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CLUESCLUES CRISTIANO RONALDO
BECOMES FOOTBALL'S
HIGHEST-GOAL SCORER

OSCARS
2021

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and hus-
band Nick Jonas have announced
the Oscar nominees through a
livestream presentation...

SPECTATORS BARRED FROM
TOKYO OLYMPICS TORCH

RELAY START: ORGANISERS

S
pectators will be barred from attending the begin-
ning of the Tokyo Olympics torch relay, organis-
ers have said, announcing a pared-back launch, as
the countdown to the postponed Games begins in

earnest.Fans were told to stay away from the next week’s
“simplified” starting ceremony and the first leg of the na-
tionwide relay, which was put on hold a year ago when the
Olympics were delayed over the coronavirus. “The grand
start ceremony and the first section of the Fukushima
torch relay… will not be open to the public,” organisers
said in a statement, adding that the festivities would be
broadcast live online.

1 The announcement comes
ahead of a decision on
whether fans from overseas

will be allowed to enter Japan for
the coronavirus-delayed Games,
which is expected to be taken before
the torch relay begins on March 25

2 The torch relay will begin in
Fukushima prefecture, which
last week marked the 10th

anniversary of the 2011 earthquake,
tsunami and nuclear disaster that
left 18,500 dead or missing

3 But the torch, headed for the
Olympics opening ceremony
on July 23, will get a more

muted send-off than originally-
planned, the organisers clarified

SPORTS

T
he Amazon rainforest now spews
out more greenhouse gases than
it can store, a study has found.
Analysis shows the net impact

on the environment of the tropical rain-
forest, the most- biodiverse place in the
world, has become negative as a result of
human actions. Deforestation, illegal fires
and cattle farming have led to increased
flooding and more frequent droughts,
which means the forest is now spewing
out higher levels of methane and nitrous
oxide than it is soaking up carbon diox-
ide. Worryingly, the findings indicate that
the Amazon rainforest may actually be
making global warming worse rather than
helping to mitigate it. 

 Researchers say that the Amazon
'is one of the largest ecosystem
carbon pools on the Earth' and
stores up to 200 gigaton of carbon,
equivalent to all the carbon emis-
sions humans produced for five
years. (One gigaton is the same as
1,000,000,000 tons)
 Amazonian trees alone emit 3.5
per cent of all global methane
through a variety of ways

ENVIRONMENT
Amazon rainforest now spews out more greenhouse
gases than it can store

Director James Cameron’s
‘Avatar’ has claimed its
box office throne as the

highest-grossing film of all
time, overtaking Marvel’s
‘Avengers: Endgame’.This
comes in nearly two years after
the Marvel superhero film cre-
ated box office history by gross-
ing an estimated $ 2.797 billion.
‘Avatar’, which re-released in
China last Friday added anoth-
er $ 12.3 million to its overall
haul in the first two days, thus
taking its worldwide gross to an
estimated $ 2.802 billion.

'AVATAR' BEATS 'AVENGERS:
ENDGAME' to become highest-
grossing film of all time

‘Endgame’
took the
first spot on
the box
office board
in 2019,
when it beat
Cameron’s
1997 film

‘Titanic', which held the top
spot for over a decade with
an estimated global collec-
tion of $2.194 billion

New children's book to tell story
of Raja Ravi Varma

Anew illustrated book, which brings alive the life and
times of celebrated Indian artist Raja Ravi Varma,
will hit the stands in April, publishing house West-

land has announced. The book, titled 'Prince with a Paint-
brush: The Story of Raja Ravi Varma', is written by author-
poet Shobha Tharoor Srinivasan. Published under West-
land's 'Red Panda' imprint, it aims to inspire young readers
to learn about the famed artist, and how he made his entry
and mark in the art world.

Varma, known as the
'father of modern Indian
art', also established the
first lithographic press in
India, which created the
prints of his mythology-
inspired paintings, in 
particular, scenes from the
Mahabharata and the
Ramayana. It is widely
seen as the first big step
towards making art 
affordable for the masses

BOOK

2.9 TON
pallet of 48 nickel-hydrogen batteries
were discarded by the International
Space Station(ISS). Believed to be the
most-massive object ever jettisoned
by the ISS, the space junk is expected
to fall back to the Earth in two to four years. Called EP9,
short for ‘Exposed Pallet 9,’ this pallet is the recently-
jettisoned object. EP9 came to the station last year on a

Japanese H-II Transfer Vehicle (HTV)
as part of an effort to replace the
orbiting lab's old nickel-hydrogen bat-
teries with new lithium-ion ones — an
extended  process that has required a
number of spacewalks over the past
five years. According to NASA, the

pallet is moving just 4.8 miles per second and is not
expected to survive the intense heat when it reaches
the Earth’s atmosphere. 

FACTOID

+880 is the calling
code of which of
India's neighbours?
Clue 1: Mohammad Abdul Hamid is
the President of this country

Clue 2: It is the world’s second-
largest exporter of clothing after
China

Clue 3: The world's longest natural
sea beach, Cox's Bazar Beach, is
situated here

ANSWER: BANGLADESH. The country
emerged as the most-polluted 
country in the world last year,
according to IQAir, a Swiss group
that measures air quality levels,
based on the concentration of
PM2.5. While PAKISTAN AAND IINDIA
were ranked second and third,
respectively, New DDelhi wwas tthe
world's mmost-ppolluted ccapital for
the third straight year in 2020,
according to IQAir’s report

RIGHT TO REJECT 

THE QUESTION: 
Eight years after giving the voters  ‘none
of the above' (NOTA) option in the elec-
tions, the Supreme Court on Monday
asked the Centre and the Election Com-
mission whether it would be legally per-
missible to reject all the candidates in
the fray, if NOTA votes exceeded that of
the candidate securing the highest num-
ber of votes.

WHY NOW? 
The apex court’s query came after it
agreed to entertain a PIL, in which the
petitioners have claimed that though
NOTA was an option for the voters, it 
didn’t appear to have prodded politi-
cal parties to select “good candidates”
sans criminal antecedents, as the num-
ber of NOTA votes had no impact on
the outcome of elections. The apex
court, however said, such a move could
cause disruptions in the formation of Par-
liament and Assemblies after polls.

THE OPTION 
NOTA as an option was
introduced in EVMs on
the basis of a 2013 SC
judgment. Before NOTA,
the voter had to inform
the presiding officer of

his/ her decision, in
case, he/she decided not
to vote for any candi-
date. In 2013, the SC
ruled that this violated
the freedom of expres-
sion of the voter and the
ethics of secret ballot

DOES NOTA MATTER?
Opinions are divided. Votaries of this
option are of the view that NOTA is a tool
of political dissent to express disillusion-
ment with the ruling party. It also tells
the opposition that for the NOTA voter,
there is no worthwhile alternative candi-
date or party to turn to. The ‘no vote’ is
also about participating in the electoral
process, instead of just sitting out of it.
In other words, it is a way of saying that
your voting helps cut down bogus voting

THE LIMIT
On October 29, 2013, the EC
had issued a circular saying
that in the event of NOTA get-
ting votes, which exceed the
number of votes polled by any
candidate, then the one with

the highest number of positive
votes would be declared as
the winner. This meant that
even if NOTA got a majority of
votes cast in an election, it
would have no impact on the
outcome of the poll

Should NOTA be taken
seriously by political
parties? 

Please share your views at
toinie175@gmail.com

Q

SHOULD VOTERS HAVE THIS
RIGHT? SC ASKS CENTRE, EC

VIEWPOINT
 The nominees for the best picture
are: 'The Father'; 'Judas and the Black
Messiah'; 'Mank'; 'Minari'; 'Nomadland';
'Promising Young Woman'; 'Sound of
Metal'; 'The Trial of the Chicago 7' 
 The nominees for the best actress
are: Carey Mulligan, 'Promising Young
Woman'; Frances
McDormand,'Nomadland'; Viola Davis,
'Ma Rainey's Black Bottom'; Vanessa
Kirby, 'Pieces of a Woman'; Andra Day,

'The United States vs. Billie Holiday' 
 The nominees for the best actor
are: Chadwick Boseman, 'Ma
Rainey's Black Bottom'; Riz

Ahmed, 'Sound of Metal'; Anthony
Hopkins, 'The Father'; Gary

Oldman, 'Mank'; Steven
Yeun, 'Minari.' 
 The nominees for the
best director are: Chloe
Zhao, 'Nomadland';
Lee Isaac Chung,
'Minari'; David Fincher,
'Mank'; Emerald
Fennell, 'Promising
Young Woman';
Thomas Vinterberg,
'Another Round' 



02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET
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S
ibling screaming matches
may seem louder and more
oppressive during a pan-
demic when no one is leav-
ing the house, but accord-

ing to Jeanine Vivona, a professor of
psychology at the College of New Jer-
sey, US, who has studied sibling 
rivalry, “competition with siblings is
just a fact of life.” Some observational
studies have shown that sibling con-
flicts may happen up to eight times
an hour. Here are six ways to handle
squabbling siblings:

FIGURE OUT WHAT SETS
THEM OFF

“Pay attention to what tends to hap-
pen before conflict breaks out,” said
Sally Beville Hunter, a clinical asso-
ciate professor in child and family
studies at the University of Ten-
nessee, US. If your children fight
every time they play video games, for
example, make sure you are within
earshot when they sit down to play.
Listen for words or tones that are
combative and try to intervene 
before it escalates.

HELP THEM TO RESOLVE
CONFLICT

Once tempers have settled, sit your
kids down and discuss the problem
“without blaming or accusing,” ad-
vises Mark Ethan Feinberg, an ex-
pert in sibling behaviour at Penn
State University, US. Give each child
a chance to talk uninterrupted, and
have them try to come up with solu-

tions themselves. By the time kids
are elementary school age, they can
“evaluate which of those solutions
are win-win and which ones are most
likely to work over time,” he said.

PRAISE IN PUBLIC; PUNISH
IN PRIVATE

If your children are being kind to
each other, “praise really loudly and
all over the place,” Hunter said. For

example, “I
love that you
let your sister go
first.” But if you are
criticising them, do
it outside of the oth-
er child’s earshot,
because they may
use it as ammunition.

FIND COMMON
ACTIVITIES

Your kids’ temperament and
personalities may be similar,
or they may not be. They may
both love dance or sports. “Try to
find common activities that allow
everyone to be flexible and feel con-
nected,” Vivona said.

EMBRACE CONFLICT
Don’t be afraid to choose an activity,
like family movie night, that might
result in a long delay as children ar-
gue over which one to watch. You
are going to experience the rivalry
but it will make your children
learn all about compromise.

SEND THEM OUTSIDE
Being cooped up indoors is hard
for children. So organise outdoor
activities to get them some fresh
air and fun. NEW YORK TIMES

Sibling rivalry is expected, especially with everyone stuck
indoors for months, but there are ways to mitigate the issue

6 ways to defuse 
sibling resentment

nitya.shukla@timesgroup.com

T
he 10-year-old Khushi
has been writing
since she was five.
The budding author

has made quite a splash with
her first work ‘The Bunny
Who Cooked Macaroni’, a col-
lection of prose and poetry
that tells the story of a miser-
able bunny, Bob, who is forced
to cook macaroni all day in-
stead of following his passion
to be an artist. Through Bob’s
journey, the young author,
wants the reader to under-
stand the importance of self-
reflection and dedication in
one’s life. In an interview, she
shares her  best
writing tips.

What inspired
you to write
about living an
uninspired life?  
It occurred
with an inci-
dent where a
bunny was
trapped in its
miserable tiny
cage. I had pity
for his woebegone
cast life. I pon-
dered about it and
thought I could
write a story where the bun-
ny is expressing his own
thoughts and having emo-
tional blows. He would be

forced to do something where-
as he wants to do something
else. I describe the way he
strived through his tough
life with the help of his
sweet and encouraging
friends.

What kind of poems do
you like to write?
At night time, I start
writing poetry, when I
am alone and peaceful. I
always pick interesting top-
ics that would appeal to the
reader. I prefer simple AABB
rhyming scheme. I
think a poem is a beautiful
compressed song. I pour

out different
emotions in
different poems
because I write ac-
cording to my
mood. In the
process of my po-
etry writing, I
was always
pending with a
few poems
which I was yet
to complete.
Each poem’s
mood was dif-
ferent too. It
is like a

menu I can choose
from. That’s how I wrote my
poems alongside. So, I kept on
writing till I wrote around six-
ty poems. Out of that, about
thirty poems are in the book.

Who are you mentors?
My writing mentors are un-
doubtedly my parents. They
encouraged me throughout
the journey. They motivated
me to keep on writing. Thus,
I became my own mate. This
book would have merely been
a bundle of words without
their love and support. My
teachers were helpful too and
they told me to never stop
writing. I never will stop; the
journey has just begun!

How did you motivate yourself
to keep at it? Since writing re-

quires one to spend long
hours alone, was

there ever a point where you’d
think ‘I’m not doing it’?
Writing is my passion, so it
was my love for writing that
made me keep the ‘I can do it’
attitude. It is my entertain-
ment. I play with words as I
play with my toys. I manage
my time wisely, which gives
me enough time to write. I was
never alone. My mother was
by my side. The characters
were my friends. I talked to
them and they talked to me. I
was the inventor. Being the au-
thor gives me the liberty to de-
cide what the characters look
like and do; they were my pup-
pets. It is fun cooking a story,
where I can decide what I
want. I was never bored; I used
to wait for the time when I
could write. When you have
fun, long hours become few
seconds. There was never a
time when I thought I could-
n’t do it. A person doesn’t need
to be reminded twice to pig
out on pizza!

Why do you write? 
I simply loved writing. I
adored it, I didn’t find it, writ-
ing found me. I pour my
heart’s content in it. I want to
convey everything to people
by my writing. When you love
something, you are inspired
by it. Inspiration rests in
everything, you just have to
feel it. I started to write since
the age of five. At first, I used
to write page-long essays
about me and my friends. A
year later, I moved onto other
things. I started writing short
stories about nature. After
that, I started writing juicy
stuff; I wrote stories up to a
hundred pages. Then, I start-
ed writing novels.

'My tools are my words'‘My tools are my words’

WRITING TIPS

1 NEVER force yourself to write. When you
least expect it, your thoughts pour out.

DON’T write for the sake of others. Write if
you want, or don’t. Don’t worry whether
people will like it or not. If you like it, it’s
the best. Focus more on the content than
other things.

2 It takes months and years to write a
book. It’s not ten days of work – so

keep calm and relax. First, draft the entire
story on paper. When you’re satisfied with
your points, you can begin writing your 
fabulous story.

3 ALWAYS write in peace. NEVER write in
a jiffy. DON’T stress if you can’t find

words. Leave it, move on to something else.

4 DON’T stick to the facts. Go wild. Take
your imagination for a ride! Observe

what is around you. You will surely find
great ideas for your masterpiece.

2 Birthday Cakes you
can make in 10 mins
Does the thought of baking a cake at home seem like a
daunting task, especially with the icing and edible
decoratives? Well, here’s help. Just follow some easy steps
given below and impress your loved ones

CHOCOLATE CAKE
To begin with, take a baking tin/tray
and grease it with oil/butter and
keep it aside. Take a
large bowl and
sieve 11/2 cup
of all pur-
pose flour,
1/2  cup
cocoa pow-
der and mix
these with 1
1/2  teaspoon
baking powder, 1
teaspoon baking soda,
1/2  cup sugar, 2 eggs, 1/2
cup melted butter. Make a smooth
batter, to make it more fluffy add in
some milk to make the batter smooth.
Pour the batter into the greased baking
tray and bake the cake at 200
degree celsius. In the mean-
time, melt 200 gram milk
chocolate and using the
double boiler method, pre-
pare the ganache. Once the
cake is ready, pour the ganache

and allow it to set, garnish the
way you like and enjoy!

STRAWBERRY CAKE
To make this amazing cake, take 1 cup
strawberries and prepare a puree, add
1 cup all purpose flour to the puree
and mix nicely. Add 1/2 cup melted
butter and 1/2 cup caster sugar, whisk
into a smooth mixture then add in 2
eggs, 1 teaspoon baking soda, 1 1/2
teaspoon baking powder along with a
few drops of vanilla essence. Using an
electrical blender, make a smooth
blend by adding some milk/water,
make a smooth lump free batter.

Grease a baking pan and pour the
batter, add in the chunks of straw-

berry, bake the cake. Then take a
bowl add in 1/2 cup strawberries

puree/ strawberry syrup,
1 cup chilled fresh fresh

cream, keep whisking
and lastly add in 1/2
cup of sugar and

some vanilla
extract for taste,
whisk a smooth
icing cream and

layer the cake.
Garnish the way you like

and enjoy.

Q.1) Who was appointed
as the head of the
Indo-Pacific Wing?
A. Sujan R Chinoy
B. Shivshankar Menon
C. Vikram Doraiswami
D. Nirupama Menon Rao

Q.2) Indo-Pacific Wing
is set up by which of
the following 
ministries?
A. Ministry of 
External Affairs
B. Ministry of AYUSH
C. Ministry of Culture
D. Ministry of Earth 
Sciences

Q.3) April 19 is
observed as___________.
A. National Civil Services Day 
B. World Liver Day
C. International Earth Day 
D. World Day for Safety and
Health at Work

Q.4) RBI has recently
issued a new note
under Mahatma Gandhi
(New) Series with
Shaktikanta Das’s 
signature. The denom-

ination of the note is
`___.
A. `20     B. `200
C. `500   D. `50

Q.5) The Union home
ministry has extended
the ban imposed on
which among the 
following militant
organisations?
A. LTTE   B. ISIS

C. LeT     D. Taliban

A N S W E R S

QUIZ TIME (CURRENT AFFAIRS)

1. C) Vikram Doraiswami 2. A) Ministry of External Affairs 3. B) World
Liver Day 4. D) `50 5. A) LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam)

Activities

TNN
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