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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION
AT ST AUGUSTINE’S SHYAMNAGAR

T
he art of communication is the
language of leadership. To in-
still the skill in its students, St
Augustine's Day School,
Shyamnagar, hosted its much

celebrated Annual Public Speaking Com-
petition on March 9 and 10 on the online
platform, which was shown live on its
YouTube channel for all its students and
parents. The event was a grand affair with
120 students from primary and middle
school competing to prove their prowess in
speaking skills.

They enlightened and enthralled the am-
bience with their stimulating speeches and
debating skills on the virtual platform. The
panel of eminent guest judges asserted that
they were impressed with the oratory skill
of the students. Nathan Gasper Chowdhury,
who holds a certificate in Communication
Skills from Trinity College, London, shared
that the “participants were compelling”
and congratulated them with "tips for ef-

fective communication.” Another guest
judge, Deborshi Bhattacharya opined,
“What we speak must have an impact upon
the audience!”

Interesting topics like 'Life definitely
feels like a test I didn't study for!' kindled
interest among the participants and they
appeared to be more confident, challeng-
ing and charismatic. Parents joined as won-
derful audience and supported the event
by sparing their valuable time and en-
couraging the participants.

The principal, A D Gomes, said, “It is
good to see our students emerging as good
orators. We provided them with a platform
to express their feelings, speak their minds
and make a change…"

The winners were recognized and fe-
licitated at the closure of the online event.
With the overwhelming response and sup-
port, the school will definitely be looking
forward to such events in the near future
as well.

Holi in times
of Corona

Holi is one of the most important festivals of
the Hindus. It is a colourful festival which is
celebrated all over the country with great joy

and enthusiasm.
But this year we should maintain the Covid-19

protocols while playing with
colours since this year it's being
celebrated with the deadly
Coronavirus. Playing with water or
interacting with a large crowd have
the potential to infect us with this
viral disease.

But still people who are planning to play Holi
must take all precautions. 

If we play it only with our family members then
there isn't much risk. On the other hand, if we play
it in a larger group, then there should be some
precautions as it can increase the chances of
getting this viral disease.

We should make sure that people who are
having signs of cold, or have fever
aren't involved. We must ensure
that people with whom we are
playing with aren't displaying any
symptoms. 

Use of masks, adherence to the
social distancing norms and availability of sanitizers
must be mandatory. Washing hands at regular
intervals and not eating from the same plates would
be prudent.

People above 60 years or younger than 10 years
of age and those who are suffering from serious
illnesses must not be allowed to participate.

If nothing else, curling up with a good book
would be a great way to cheer up on Holi.

Let this festival give a pleasant memory to all.
Here's wishing everyone a very Happy Holi!

Ishani Banerjee, Class XII, National High School
_________________________________________________

Holi! The festival of colours! If we hunt down
our previous year’s calendars, we can see
that it was actually this same celebration that

we missed and postponed due to the nationwide
lockdown imposed in March 2020. Time into this

year actually passed like a flash and the worrying
concerns over the spikes in cases has raised
eyebrows if a second round of lockdowns could
actually be imposed to bring down the numbers of
those infected. Although vaccination drives in the
country are progressing at a great pace, the
enormous population of India needs time to get the
herd immunity tag as well. In such challenging
times, celebrating the festival of Holi has turned out
to be a challenge. In the first
instance, I would prefer my
readers to stay in their own
homes and not go outside, as it
might be difficult to maintain
social distancing there. If you step
out, my preference would be that
you should wear two masks, one that tightly wraps
across your face, so that even if some colour is
applied on your face, it does not enter your nasal
cavity or mouth and not cause any sort of

complications. If going out with
friends, use sanitizers and avoid
going to crowded places. Maybe we
are tired of virtual celebrations and
wishes on Zoom meetings, but if we
turn careless at this turning

moment, we might as well blame ourselves for
another series of lockdowns. The festival of Holi has
always been associated with joy and ecstasy and the
different bright colours smeared on our faces
represent the lovely positive feelings that we are
supposed to imbibe within ourselves. Upon such an
optimistic note, I wish everyone a happy and safe
Holi!

Harsh Kumar Agarwal, Class X, National English
School, Kolkata

Let’s dedicate 2021 to being healthier & happier
SUNITA RANYAL, PRINCIPAL, CL AGGARWAL
DAV MODEL SCHOOL, SEC 7, CHANDIGARH

Hello 2021!
After a scary 2020, we have become

wiser or I would like to think so. The
year left us with many lifelong lessons
like one should not waste precious re-
sources, health comes first- physical
and mental, austere lifestyle can bring
happiness, that one must be eco-
friendly and try to help the planet
heal, and so on and so forth. But are
we actually still practicing it in our
lives as we get back to our somewhat
normal routines? 

I see people back on the streets
carrying out celebrations and visit-
ing shopping malls because they are
finally open. Our duties as citizens

have taken a backseat as there are
used face masks strewn all around
the dustbins and the ones that we are
using are hanging around our necks,
even though there are posters every-
where to remind us of the do's and
don'ts to follow in the Covid times.

In the past few weeks there has
been a sudden surge in the Covid pos-
itivity rate. The more carelessly we
act now, the farther we go from re-
turning to normalcy. If this trend con-
tinues, then the students will be stuck
at home for an unforeseeable time and
the pressure on our frontline war-
riors will be further increased.

So let us all be careful and not let
our guard down yet. Let's dedicate
2021 towards staying healthier and
happier.

SAMIYANA BANERJEE, Class VIII, Modern High School for Girls

H O L I
Colours, colours and colours; colours all
around.
Red, yellow, green all around; oh what

a treat for the eyes!!
Oh! Run, run, run; run for your life.
Here comes the colours from the bal-

loons and the water gun.
Oh no! HOLI HAS COME,
Come out; it's great fun!!!

RAJESHWARI MANDAL, class VII, Apeejay School Salt Lake



Romelu Lukaku’s 59th

international goal was only

enough for Belgium to

secure a 1-1 draw with the

Czech Republic in World Cup

qualifying on Saturday, while

Portugal blew a two-goal lead

to be held by Serbia. The

Netherlands saw off Latvia

2-0 after their opening Group G

defeat by Turkey, who backed up

that performance with an

impressive 3-0 victory over

Norway. Belgium, the world

number one-ranked side, sit

behind the Czech Republic on

goal difference in the early

Group E standings.

Belgium, Portugal held in
World Cup qualifying
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Australian great Ian Chappell reckons India are likely to set in motion an era of
dominance in world cricket, including attaining success overseas. The former Australian
captain’s belief stems from India’s incredible depth of talent and its success ratio of late
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Yadav & Chahal going

through lean patch

➨ R Ashwin last played in the limited-overs format for Team

India in July 2017. As he wasn’t among wickets in the mid-

dle-overs, he was shown the door and has been kept out of

contention to represent the Men in Blue in the shorter for-

mats since then. While there is no doubt that he is India’s

best spinner in the Test format, calls for Ashwin’s return

to the white-ball setup are getting intense with each pass-

ing day due to the dismal performances of Yuzvendra Cha-

hal, Kuldeep Yadav and Krunal Pandya.

➨ In the second and penultimate ODI of the ongoing three-

match series vs England, in Pune, Virat Kohli-led India

were clueless as their frontline spinners failed to contain

the English batsmen and their six-hitting abilities took

the game completely out of India’s hand, with the hosts

defending a mammoth 337. As a result, the match ended

with more than six overs to spare in England’s favour.

➨ Following the game, calls for Ashwin’s return

have once again gained momentum. In this regard, the

former chief selector Dilip Vengsarkar has also joined

the bandwagon and come in support of Ashwin’s in-

clusion in the shorter formats.

➨ “If I were the chief selector (now), I would have brought

Ashwin back (to the white ball set-up). Why not? Because

he is such an experienced bowler and he has variety. As

they say, spinners mature late and he has done so well over

the years. He is in terrific form in red ball cricket. I think

it will suit the team if he is brought back,” Vengsarkar

told The Sunday Express.

Kohli ruled out Ashwin’s white-ball return

➨ Earlier, Kohli had ruled out chances of Ashwin’s return

in the limited-overs setup and told the media ahead of the

T20Is vs England, “Washington Sundar has been doing re-

ally well for us. So you cannot have two players of the same

discipline, playing in one spot. So unless Washy has a dras-

tically horrible season and things go south for him (this

will not happen).” Sundar, 21, made his Test debut against

Australia this year and impressed with the bat during the

England series with unbeaten scores of 85 and 96. The

spinner has also made a mark for himself in the IPL since

making his debut in 2017.

There’s no match between a young Sundar

and an experienced Ashwin: Vengsarkar

➨ However, Vengsarkar doesn’t seem convinced and further

opined, “In the ODIs, when the spinners bowl, their job is

to get wickets in the middle overs. If they fail to get wick-

ets, then the opposition can score a huge total, with wick-

ets in hand. So basically Ashwin’s job will be to get wickets

and he is good at that. The variety he has, he would be a

very good attacking option and very few can match his va-

riety. As far as spinners are concerned, you don’t contain

the batsmen (in this format), especially in middle overs.”

➨ Following the India-England ODIs, the players will join

their respective IPL franchises for the 2021 season. A good

season for the Delhi Capitals (DC) can turn the tides 

in favour of Ashwin’s return to the shorter formats. Will

he make a comeback in the white-ball format soon? 

Only time will tell...

When some of these questions are asked about
my ODI return, T20I return, white-ball dreams,

and all these things, I find those questions are really
laughable because I am totally at peace and
extremely happy with the life I am leading right now
that given an opportunity anywhere, I would make a
game-breaking performance which I am almost
certain about because of the space I find myself in.

R ASHWIN

Portugal’s
Cristiano Ronaldo

As others struggle overseas, India can
alter that pattern: CHAPPELL

Q1:
Which team won the 2020-

21 Indian Super League (ISL)

Winners Shield?

a) Bengaluru FC  ❑ b) ATK Mohun Bagan  ❑  

c) Goa FC  ❑ d) Mumbai City FC  ❑

Q2:
Who struck the most sixes

in IPL 2020?

a) Sanju Samson  ❑ b) Ishan Kishan  ❑  

c) Nicholas Pooran  ❑ d) A B de Villiers  ❑

Q3:
Who recently become India’s

67th chess grandmaster?

a) Surya Shekhar  ❑ b) Leon Mendonca  ❑  

c) Santosh Gujrathi  ❑ d) Harikrishna  ❑

Q4:
Who has become the 2nd

player in the world to win

the 300th Grand Slam?

a) Novak Djokovic  ❑ b) Roger Federer  ❑  

c) Dominic Thiem  ❑ d) Rafael Nadal  ❑

Q5:
Who is the first woman

umpire to officiate in a

men’s test match?

a) Kim Cotton  ❑ b) Lauren Agenbag ❑  

c) Sue Redfern  ❑ d) Claire Polosak  ❑

Q6:
Who was the only bowler to

take a five-for in IPL 2020?

a) Jasprit  Bumrah  ❑ b) Varun Chakravarthy ❑ 

c) Kagiso Rabada  ❑ d) Trent Boult  ❑

Q7:
Kylian Mbappe scored his

100th Ligue 1 goal,

playing for PSG. Which team did

they beat?
a) Marseille  ❑ b) Lyon ❑  

c) Lille  ❑ d) Nantes  ❑

Q8:
Two batsmen were out on
99 in IPL 2020. One was

Ishan Kishan, who was the other?
a) Jonny Bairstow  ❑ b) Mayank Agarwal ❑  

c) Chris Gayle  ❑ d) Shreyas Iyer  ❑

Q9:
When was women’s
freestyle wrestling

introduced in the Olympics?
a) 1904  ❑ b) 1968 ❑   c) 2000  ❑ d) 2004  ❑

Q10:
Babita Phogat won the
gold medal at the

Commonwealth Games. In which
year did she win it?
a) 2006  ❑ b) 2010  ❑ c) 2014  ❑ d) 2018  ❑

Q11:
Who holds the record as
the youngest boxer to

win WBC, WBA and IBF
heavyweight titles?
a) Muhammad Ali  ❑ b) Joe Frazier  ❑

c) Floyd Mayweather Jr  ❑ d) Mike Tyson  ❑

Q12:
Which two footballers
scored hat-tricks in the

same game in Premier League?
a) Sergio Agüero and Bernardo Silva  ❑

b) Raheem Sterling and Kevin De Bruyne  ❑

c) Tammy Abraham and Christian Pulisic  ❑

d) Ayoze Pérez and Jamie Vardy  ❑

QUIZ TIME!

Kylian

Mbappe

Photo:
AFP

ANSWERS: 1 d) Mumbai City FC

2 b) Ishan Kishan  3 b) Leon Mendonca

4 a) Novak Djokovic  5 d) Claire Polosak

6 b) Varun Chakravarthy  7 b) Lyon

8 c) Chris Gayle  9 d) 2004

10 c) 2014  11 d) Mike Tyson

12 d) Ayoze Pérez and Jamie Vardy  

I
ndia’s recent successes in Australia, particularly the lat-
est one, have reinforced the players’ belief in their abil-
ity to win under any circumstances,” Chappell wrote in
ESPNcricinfo. “In an era where teams struggle overseas,
India has the depth of talent to alter that pattern. No lon-

ger can opponents afford to say, when India are on their doorstep,
‘Just pick a string of fast bowlers and the series will be ours’.”

Can India be mighty like WI and Aus of old?
The cricket expert feels India can replicate the dominance of
the West Indian and Australian teams of the past though it has
become much more difficult now. He recalled the times when
talented players from both these nations would struggle to make
the playing XI. “An abundance of talent like this is reminiscent

of West Indies and Australia during dominant periods when they
overflowed with good players.” Can India replicate the dominant peri-
ods of West Indies and Australia? It’s a much more difficult proposition,
with an extra form of the game, a frightful schedule, and riches of the
IPL, not to mention a pandemic. “However, India have finally got the
equation right and if they avoid the pitfalls often associated with con-
tinuing success, they are better equipped than any team to produce an
era of dominance. The rest of the cricketing world beware.”

Belgium were held by a 1-1 draw by
Czech Republic and Portugal too

were drawn 2-2 by Serbia in the FIFA
World Cup 2022 Qualifiers

R Ashwin

The emergence of such talents
as Shubman Gill, Mohammed
Siraj, Navdeep Saini, Washington

Sundar, T Natarajan and Axar Patel
would have been monumental if it had
happened in the space of three years,
let alone just three months as it did.

And when you consider that Shardul
Thakur excelled in just his second
game and the ebullient Rishabh Pant
was an international match-winner
before his 20th appearance, it really
is a rosy picture. A rosy picture,
that is, if you’re an Indian fan; for
the rest of the cricket world, it
strikes a note of fear.

IAN CHAPPELL,

former Australia captain 

“

Former India captain Dilip Vengsarkar has said that he would have surely brought back Ravichandran

Ashwin in white-ball cricket if he were currently the chief selector of the Indian cricket team


