parents, teachers or friends. 
Students should remember that - This
too shall pass!! 

Preparing for tests in
these testing times 

Revathy Gurumoorthy ,
teacher, Air Force school
Hebbal 

A day well-spent with friends the most exciting
There's never a dull day with

friends. Sometimes, spend-
ing a day with friends is the

only therapy you need for a fresh
mind. My favourite weekend activ-
ity is spending quality time with
friends. Not only on a weekend,
spending time with
friends is an evergreen
activity for me. When I
hang out with my friends,
I am the real me who is
more open, crazier and
more liberated.

With the IPL on now,
I am reminded of a day I
spent with my friends dur-
ing the last tournament.

We met up and went for
a nice ride, had a great meal and of
course a crazy photoshoot. I had one
of the best days of my life then. Chill-
ing with my friends in the hot sum-
mer, with delicacies to munch on and
an interesting cricket match can be
described as the best combo ever.

First, we all met at my place and
then we went out for a nice ride.
Thirst beckoned and we stopped for
a nice, cool lemonade. Then on we
had a nice ice cream and another

round of juice. Then at my friend's
place, we ordered some good food.
Until the order arrived, I saw the
craziness of my friends; singing
random songs with dancing ran-
dom steps. Of course we had to film
all this  craziness. During the lunch,

we had a great time with de-
licious dishes. The topping
on all this was an interest-
ing IPL match, as we all are
die-hard cricket fans.

Then we went to a park
near my house where we
had a great photoshoot. It
was like a professional pho-
tography session by un-
professional photogra-
phers. We are really cam-

era-loving people who can live with-
out anything, but not photos. We
didn't realize we were making mem-
ories; we just knew that we were
having fun. This day, whenever I re-
member it, will surely bring a smile
on my face.

So according to me spending
time with friends is the best thing
one can do.
R Sunidhi, class X, JSS Public
School, Mysore

A good read for fans of science
BOOK REVIEW: MADAME
CURIE- A BIOGRAPHY
AUTHOR: EVE CURIE
TRANSLATED BY: -
VINCENT SHEEAN

T
hey said it was going to get
easier. The new beginning
which promised us of our

long-lost freedom wasn't far away.
And with the vaccinations and
schools finally getting started, it
was easy to believe it too. Going
out and finally meeting up with
friends, seeing the world again, not
at a secluded place but a place
filled with hope and happiness. It
was easy to forget about the risks
and consequences for a very short
while, but it was refreshing
nonetheless.
2020 was a very hard year for

everyone. We were facing
something we had never
been prepared for. A time
so tough, filled with obsta-
cles at every corner, it had
us locked away at the con-
fines of our houses, praying
and hoping for mercy. There
were so many lessons we
got to learn, mistakes we
finally became aware of and time
we actually learned to value. A few
were gifted with time while the
others were robbed of theirs.
With situations improving and the
freedom that left us blinded, it was

so hard to imagine
going through all of
that again and this
time it being so much
worse. It's like we are
pulled back right to
when it all had start-
ed. Yes, it is true that
this time we were

warned and are pre-
pared, but are we really?
Whoever said that 2020 was the
toughest year has been officially
proven wrong. The guilt that bur-
dens you for not being able to help
the people you love and care, the

fear that clogs your mind every
other second and the longing for
those good old days.
The only things left for us to do is
act from a sense of duty and follow
all the rules and guidelines listed,
help in the smallest ways possible
and pray for the lives lost and peo-
ple who are giving their all to see
us safe and healthy. And believe
that we have got this because like
every other situation, 'this too
shall pass' and that the pain will
become bearable with time.
Ananya, class X, Presidency School,
Nandini Layout

Not all wounds are
formed
by a papercut, a knife,
or
falling on the ground;
some wounds are
caused by words-
words that can be

thinner than paper,
sharper than a knife,
and softer than sand.

Funnily enough,
most people have
these wounds,
these wounds that

don't heal,
these wounds that are 
invisible to others,
these wounds that are
cutting through your
soul,
deeper and deeper;
if souls were visible to

the human eye,
if they bled a colour
we could all see,
there would be blood
everywhere.

Tia Patel, class XI, DPS
Whitefield

Act from a sense of duty; the
pain will become bearable

WORDS AND WOUNDS

My dreams, they are eerie.
At times, they leave me weary
While they burst at the seams,
I'll never stop dreaming.

I'm not worried about the future
Past doesn't scare me
And it may not be the reality
But, I'll never stop dreaming

And maybe, I have shattered hope.
Maybe, my dreams, they broke.
I may not be the same me,
Still, I'll never stop dreaming.

Snigdha Tiwari, class VIII, DPS Whitefield

DREAMS
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