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“Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of mind. To cherish peace and

goodwill, to be plenteous in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas.”
—  Calvin Coolidge 03

PICS: ISTOCK

BABES IN
TOYLAND
Lisa travels to
Toyland and discov-
ers that Barnaby
wants to take over
Toyland. Along
with her newly-
found friends and

with the help of
Toymaster, they set out to stop him.

MIXED NUTS
The events focus
around a crisis hotline
business on one crazy
night during the
Christmas holidays.
Steve Martin is always
a treat to watch.

I’LL BE HOME
FOR CHRISTMAS

Estranged from his
father, college stu-
dent Jake is lured
home for Christmas
with the promise of
receiving a classic
Porsche as a gift.
When the bullying
football team
dumps him in the
desert in a Santa

suit, Jake’s struggles begin… 

JUST FRIENDS
Chris, a man who is
overweight, goes
through a transforma-
tion and becomes
successful in life.
Soon, he comes across
his high school crush
and former best friend,
Jamie, who rejected
him years ago.

HOME ALONE
Eight-year-old Kevin
is accidentally left
behind when his fam-
ily leaves for France.
At first, he is happy
to be in charge, but
when thieves try to
break into his home,
he tries to put up a
fight.

FRED CLAUS
Fred, Santa Claus’s
older brother, has
landed in jail for
stealing. However,
Santa agrees to bail
him out on the condi-
tion that Fred comes
to the North Pole and
makes toys for

Christmas.

CHRISTMAS
WITH THE
KRANKS
The Kranks scan-
dalise everyone when
they declare that
they won’t be cele-
brating Christmas.

But, when their
daughter decides to visit home, they get
off on a mad rush to organise a spanking
Christmas.

SCROOGED
A cynical, selfish TV
executive is haunted
by three spirits bear-
ing lessons on
Christmas Eve. With
the help of the ghosts
of the past, present
and future, he realis-
es that he must reform himself.

PRANCER
Refusing to give up
her belief in Santa
Claus, a child,
Jessica Riggs, dis-
covers a hurt rein-
deer in the woods,
which she believes
to be Prancer. Could
it be true?

THE FAMILY
STONE
A traditionalist and
uptight business-
woman goes with her
boyfriend to his quirky
and outgoing family’s
yearly Christmas bash
and realises that she is
terribly out of place in
such an environment.

DECK THE
HALLS
Steve and his new
neighbour, Buddy, try
to outdo each other
in decorating their
houses for
Christmas. However,
Buddy’s extrava-

gantly-decorated house
overshadows Steve’s, causing a conflict.

JACK FROST
After singer Jack
Frost dies sudden-
ly, his young son,
Charlie, is unable
to overcome his
loss. However,
Charlie’s life
changes when
Jack returns as a
snowman to be by

his son’s side.

HAPPY
CHRISTMAS
Jenny moves to her
brother’s house post
a break up. Along
with her friend,
Carson, she makes
Kelly, her brother’s
wife, realise that her
life, career and rela-

tionship need an evolutionary change.

ERNEST SAVES
CHRISTMAS
Santa Claus is look-
ing for his successor,
and hapless taxi driv-
er is just the man to
help him out.
Traveling to Florida

to pass his mantle on
to children's show
host Joe Carruthers, Santa gets into unex-
pected trouble...

THE FAMILY
MAN
Jack, a single busi-
nessman, wakes up
in a completely new
life, where he is mar-
ried to his girlfriend
and has two kids.
Gradually, Jack

realises that there is more
to life than just earning money.

A HOLIDAY IN
THE WILD
After her husband
ends their marriage,
Kate embarks on a
solo second honey-
moon in Africa. There,
she and Derek, a pilot,
rescue a baby ele-

phant. While nursing the elephant back to
health, Kate discovers how much she
loves her new surroundings.

THE HOLIDAY
Two girls from differ-
ent countries swap
homes for the holi-
days to get away
from their relation-
ship issues.
However, their lives
change unexpect-
edly when they
meet and fall in

love with two local guys.

LOVE ACTUALLY
Eight London couples
try to deal with their
relationships in differ-
ent ways. Their tryst
with love makes them
discover how complicat-
ed relationships can be.

ELF
Buddy, a human, is
raised amongst elves
at the North Pole.
When he discovers
that he is not an elf,
he travels to New
York to search for
his biological father.

ARTHUR
CHRISTMAS
When Santa’s gawky
son, Arthur, learns
that owing to a tech-
nical glitch a little
girl’s Christmas gift
has been misplaced,
he sets out on a mission to deliver the
present before it is too late.

MIRACLE ON
34TH STREET
In this Christmas classic,
an old man going by the
name of Kris Kringle
(Edmund Gwenn) fills in
for an intoxicated Santa

in Macy’s annual Thanksgiving Day
parade. Kringle proves to be such a hit
that he soon appears regularly at the
chain’s main store in midtown Manhattan.

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE
George Bailey, a businessman, is
suicidal. An angel named Clarence
is sent to help him. He decides to
show Bailey what life would have
been like if Bailey wasn’t born.

GREMLINS
Billy’s father gets him a
pet from China with three
very specific instructions.
However, when Billy
does not follow them, it
unleashes a horde of
monsters.

OFFICE CHRISTMAS
PARTY
An office Christmas celebration gets
out of control after Clay, the branch
manager, throws a party to impress
a client and retain his branch and
employees from his sister.

GODMOTHERED
When Eleanor, a fairy god-
mother-in-training, learns
that the world may not
need fairy godmothers
anymore, she decides to
prove everyone wrong
and help a young girl
whose plea for help went
unnoticed.

THREE LITTLE
MONKEYS AT
CHRISTMAS 
by Quentin Blake and
Emma Chichester
Clark
When Hilda Snibbs brings

three unruly monkeys to Uncle Gilbert
for the holidays, havoc ensues, but
everything is forgiven when the mon-
keys stop an art robbery. A beautiful pic-
torial book full of wry, holiday comedy.

THE CHRISTMAS
CARROLLS 
by Mel Taylor-
Bessent, illustrated
by Selom Sunu
Holly’s Christmas-crazy
family celebrates all
year round. But when the Carrolls move
to a new home, Holly finds it difficult to
spread joy. Should she temper her
Christmas spirit to blend in with the
crowd, or will she save the day by fully
embracing it? This super-seasonal debut
is hilariously funny and will have readers
laughing.

A NIGHT AT THE
FROST FAIR 
by Emma Carroll, illus-
trated by Sam Usher
Maya is taken back to
Georgian London for an
icy expedition on the

frozen Thames when her grandma gives
her a disappointing present. A short,
wonderful time travel story with beauti-
ful illustrations and wintry enchantment.

THE CHRISTMAS
QUIET BOOK 
by Deborah Underwood

If you want to
have a quiet

night,
pull out

‘The Christmas Quiet Book’. This is the
gentlest, cosiest read among the great-
est Christmas books for toddlers. This
book depicts forest creatures adorning
trees, playing in the snow, and doing all
the most wonderful things the season
has to offer. It is filled with tranquil pas-
times, respected tradition, and peaceful
moments. 

MAPLE & WILLOW’S
CHRISTMAS TREE 
by Lori Nichols
In ‘Maple &
Willow’s
Christmas Tree’,
nature-loving sis-
ters Maple &
Willow (as shown
in past Lori
Nichols books) are
thrilled to be having a live Christmas
tree for the first time. They choose their
specific tree with care, believing it to be
ideal for their family. When they get it
home, though, they’re startled to learn
that Maple is allergic to the tree. They
don’t want to lose their Christmas spirit,
so they’ll have to think outside the box
to come up with a solution that will pro-
pel them to new heights (literally).

IT’S CHRISTMAS, DAVID! 
by David Shannon
David of ‘No, David’,
is back with his
pranks! This
time,
it’s
Christmas, and
David is doing
all the things
that kids on

the naughty list are known for, from fid-
dling with fragile Christmas tree decora-
tions to peeking at the presents, running
outside with only a hat, mittens, and
boots on.

A WORLD OF COOKIES FOR
SANTA – FOLLOW SANTA’S
TASTY TRIP AROUND THE
WORLD 
by M E Furman
How do you
greet Santa?
With a plate of
cookies or a box
of kaju katli? In
this book you
(and your child)
get to fly around
the world with
Santa and learn
about how he is welcomed by cul-
tures and people. A fantastic primer
on geography and multiculturalism.

BEAR STAYS UP FOR
CHRISTMAS 

by Karma
Wilson

Bear from

‘Bear Snores On’ is
still in his cave, but
this time, he and
his friends are
preparing for
Christmas. With
his buddies, Bear
finds a Christmas
tree, bakes cakes,
hangs up stock-
ings, and sings
Christmas songs

for all to hear. The rhymes and painted
illustrations make it fun for kids of all
ages. 

ONE WILD
CHRISTMAS 
by Nicholas
Oldland 
A moose, a bear,
and a beaver are
rushing around
preparing for
Christmas when
they realise
they’ve neglected to get a tree in this
novel. They find one that is perfect after
a quick search in the woods, but the
bear refuses to cut it down since tree is
simply too beautiful to harm. An awe-
some adventure awaits!

SAINT NICHOLAS THE
GIFTGIVER 
by Ned Bustard

For a look
into the ori-
gins of Saint
Nicholas,
here’s a
delightful
picture book
written in
verse. Kids
will learn
about the
life of this

saint and why he is celebrated
during Christmas
time as one of

the greatest
gift-givers to

emulate.

A CHRISTMAS
CAROL 
by Charles Dickens
On Christmas Eve, cold-
hearted businessman
Ebenezer Scrooge is
visited by three spirits
who remind him what

this holiday is all about in this classic
tale by Charles Dickens. If the story-
line seems familiar, it's possible
you've seen one of the many excel-
lent Christmas movies of all time
based on it.

HOW THE
GRINCH STOLE
CHRISTMAS!
Dr Seuss’s tale about
‘a creature you
wouldn’t touch with a
thirty-nine-and-a-half foot pole’ is
one of his greatest. When you re-
read this picture book, you’ll be
reminded of Cindy Lou and her kind
message to the Grinch.

THE NIGHT
BEFORE
CHRISTMAS 
by Clement C
Moore

You don’t have to wait until
Christmas Eve to re-read this time-
less poem. Charles Santore, whose
work you may recognise from ‘The
Wizard of Oz’, ‘Snow White’, and ‘The
Little Mermaid’, among other films,
has drawn this rendition.

POLAR
EXPRESS
Welcome aboard!
‘The Polar Express’
was a beloved book with magnificent
graphics and a story full of Christmas
magic before it became a Tom Hanks
film.

IN GOD WE
TRUST: ALL
OTHERS PAY
CASH  
by Jean Shepherd
Not many people know

that this book is the foundation for
the family favourite film, ‘A
Christmas Story.’ The story is told in
vignettes, with narration provided by
an adult Ralphie Parker reminiscing
about a specific Christmas when he
was nine years old. According to
Wikipedia, ‘A Christmas Story’ is one
of the best Christmas films. It has
been shown in a ‘24 Hours of A
Christmas Story’ marathon on TNT
since 1997 and on TBS since 2004.

MY TRUE
LOVE GAVE
TO ME:
TWELVE
HOLIDAY
STORIES
Twelve bestselling

young adult writers got together to
write this anthology of short stories
that revolve around the holidays. 

LET IT
SNOW 
by Lauren
Myracle,
Maureen
Johnson and
John Green
This ‘New York
Times’ bestseller is actually three
interconnected stories about a group
of high school students during a
snowstorm, written by Lauren
Myracle, Maureen Johnson, and John
Green. Netflix will shortly produce a
film adaptation of the book.

DASH & LILY’S
BOOK OF
DARES 
by Rachel Cohn
and David
Levithan 
We know watching

the movie version is enticing but
reading the book will only enrich
your experience. Is Dash Lily’s per-
fect match? We don’t know yet; all
we know is that he’s the first person
to accept her daring book. 

SKIPPING
CHRISTMAS:

A NOVEL 
by John

Grisham 
Luther and
Nora Krank just

want to skip
Christmas by going on a

cruise, but things don’t exactly
go as planned in this novel by best-
selling writer John Grisham. 

HOLIDAYS ON
ICE 
by David Sedaris 
In this collection of
articles, David
Sedaris’s typical dry
wit is directed at
the holidays and the
innate silliness that

surrounds them.

SOME UNCONVENTIONAL, SOME CLASSICS, CHOOSE THE BOOKS AND MOVIES YOU’D LOVE TO WATCH AND READ THIS X-MAS
CHRISTMAS WEEKEND BONANZA

CLASSICS YOUNG ADULT NEW
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04 “Peace on earth will come to stay, when we live Christmas
every day.” 

— Helen Steiner Rice
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All I want for Christmas is...

MUMBAI
Khimad, fugiyas and
guava cheese
The East Indian Christians are
natives of Mumbai, Salcette, Thane
and have a rich culinary history.
Sorpotel is a must-have and they use
their traditional bottle masala. Bottle
Masala is a must in East Indian households and
is 25 spices pounded together once a year.
Khimad, an equivalent to mulled wine, is made
from the first distill of country liquor. Duck or
chicken moilee, roasted suckling pig with stuff-
ing, potato chops (potato filled mince), fugiyas
(fried dough balls), and a simple salad are part of
the Christmas feast. For sweets, there’s thali
sweet made with butter, coconut, almonds and
semolina and guava cheese.

— Inputs from Dinelle Lobo, home chef, Mumbai;
Arun D'Souza, chef at Perch, Mumbai and Sasha

Miranda, PR professional, Mumbai

GOA
Vindaloo and more
The bustle of Christmas starts early in a Goan house.
Among the savoury dishes, pork sorpotel is a
festival favourite. Chunky meat curry cooked in
vinegar and local spices – vindaloo – is a must
along with green masala chicken caffarel,
beef roast and rolls. Goans love their festive
sweets, shares Goan Christian Sharon Correia
who moonlights as a home chef. Christmas sweets
like bebinca (a layered pudding with coconut),
pinagr (rice, coconut jaggery and coconut),
and dodol (coconut milk, jaggery and nuts).
Sweet dish serradura comes from the
Portuguese influence –layers of crushed Marie
and whipped cream with chocolate drizzle.

MANGALORE
Know your Kuswar
Food writer Ruth Dsouza Prabhu shares her
Christmas memories from her mother Jane Dsouza
book, Jane's CookBook on Mangalorean Catholic
cuisine. Managlorean food is known for kuswar,
which is a blanket term for Christmas sweets. You
have kalkals (dough curls fried in butter and sugar
coated), guliyos (brown, deep fried rice balls),
kokkisan (rose cookies). There is also nevrio (similar
to gujiya) and thandlache laadu or rice laddoos.
Savoury kuswar like tukdi (deep-fried salted maida
crisps) and karakaddi literally translating from
Konkani into spicy sticks. Traditionally, a platter of
Kuswar is made, covered with a decorative cloth and
distributed to friends and family. For Christmas day
lunch, there’s roast and chicken stuffed with a mix
of bread, onions, potatoes, raisins and more.

KERALA
GOD’S OWN PANTRY 
The Syrian Christian breakfast is appam and mutton stew
and the feasting continues with vattayappam (soft pillowy
cakes made from fermented rice) with duck mappas (a slow-
cooked duck curry made with coriander seeds and coconut
milk). The there’s kozhi pidi –bite-sized rice dumplings, gently
simmered in coconut milk eaten with mildly spiced country-chicken
curry as a one-bowl meal. Other common food are: Kudampuli fish
curry (fish chunks cooked with spices and flavoured with Kudampuli aka
Malabar tamarind), Syrian beef fry and mutton cutlets made with banana
flower. The traditional sweet is pazham nanachathu – sun-dried ripe
bananas served with Palmyra palm toddy reduced to the consistency of
honey and served with fresh coconut.

— Inputs from Chef Regi Mathew, culinary director & co-owner, Kappa
Chakka Kandhari, Chennai & Bangalore

ALLAHABAD
Allahabadi cake
A rich fruitcake made with pure ghee and a pinch of
spices is the Allahabadi cake made by the East
Indian Christians in Allahabad. The ghee adds a dif-
ferent flavour to the cake. 

JHARKHAND
Dhuska, Arsa, Lakra
Meats like pork, beef and chicken are part of the festive feasts and served with dhus-
ka (deep-fried batter-based bread made with peas, coriander and rice powder). Arsa

a deep-fried rice snack but it's more complicated than that. The rice has to be
soaked, dried and then ground into powder. It’s
cooked with dried fruits, coconut and sesame in
sugar syrup separately and shaped into balls to
be fried. Lakra is a traditional cold meat – basi-

cally a sun-dried preserved meat preparation
common typical to tribal Christian homes.

…food. When someone said the fondest memories are gathered around a table, they’d be referring to festive feasts that Christmas is synonymous with. While praying, giving
and celebrating is as much a part of the festival, feasting comes a close second – if not first. Families get together to whip up once-in-a-year delicacies, matriarchs pull out
family recipes (with their own secret ingredients and guesstimate gastronomy), and there’s a general air of busy-ness in the kitchen from careful thinking, planning,
prepping, mixing, stewing, cutting and baking. Already the pandemic has made a push for cooking at home, family dinners and eating together. Christmas is the veritable
cherry on top. While Christmas cake and marzipan are now common knowledge, bet you have never heard of the Indian festive food for Christmas. And the best bit: every
region brings with it it’s own flavours. We bring to the table some of the lesser-known Christmas spreads from across India to feast on…

1France: On Christmas eve,
Children put their polished
shoes out in front of the

chimney and hope that ‘Père
Noël’ (Father Christmas) fills the
shoes with sweets. 

2Greece: On Christmas Eve,
children, especially boys,
often go out singing

‘kalanda’ (carols) in the streets.
They play drums and triangles as
they sing. Sometimes they will
also carry model boats
decorated with nuts which are
painted gold. Carrying a boat is a
very old custom in the Greek
Islands. If the children sing well,
they might be given money, as
well as things to eat like nuts,

sweets and dried figs.

3Germany: Christmas trees
are very important in
Germany. They were first

used in Germany during the late
Middle Ages. If there are young
children in the house, the trees
are usually secretly decorated by
the mother of the family. The

Christmas tree was traditionally
brought into the house on
Christmas Eve. In some parts of
Germany, during the evening, the
family would read the Bible and
sing Christmas songs such as O
Tannenbaum, Ihr Kinderlein

Kommet and Stille Nacht
(Silent Night).

Sometimes
wooden frames,
covered with
coloured plastic
sheets and with
electric candles

inside, are put in
windows to make the

house look pretty from
the outside.

4Italy: In Italy, a nativity
scene, a ‘presepe’, is usually
put up in churches, town

squares and often in homes. 
This is for many the most
important part of the Christmas
decorations. The nativity scene
display with a crib filled with
straw, originally stems from 
Italy and is now common
occurrence in many countries
around the world. 

5Portugal: Children put out
their shoes for Baby Jesus,
not Santa, and gifts are

exchanged after the family has
attended a Christmas service on
Christmas eve. In some towns
and villages, the community
gathers then also around a fire in
the church car park that has
been lit and wish each other
‘Feliz Natal’.

6Mexico: In Mexico,
Christmas is celebrated
from December 12 to

January 6. From December 16
to Christmas Eve, children
often perform the ‘Posada’
processions or Posadas.
Posada is Spanish for Inn or
Lodging. There are nine
Posadas. These celebrate the
part of the Christmas story
where Joseph and Mary
looked for somewhere to
stay. For the Posadas, the
outside of houses are
decorated with
evergreens, moss and
paper lanterns.

Each night a
different house
holds the Posada
party. At the final
Posada, on
Christmas Eve, a
manger and figures
of shepherds are
put on to the
board. On
Christmas Eve
churches parade
floats through the
plaza and on
Christmas Day
there are
fireworks
and Christmas
meals.

MANIPUR
Pork, local flavours, and community

Nenem Misao, a freelance research analyst, based
in Kangpokpi in Manipur and hailing from the
Kuki tribe mentions Christmas in the village
being a more community celebration. At home,
the feast has local dishes like Sizou-Changal
Me (beef cooked with sizou leaf taken from a

wild forest tree. Local rice is used to thicken the
gravy and homemade soda made from distilled
wood ash). Another festive dish is Changlong
(pork cooked with tender banana trunk chunks)
and Malcha Me chutney made from local chilli
malchapom, zonglha or tree beans and mixed
with ngathu (fermented fish) eaten with local

boiled green (me tam). Delhi-based stylist Rin Jajo is a
Tangkhul Naga from Ukhrul says that pork is a staple
and they make blood sausages and a variety of pork
dishes, with bamboo shoots or Sirarakhong chillies. An
integral part of food is also rice cakes made from

sticky rice flour. Sticky rice grains are pounded into
a powder, then kneaded into a dough and these are

wrapped in banana leaves or the leaves of the
arrowroot plant and then steamed. They are
eaten directly after this or pan-fried with a bit
of oil.

NAGALAND
Axone all the way
Local journalist Rita Krocha remembers visiting her grandparents in her
native village during Christmas. It meant indulging in the traditional
Christmas meal that usually comprises of steamed rice and pork, “with-
out which any celebration is incomplete in Nagaland”. While pork with
axone (fermented soyabeans) or bamboo shoot is popularly known, in
the village, it’s prepared using very few ingredients. Locally made wild
apple juice is also considered special. To the extent that some of them
even term it ‘Christmas drink’. Another specialty is sticky rice tea that is
prepared only during special occasions.

ANGLO-INDIANS
GET THE ROASTS

Author of several cookbooks on Anglo-Indian cuisine,
Bangalore-based Bridget White-Kumar says that the traditional

Christmas platter is mostly English with an Indian touch that
comes from the use of Indian spices. Breakfast is a typical English

fare. The Christmas dinner is always dry with roasts taking centrestage.
Some common dishes are mutton stew like an Irish stew, turnkey roast,
pork pot roast, homemade salted pork and beef, pepper pork short ribs,

and mince pies. Kalkals and rose cookies are fried sweet treats where kalka-
ls are a variant of ‘filhoses enroladas’ a Portuguese christmas sweet.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 
AROUND THE WORLD

Because
Christmas falls

during the swelter-
ing summer months
in Australia, many 
residents hit the

beach for a 
barbecue
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