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Species will lose habitat to warming by 2070, claims a new study. According to
researchers, in another 50 years, high emissions could push most of the habitats— 35%

of mammals and 29% of birds outside the spaces they live in now, and into different
countries. Political boundaries, thanks to fortified international borders, would, however,

make it difficult for them to move into new space, they warn...

1According to experts,
who mapped the
impact of 32,000km

fortified international
borders on wildlife,
three political barriers
pose the biggest con-
servation challenges
— along US-Mexico,
India-Myanmar and
China-Russia

2For the India-
Myanmar bor-
der, experts

estimate that 128
species of non-fly-
ing mammals could
be unable to cross,

if barriers were com-
pleted along much of

its length

3The endangered Indian
pangolin, banteng,
large-spotted civet,

and the sloth bear, may be
the most-affected, they said

4Poorer countries, with
lower CO2 emissions,
could face greater

losses

5Areas, where mam-
mals are most-likely
to have to move and

find new homes, are in the
US-Mexico border, western
Amazonia, the Andes, cen-

tral and eastern Africa, the
Himalayan region, and the
China–Russia border. For
birds, western Amazonia was
found to be most vulnerable

6According to experts,
border fencing is yet
another problematic

area from a conservation
point of view. Political barri-
ers would mean species would
be facing different kinds of
threats on either side of a
border, “especially in the
areas of conflict,” they added

THE IMPACT

THE SOLUTION: Apart from tackling the
greenhouse gas emissions, expanding trans-bound-
ary conservation initiatives, and reducing the
impacts of border barriers on species will be really
important, experts said
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WHATSAPP STICKS TO ITS STANCE 

ON END-TO-END ENCRYPTION

I
f reports are to go by, WhatsApp is evaluating “all options”,
following the government’s mandate to trace the origin of con-
tentious messages. According to sources, the Facebook-owned
app remains committed to offering its users end-to-end encryption

on its platform. WhatsApp “will not bend” on the issue of user pri-
vacy, as providing traceability would require it to digitally-finger-
print billions of messages exchanged every day in India, store them
on company servers and alter the technology architecture of the app,
industry sources said. 

The IT(Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules
2021, under Section 79 of the
Information Technology Act,
which came into force last
week, states that the govern-
ment will first try to use "other
less intrusive means" to identify
the originator of the flagged
messages before seeking the
intervention of the platform.
If the message originated
overseas, the first person to
have shared the content in
India will be considered the
"first originator"

1 ndia’s contention has been
that enabling traceability
will not result in breaking

any app’s end-to-end encryption
protocol

2 Information technology
minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad has said that the

government will seek traceability
of the originator only in the case
of crimes, where the punishment
is more than five years of jail term

3 The new regulations, which
was notified last week,
require messaging apps to

trace the originator of flagged
messages that contribute to
crimes of a severe nature. This
include issues related to the coun-
try’s security and sovereignty,

public order as well as sexual
crimes against women and chil-
dren 

4 Some legal and technology
experts are also contesting
WhatsApp’s stance on end-

to-end encryption by pointing out
that the newly-notified intermedi-
ary rules do not require encrypted
apps to disclose the contents of a
message

5 WhatsApp, which has over
400 mn users in India, has
been opposing the govern-

ment’s calls for traceability for
three years now, on the grounds
that it is a breach of user privacy
and runs counter to India's funda-
mental right to
privacy

Catherine and I, are not med-
ical experts by any means,
but we can whole-heartedly

support having vaccinations. We've spoken to a
lot of people about it and the uptake has been
amazing so far. We've got to keep it going, so

the younger generations also feel that
it's really important for them to
have it. Social media is awash with
misinformation, so we have to be a
bit careful who we believe. I hope

it comes as a huge relief in
the end. I know, maybe
the anxiety and the

worry leading up to it, but I
hope for all of you, it will add
a bit of normality back to
your lives
Prince William and his wife
Duchess Catherine, on the

need to take 
Covid-19 vaccine

BRUNO MARS ANNOUNCES NEW SINGLE
AND ALBUM AFTER A TWO YEAR HIATUS

S inger-songwriter Bruno Mars is all set to release a
new song and an album after a two year hiatus. In an
Instagram post, Mars shared that he has teamed up

with Anderson Paak for a new band called Silk Sonic. "We
locked in and made an album. The band's called Silk Sonic.
First song drops next Friday 3/5," he wrote, alongside a con-
cert poster of the two.

 Mars's last single was
'Blow', featuring Ed
Sheeran and Chris
Stapleton. It was released in
July 2019 

 The Grammy winner's
last album was '24K
Magic', which came out in
November 2016

MUSIC

Argentine titanosaur may
be oldest yet: Study
Acolossal dinosaur dug up in

Argentina could be the oldest
titanosaur ever-found, hav-

ing roamed, what is now Patagonia,
some 140 million years ago at the be-
ginning of the Cretaceous period, sci-
entists said. The 65-foot lizard, Nin-
jatitan zapatai, was discovered in 2014

in the Neuquen province of south-
west Argentina, the La Matanza Uni-
versity reported on its analysis. "The
significance of this fossil, apart from
being a new species of
titanosaur, is that it is the oldest
recorded for this group worldwide,"
claimed researchers.

 Titanosaurs were members of
the sauropod group, the gigantic
plant-eating lizards with long
necks and tails that may have
been the largest animals-ever to
walk the Earth
 The new discovery meant that
titanosaurs lived longer ago
than previously-thought at the
beginning of the Cretaceous era,
which ended with the demise of
the dinosaurs, some 66 million
years ago

 The creature was named after
Argentinian paleontologist
Sebastian Apesteguia, nicknamed
'El Ninja' and technician Rogelio
Zapata
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$216 
BILLION

The amount of loan that the US
owes India, as the world’s

largest economy’s loan grows to
a record $29 trillion. In 2020,

the US national debt was $ 23.4
trillion, which was $72,309 in

debt per person 

Turn off 5G to save
phone's battery life:

Verizon

A s the world goes gaga over
5G, US telecom service
provider Verizon has advised

people to turn off the 5G access on
their smartphones to save battery
life. In a tweet recently, Verizon sup-
port said that "one way to help con-
serve battery life is to turn on Long-
Term Evolution (LTE)", if users found
their batteries were "draining faster
than normal." 

TECH BUZZ

Virat Kohli becomes
first cricketer to
cross 100 million

followers on
Instagram

Team India captain Virat
Kohli has recorded anoth-
er century, albeit not on the

pitch this time, as he became the
first cricketer in the world to
have 100 million followers on
social media platform Insta-
gram.Kohli is also the first per-
son in the Asia-Pacific region to
achieve the feat. "Virat Kohli, the
first cricket star to hit 100 million
followers on Instagram," the ICC
tweeted. For over two years now,
Kohli has been the most-followed
person on Instagram in India. 

Kohli is also the fourth most-fol-
lowed sportsperson on Instagram
Portugal football star Cristiano

Ronaldo tops the chart
with 265 million follow-

ers, ahead of Argentina
football captain and FC
Barcelona legend Lionel
Messi and Brazil's Neymar,

who are second and third in
the list with 186 million and

147 million followers,
respectively
Hollywood actor
and former pro-
wrestler Dwayne
Johnson, American
singer-songwriter
Beyonce, and Ariana
Grande have also

made it to the 100 club



EXAM
UPDATES

AND 
REQUIREMENTS

1
Candidates should regu-
larly visit the official web-
sites of the exams they

would be attempting and keep up
with the latest updates. The day before

the exam, candidates should look
through the website for instructions on the

things they need to carry, the exam pattern
and any other information that is required.

Check the admit card and note the reporting
time, exam start time, documents to be carried,

verification process and exam dos and don’ts.

GET FAMILIAR

2
If you have never given an online paper before,
you should remember that there is nothing to
fear. Read brochures and data that would be pro-

vided on the website
about how the
exam is con-

ducted and
understand the

instructions on how
to mark the answers.

The best way to be
comfortable giving an
exam online is by actu-
ally attempting it
through mock tests and
practice papers, which
would be available online.

Just as it is for the pen-and-
paper tests, the more you prac-

tice, the more 
confident you will be about the

online exam.

ANSWERING 
QUESTIONS

3
As you prepare for the exam, it is
important to develop a strategy to
answer the questions. You need to

plan on which sections to attempt first or
whether to go for the simpler questions before

trying out the tougher ones. If getting the strat-
egy right requires you to take prep tests before

the actual exams, one should definitely
do so. It is better to get your plan
right through the preparation

and practice tests than mak-
ing silly mistakes in the real
online test.

INSTRUCTIONS
ARE VITAL

4
When you finally sit
for the paper, you
will have some time

especially allotted to fill in
details (like your name and
roll number) and read through
certain instructions. Don’t be in a
haste to get started with the exam.
The instructions provided will guide you
through the exam and tell you what you can and
cannot do. Sometimes, you will be asked to attempt
only a few questions in certain sections. If you skip
reading through the instructions, you may miss this

detail and end up wasting time answering unneces-
sary questions. Do not be afraid to ask the invigilator
if you have any doubts about the instructions.

READING ONLINE

5
Reading is a different experience online as com-
pared to reading offline. Although the text would
be the same and questions can be answered simi-

lar to the offline exams, you would have your eyes glued
to a screen for hours on end during an online exam.

UTILISE TIME WISELY

6
Time is one of the most vital elements of any
examination whether offline or online. You should
manage your time wisely and not spend too much

or too little of it on any one question. A timer will be
present on the console which will help you keep track
of time during the course of the exam. There is, of
course, a negative side to having a clock ticking on your
face while giving an exam. Do not get distracted or
nervous due to the timer, maintain a steady pace for
each question and and concentrate on answering the
questions in front of you. Remember, the timer only
serves as a reminder.

TECHNICAL PROBLEMS

7
One negative side of online exams is that tech-
nology is sometimes bound to malfunction. In an
event of a technical failure, do not panic. Call the

invigilators and let them know about the
issue immediately. Any amount of time

lost in such situations is generally
compensated. Be patient and

wait for things to restart. The
timer will stop and restart
again where you left off.
Stay calm. 

SAVE EVERY
ANSWER

8
Keeping technical
issues in mind, it is
vital for candidates

to save every answer after
attempting them. Of course, most

online exams save the answers auto-
matically. However, in case your answers

are not saved, there is a risk that they may not be
recorded and the time you spend answering each ques-
tion will be fruitless. Keep clicking on ‘Save’ after
every answer to prevent such issues.

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET

READ. PLAY. LEARN
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Things
you

need to
know
before
you sit
for an 

ONLINE
EXAM

For
some
students, taking
an online exam is a new
and somewhat
bewildering experience.
They don’t know what
to expect, and
aren’t certain of
the skills and
strategies that
will enable
them to
perform
at their
best

NEWBIE INDOOR FUN

TIPS TO MAKE A ‘TEPEE’ AT HOME

INDOOR FUN HEALTHY RECIPE

All about
Bean-to-Bar
chocolates!

I
t’s the perfect time to
ditch the regular mass-
produced chocolates for
Made In India bean-to-
bar chocolates. Not only

are these healthier with natu-
ral ingredients and minimal
processing, artisanal gourmet
chocolates taste better because
of locally sourced raw mate-
rial and a burst of natural
flavours.

What is bean-to-bar
chocolate?

From sourcing the
beans to manufac-
turing the bar –
this label is used
when chocolate
makers take care of
every step involved
in the process. Buy-
ing, cleaning,
roasting, cracking,
winnowing, grinding, tem-
pering the cacao beans – every-
thing here is done by the same
chocolate maker, including the
packing. Almost entirely hand-
crafted, these are made in
small batches and do not use
any chemical additives, emul-
sifiers, artificial flavours or
preservatives. Unlike mass-
produced chocolate, it doesn’t
take away the naturally com-
plex flavour notes of cacao.

Mass-produced
chocolate vs craft

chocolate
The difference between mass
produced chocolate and craft
chocolate lies in the focus. The
goal of industrial chocolate pro-
duction is to achieve a certain
flavour. They emphasise on
large-scale production and low
costs. Whereas chocolates la-
belled as bean-to-bar, single-
estate, single plantation, small-
batch, micro-batch or artisan
are a smaller and lesser known

segment of the larger chocolate
market. The focus is on crafts-
manship, quality, flavour and
sustainability. This specialised
segment of the chocolate mar-
ket is nascent, but undoubted-
ly growing and gaining traction
rapidly. The art and science 
behind figuring out the best
way to fully express the flavour
profiles of each bean variety
takes years and years of ex-
perimentation and research. TNN

A recent picture of actor Karishma Kapoor look-
ing calm in her cosy ‘tepee’ (a portable conical
tent made of cloth, canvas or a frame of poles)
captured the attention of people. It’s easy to
make your own tepee – either get a DIY kit that
is easy to assemble or try your hand at making
one at home. Here’s how to do it the right way.

➤ You need four bamboo poles for this.
Create triangles or an ‘A’ shape with
them.

➤ Tie them together at the top with
the help of a rope.

➤ Drop pretty cloth over the sides to
cover it – you can use canvas, sheer

fabric or even old dupattas, saris and
bedsheets.

➤ Run twinkling fairy lights around it.
You can also have a lantern around
for the dreamy light effect.

➤ Place cushions around and you are set to
sit and relax in your very own home tepee!

Life
in a
tepee

The goodness of 
Plum Salad
INGREDIENTS
➤ 1 1/2 cup cream cheese
➤ 10 plums
➤ 1 cup strawberry
➤ 6 tablespoon 
brown sugar
➤ 6 pieces walnuts
➤ 1 cup black grapes
➤ 1 cup sour cream

STEP 1: 
➤ Wash and chop fruits.
➤ Wash all the fruits and
drain excess water. Then
take a chopping board
and chop all the fruits
into small pieces. 

STEP 2:
➤ Add cheese and
mix well with sour
cream and sugar.
➤ Now take a bowl
and add cheese, sour cream
and brown sugar and whisk
well. Add the fruits with
walnuts. Serve fresh.

Tips
➤ You can also place the

fruits first and then pour
the whisked cream.
➤ To make it more indulgent,

you can add some vanilla
essence to the creamy mix.  

TNN

Q.1) In the ‘Percy
Jackson’
series, Connor

and Travis Stoll
are sons of____ 
A. Demeter B. Hades 

C. Hermes D. Polyphemus

Q.2) What is the name of
the sleuth Satyajit Ray
created?
A. Feluda B. Aashmitha 

C. Pushpa D. Jamshed

Q.3) In ‘The Secret
Seven’ series, who was
the annoying sister of the

character ‘Jack’?
A. Monica B. Rachael 

C. Riley D. Susie

Q.4) In ‘Tales Of
Huckleberry Finn’, who is
Tom Sawyer’s aunt?
A. Aunt Audrey

B. Aunt Selena 

C. Aunt Poly D. Aunt Tara

Q.5) In ‘Mill on the
Floss’, who is Tom

Tulliver’s sister?
A. Zoë Tulliver 
B. Racheal Tulliver
C. Maya Tulliver 
D. Maggie Tulliver

Q.6) In the ‘Harry Potter’
series, what did the
deathly hallows 
represent?
A. Stick, rock, pyramid
B. Wand, stone, cloak 
C. Pen, ball, pyramid 
D. (Greek) Iota, Omega, Delta

A N S W E R S

QUIZ TIME (LITERATURE) KNOWLEDGE BANK 

1.C) Hermes 2.A) Feluda 3.D) Susie 4.C) Aunt Poly 
5.D) Maggie Tulliver 6.B) Wand, stone, cloak

NAUTILUS
Related to the
squid, the octo-
pus and the 
cuttlefish, the
nautilus is the
only cephalopod
with an exterior
shell. The shell starts out with only a few
chambers. The animal resides in the inner-
most chamber. As the animal grows, new
chambers are added, always following the
same proportion that approximates the
golden ratio 1:1.618. The only living mem-
bers of the subclass nautiloidea, surviving
relatively unchanged for millions of years,
they are considered ‘living fossils’. 

GRAMMATICAL MISTAKES
NATURE

Activities

THE RULES:

HOW NOT TO DO IT:

 Principle (noun): an accepted
or professed rule of action or conduct; 
fundamental doctrine  Principal: Chief or
head of an institution. (adj): first or highest
in rank, importance. 

 He did not take the bribe on principal.
 The principle summoned the pupil. 

✘

HOW TO DO IT PROPERLY:

 Taking bribe was against his principle. 
 He has been appointed school Principal.
Pravallika Bhat, class VIII, Baldwin Girls’ 
HS, Bengaluru.

✔

m
its
ak
es

AMULYA V, class VIII, Carmel School,
Padmanabhanagar, Bengaluru

PRINCIPLE / PRINCIPAL
The focus is on craftsmanship,
quality, flavour and sustainabili-
ty. The bean-to-bar segment of
the chocolate market is nascent,
but undoubtedly growing and
gaining traction rapidly
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