
“The hardest job kids face today is learning good manners without
seeing any.”

Fred Astaire, Hollywood actor, dancer, singer
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An American in Paris
1951
Jerry Mulligan (Gene Kelly) is
an American ex-GI who stays in
post-war Paris to become a
painter, and falls for the gamine
charms of Lise Bouvier (Leslie
Caron). However, his paintings
come to the attention of Milo
Roberts, a rich American
heiress, who is interested in
more than just art.

Singin’ in the Rain
1952
When the transition is being
made from silent films to

'talkies', everyone has trou-
ble adapting. Don and

Lina have been cast
repeatedly

as a

roman-
tic cou-
ple, but
when their
latest film is
remade into a
musical, only Don
has the voice for the new
singing part. After a lot of
practise with a diction coach,
Lina still sounds terrible, and
Kathy, a bright young aspir-
ing actress, is

hired to record over her voice.

Gentlemen Prefer
Blondes
1953
Lorelei Lee (Marilyn Monroe) is
a beautiful showgirl engaged to
be married to the wealthy Gus
Esmond (Tommy Noonan),
much to the disapproval of Gus’
rich father, Esmond Sr., who
thinks Lorelei is after his
money. When Lorelei
goes on a cruise accompa-
nied only by her best
friend, Dorothy Shaw
(Jane Russell), Esmond Sr.
hires Ernie Malone
(Elliott Reid), a pri-
vate detective, to
follow her and

report any “questionable behav-
iour” that would disqualify her
from the marriage.

A Star is Born
1954
Hollywood actor Norman
Maine (James Mason) is a
celebrity whose star is on the
wane, but when he meets aspir-
ing actress Esther Blodgett
(Judy Garland), he is inspired

to help her, and soon the
two appear in a

m u s i c a l

together.
Now known

as Vicki Lester, she
marries Norman
and finds herself in
demand, while his
reputation contin-
ues to decline,
resulting in heavy
bouts of drinking.
Eventually, Vicki

must choose between
moving forward with

her career and attempt-
ing to save her husband.

Jailhouse Rock
1957

A young man, Vince
Everett (Elvis Presley),

is convicted of
manslaughter after

being drawn into a
bar fight while trying

to defend a woman. In prison,
Everett finds salvation when
his cellmate, a country singer
named Hunk Houghton
(Mickey Shaughnessy), hears
him sing and pegs him as a
future star. Once released,
Everett gets a job in a night
club and meets Peggy Van
Alden (Judy Tyler), a young
woman who works for a record

company and who, like
Houghton, also sees tal-

ent in Everett.

Silk Stockings
1957
When movie producer Steve
Canfield (Fred Astaire)
attempts to convince respected
Russian music composer Peter
Illyich Boroff (Wim Sonneveld)
to score his next movie, his
methods prove a little too effec-
tive. Accustomed to rigid com-
munist ideals, Boroff is imme-
diately charmed by the excess
of Parisian nightlife and refus-
es to return to Russia.
Unwilling to lose its national
treasure, Moscow dispatches a
no nonsense bureaucrat
Ninotchka Yoschenko (Cyd
Charisse) to retrieve the way-
ward composer.

Gigi
1958
Gaston (Louis Jourdan) is a
restless Parisian playboy who
moves from one mistress to

another, while also spending
time with Gigi (Leslie Caron), a
precocious younger friend
learning the ways of high soci-
ety. The platonic relationship
between Gaston and Gigi
changes, however, when she
matures, but the possibility of
something lasting seems
unlikely since he won't commit
to one woman.

Seven Brides for Seven
Brothers
1954
During the 1850s, Milly (Jane
Powell), a pretty young cook,
marries Adam (Howard Keel),
a grizzled woodsman, after a
brief courtship. When the two
return to Adam's farm, Milly is
shocked to meet his six ill-
mannered brothers, all of
whom live in his cabin. She
promptly begins teaching the
brothers proper behaviour,

and most importantly, how to
court a woman. The 1980’s hit
Bollywood film ‘Satte pe Satta’
was an adaptation of this film.

Carmen Jones
1954
This is a love story of a para-
chute factory worker and a stal-
wart GI named Joe, who is about
to go to flying school. Conflict
arises when a prize-ring champ
captures the heart of Carmen.
When she leaves Joe for another
man, he seeks revenge.

Guys and Dolls
1955
‘Guys and Dolls’ is a musical
romantic comedy involving the
unlikeliest of Manhattan pair-
ings: a high-rolling gambler and
a puritanical missionary, a show-
girl dreaming of the straight-
and-narrow and a game manag-
er who is anything but…

Magical musicals of 1950s 
The '50s are known       the Golden Age of Hollywood, mostly because of the musical extravaganzas and the stars who
catapulted the industry to be the best in the world

The 5 performances by recently decsased
Hollywood legend, Christopher Plummer that you
must watch. We're leaving out ‘The Sound of

Music’ from this list because there’s hardly anyone who
hasn't watched the film, or re-watched it several times
over the last few decades.

The Man Who Would Be King
[1975]
In this John-Huston directed underrated
epic, the lead actors are Michael Caine
and Sean Connery. Plummer’s role, as the
famous author Rudyard Kipling, is mainly
of the narrator of the story. But even in a
short few minutes, and by the power of his
majestic voice, the late Canadian actor
makes his presence felt. The ‘IndieWire’
writes: “This feature is a great example of Plummer’s abili-
ty to make meals out of minor roles. He’s inquisitive and a
solid presence for the unbelievable story that unfolds.” 

Murder By Decree [1979]
In this British-Canadian mystery thriller
directed by Bob Clark, Plummer plays
Sherlock Holmes, with James Mason as Dr
Watson. After learning of mass murderer
Jack the Ripper’s gruesome reign of terror,
Holmes decides to investigate. Plummer,
who lived and breathed theatre often said
about his acting process: "When I make
movies, I immediately go back to the the-
atre. It not only keeps you alive, but it

keeps your craft in order.” Whether it was the central
character or supporting act, Plummer’s presence gave
gravitas to every film he starred in.    

Star Trek VI: The
Undiscovered Country
[1991]
Christopher Plummer as General Chang
was one of the most menacing villains
of the ‘Star Trek’ franchise. An explosion
on the moon causes the Klingons to call
for a peace summit. However, things get
complicated when Captain Kirk (William Shatner) and
Leonard McCoy (DeForest Kelley) get arrested.

Up [2009]
Plummer did several prominent voiceovers and
narrations throughout his career, but the vil-
lainous Charles Muntz in this Disney/Pixar
classic stands out. When Muntz comes across
Carl (Ed Asner) and Russell
(Jordan Nagai), he invites
them to visit his aircraft,
but it doesn’t take long
before his true nature
reveals itself.

Beginners [2010]
Plummer was nominated three times for
an Academy Award in his lifetime, but it
was in this 2010 Mike Mills-direct-
ed film that he won the
coveted golden stat-
ue. Plummer plays
Hal, a
man
nearing
the end
who is
deter-
mined to
live on
his own
terms. 
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W
elcome to Galentine’s
Day 2021! The cultur-
al phenomena was
born in 2010, in an
episode of the

American TV series ‘Parks and
Recreation’, titled ‘Galentine’s Day’. In
the show, Leslie Knope (played by
actor Amy Poehler) hosts a February
13 brunch for her best girlfriends. She
explained that the event (held a day
before Valentine’s Day) was about
“ladies celebrating ladies”. Since
then, Galentine’s Day has steadily
gained momentum. On this day, we
shine the light on our girlfriends who
have stood by us, wiped our tears,
and encouraged us. Feel like celebrat-
ing? Just call your bestie and tell her
how much you appreciate her.
Literature too is full of examples of
heartwarming female friendships.
Here are some of our favourite ones.

PUDDIN’ BY JULIE
MURPHY 
It’s written by the author of the best-

selling, ‘Dumplin’’,
which focused on
body positivity
and self-accept-
ance. ‘Puddin’’ is
about the messi-
ness and the
beauty of teen
girl friendship.
The story is
about the unlike-
ly friend-

ship between
Millie and
Callie, who are
complete
opposites.
Millie
Michalchuk is
tired of attending
fat camp every

year since she was a little
girl. She is ready to
rebel against her par-
ents’ wishes and chase
her dreams.
Meanwhile, Callie
Reyes is an unapolo-

getic mean girl and the
dance team captain but

has no friends. When cir-

cumstances bring them togeth-
er, they realise they have more
in common than they thought. 

WILDER GIRLS BY
RORY POWER
A thriller about three friends
stuck in an isolated school under
quarantine because of a strange

sickness. Best
friends Hetty,
Byatt, and
Reese, learn to
brave danger-
ous wilderness,
mutated ani-
mals, and terri-
fying conspira-
cies to keep
each other safe.
When Byatt
goes missing,
Hetty and Reese
rally together to save their friend
before it’s too late.

FIREFLY LANE BY KRISTIN
HANNAH 
We beg you to read the book before
you watch its adaptation currently
screening (by the same name) on

online streaming
platforms. This
2008 novel is
about Kate and
Tully, a pair of
inseparable best
friends who
meet in 1974,
when they are
14 years old.
The story fol-
lows them
through the

next 30 years – the highs/lows of their
friendship and the hardships they face
as they grow older. With this book, one
learns that female friendships can be
quite complex, especially, if one com-
mands more attention from the world
than the other.  

A SONG BELOW
WATER BY
BETHANY C.
MORROW
A special story about
Tavia and Effie, two
magical girls who
have lived together

and loved each other as family for
years. Their sisterhood is unbreakable,
and they have protected each other’s
secret until a murder in their town
threatens to rip their life apart.
According to reviews, the fantasy genre
book expertly weaves in themes of
racism, social justice, current politics.

DIVINE SECRETS OF THE
YA-YA
SISTERHOOD
BY REBECCA
WELLS
A group of fiercely
loyal and eccentric
women known as
the Ya-Yas navigate
the highs and lows
of life in small-town
Louisiana – from
their childhood in
the 1930s to many
decades on. 

(Source: Goodreads, Bookriot, TIME

#Girlpower
Celebrate

GUESS THE BOOK FROM
THE QUOTE 
1. “God save us from people who mean well.”
2. “The gods grow jealous of too much
contentment anywhere, and they show their
displeasure all of a sudden.”
3. “Man needs difficulties in life because they
are necessary to enjoy success.”
4. “We may not have sewage, drinking water,
and Olympic gold medals, but we do have
democracy.”
5. “Rains are an act of God in India. And God as
we know is a law unto himself.”  

QUIZ TIME

Behind every great book are the books
which influenced it. Thanks to ‘www.
blinkist.com’, a micro-learning app and

platform, we now know the works that
inspired classics, including
‘Oliver Twist,’ and ‘1984.’ 

Frankenstein: Mary Shelley’s
‘Frankenstein’ was inspired by
her parents. Her father

William Godwin had
written ‘An
Enquiry
Concerning
Political

Justice’ while
her mother Mary
Wollstonecraft wrote ‘A
Vindication of the Rights
of Women.’

Uncle Tom’s Cabin: One
of the defining novels
of the Civil War era,
Harriet Beecher Stowe’s

‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ was
inspired by Frederick
Douglass’ ‘The Narrative
of the Life of Frederick

Douglass, an
American Slave’.
Douglass’ book was
also cited by Toni
Morrison for her
Pulitzer Prize-
winning historical
novel ‘Beloved.’ 

Oliver Twist: Charles
Dickens’ portrait of
extreme wealth and

poverty in London in ‘Oliver
Twist’ was in part modelled
on Edward Gibbon’s ‘The
History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire’. 

War and Peace: Tolstoy’s
‘War and Peace’ reflected
the author’s reading of the

philosophy of Arthur
Schopenhauer, along with
works about Napoleon and
French history. According to
Tolstoy scholar Ani
Kokobobo, the Russian
author was captivated by
Schopenhauer and his belief
that ‘death is the only
reality,’ a viewpoint
expressed by the cerebral
Prince Andrei Nikolayevich

Bolkonsky in ‘War and Peace’. 

1984: George Orwell’s
dystopian political novel
reflects in part the British
author’s reading of two
nonfiction studies: James
Burnham’s ‘The
Managerial Revolution’
and Halford Mackinder’s
‘Democratic Ideals and
Reality: A Study in the

Politics of Reconstruction’. 

THE CLASSIC BEHIND THE CLASSIC

Girl Squads: 20 Female
Friendships That
Changed History by
Sam Maggs and Jenn
Woodall 
A fun and feisty tour of famous
girl BFFs from history who stuck
together and changed the
world, including Anne Bonny
and Mary Read, the infamous
lady pirates who sailed the
seven seas and plundered with
the best of the men; The
Edinburgh Seven, the band of
pals who fought to become the
first women admitted to
medical school in the UK; and
The Zohra Orchestra, the
ensemble from Afghanistan
who defied laws, danger, and
threats to become the nation’s
first all-female musical group.

(source: www.goodreads.com)

According
to the Mayo Clinic,

strong friendships pro-
vide a sense of belonging
and purpose, improve our

self-confidence, lower stress
and help us cope with trauma
and life challenges. A strong

social network may also
reduce the risk of depres-

sion and even help us
live longer lives

on Galentine’s Day

ANSWERS
1. Vikram Seth’s ‘A Suitable Boy’  
2. R K Narayan’s ‘Malgudi Days’ 
3. A P J Abdul Kalam’s ‘You Are Born To
Blossom’ 
4. Aravind Adiga’s ‘The White Tiger’ 
5. Kiran Nagarkar’s ‘Ravan & Eddie’



Mary Kom feels her vast
experience of boxing at
the top level will hold
key to her chances at

Tokyo Olympics
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 India has been participating
in the Olympics for a very
long time but our results
have been limited to hockey
and some individual sports,
such as shooting, bad-
minton, wrestling and box-
ing. We have had a limited
presence. This base needs to
be broadened. We can’t go to
the Olympics hoping to win
only one or two medals. That
is why the preparation for
Tokyo is in full swing. We
have inculcated scientific

training methods and a sup-
port system. We are creating
the best possible environ-
ment for our sportspersons.

 We are in the process of
sending the largest Olympic
contingent ever. At the same
time, you can’t produce
champions in one or two
years. That takes eight to 10
years. I had very limited
time (of one year) for Tokyo
2020 when I took charge. I
have tried to make the best

use of the time and
resources we had.

 But the real task we have will
be after Tokyo 2020 — for
Paris 2024 and Los Angeles
2028. That is when the talent
we are scouting and training
now will bring in results.
More than 50,000 young
sportspersons are undergo-
ing training at national
camps. The PM had set up an
Olympic task force in 2017
and we are implementing its

recommendations. I am con-
fident all these efforts will
bear fruit.

 We have identified 14 
disciplines, including
wrestling, boxing, weightlift-
ing, athletics, badminton,
table tennis, archery, shoot-
ing, fencing and hockey. We
must go fully prepared. But
to predict how many gold
medals we will win is not
wise. I should not name any
athlete just like that.

My concern would be the general safety of
everyone else because you’re opening the

country. Everyone is flying in from different
places. I would just want the public to feel safe.

Naomi Osaka, Japanese tennis sensation

What are officials saying?
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga said recently that he was “deter-
mined” to hold the Games this July,
while a government spokesman dis-
missed a report claiming officials see
cancellation as inevitable.

International Olympic Committee presi-
dent Thomas Bach also said there was
“no reason whatsoever” for the event not
to go ahead, but also admitted it may
involve fewer fans, or even be held
behind closed doors. Decisions on
whether to allow overseas fans, and how
full venues will be, are set to be taken in
the coming months.

What would cancellation cost?
Tokyo 2020’s latest budget was revealed
as 1.64 trillion yen ($15.8 billion) in
December — up 294 billion yen ($2.8 bil-
lion) because of costs linked to the delay
and virus countermeasures.

There are suggestions the final price-tag
may be significantly higher, possibly mak-
ing the event the most expensive Summer
Olympics in history. Calculating the cost
of cancellation is complicated, especially
as running the Games only accounts for
about 0.1 percent of Japan’s GDP.

Tomoaki Iwai, a political science profes-
sor at Nihon University, said cancella-

How would Japan’s 
government react?

Suga, who has only been in office since
September, has seen his approval rat-
ings nosedive over his handling of the
coronavirus.

The greater Tokyo region and several
other parts of the country are under a
state of emergency, but the government
has been accused of waiting too long to
impose the measure and of mixed 
messaging.

Polls show around 80 per cent of the pub-
lic oppose holding the Games this year,
so a cancellation might not be all bad
news for Suga politically.

“It would strike me that the political

What do athletes think?
Athlete pressure was seen as a driving
force behind last year’s postponement,
with the Australian and Canadian
Olympic committees pulling their teams
out days before the decision was made.

This time, Australia, Canada and the
United States have come out in support
of the Games, and Greek pole vault
champion Katerina Stefanidi — who led

calls for last year’s postponement — has
said she would prefer it to be held with
no fans than not at all.

Top US gymnast Simone Biles said the
decision had to be based on “what’s safe
for the world”, but added she was “hop-
ing the Olympics can be put on, even if it
means we’re in a bubble”. But Japanese
gymnastics star Kohei Uchimura sound-
ed a note of caution, saying the event
“can’t be held if the athletes and the peo-
ple don’t feel the same way”.

tion could have a “tremendous economic
impact” at a time when coronavirus is
already a major headwind. “The tourism
sector and related businesses would see
huge damage,” he told AFP. But other
analysts argue tourism and spending
linked to the Games is not that signifi-
cant, meaning a cancellation would not
necessarily involve massive losses. What would it mean for

Olympic sports?

The IOC has vast reserves that have
allowed it to cope with postponement,
but experts say cancellation would
have disastrous consequences for indi-
vidual sports.

Many national and international sport-
ing federations would find themselves in
financial danger, with some relying on
IOC payouts to survive. Athletes who
have trained for years to appear on the
Olympic stage would find their hopes
dashed, with many unsure whether
they’ll be able to qualify for the next
Games, Paris 2024.

Cancellation would also deal a blow to
the Olympics’ image in an era when
fewer cities have been coming forward to
host the costly Games. AFP

risks of holding the Games and having
them result in a new outbreak are
greater than admitting that the risks are
too great and working with the IOC to
find some alternative plan that is more
suitable,” said Tobias Harris, a Japan
analyst at Teneo Intelligence.

We are hopeful of medals in the Tokyo
Olympics: Kiren Rijiju, Sports Minister 

Olympic super-fan Kyoko
Ishikawa cannot wait to

welcome the world to Tokyo.
The 51-year-old has attended

every Summer Olympics in
the past 30 years
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As Japanese and International
Olympic Committee officials insist

the Tokyo Games will go ahead,
there are some major questions

surrounding cancellation

04 “Think of all the girls who could become top athletes but quit sports because they’re 
afraid of having too many defined muscles and being made fun of or called unattractive.”

Serena Williams, tennis player
SIMPLY SPORTS
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