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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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MBWA students host Meraki for juniors

LEARNING TO DISAGREE RESPECTFULLY
To be great citizens of the world,

with so many ideas, points of
view and perceptions, being able

to disagree respectfully is important
and this will make the biggest dif-
ference.

As humans, we have a desire to be
right. We enjoy being right — even
when we are wrong!

It is much easier, to agree and
many people steer clear of dis-
agreements or people with alterna-
tive views. However, being willing to
broaden your thinking and hear an-
other point of view can lead to dis-
agreements. Learning how to dis-
agree constructively is a skill. Ef-
fectively disagreeing is about soft-
ening your language so that your
message is received pleasantly.

Differences of opinion are nor-
mal in relationships and can foster

deeper understanding and growth
between individuals. While it can be
difficult to keep an open mind, par-
ticularly when we feel passionate
about a subject, listening to another

person and empathizing with their
situation, even while not always
agreeing with their point of view, al-
lows us to gain a deeper under-
standing of ourselves and others. The
benefits of engaging in a civil debate
includes better problem-solving
skills, better coping skills, helps in
becoming better listeners and re-
duces stress.
These tips below can help :
 Focus on the Facts
 Use 'I' Statements
 Seek to Understand
 Do Not Get Personal
 Recognize the Good
 Stay Calm
 Offer a Solution
 Show Respect through Body Lan-
guage
 Approach Differences with a Gen-
uine Curiosity.

Runa Chatterjee, Headmistress, The
Heritage School

Apeejay Bangla Sahitya Utsob completed
six years this year, with eminent writ-
ers, journalists, debaters, and other
prominent faces in the world of Bengali

literature. This year, the ABSU took place on
Facebook Live, making it possible for all view-
ers to attend the online programme. The event
was held over two days, January 15 and 16 from
4 pm to 8 pm.

The first session was about literature and
sports, Lekhay Khela: Khela Niye Lekhalekhi,
with Debasish Dutta, Sabyasachi Sarkar, Sam-
bit Basu and anchored by Arpan Gupta in the
delegate list. Some vital questions like why
teenagers are getting detached from daily
sports, why players like Ronaldo and Messi are
only known to the new generation instead of
true legends like Maradona and Pele, why In-
dian football is still not liked by teens and why
they don’t even bother to watch and support
Indian football; came out with their respective
answers in the session. It was quite an engag-
ing one to watch and learn from. Debasish Dut-
ta said “Jiboner arek naam cricket” (Another
name for life is cricket”. Later on, Sabyasachi
Sarkar added “Test cricket er sathe jiboner
nanadik joriye ache” (There are many aspects
of life involved in Test cricket). The next segment was
about literature for teens and the youth, Yubasahitya:
Bartaman Bangla Sahityae Yubajiboner Kotha Koi?
(Youth Literature: What about youth contemporary
Bengali literature?) It had prominent faces like Bin-
od Ghoshal, Debarati Mukhyopadhyay, Sadat Hossain,
anchored by Roy Choudhury. The delegates spoke
amongst themselves on how Bengali literature is fad-
ing away and how this new generation is ignoring the
classics written by famous Bengali authors. Debarati
Mukhyopadhyay said, “Joubon boyish diye bojha jae
na” (Youth is not understood or determined with age).
Adding that age is just a number, what matters is how
an old person is also young at heart, she also said:
“Ajkal manusher dhoirjyo khub kom” (People now
don’t have much patience). Sadat Hossain also said:
“Ajkal poriborton khub dhruto hoche” (Nowadays,
changes are happening at a very fast and quick pace).
At 7 pm, the third segment began with Debasish
Mukhyopadhyay, Prosenjit Dasgupta, Riddhi Goswa-
mi, and anchored by Sujoynil Bondhyopadhyay. It was
about Satyajit Ray and his contribution to the ‘kishore’
or children. The segment was titled Felu-Shonku-Tari-
ni-Bonku, which depicts all the four favourite char-
acters of children who read his books and captured
them in their childhood memory box. Debasish Mukhy-
opadhyay said "Jatayur beshkichu gun amra Satyajit
er modhey dekhte pai” (We all can see many of the qual-
ities in Satyajit Ray that Jatayu had). Later, Prosenjit
Dasgupta added “Satyajit Ray nijei Feluda” (Feluda
was Satyajit Ray himself). The last segment of the day
was an audio treat, Jolopropater Naamjibon: Soumitra
Chattopadhyay-er Sahityabhabna with the delegates
Poulomi Basu, Jasodhara Roy Choudhury, Amitabha

Nag and anchored by Sujoy Prasad Chatterjee. It was
on Soumitra Chattopadhyay, and his link with Ben-
gali literature. Poulomi Basu said, “Sahityai Soumi-
tra Chattopadhyay-er jibon chhilo” (Literature was
Soumitra Chattopadhyay’s life). Other delegates re-
vealed many known and unknown facts about him.

The first segment of Day 2 started at 4 pm with
“Taranather Paye Paye: Bangla Sahitye Tantra Char-
cha” which was on life, death and philosophy. We had
Abhik Sarkar, Soumitra Biswas a nd Tanjim Rehman,
anchored by Riju Ganguly. Tanjim Rehman said,
“Manush kono kharap kaaj korar pore tar saathe kich-
hu kharap hole obochetone shey mone kore je ota tar
kormophol” (karma and bad deeds of man). The dis-
cussion also dealt with emphasizing on the practice
of tantra-sadhana, how fear is born in the human
mind, the philosophy of tantra as explained by great
Taranath Tantrik, the concept of rebirth and after
birth, and several other perspectives. The second seg-
ment was “Kali-Kolom-Mon: Dui Banglar Somos-
hyamoik Sahitya” where some lesser known facts on
Bengali literature were discussed with Shirshya Band-
hyapadhyay, Sayantani Putatunda, Paromita Him and
anchored by Sourav Bishai.

With the last two segments on Bengali literature,
eminent writers and journalists taught us the true
meaning and essence of Bangla Sahitya. The two-day
online event was really an engaging one and we were
delighted to be a part of this enriching experience.

Soumilee Bhattacharyya, Class XII, Apeejay School Park
Street; Sagnic Basu, Class XII, St Augustine’s Day School

Shyamnagar & Md Safiruddin, Class XII, 
St Sebastian’s School

Apeejay Bangla Sahitya Utsob 2021

Meraki's second edition was an initiative taken by
the students of class XI of Mahadevi Birla World
Academy. Held via Zoom meetings and Google
Classroom from December 1 to 3 between 3.40 pm

to 4.40 pm, this event aimed to bring juniors closer to their
seniors through the process of learning new skills from
them. All eight workshops were designed keeping in mind
the need to help young students develop skills that they
would need as they move to higher classes. After the end
of this fantastic three-day workshop, it wouldn't be wrong
to say that both parties learned a lot from each other and
it was an enriching experience. The artistry and vision of
the students were commendable.

Ink Rush for class V was an interactive creative writ-
ing workshop spread over a span of three days. The chil-
dren were taught the application of literary devices, lim-
erick writing, short story writing, and character building
through games and activities.

In Ink Rush for class VI the team and attendees dis-
cussed Disney characters and movies. They were asked
to submit an article explaining how they wanted to change
the endings of these movies. A detailed study of literary
devices like personification and story writing through ac-
tivities and interactive sessions concluded this workshop.

Ink Rush for class VII was an awe-inspiring venture
that aimed at amplifying the creativity of its attendees.
Over the course of three days the attendees engaged in in-
teractive sessions to build their skills in writing stories,
letters, poster designing and to strengthen their vocabu-
lary. They also acquired knowledge about the Bard of Avon
through attractive presentations.

Stentors was a three-day workshop where the atten-
dees from classes V, VI and VII were introduced to the
world of public speaking. From playing games that helped
them think on their feet to discussing their favourite mu-
sic artists, every discussion helped the team to get to know
more about the attendees. We wrapped up the workshop
by testing the spontaneity and the agility of the attendees
by listening to their speeches and a watch party.

Knead It Now was an exciting three-day workshop
conducted for classes V and VI. Here the attendees learned
some very unique and interesting recipes. The recipes had
been specially curated for their age group and could eas-

ily be prepared by them.
Catharsis was a fun-filled three-day art workshop in

which the participants of class VI were taught the basic
techniques of pencil shading and doodling through pre-
sentations and live demonstrations. It was a creative jour-
ney and the attendees took a keen interest in all the ac-
tivities which made it a fulfilling experience.

Write it Right was a workshop which educated the at-
tendees of class VII about modern calligraphy. They were
taught to be consistent with their writing and the team
shared tips to make it more attractive.

Artisanat allowed the team to teach students of class
VII to make a beautiful collection of crafts. They were
taught how to make elegant florals and work with crepe
paper. They also learned how to make dreamcatchers. At-
tendees reused old CDs and used DIY stickers to decorate
them.

The senior students of class XII of MBWA conducted
Meraki for their juniors from class VIII, over a period of

three days, from October 5 to 7. The purpose of the work-
shops was not only to bridge the gap between the middle
and the senior wings of the school but also to impart skill
based knowledge to the students. Seven workshops were
held on different topics under the supervision of the teach-
ers. Ink Rush focused on enhancing the creative writing
skills among students. It included activities like impromptu
storytelling, anecdote writing, metaphor building and
writing open letters.

The aim of Cinephilia was to gradually introduce the
students to various aspects of filmmaking and video ed-
iting. Through an interesting powerpoint presentation,

the participants came to know about the
different departments and people involved
in filmmaking. They were also taught the
application of WondershareFilmora9, a
video editing tool. The students were as-
signed the task of making short films in-
corporating all that they had learnt in the
workshop, which were showcased on the
final day.

Stentors, the sessions on public speak-
ing were extremely engaging and interac-
tive. The participants introduced them-
selves creatively. Discussions ranged from
knowing the fundamentals of public speak-
ing to sharing anecdotes and narratives
based on the topic of patriarchy to under-
standing the importance of being well read
and well informed.

In the workshop, Finance Over Fries,
basic ideas about finance and entrepre-
neurship were shared with the students
and key terms and principles explained.
Fun activities were planned to make the
sessions exciting.

Catharsis was all about using art as a therapy in these
trying times of the pandemic. The students enjoyed doo-
dling, creating mandalas on paper and CD painting. They
learnt about art journals and moodboards and through
their journals expressed a gamut of emotions.

Another interesting segment was Knead It Now or
the cooking workshop where the students were taught to
make five different dishes. They not only enjoyed prepar-
ing them but were excited when their family members
complimented them on becoming such wonderful chefs.

Parrhesia or the theatre workshop aimed at impart-
ing basic knowledge to the participants as well as enter-
taining them.

The overwhelming response from the participants
made Meraki 2020 a great success. They wholeheartedly
appreciated the untiring efforts of their seniors for teach-
ing them skills outside the regular curriculum and cre-
ating a unique and enriching learning experience collab-
orating with art. The positivity, growth and maturity, team
spirit and camaraderie that radiated during the course of
the workshops will be treasured by each and every soul
involved in the process of creating Meraki 2020.

ONLINE  LEARNING IS  TURNING US  INTO ZOMBIES

All three paintings are by SAMIYANA
BANERJEE, Class II, Modern High School
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W
aking up to an early morn-
ing call of a friend, asking
to save them a seat, the 9
o'clock rush hour– shoving

textbooks and copies into a bag, dash-
ing through a shower, gulping down
breakfast, trying a new hairdo – all
seem like a distant memory. Blues is no
more restricted to Mondays as it
spreads over the entire week like a
drape.

The New Normal welcomes our
mornings with caffeine and a blue line
to determine the days course. Online
learning, albeit convenient, lacks the
warmth of physical interaction.
Lengthy queries often go unsaid
amidst connectivity hassle. Con-
centrating during online class-
es is much more strenuous
without the classroom en-
vironment where the teach-
ers and fellow peers act as
catalysts that ensure our
attention and keep it most-
ly unfaltered. E-learning

exposes our eyes to prolonged screen-
time and leaves our brains fuzzy and
spirits droopy after those
extensive hours. Roald
Dahl's "Zombies" per-
haps describes our
state the best!

However, as these
years shall determine
our career, we need

to find our own way through these chal-
lenges. Twenty minutes of meditation
helps to increase attentiveness and re-
juvenates me from the exhaustion. Ex-
ercising daily boosts blood circulation,
thus preserving physical and mental

health. Eating healthy, sleeping on
time and leading a disciplined

lifestyle makes it easier to
live through these times.
Sudden waves of gloomi-

ness, which are becoming
very common among stu-
dents, can put a damper on
academics. I fight this off

with some light reading, cre-
ative writing and gardening.

A few episodes of American
sit-coms always comes in handy

to lift up your mood, put you
back on track and gear

you up for another day's
worth of online learning.

Esha Ganguly, Class XII, 
St Augustine's Day School, Barrackpore
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This year’s complete tournament looks all but set to be played in India. The auction will take place on February 18th 

T
he highest earner in
the history of the lea-
gue, MS Dhoni had

confirmed his participation
in IPL 2021 before CSK’s fi-
nal league stage match last
year. But he isn’t expected to
continue playing the league
after IPL 2021. Since there
will be a mega-auction next
year, the franchises will have
an opportunity to build a
new team with an eye on the
future. At 39, Dhoni can’t be
part of CSK’s future plans
and he is highly expected to
quit the game after the next
edition. Of course, Dhoni
can continue his association
with CSK as a mentor or in
any other role. One of the
most successful interna-
tional captains, Dhoni re-
tired from international
cricket in August 2020 and
now only plays in the IPL.

MS DHONI

S
hould he manage to draw a
bid in IPL 2021 auction,
Harbhajan might call it

quits after the season as there
will be a mega-auction next year
and he can’t be in a team’s future
plans at that age. Harbhajan
doesn’t play domestic cricket and
hasn’t played any form of crick-
et since IPL 2019. A full-time com-
mentator for the past few years,
he might find it difficult to draw
a bid in IPL 2021 auction.

HARBHAJAN SINGH

E
ven though he has
been among run-
scorers for Kings XI

Punjab, his age and the fact
that there will be a mega-
auction next year could see
the franchise offloading
him. In the mega-auctions,
the franchises build a team
for the next 3 years and
Gayle can’t be part of any
team’s plans at the age of
42. Not to forget, he has gone
unsold once in IPL. And in
2018, KXIP only bid for him
after his name came up for
the 3rd time. Though,
the ‘Universe Boss’
had said that he still
sees himself at the
crease battling it out
with the best in the
business for another
five years. “I believe
that I still have five
more years.”

CHRIS GAYLE

T
he former Indian bats-
man is expected to take
a call regarding his ca-

reer after the next IPL season.
In 2019 as well, Ambati Rayudu
had retired from international
cricket but he made his return
back then. With the franchises
building new teams from IPL
2022, Rayudu isn’t expected to
be part of their plans and
might retire from the league af-
ter IPL 2021.

AMBATI RAYUDU

VETERANS WHO MIGHT PLAY THEIR LAST IPL THIS YEAR

Q1:
Which cricketer has played
most matches as a captain

in the Ashes?
a) Ricky Ponting  ❑ b) Allan Border  ❑

c) Archie MacLaren  ❑ d) Mark Taylor  ❑

Q2:
Name the first English club to
win the European Cup in 1968? 

a) Liverpool  ❑ b) Arsenal  ❑

c) Manchester United  ❑ d) Chelsea  ❑

Q3:
Who is the first Indian
woman to win a boxing gold

at the 2018 Commonwealth Games?
a) Saina Nehwal  ❑ b) PV Sindhu  ❑

c) Mary Kom  ❑ d) PT Usha  ❑

Q4:
Which of the following
competitor is all set to

become the youngest Olympian at
the Tokyo Olympics 2021? 
a) Sky Brown  ❑ b) Marjorie Gestring  ❑

c) Margery Hinton  ❑ d) Hend Zaza  ❑

Q5:
Which of the following play-
ers hold the record of most

catches in the Wisden trophy?

a) Brian Lara  ❑ b) Clive Lloyd  ❑

c) Garry Sobers  ❑ d) Gordon Greenidge  ❑

Q6:
Who is the youngest foot-
ball manager to reach 100

UEFA Champions League matches?

a) Sir Alex Ferguson  ❑

b) Mauricio Pochettino  ❑ c) Jose Mourinho  ❑

d) Ole Gunnar Solskjær ❑

Q7:
How many FIFA Club World
Cups has Real Madrid won

till date?   

a) One  ❑ b) Three  ❑ c) Five  ❑ d) Four ❑

Q8:
In which year did Di Stefano
become the only player in

the world to win a Super Ballon d'Or?
a) 1986  ❑ b) 1987  ❑ c) 1988  ❑ d) 1989  ❑

Q9:
Lasith Malinga has taken
the highest wickets in the

history of IPL. How many wickets
has he taken? 
a) 170  ❑ b) 165  ❑ c) 169  ❑ d) 171  ❑

Q10:
Which of the following
players have made

fastest 2000 runs in T20
Internationals?
a) Martin Guptill  ❑ b) Brendon McCullum  ❑

c) Aaron Finch  ❑ d) Virat Kohli  ❑

Q11:
Who holds the record for
fastest Champions

League opening goal for Bayern
Munich against Real Madrid?
a) Luis Suarez  ❑ b) Roy Makaay  ❑

c) Salva Ballesta  ❑ d) Diego Tristan  ❑

Q12:
Which of the following
countries won most gold

medals in the 2012 London
Olympics?
a) Great Britain  ❑ b) Russia  ❑

c) USA  ❑ d) China  ❑

QUIZ TIME!

Real Madrid’s 

Eden Hazard
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ANSWERS: 1 b) Allan Border   

2 c) Manchester United   3 c) Mary Kom

4 d) Hend Zaza   5 a) Brian Lara

6 c) Jose Mourinho   7 d) Four  8 d) 1989

9 a) 170   10 d) Virat Kohli

11 b) Roy Makaay   12 c) The United States
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R Ashwin

➨ Fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah and spin-
ners R Ashwin, Shahbaz Nadeem, and Wash-
ington Sundar were the sufferers as Eng-
land took full advantage of the reprieves to
pile up 578 at the MA Chidambaram Stadi-
um here. Wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Rohit Sharma, and Ash-
win, who dropped a return catch, were the
offenders. Bumrah, playing in his 18th Test
and the first one in India, was left ruing his
luck as Pant dropped England opener Rory
Burns on his right-hand side. Burns was on
one and ended up scoring 33 on the first day.

➨ On the second day, Ashwin dropped a tough
catch of all-rounder Ben Stokes off his
bowling when he was on 31 in the 110th over
of the innings. In the next over, Stokes got
another lifeline as Pujara dropped him off
Nadeem. Stokes, on 32, went on to score 82
runs. Later, Rohit dropped a sitter offered
by Dominic Bess off Sundar. Bess was on
19 then and he ended up scoring 34.

➨ A specialist close-in fielder, Yajurvindra Singh,

who took seven catches in 1977 to equal the
world record of Australia’s Greg Chappell be-
fore Ajinkya Rahane broke it by grabbing one
more in 2015, was at a loss to explain the rea-
sons for Indians dropping catches regularly.
“How do you explain these dropped catches?
Maybe the players are not taking enough catch-
es in practice. The Indian team got three days
to practice before the first Test against Eng-
land started on Friday. Maybe their focus was
on batting and bowling, and not on fielding
or catching,” Yajurvindra, 68, told IANS.

➨ Yajurvindra, who took five catches in Eng-
land’s first innings in Bengaluru and added
two more in the second, said only special-
ists should be fielding in close-in positions.
“Fielding at close-in requires lot of prac-
tice; the positions, including mid-wicket and
cover, are not to be fooled around with. When
non-specialists like Rohit Sharma and Shub-
man Gill field in close-in positions, how do
you expect them to take catches? It was fun-
ny that Rahane, who specialises in close-in
fielding, wasn’t close to batsmen,” he observed.

‘THEIR FOCUS WAS ON BATTING AND

BOWLING, AND NOT ON FIELDING’

IS INDIA NOT TAKING
FIELDING SERIOUSLY?

Indians have dropped four catches in the first two

days of their first Test against England, leading to

the visitors piling up a huge score

People are not taking

close-in fielding serious-

ly. One-day and T20 cric-

ket has been detrimental to

fielding close, as they now

practice fielding inside the

30-yard circle. If you are a

specialist fielder, you adjust

where you stand according to

bounce. A specialist has the

ability to judge the bounce.

Yajurvindra Singh,

former India cricketer

Just like they practice the

pull shot, the cut shot in the

nets, I think the fielding

coach must also try and give

them these caught and

bowled situations as if the

bowler has bowled and then

he looks up and the catch

comes. I don’t know how they

will practice but they need to

do that.

Sunil Gavaskar,

former India captain 

Ashwin’s not the ‘best

mover’ in the Indian side.

He always looks like he’s 20

years older than he really

is sometimes out there.

He’s bowled a lot of overs,

he’s looking a little bit

tired and that’s the chance

(Ben Stokes’ return catch)

you desperately want to

hang on to.

Mark Boucher, former South

Africa keeper

Fielding demands volume

practice. If you are doing it

in less volume, it affects the

performances. They had to

quarantine themselves at

various stages. So, I don’t

know if the team got enough

time for fielding drills.

Earlier, practice sessions used

to have warm ups, around 45

minutes to one hour fielding

sessions, then nets and gym

training in the evening.

Frequent quarantine has

thrown the schedule for a

toss. The Indian team was in

quarantine in Chennai. This

period would have been used

for preparatory camp. Now,

they don’t have enough time

for that. It gets more difficult

when you have limited time to

prepare for all different balls

(pink, red and white).

Dishant Yagnik, Rajasthan

Royals’ fielding coach 
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‘ASHWIN LOOKS LIKE HE’S 20 YEARS OLDER THAN HIS REAL AGE’


