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➤Will India ditch 
a specialist wicket-
keeper plan and go for
an extra batsman?
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➤ Maths and other subjects
can be fun, if presented in a
simplified manner. Our experts
tell us how
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➤ Memorising
Shakespeare’s plays can be
tough. An educator tells us
how to master them
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This Budget has a special focus on
strengthening the agricul-
ture sector and boost-
ing farmers' income.
Villages and farm-
ers are at its
heart. The budget
will bring several
positive changes
for individuals,
investors, industry and
infrastructure sector. It has
the vision of Aatmanirbharta' and
addresses all sections of the society 
Narendra Modi, PM

 In a time of unprecedented eco-
nomic stress, the govt's
responsibility was to
spend enough to
revive the economy
or else face enor-
mous human suffer-
ing. So, I had one
expectation from
this Budget that we
should be very liberal in
terms of the targeted fiscal
deficit. Box ticked.
Anand Mahindra, chairman,
Mahindra Group

Overall, a reassur-
ing Budget with no
negative surprises
that has buoyed
overall sentiment
Kiran Mazumdar
Shaw, Executive
Chairperson, Biocon 

Forget putting cash in
the hands of people,
Modi govt plans to
handover India's
assets to his
crony capitalist
friends
Rahul Gandhi,
leader, Congress

FOCUS ON VACCINE,
FARMERS, START-UPS, HEALTH

AND INFRASTRUCTURE

For the effective implementation of
the National Education
Policy(NEP), 15,000 schools
will be strengthened ini-
tially. These schools will
mentor and work as a
model for the NEP
implementation across
the country.
100 new Sainik schools
will be established in collab-

oration with the NGOs and private
organisations.
 The government will set up a Higher

Education Commission responsible for
the accreditation and regular

funding of the Colleges and
Universities. Through this,
the institutes will have
better synergy. 
For making higher
education accessible to

the Ladakh region, a cen-
tral university will be

established in Leh.

` 1.41 LAKH CRORE FOR
URBAN CLEAN INDIA MISSION

1
This scheme will focus on 
complete faecal sludge manage-
ment, waste water treatment, source segre-
gation, management of waste from urban

construction, and also include bio-remediation of
legacy dump sites

` 35,000 CRORE FOR 
VACCINE DEVELOPMENT

2
It will overcome fears and 
boost the service sector for full
recovery. As vaccination progresses, hospi-
tality, tourism and formal retail sectors will

resume their normal pace

` 64,180 CRORE SPENDING
PLAN FOR HEALTHCARE

3
The 'PM Atmanirbhar Swasth 
Bharat Yojana' will be launched
over a period of next six years. The
scheme will focus on developing capacities

of healthcare systems, develop institutions for
detection and cure of new and emerging diseases.
This mega boost to health and well-being will
create  employment opportunities.

TO COMBAT POLLUTION, 
VEHICLE SCRAPPING POLICY
ANNOUNCED

4Vehicles will have to undergo 
fitness test at automated fitness
centres after 20 years (for personal vehicles)
and 15 years (for commercial vehicles)

` ONE LAKH CRORE INFRASTRUCTURE
FUND FOR THE INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT OF STATE-CONTROLLED
MANDIS 

5
This may allay fears of the
protesting farmers that the
Centre is planning to destroy
mandi system through the

new farm laws 

THE MAJOR GAME CHANGERS

I n a bid to strike a right
balance to boost the
health infrastructure

and support the Covid-19-
hit economy, finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman proposed a
slew of reforms, along with
providing an impetus to
various sectors, in her first
paperless Budget... 

LOOKING AHEAD
EDUCATION

HEALTH

OTHERS

INFRASTRUCTURE

 Jal Jeevan mission with an out-
lay of ` 2.87 lakh crore for 4,378
urban local bodies has been
announced
.  12 central institutions will be
established. All public health labs
will be connected
 15 health emergency operation
centres, 4 national institutes for
virology will be established. 

 By March 2022, 8,500 kms of
roads would be awarded under the
Bharatmala Pariyojana project 
 The FM also announced highway
works in various states, including
3,500 km-corridor in Tamil Nadu,
1,100 km in Kerala, with an invest-
ment of ` 65,000 crore, 675 km in
West Bengal at a cost of ` 95,000
crore and 1,300 km in Assam in the
next 3 years

The Indian Railways will have a
National Rail Plan for up to 2030.
On the passenger front, Sitharaman
said that the new Vistadome LHB
coaches (designed to provide pas-
sengers with travel comfort as well
as an enhanced viewing experience
of their surroundings) will be
attached to the trains on tourist
routes to enhance comfort

In the aviation sector, airports will
be privatised in tier 2 and 3 towns
and cities

The Ujjwala scheme will be
expanded to over one crore more-
beneficiaries

A gas pipeline project will be
taken up in Jammu and Kashmir

` 4.78 lakh cr allocated for
defence, 19 pc increase in capital
outlay

Women will be allowed to work in
all categories, and also in night
shifts with adequate protection 

Persons above the age of 75, who
only have pension and interest
income, to be granted exemption
from filing income tax returns 

Start-ups will get capital gains
exemption by one more year to
March 31, 2022. Start-ups also have
one more year to claim tax holiday

Electronic items
Mobile Phones
Chargers
Gemstones
Solar Inverters

Solar
Lanterns

Auto parts
Raw and Yarn
Silk: Customs duty
increased to 15%.
Gold & Silver
Crude palm oil,
soyabean & sun-
flower oil
Apples, Peas,
Kabuli Chana,

Bengal
Gram/Chick
peas,
Lentil

WHAT'S COSTLIER & WHAT'S CHEAPER

CHEAPER
ITEMS

 Iron

 Steel

Nylon clothes

Copper items

Shoes 

Naptha 

BUDGET
2021

MANTRA

1st
paperless Budget in
Indian history. Union
finance minister Nirmala

Sitharaman read out her third Union
Budget from a made-in-India tablet.
This was the first time that the
Budget became entirely paperless.
Sitharaman posed with the tablet
wrapped in a traditional red cover

7th
Budget of Narendra
Modi-led government

90
Budgets have been pre-
sented, since India got
its Independence

2
FMs-IK Gujral (stint of 9 days)
and HN Bahugana (7 months)
couldn't present the Budget

800
Number of words—
the shortest-ever
interim Budget pre-

sented by HN Patel in 1977

2.5
hours taken by Arun
Jaitley to finish the
longest-Budget in 2015

Budget bytes

COSTLIER ITEMS

The govt has
imposed a cess on
petrol, diesel, gold,
other items to fund
agri infra develop-
ment. As per the
Budget documents,
AIDC of `2.5 per litre
has been imposed on
petrol and `4 per
litre on diesel

UNION

2021

CLICK HERE: PAGE 1 AND 2

STAND 
UP INDIA



We know what we are, but know not what we may be.

-William Shakespeare
FOCUS. LEARN. MASTER
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TWISHA KARRA, Aman Sarode & Riya Ratnani, class IX, Fr. Agnel Multipurpose School & Jr College, Ambarnath

Sharpen your Shakespeare skillsSharpen your Shakespeare skillsSharpen your Shakespeare skillsSharpen your Shakespeare skillsSharpen your Shakespeare skillsSharpen your Shakespeare skills
Suryakumari Dennison, teacher, Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

ACT I & II

Those of you who are studying Shakespeare’s ‘The Merchant of Venice’ ought
to know it well; so well that, if you had to take the Board Exam earlier than
expected, you would find the play smooth sailing. Attempt this quiz on Acts I

and II and prepare to master ‘The Merchant’. 
Are each of these statements True (T) or False (F)?

1. Lorenzo says, 'For Gratiano never lets me
speak.' 

2. Bassanio compares Portia to the
wife of Cato. 

3. Falconbridge does not attempt
the casket test.

4.  Shylock is sure of Tubal's
financial assistance.

5. 'Lord, how art thou changed!'
Salarino speaks these words.

6. Margery is a maid who attends
on Portia.

7. Shylock is reluctant to dine at
Bassanio's house.

8. 'Her' in 'Beshrew me but I love her heartily' is
Jessica.

9. A gold coin that bears 'the figure of an
angel' is found in Morocco.

10. The duke helps Shylock to search
for his daughter.

11. 'Him' in 'Why, all the boys in
Venice follow him' is Antonio.

12. The Prince of Arragon finds a skull in
the casket he chooses. 

1. Jessica remains in Venice after her elopement. 

2. Portia wants Bassanio to delay choosing a
casket. 

3. 'I' in 'I got a promise of this fair one
here - - -' is Lorenzo. 

4. Chus is one of Antonio's associ-
ates. 

5. Antonio attempts to plead
with Shylock for mercy. 

6. Portia puts Gratiano and
Nerissa in charge at Belmont. 

7. ‘I’ in 'I wish your ladyship all
heart's content' is Jessica. 

8. 'What, wouldst thou have a serpent
sting thee twice?' says the Duke. 

9. Bassanio demands, 'Do all men kill the things
they do not love?' 

10. Portia, disguised, assumes the name of another character 
in the play. 

11. Portia declares that justice is ‘enthroned in the hearts of kings’. 

12. Shylock is not compelled to convert to another faith. 

13. Antonio parts with his gloves when asked for them. 

14. Portia refuses a dinner invitation from the Duke. 

15. Bassanio hands over his ring without hesitation. 

The Merchant Of Venice
Class X, ICSE

EXAMPLE: Launcelot Gobbo is addressed as 'a merry devil'. T

ACT III & IV

Attempt Part II of this quiz on Shakespeare's 'The Merchant of Venice'.
Since you will not be tested on Act V for the Board Exam, the questions
are based on Acts III and IV.

Are each of these statements True (T) or False (F)?

EXAMPLE: Tubal brings news of Antonio's misfortune. T

(1) T (2) F (daughter) (3) T (4) T (5) F (Old Gobbo) (6) F (Launcelot’s mother)
(7) T (8) T (9) F (England) (10) T (11) F (Shylock) (12.) F ('a fool's head')

ANSWERS:
1. F (seen in Genoa) 2. T 3. F (Gratiano) 4. F (known to Shylock) 5. T
6. F (Lorenzo and Jessica) 7. T 8. F (Shylock) 9. T 10. T  11. F (mercy) 12.F
(forced to convert) 13. T 14. T 15. F (reluctant) 

ANSWERS:

CHALLENGES
OF ONLINE
LEARNING

Solve Physics with these
tricks at your fingertips
Science is a practical subject and learning by do-

ing makes it easy to understand but unfortu-
nately due to COVID-19 the classes have mostly

been conducted virtually. The current situation has
deprived the students of hands-on experience. Stu-
dents need proper guidance and preparation strate-
gy to score good marks in science.

Students must study through the NCERT Class X
Science textbook. The book covers the entire syllabus
and the question paper is designed from it. So, stu-
dents must be thorough with all the concepts and di-
agrams. They must also solve the exercise questions
of the book and NCERT Exemplar questions.

Preparation Tips for Class 10 Science - Physics
(Fleming’s left hand and right hand rules)

In physics, conceptual and formula-based ques-
tions are mostly asked in the exam. Fleming’s left
hand and right-hand rules are frequently asked

and many students get confused with the rules and
their use.

As per Fleming’s left hand rule, stretch the thumb,
forefinger and middle finger of your left hand such
that they are mutually perpendicular If the first fin-
ger points in the direction of magnetic field and the
second finger in the direction of current, then the
thumb will point in the direction of motion or the
force acting on the conductor

FLEMING’S LEFT HAND RULE

Flemings left hand and right hand rule don’t have
much of a difference. The forefinger, the cen-
tral finger and the thumb represent the same

thing in both the rules.
Students can remember what the fingers repre-

sent by associating the first alphabet in the following
way:

F is for Forefinger and F is for field (Magnetic field
direction) so the forefinger represents the direction
of magnetic field.

C is for Central (Middle) finger and C is for Cur-
rent (Direction of current) so the middle finger rep-
resents the direction of current.

Thumb is for Motion of conductor.

FLEMING’S RIGHT HAND RULE

Next students should remember that the two fin-
gers and thumb are to be stretched in such a
way that they are mutually perpendicular to

each other.
Finally, the students have to remember that Flem-

ings left-hand rule is used to find the direction of mo-
tion or force acting on the conductor i.e., we will be

interested in the direction in which the left-hand
Thumb points.

Fleming’s right rule is used to find the direction
of induced current i.e. Finally, we will be interested
in the direction in which the right-hand Middle fin-
ger or central finger points.

Most importantly the students are advised to prac-
tice at least previous 5 to 6 years’ CBSE question pa-
pers. It helps the students to understand the exam pat-
tern and enhances their speed, accuracy, and time
management skills. Following these techniques will
surely ensure excellent performance in the CBSE
Class X Science Board Exam.

Ravneet Singh Nagi, 
Assistant Science Teacher,
The Lucknow Public
Collegiate, Lucknow

WHAT IT IS?
� Conic sections are certain
curves that are obtained by 
intersecting a plane into a cone.

� There are four conic sections.
Namely:

1CIRCLE: it is a closed curve,
which is obtained when a plane

intersects a cone at an angle 
perpendicular to the axis of 
revolution.

2 ELLIPSE: it is also a closed
curve, which is obtained 

when a plane intersects a 
cone at an angle that is  more
than 90 degrees but less than 180
degrees.

3 PARABOLA: it is an open
curve, which is obtained when

a plane intersects a cone at an
angle that is parallel to any one of
its generating lines.

4 HYPERBOLA: it is also an
open curve, which is obtained

at an angle that is parallel to the
axis of revolution.

SALIENT FEATURES:
EQUATIONS OF CONIC 
SECTIONS
Circle: x2 + y2 = a2

Ellipse: x2 / a2 + y2 / b2 = 1

Parabola: y2 = 4 ax
with a > 0

Hyperbola: x2 /a2 - y2 /b2 = 1

VALUES OF ECCENTRICITY
FOR EACH CONIC SECTION:

� The eccentricity of a circle is
zero.

� The eccentricity of an 
ellipse is greater than zero but
less than 1.

� The eccentricity of 
parabola is 1.

� The eccentricity of 
a hyperbola is greater
than 1.

� The eccentricity
of the conic 
section is defined
as the distance
from any point to
its focus, divided
by the perpendi-
cular distance from
that point to its
nearest directrix. The
eccentricity value is 
constant for any conics.

HOW WE WENT 
ABOUT WITH IT:

We made 4 3D cones and sliced each
cone at a different angle, obtaining 4

models representing all conic sections. We
made 4 more models/structures represent-
ing the applications and uses of conic 
sections such as various logos and monu-
mental structures. We took help of an online
application known as GeoGebra, to create

virtual 3D models of the cones for
better understanding. We

explained to the visi-
tors, the uses, the

importance of
conic sections
and how they
are obtained.

CONIC
SECTIONS

MORE
FACTS:

We see the applications of conic 
sections almost every day: in the form of

some of our favourite cartoons (anime); in the
form of many logos and illustrations of our

favourite snack franchises, 
automobile industries, fashion industries

etc. like,

1. McDonalds (parabola)

2. PEPSI (circle) 

3. Toyota (ellipse)

Online learn-
ing has
been quite

a challenge, espe-
cially for the
Board year stu-
dents. Firstly, I feel
that it develops a
non-serious atti-
tude towards stud-
ies in many. Be-
sides inconsistent
network problems,
there is a gap in
thoroughly under-
standing the con-
cepts being taught.
Not that some-
thing like this can-
not happen in a
real class-
room, but
at least one
is assured
of a con-
genial
study envi-
ronment in
school.
Even the
online ex-
ams do not
help in true as-
sessment of one’s
capabilities and
knowledge as one
can resort to open-
ing books or take
the help of search
engines during a
test. And this
thought is not 
restricted to a few
students, as many
of us, at some
point in time, have
faced this conun-
drum. I have expe-
rienced this my-
self and realised
that this approach
can’t take us fur-
ther.

Tips:

I t’s very important to
stay focused while
attending the online

class. Be very, very atten-
tive and don’t hesitate to
ask doubts and even
revise what all has been
taught on the very same
day. Self-study really
helps to reinforce the les-
sons taught. There is no
one-fit-all method of
learning, so I divide my
topics (every subject) to

be taken up 
every day and
read/practice it
carefully. Consider
the NCERT books
as your Bible.
The study-routine
doesn’t just com-
prise only studying,

it also means to manage
time and take care of
health along the way. Eat
healthy, exercise a lot,
stay calm and positive. If
possible, take a break
from social media. And
the best thing you can do
is to sincerely take the
online tests and exams so
that you get an actual
picture of where you
stand. 

Bhavya Gulati,  class XII,
Bhavan Vidyalaya,
Panchkula
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