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IN OTHER NEWS

HIMALAYAN GLACIERS

MELTING
G

laciers in the Himalayas are melting at an “exceptional” rate because of global warming,
threatening the water supply of millions of people in Asia, a study stated. It revealed that
Himalayan glaciers are shrinking far more rapidly than glaciers in other parts of the
world. Researchers calculated that the Himalayan glaciers have lost roughly 40% of

their area in the past several hundred years. The glaciers are a critical source of water for about
250 million people in the mountains and an additional 1.65 billion who live in the river valleys
below, according to a report in 2019. These rivers include the Ganges, Indus and Brahmaputra. 

1According to
researchers,
the glaciers

have lost around 40
per cent of their area
— shrinking from a
peak of 28,000 sq km
to around 19,600 
sq km 

2They have also lost
between 390 cubic
km and 586 cubic km

of ice — the equivalent of all
the ice contained today in
the central European Alps,
the Caucasus, and
Scandinavia combined

3The water
released
through the

melting has raised
sea levels across
the world by
between 0.92 mm
and 1.38 mm, the
team said

4The Himalayan glaciers are
also declining faster where
they end in lakes, which

have several warming effects. The
number and size of these lakes
are increasing, so continued
acceleration in mass loss can be
expected

5Similarly, glaciers, which
have significant amounts
of natural debris upon

their surfaces, are also losing
mass more quickly: They con-
tributed to around 46.5 per cent
of total volume loss despite mak-
ing up only around 7.5 per cent of
the total number of glaciers

The acceleration of
melting of
Himalayan glaciers
will affect millions
of people who
depend on Asia's
major river sys-
tems for food and
energy. These
rivers include the
Brahmaputra, the
Ganges and the
Indus

Govt asks YouTube to
block two news web-
sites and 20 channels

I n the first-ever application of
the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and

Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules,
2021, the Union ministry of informa-
tion and broadcasting on Monday
directed the department of telecom
and YouTube to block two news web-
sites and 20 YouTube channels that
were found to be “purveyors of perni-
cious, fake and anti-India” content.
The content in question ranges from
“blasphemous” to that which “bla-
tantly impinges on India’s security
and sovereignty”, and appears to
have its origins in Pakistan and could
have links to the Pakistan ISI.

These include the ‘Naya
Pakistan Group’, which
runs over 15 channels on
YouTube, and has a follow-
ing of more than a million
subscribers

Hey Pal:
Biden

welcomes a 
new puppy 

to the White 
House

The US President Joe
Biden recently intro-
duced the newest four-
legged resident of 1600
Pennsylvania Ave: a
German shepherd with
very large, pointy ears.
The 3-month-old canine
is named Commander.
“Hey, pal,” Biden said to
Commander, rubbing his
head in a video posted
to his Twitter account.
“How you doing? How
are you?”

LS PASSES ELECTION
LAWS AMENDMENT BILL 

T
he Lok Sabha on Monday passed The Election Laws (Amendment) Bill 2021
— seeking to link electoral roll data with the Aadhaar ecosystem — by a voice
vote. The Bill is intended to allow electoral registration officers to seek the
Aadhaar number of those who wish to register as voters “for the purpose of

establishing the identity”. It also seeks to allow the electoral registration officers to get
Aadhaar numbers from “persons already included in the electoral roll for the purposes
of authentication of entries in the electoral roll, and to identify registration of the
name of the same person in the electoral roll of more than one constituency or more
than once in the same constituency”. Introducing the Bill, Union law minister Kiren
Rijiju said the legislation will end bogus voting in the country and make the electoral
process more credible.

'BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN'
ONCE AGAIN: SALMAN

KHAN CONFIRMS SEQUEL

A
ctor Salman Khan has con-
firmed that he will be featur-
ing in the sequel of his

acclaimed blockbuster 'Bajrangi
Bhaijaan'. In the 2015 comedy
drama, Khan featured as a man, who
embarks on a journey to take a
mute six-year-old Pakistani girl
(Harshaali Malhotra) separated in
India from her parents, back to her
hometown in the neighbouring
country.

T he annual jamboree of world leaders,
billionaires and executives in the Swiss
town of Davos under the aegis of the

World Economic Forum (WEF), which was sched-
uled to be held from January 17-21 next year,
has been deferred, owing to rising Covid-19
cases. In a statement on Monday, the WEF said
that it “will defer its annual meeting in Davos,
Switzerland, in the light of continued uncer-
tainty over the Omicron outbreak.”

World Economic Forum deferred…again

Joumou pumpkin
soup gets cultural
heritage tag

H aitians recently celebrated the UN cultural 
agency UNESCO'S declaration that the coun-
try's traditional pumpkin soup, known as

‘soup joumou’, is of intangible cultural value to
humanity, a rare bright spot for a country battered
by tragedy this year.

 The soup is a slightly spicy delicacy that is
typically enjoyed on the New Year's Day. It often
includes beef or goat, as well as pasta, potatoes
and carrots
 During the years of French colonial slavery, it
was served only to slave masters, but it became a
symbol of freedom for the nation's majority Black
population when Haiti gained independence on
January 1, 1804

 Other culinary
traditions on UNESCO's
Intangible Heritage list
include the preparation of
Korean fermented cab-
bage known as kimchi, a
flattened sourdough
bread called il-ftira made
in Malta, and ‘hawker
food’ served on the
streets of Singapore

at ‘exceptional rate': Study
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The pandemic has only made income disparities s
tarker — as many were struggling to stay afloat, the

ultra-rich only grew richer. One measure to reduce income
inequalities that is seeing a resurgence across the world is
the wealth tax.

* ARGENTINA approved a one-time wealth tax last month,
and BOLIVIA’S legislature passed an annual levy on large

fortunes at the end of the year. Lawmakers in CHILE and
PERU have pushed for similar measures. In THE US, progres-

sives are pushing forward on the state level with
California and Washington, where at least six of the
world’s 10 richest people reside. THE UK is consid-
ering a wealth tax to fix its biggest fiscal deficit

since World War II. In the 2019 budget, INDIA signifi-
cantly hiked the surcharge rates, which continue to

stand at 25% (for income between
`2 crore and `5 crore) and
37% if income is above 

`5 crore. TNN

02 “Be like the sun for grace and mercy. Be like the night to cover others’
faults. Be like running water for generosity. Be like the Earth for 

modesty. Appear as you are. Be as you appear.” RUMI
YOUR NEWSROOM
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U
S President Joe Biden is
leaning into his push to
increase taxes on the
rich, as he seeks to uni-

fy Democrats behind a $3.5 
trillion bill that would expand fed-
eral efforts to fight climate
change, reduce the cost of child
care, expand educational access,
reduce poverty and more.“I’m sick
and tired of the super-wealthy and 
giant corporations not paying their fair
share in taxes,” Biden tweeted.

HOW wealth tax is making a comeback

Mamata do her magic in Goa?

IN THE NEWS FOR

G
iving a new poll slogan of ‘Khel Zatlo’ (the game will
begin) in Goa, West Bengal chief minister Mamata
Banerjee on Monday said, an anti-BJP alliance has 
already taken shape in the coastal state under the ban-

ner of her party Trinamool Congress (TMC) and now it is for
the Congress to decide whether it wants to join the grouping
ahead of elections to take on the saffron outfit. Banerjee said,
the TMC will not allow the ruling BJP to win the elections in
Goa, due in early 2022, this time.

CAN

WILL

1The TMC aggressively started campaign-
ing for the upcoming polls after

former Goa chief minister
Luizinho Faleiro joined the
party. Faleiro joined TMC
in the presence of
Abhishek Banerjee after
resigning from the
Congress party.

2Goa is scheduled to 
go for the Assembly

polls in early 2022. The Goa
assembly has a strength of 40
members, out of which the BJP cur-
rently has 17 legislators and enjoys the support of legislators
from Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party (MGP), Vijay Sardesai
of the Goa Forward Party (GFP) and three independents. GFP
and MGP each have three MLAs. Congress, on the other hand,
has 15 MLAs in the house. ANI

YOU SPEAK

T
MC won’t be able to make a strong base in Goa. Didi is
a new face for the Goans and the state has a
different ethos and culture in comparison

to West Bengal. Moreover, it is still seen as a
regional party and not a national party like
the BJP or the Congress. One of the ques-
tions Goans will have is can TMC bring the
state to Centre’s attention?  
NIRMIT SHAH, class X, Hutchings High School, Camp, Pune
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W
ith Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath inau-
gurating a part of a large-scale

development project in Varanasi, the party is
certainly wooing the masses with ‘develop-
ment plans’. The corridor is one among a
string of big-ticket religious projects
announced by the BJP in recent years, with
critics saying they are aimed at pleasing the
party’s Hindu base. With the leaders talking
of ‘Atmanirbhar India’ and ‘Jal Jeevan
Mission’, people in UP may vote for transfor-
mation with the BJP at the helm. However,
the state has always witnessed ‘polarised
votebank politics’. What is important there-
fore is to see which party’s promises will
finally lure the voters. The Congress has
been wooing people with their ‘women
empowerment’ programme and asking voters
to stay away from regional parties
like SP, blaming them to be con-
fined to caste equations. 

MANAS KAPUR, class XI, 

Sri Venkateshwar Int’l, Delhi

IN THE NEWS FOR

V
ishal Garg, the Indian-origin CEO of US-
based firm Better.com, who recently laid off
900 employees over a Zoom call and triggered
widespread outrage, is taking time off from

the company as it looks to build a ‘positive culture’. He
cited market efficiency, performance and productivi-
ty as the reason behind the firings.

WE SPEAK
■ In a later post on the pro-
fessional network Blind, he
accused the fired employees
of ‘stealing’ from their col-
leagues and customers by

being unproductive and
only working two
hours a day. 
■ Garg later apolo-

gised to staff, saying he
“failed to show the appropri-
ate amount of respect and
appreciation for individuals
who are affected and for their
contributions to Better”.

fire staff over a Zoom call?
led a CEO to WHATWHY
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I
f certain specific quali-
ties or qualifications are
required, the firm should

state it during recruitment.
Although there are

constraints while
heading big
firms, the CEO
must be respect-

ful of staff even if
he is forced to make

tough calls.
SHREYA DAS, class XI, DPS
Whitefield, Bengaluru

T
oday, it is not unusual
for firms to fire their
employees when

its existence is at
stake. Here
comes in the
responsibility of
corporates in
making staff feel
valued, so that after the
pink slip, they have the
strength to move on.
RUHI GUPTA, class X, DPS
Whitefield, Bengaluru

The Gandhis

Targeting the Uttar
Pradesh government,

Priyanka Gandhi charged
that the Yogi Adityanath
dispensation is spending
crores of rupees on
advertisements but has
failed in getting farmers
fertilisers for farming.

are Indian
airports
overwhelmed? 

YOU SPEAK

A
ll the metros have busy airports and
despite Covid-19 norms, they
continue to attract passen-

gers from all over. Airports, in
fact, are a hotspot for Covid
spread. Despite the fact that many
international flights have not resumed
operations, domestic flights are enough to
raise this congestion and spread the virus
variant. PIUSHI AJWANI, class XI, Jamnabai
Narsee High School & Jr College, Mumbai
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The number of rapid RT-PCR machines at
the Delhi airport will be increased from

120 to 200 within the next few days, said the
company tasked with conducting the compul-
sory Covid-19 test of passengers arriving
from ‘at-risk’ countries. Founder of
Genestrings Diagnostics Gauri Agarwal said,
the employees deployed at the Delhi air-
port’s laboratory will also be increased from
600 to 750. As per the new norms that came
into force from December 1, RT-PCR tests are
mandatory for passengers arriving from ‘at-
risk’ countries, and they will be allowed to
leave the airport only after the results come.

IN THE NEWS FOR

Aviation minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia directed Delhi air-
port operator DIAL to im-

plement better crowd management
strategies after passengers com-
plained of chaos and crowding at its
terminal following the implemen-
tation of new coronavirus-related
travel guidelines since December 1,
senior government officials said.

UP see BJP returning to power?  

I
vote for the viewpoint suggested by
Nobel-prize-winning French econo-
mist Thomas Piketty. I vote for hav-

ing a higher tax rate, as income
increases will reduce eco-
nomic inequality
between people. Taking
this idea further, richer
nations must also con-
tribute more towards global
welfare by supertaxing the elite.  
RAJLAKSHMI R, TYBMM, Sophia
College for Women, Mumbai
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Lal Topi man

The Samajwadi Party was in
power in the state from 2012

to 2017 before the BJP took over.
During PM’s visit to Varanasi, SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav said jeeringly
that people stay in Benaras
“when the end nears” and that
UP will oust BJP next year.

IN THE NEWS FOR

U
ttar Pradesh
chief minister
Yogi Adityanath,
who is seeking a

second term in the up-
coming assembly polls
next year, stressed on
strengthening the BJP at
booth-level to sweep the
elections.“If we strength-
en BJP at booth-level,
then, the party will win
more than 325 assembly
seats in the state,” the CM
said recently.

Yogi-Modi: Team BJP 

The Bharatiya Janata Party has been
keen to consolidate its support ahead

of next year’s polls in Uttar Pradesh with
the grand launch of Kashi Corridor in
Varanasi. BJP holds power in the state –
230 million people – but is under immense
pressure over its response to the pandem-
ic and the struggling economy.

India, too, has a history
with the wealth tax.
From the late 1950s to
2015, a tax was imposed
— the last applicable rate
was 1% on net wealth in
excess of `30 lakh
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