
SCHOOL IS COOL It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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In a bid to promote design
thinking, the junior grade
students took part in a hat-

making competition as part of
their CCA. Enthusiastic students
displayed their talents and made
various colourful hats that exhib-

ited their originality and creative
minds - designs that would suit
every need and occasion. They
proved their mettle, that they
can wear different hats with
panache. 

The Paddington series by Michel
Bond is about a young bear who,
after an earthquake in his native

Peru, makes his way to London.
Paddington is raised by his aunt 'Lucy'
after his parents die when
he is very young. Aunt Lucy
sends him to London as she
has to go away to the
'House for Retired Bears'. 
The Browns family finds
him and adopt him. And
because he is they
find him at
'Paddington Railway
Station' they named
him Paddington
Paddington's many
adventures with his human
family and neighbours, with the Browns

children Judy and Jonathan, the house-
keeper Mrs. Bird , the neighbour Mr
Curry and others make for interesting
reading. Mr. Gruber, who runs an
antique shop, is Paddington's best

friend. They have Coco and
Bun together every day at 11
o' clock. 
Paddington may be a bear,
but can speak like a human,
and tries to help everyone
around. But ends up messing

things, thanks to his paws. I wish
Paddington was real. 
The Paddington book series is
very enjoyable and interesting,

and every child must read it. 
Vaiga N Rajeev, class IV,

Ravindra Bharathi
Global School

A bear that you
wish were real

BOOK - THE
PADDINGTON

SERIES

Kids wear hats with panache

NATIONAL PUBLIC
SCHOOL, ITPL

Give them the greatest gift of all - reading
Rina walks into her house, her nose tucked into the book she is 

reading. Off go the shoes with a kick, the socks still trailing on
her feet. Rina's mother comes into the living room and asks

her, "Rina, did you have a good day in school today?"  Rina barely
nods and sits sideways on sofa, her legs dangling over the armrests.
Rina's mother has an exasperated look as she walks away. Every

question got her the same
reply "Wait! I will come

once I have finished the page I am reading." 
This was a daily occurrence in most households till the television, internet and
smart-phones invaded our homes. Sadly, these words are rarely heard
anymore. 
Where have all the Rinas gone? Is reading a dying art?
Children have slowly moved away from books and
replaced it with television, internet, video games,
and other electronic media. Their fragile minds
are constantly flitting from one programme
to another with only nuggets of infor-
mation being absorbed. It does not
allow the mind to process, assimi-
late and retain any information. 
This addiction to electronic media,
smart-phones, X-Box and video
games is responsible for delayed
cognitive development at a young
age, decreased concentration, poor
knowledge and inadequate writing and
comprehension skills. 
Why this addiction to moving images? Is

it lack of patience, instant gratification
or paucity of time? Reading a book
takes time and patience. It is easier and faster to watch a movie,
documentary or cartoons than imagining and visualising the words
of a book. 
There is an urgent call to revive the joys of reading. It is a herculean
task but it is not undoable. Reading helps one's imagination and
enhances creativity. It encourages emotional and psychological
development. Through books, children learn to visualise, dream,

laugh and travel to distant lands. It makes them appreciative of
cultures different from their own. Every book sparks that

extra inquisitiveness and reading becomes a way of
life and learning. 

We need to initiate our children by reading
aloud with just one page a day. That one

page will magically turn into more sto-
ries. It takes only one page to lure a

child into the magic of words. 
Let us present this greatest gift of
all, reading, to our children.
This is the beginning and surely,
we can bring more Rinas and her
exasperated mother back to this
world!
I do believe something very mag-

ical can happen when you read a
good book  _ J K Rowling.

_ Sushama Rao, 
coordinator - library

THE BRIGADE SCHOOLS

TEACHERSPEAK

The Pandemic year was definitely
unforeseen. No matter how much
trouble it caused, it did give us

some valuable time to spend with our
dear family. This was the first time that
I got to stay at my granny's place in
Dehradun for a quarter of a year!
Imagine, how lively and exciting it
would have been for my entire family,
especially me and my sister! Our days
would begin with the morning yoga,
which my maternal grandmother would
never allow us to miss. She is a perfect,
disciplined, meticulous Yoga teacher.
And we got disciplined too! 
The most thrilling of all were the week-
ends. The Saturdays and Sundays when
my parents were not busy with their
office. So, soon after the morning yoga
we would gear up for our hiking adven-
ture. There was a small hill which was
called 'Mini-Mussoorie' by the local res-
idents. Dehradun is a valley and it is
surrounded by the Lesser Himalayas or
the 'Siwaliks' on all sides. 'Mini-
Mussoorie' was just 2 kms from my

granny's house. So, all four of us; my
father, my mother, my sister and me
would march on with our trekking
sticks. It would be such an adventure
running up the hills while our parents
walked behind us. The beautiful birds
chirping in the morning, the rising Sun's
rays peeping in between the branches
of the tall trees. 
Decembers are very cold in Dehradun.
Temperatures fall up to 4 degrees Celsius
and we would have to wear layers and
layers of woollens. But nothing would
dim our excitement of strolling in the
woods. The wonderful story teller that
my father is, he would create an adven-
turous story which we would all enact
and enjoy. The last time we were all the
brave soldiers of the Indian Army who
had to defend our country India from the
invisible enemies. And we were all on a
mission that we successfully completed.
At the end of the story, we were on the
top of the hill. What a victory! 
There is a small village near the hill and
on our last visit there we met 'Ganga' ,

the cow and also saw many hens and
chicks in a house. When we climbed
down the hill we were all tired. Luckily,
we found a small shop where an Uncle
was preparing hot 'bread pakoras' and
'bun-omelette' for the morning break-
fast. We ate well and returned home
satisfied.
Avani Mittal, class V, 
K V DRDO, Bengaluru 

Trekking up the hills and through the
woods, braving the morning cold

A short trip that was
full of memories
To break the stress and boredom of

COVID-19, we planned a short trip to
Mysore. It is not very far from

Bangalore, and tt took us 5 hours getting
there. The journey  was exciting and fun as
we passed through many historical places
like Ramnagara - the Ramgad of hindi movie
'Sholay' fame; Channapatna which is well-
known for wooden toys ,  and Mandya - the
sugar factory of India. 
We had an exciting time at the most awe-
some Ranganathittu bird sanctuary, that is
home to many different birds. The sanctuary
is made up of 6 islets on the river Kaveri. We
took a boat ride on the river, which is con-
venient to view the birds from close quar-
ters. Apart from birds I also saw bats sleep-
ing, hanging upside down on the trees. It
reminded me of Coronavirus! We also
encountered more than 4 crocodiles while
we were was on the boat. And they were just
a few feet away from me! I was mesmerized
by this experience. 
We got a peek into the life of Tipu Sultan
when we visited his birth place, the summer
palace, his tomb and finally the spot where
he was found dead. I got to ride on a horse.
At first the horse walked slowly, and after
the handler gave me some instructions on
how to stay steady, the horse started going
fast. I almost slipped off the horse but got

the hang of it. I thoroughly enjoyed this
experience. 
The temple at Chamundeshwari Hills was
nice, but it was scary to see that hardly any-
one was wearing their mask, apart from us.
The famous Mysore palace is really very big.
Interestingly, the descendants of the king
still live in the palace! That must be some-
thing special. 

Harman Vora, class VII, Whitefield Global
School

PARENTS

You're the wall between
me and society, 
Because of you, I feel
mighty,
You're there for every cut
and hurt, 
Because of you, I've
reached all the way to
Perth.

You've put your life at
stake multiple times,
But never made me step
on a rake even a single
time,
You've sprinted with me to
different places,
Even though you weren't
running in any of those
races.

You were always there
with me especially during
my lows,
Made me work like you
were a bull and I was a
plough,
Never made me feel that I
wasn't good enough for
anything,
But because of you, I have
everything.

God couldn't come every-
where, so he made par-
ents like you, 
It was like giving a sapling
its required nutrients even
when things were few,
So, thank you dear par-
ents, for all you've done, 
Because without you, it's
like the solar system with-
out a sun.

Shrisai Hari, class IX, Delhi
Public School Whitefield
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Q1:
Which player has smashed

most sixes in the Chappell-

Hadlee Trophy?

a) Michael Hussey  ❑ b) Brad Haddin  ❑

c) Martin Guptill  ❑ d) Brendon McCullum   ❑

Q2:
During which Olympics did

Mima Ito become the

youngest table tennis medallist?

a) 2012 London Olympics  ❑

b) 2016 Rio Olympics  ❑

c) 2000 Sydney Olympics  ❑

d) 2008 Beijing Olympics    ❑

Q3:
After Fakhar Zaman, who

holds the record of

fastest 1000 runs in One Day

Internationals?

a) Jonathan Trott  ❑ b) Imam-ul-Haq  ❑

c) Viv Richards  ❑ d) Kevin Pietersen  ❑

Q4:
Who was the first woman

to win four Olympic table

tennis gold medals?

a) Wang Nan  ❑ b) Yining Zhang  ❑

c) Yaping Deng  ❑ d) Nan Wang   ❑

Q5:
Which player has taken

most wickets in the

Border-Gavaskar Trophy?

a) Ravichandran Ashwin  ❑ b) Anil Kumble  ❑

c) Harbhajan Singh  ❑ d) Nathan Lyon   ❑

Q6:
At which Olympics did Eliud
Kipchoge win a gold medal?

a) 2012 London Olympics  ❑

b) 2016 Rio Olympics  ❑

c) 2000 Sydney Olympics  ❑

d) 2008 Beijing Olympics   ❑

Q7:
Other than Sarah Taylor,
which female cricket player

made most stumpings in ODIs?
a) Anju Jain  ❑ b) Batool Fatima  ❑

c) Jane Smit  ❑ d) Trisha Chetty    ❑

Q8:
How many medals has
Simone Biles bagged 

at the only Olympic games she 
has participated in?
a) Five  ❑ b) Four  ❑ c) Three  ❑ d) Two    ❑

Q9:
In which year did
Manchester United become

the first English club to win the
European Cup?

a) 1968  ❑ b) 1974  ❑ c) 1964  ❑ d) 1969  ❑

Q10:
Netherlands scored the

lowest total against which

country in ICC Men’s T20 World Cup?

a) South Africa ❑ b) Sri Lanka ❑

c) England ❑ d) India ❑

Q11:
Who holds the record of

most catches in the

Wisden Trophy?

a) Graham Gooch  ❑ b) Clive Lloyd  ❑

c) Garry Sobers  ❑ d) Brian Lara   ❑

QUIZ TIME!

Eliud

Kipchoge
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ANSWERS: 1- d) Brendon McCullum

2- b) 2016 Rio Olympics   3- b) Imam-ul-Haq

4- c) Yaping Deng   5- b) Anil Kumble

6- b) 2016 Rio Olympics   7- a) Anju Jain

8- a) Five   9- a) 1968   10- b) Sri Lanka

11- d) Brian Lara 

HE’S JUST 23 AND IS GOING TO

IMPROVE: KIRAN MORE

STUMPING BRILLIANCE

Rishabh Pant has really

worked hard in Australia,

when he moves

with the gloves you can

see the difference in

his reactions. He has

shed a lot of weight

and has worked hard on

himself. It is showing,

the way he kept with so

much turn and bounce (on

Chennai’s MA Chidambaram

Stadium pitch), credit

to him. We want him to

keep improving as a

wicketkeeper because

we know the value he

brings to the team.

VIRAT KOHLI,

India captain

He’s a bundle of gifted tal-

ent. His wicketkeeping and

stumpings were

marvellous, brilliant.

Particularly, his stump-

ing of Lawrence, after

the ball had passed

between the batsman’s

legs, was brilliant

because you are blinded

while collecting the ball on the

leg side. His reflexes, agility,

etc. was superb on a

vicious pitch. I don’t

have words to express

my feelings. He is a

game changer for sure.

SYED KIRMANI,

former India

wicketkeeper 

➨ On Tuesday, Pant effected two jaw drop-
ping stumpings, of Dan Lawrence and
Moeen Ali, to help India wrap up the sec-
ond Test against England on the fourth
day. This was in addition to his brilliant,
one-handed catches to his left to dismiss
Ollie Pope and Jack Leach in the first
innings. In addition, he scored a crucial
58 not out in the first innings. This per-
formance showed how much he has im-
proved in the recent past.

➨ “Everybody had a question mark against
his wicketkeeping. But I never had any.
When you don’t allow that boy to play
in India, how is he going to learn? To
play abroad is more difficult than in In-
dia. That’s my simple argument. On
turning pitches a wicketkeeper is always
going to come into play. Everybody saw
today what he can do,” former India

wicketkeeper Kiran More, who was
chairman of the national selec-
tion committee between 2004

and 2006, told IANS.

➨ Pant has played 14 of his 18 Tests abroad,
and only four in India.

➨ “He has taken some great takes; he has
effected some great stumpings. On the
way, he’s going to miss a few. But he’s
just 23 and is going to improve and be-
come the top wicketkeeper in world
cricket. His attitude is superb; he does-
n’t care. Of course, there is a lot of scope
for improvement,” More said.

➨ Former India wicketkeeper Syed Kir-
mani, too, is very impressed with Pant’s
performance in the second Test at the
M A Chidambaram Stadium.

➨ “This  boy is abundantly gifted, and
he should be left alone, and people
should keep encouraging him. He still
has to work a lot on his agility and re-
flexes etc. He has to make a little
change in his attitude, because com-
placency could creep in subcon-
sciously,” said the former chairman
of national selection committee.

➨ Pant’s childhood coach Tarak Sinha said
that the security of selection has pro-
vided confidence to his ward.

➨ “When one is assured of his place in
the team he blossoms. That is a major
reason for Rishabh’s good perform-
ance is this Test. He had the support
of the entire team. His reflexes are
good and the stumping of Lawrence
is a result of those reflexes. In future
he will only get better and better,” said
Sinha, who coached Pant at his Son-
net Club in Delhi.

➨ “He scored runs in the first against Eng-
land (91 and 11) and that provided con-
fidence to him. And that confidence has
rubbed on to his wicketkeeping. A wick-
etkeeper has to concentrate on each ball,
all the time. It’s a game between the
bowler and the wicketkeeper. His con-
centration used to momentarily waver
and that led to lapses. Now, his concen-
tration is better,” he emphasised.

➨ Pant has scored 1,256 runs at 44.85 in
18 Tests, including two centuries,
Missing five others from handshaking
distance, besides six half-centuries.
He has taken 71 catches and effected
five stumpings.

Fresh from guiding the Indian side to a historic

series win in Australia, promising young talent

Rishabh Pant is keen on raising his stock by

becoming the ideal choice behind the wickets for

the Asian giants in their first home assignment 

of the year 2021

Rishabh Pant stumped 

Dan Lawrence in

spiderman style in the

final innings of the

second Test
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Everyone is entitled to an

opinion. It is us who are

reading into it... Whoever

is giving their opinion is well

within their rights to give an

opinion. As a cricketing frater-

nity or country, dealing with

such sort of accusations needs

to get better. We must hold

pride in how we are playing

better (on such wickets). Test

matches are won over a period

of time. You play overs and win

Test matches.

People give their opinions. It is

completely fine if people give

opinions. We will also have

opinions when we tour abroad.

We don’t complain or crib, and

just get on with it. I have never

seen any of our greats, be it

our coach Ravi Shastri or Sunil

Gavaskar, who have been on

tours abroad, I have never seen

them talk about pitches having

lot of grass. It has never hap-

pened. When people come out

with such opinions, we should

respect them but I think we

should be able to magnani-

mously deflect them away.

R ASHWIN, India spinner

T
he off-spinner, who earned the Man of the Match award for his eight-

wicket haul and a century on a wicket that aided turn from the first

session of the first day, said the Indian team is proud of being able to

master difficult conditions better than the others. Several former cricketers,

including former England captain Michael Vaughan and Australia batsman

Mark Waugh, slammed the Chennai pitch for the 2nd Test, calling it “not fit

for Test cricket” and “unplayable”. A few experts even went on to call the

pitch “a beach” as England were bundled out for 134 in the first innings.

India don’t complain or crib about
pitch conditions overseas: Ashwin

FC Barcelona’s chances of

winning this season’s Champions

League all but evaporated on

Tuesday night after they suffered a

4-1 home defeat to Paris Saint

Germain. PSG striker Kylian Mbappe

helped his side’s supporters forget

the absence of Neymar and Angel Di

Maria with a hat-trick that left

Barca needing to score four goals in

the return leg to highlight the club’s

recent decline. Barca coach Ronald

Koeman took a big risk in bringing

Gerard Pique back into his starting

11 after over four months out with a

knee injury, while Sergino Dest was

also back at right-back after injury. 

Mbappe hat-trick hands
PSG 4-1 win over Barca
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