
I t is said ‘Childhood is the
best of all the seasons of
life, and the longer it lasts

with happy memories, the
stronger the emotional stabil-
ity in adulthood.’

A day marking childhood
was celebrated with fun and
frolic at St  Angel’s School,
Sec-45, Gurugram on November 12.
It all began with a special school as-
sembly wherein the teachers as stu-
dents conducted the entire assembly.

Teachers gave power packed per-
formances such as dancing, singing,
aerobics and yoga in order to express
their love and affection for them. A
stand-up comedy depicting the im-
portance of uniform and discipline
by our very own head of school and
coordinators was the showstopper.

Students couldn't stop cheering for
their teachers. The atmosphere was
buzzing with excitement. Sonia
Mcpherson, head of school, men-
tioned the significance behind the cel-
ebration. It was appropriate to felic-
itate Mukul Dagar of class XII for bag-
ging silver medal in All India Seiko
Kai Karate Championship and for
bringing the laurel to the school. The
day ended with the distribution of
chocolates to all the students.

T
here is no garden
as beautiful as
childhood. A day
marking childhood

was celebrated with fun
and frolic at AASSNN
IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall SScchhooooll,
Mayur Vihar, Phase 1. It all
began with a special
assembly wherein the
teachers stepped in to the shoes
of our students and conducted the
entire assembly right from prayer
and significance of the day. A
video encapsulating a plethora of
events- songs, skits, games, dance
performances was released for
students on November 13 virtually,
a day before Children's Day. 

The celebration began with
greeting the children on the special
day, a day to celebrate the bond
between teachers and students.
This was followed by several per-
formances to delight, entertain and
regale the students. A few soulful
renditions of songs by the team of
teachers enthralled the students. 

Yet another programme, which

made the children, sit up
and enjoy, was the beau-
tifully choreographed
dance presented by the
teachers. 

Soon after watching
the video, the students’
messages poured in,
thanking the teachers
profusely for making

Children's Day 2021 so special.
The heartfelt appreciation, likes
and comments by the students
are a testimony to the grand suc-
cess of the digital celebration. The
school heads Shivani Khanna and
Priyanka joined in applauding the
teachers for putting up a wonder-
ful show.

Children: Fragrance of love in every season

P
aolo Coelho once said,
“Culture makes people
understand each other
better. And if they un-

derstand each other better
in their soul, it is easier to
overcome barriers."

The third virtual ses-
sion between St Mark’s
Girls Sr Sec School and
Nanyang Girls High School,
Singapore took place on-
line. In the Zoom session,
the students of the Singa-

porean school shared a part of
their culture through a presen-
tation showcasing their food
habits, their festivals, their choic-

es of music etc. Our students dis-
covered that our traditions might
be very different, yet so similar.

Next, the students of our school
shared their Diwali experiences,
the most important and jovius fes-
tival of the Indian culture. The stu-

dents shared glimpses of
their celebration through the
rangoli patterns, and deco-
rations and also shared how
this time the celebration was
different from the last time.
It was, indeed, an enriching
session where both the
schools explored a lot about
each other's country.

D
PSG, Palam Vihar has
always been known for
organising special
events on Children’s

Day. This year's celebration ‘Rain-
bow-Rise,radiate and rejuvenate’
witnessed a plethora of inter-
house competitions held on No-
vember 12 like jewellry designing,
mannequin draping and ramp
walk. The objective was to facili-
tate and internalise sustainable
environmental goals as a tribute
to Jawaharlal Nehru and cele-
brating childhood.

The students of grade 6th-
12th in both the senior and jun-
ior categories sashayed their way
into the hearts of the audience sporting eco-friendly gowns,

dresses, traditional and costume
jewellry using recycled, natural
and biodegradable products.
Learners got the opportunity to
revive the fun after the pandem-
ic and filled the front lawns of the
school with laughter.

It was sheer joy to watch the
budding artists at their creative
best. Other innovative and fun-
filled games such as ‘Stock your
asset’, ‘Dress up and be sporty’
‘Catch your fate’ and the popular
‘Lemon and spoon race’ had the
audience cheering for more.

H
ansraj Model
School, Punjabi
Bagh takes immense
pride in promoting a
week-long celebra-

tion of health and well-being un-
der the flagship programme of Fit
India initiated by the honourable
Prime Minister to propagate and
strengthen physical and mental
fitness among all. The Fit India
Week carnival commenced on No-
vember 22 on the virtual platform
under the guidance of our prin-
cipal Heemal Handoo Bhat who
puts in conscious efforts to pro-
mote awareness for health care
among all.

The celebrations of Fit India

Week concluded on November
26 on a promising note. The
inaugural session of the third
consecutive season gave a be-
fitting start to Fit India Week.
An amazing amalgamation of
dance-inspired physical work-
outs celebrating ‘Azadi ka Am-
rit Mahotsav’ was in sync with
the idea of integrating learn-
ing with sports and art.

An online quiz based on fit-
ness, health, diet, and sports
drew the attention of not only
students but also their family
members, thus encouraging
students to keep themselves
updated with the latest devel-
opments in the field of sports

and games. The enthusiasm of
proud winners heightened af-
ter being awarded the e-cer-
tificates. Fitness and yoga med-
itation sessions for the stu-
dents, parents and teachers
were thoroughly enjoyed and
received enthusiastic partici-
pation.

The week concluded with
a pledge taken by the students
to keep themselves fit and
healthy and become an asset to
the nation. We take pride in ac-
knowledging that sports is an
integral part of the school cur-
riculum and provides well-
equipped facilities for students
all year round.

Iwould like to take you to a
beautiful village called
Karvazhi in Karur Dis-

trict. It is so close to my heart
because it’s my grandpa’s
hometown. My grandpa
moved out of Karvazhi and
settled in Karur town around
40 years ago. Every time I vis-
it my grandparents’ place, my
grandpa used to share his
cherishing childhood memo-
ries of Karvazhi. Whenever he
talks about the place I could see
the excitement in his eyes. The
most surprising thing about
that place is Mary Paatti, be-
cause she is the only person liv-
ing there all alone. All others
moved out of the village for
various reasons and settled in
towns and cities. Though we
planned many times to visit
Karvazhi, we could not make
it. Last year, when we were
travelling to my aunt’s place,
all of a sudden my grandpa came with the idea
of visiting Karvazhi before reaching my aunt’s
house. I was super excited about this unex-
pected plan. Our car turned towards a single
road from the highway, which leads to Karvazhi.
The road was surrounded by green trees and

paddy fields for about 7 km. It
was a feast to the eyes. We
stopped the car and enjoyed
the beauty of nature. It was
beyond my imagination. En-
joying nature, we didn’t even
realise that we reached the vil-
lage so soon. After reaching
Karvazhi we could only see
the ruined houses, desolated
streets. Finally, we went to

Mary Paatti’s house which was
in the middle of the village. As
soon as she saw my grandpa she
recognised him and received us
with much joy. She hugged me
so tight and kissed my forehead
with love. She served us yum-

my buttermilk. I was wait-
ing to ask her a question that,
why is she staying all alone

in that ruined village?
She replied with a smile
that the bond she has
with that village didn’t
let her move out of that

place even with her children in
towns. After spending some precious time there, we
left the place heavy hearted. I wish to go there often
to create unforgettable memories.
SSTTEEPPHHAANNIIAA  AANNGGEELL..  SS ,,  ccllaassss  VVII  ,,
SShhrreeee  NNiikkeettaann  PPaattaassaallaa,,  WWeesstt  TTaammbbaarraamm,,  CChheennnnaaii..

I
strongly assent that technology creates several 
opportunities. Indeed today’s technologies are a great
boon to the fashionable society. “We live in a world

defined by the rapid pace of technological changes” says
Jerome Powell. It’s true that technology has
been updating itself every moment. The rela-
tionship between technology and inequality is
multifaceted. According to the United Nations,
technology has enhanced productivity, accel-
erated economic growth, enabled knowledge
and information sharing. It also had increased
access to basic services. Nevertheless it is the
cause for inequalities too. Technology being a

key-driver of aggregate economic
growth through productivity also has a
varying contribution across countries. The advancements in

technology have caused inequality of outcome, inequality of oppor-
tunities and inequality of impact as it is skill-biased. Though we live
in a technologically advanced society, it’s still obvious that the poor
are poor and the rich are rich. The least developed and developing
countries lack access to these advancements and are lagging
behind. Moreover artificial intelligence has taken over physical
labour too. Hence the potential of technology to
reduce inequality in opportunities is vast but is not
automatic. It largely depends on the capabilities of
the poor to access and use technology to their
need. It isn’t destroying opportunities but is
increasing inequality in society.

EEAASSHHAAAA  RR,,ccllaassss  XXII,,
BBeetthheell  MMHHSSSS,,CChheennnnaaii

I
n today’s world, technology is an open
door where people, irrespective of any
social barrier, connect and suck up what

could simplify their lives. Technology is
never constrained to a particular group

or a specific place and cannot be so. It is
a mammoth ocean where no bound-
aries can arise to trigger inequality. A
clear example of this would be the
recent news of youths from the
remote villages of our country becom-
ing programmers at MNCs. With bills
like the internet for all act of 2021 in
the States, initiatives
have been hooting up

to bridge the accessibility gap. Technology has no
points to connect with gender inequality since it is
very gender-neutral. Education available online at
free of cost will play the role of an anchor to the
mighty ship of opportunities. If truth be told, technol-
ogy is the key to shrinking the prevailing inequality in
society. It gives you ample space to express yourself

I conclude by stating that technolo-
gy does not create inequalities but
rather help in decreasing them. It’s
no longer only to them or they but
to all and sundry!
KKAATTHHEERRIINNEE  OOLLIIVVIIAA  RR,,  ccllaassss  XXII,,

BBeetthheell  MMHHSSSS,,  CChheennnnaaii..

AGAINSTFOR

Technology is creating inequalities

My grandpa’s hometown

An unplanned visit to 

Karvazhi
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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!

SCHOOL IS COOL 03

Propagating physical and mental fitness

EXCHANGING CULTURES

YAVNIK, class III C, Ryan
International School,
Sector-40, Gurugram

Spreading eco-consciousness
and sustainability

R
yan International
School, Sec-40 Guru-
gram has always be-
lieved in spreading

awareness about importance of
the Constitution. Constitution
Day, also known as National Law
Day, is celebrated in India, on No-

vember 26 every year to com-
memorate the adoption of the
Constitution of India. The pre-
amble of the constitution was
read in virtually by students to
signify its importance.

Little multitaskers of class
V, presented informative videos

where they highlighted the sig-
nificance of the day. Ryanites
also accentuated the provisions
related to the powers and duties
of the government that helps in
maintaining law and order in
the country.

School head Shivali Sharma
appreciated the efforts of Ryan-
ites to create awareness about
Constitution Day of India.

Importance of constitution 

ARNAV VERMA, class V D,
Ryan International School,

Sector-40, Gurugram

Children’s Day celebration at St Angel’s

https://bit.ly/Memory-Building-and-Communication-Workshop


C
roatia became
the first team
to reach the

Davis Cup semifi-
nals after seeing off
Italy 2-1.

With the singles
squared, the top-
ranked doubles team
of Mate Pavic and
Nikola Mektic had
no trouble seeing off
Fabio Fognini and
Jannik Sinner 6-3, 6-
4 in the decider. Sin-
ner replaced Simone
Bolelli after winning
his singles, which
took nearly three
hours. But he and
Fognini couldn’t get a break
point against Pavic and Mek-
tic, winners of Wimbledon and
the Olympics this year.

Croatia, a two-time cham-
pion, awaits Serbia or Kaza-
khstan. Their quarterfinal is
on Wednesday in Madrid. Bor-
na Gojo set up Croatia’s win
by surprisingly taking the

opening singles
against Lorenzo
Sonego 7-6 (2), 2-6, 6-
2. Gojo, who is 252
places below the
27th-ranked Sonego,
turned around a 4-1
deficit in the open-
ing set to force the
tiebreak. Sonego ral-
lied in the second set
but continued to
make errors in the
third, including
wasting three break
points in the seventh
game. “I knew third
set it was either
one’s game - one set,
anything can hap-

pen,” Gojo said. “It was a re-
ally tough game at 4-2 and I
managed to hold. So, yeah, I’m
really happy.”

Sinner evened the score
when he beat former US Open
champion Marin Cilic.

In the other quarterfinals
Russia play against  Sweden
in Madrid on Thursday. AP

Q1:
In tennis, how many point(s)

does “love” mean?   

a. 5   b. 15   c. 0   d. 10

Q2:
Which among the following

is not a correctly matched

pair? (Countries - National Game)   

a. USA - Baseball

b. Pakistan - Field Hockey

c. China - Table Tennis

d. All are correct 

Q3:
Who won the first Hockey

World Cup?   

a. Belgium   b. France

c. UK   d. Pakistan

Q4:
Who among the following is

the first batsman to hit six

sixes in an over?   

a. Garfield Sobers

b. Ravi Shastri

c. Ted Alletson

d. Kapil Dev

Q5:
Who was the winner in

Javelin Throw in the 2021

Diamond League event for men?   

a. Andreas Hofmann

b. Jakub Vadlejch

c. Johannes Vetter 

d. Tomas Walsh

Q6:
Ramkumar Ramanathan

won his maiden Challenger

level singles title ATP80 Manama

event at Bahrain recently. Whom

did he outplay in the summit clash?   

a. Jay Clarke   b. Evgeny Karlovskiy

c. Alexandar Lazarov d. Yanki Erel

Q7:
Which among the following
cricketers has not won the

“ Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna “ award ?  
a. Sachin  Tendulkar

b. Kapil Dev

c. Virat Kohli

d. M S Dhoni

Q8:
Who was the first male
player to complete the

Career Grand Slam on three
different surfaces?   
a. Andre Agassi

b. Roy Emerson

c. Jim Courier

d. Rafael Nadal<

Q9:
Who was the first Indian to
become the junior

Wimbledon Champion?   
a. Premjit Lal

b. Vijay Amritraj

c. Ramanathan Krishnan

d. Leander Paes
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS: 1. c. 0

2. d. All are correct 

3. a. Belgium

4. a. Garfield Sobers

5. c. Johannes Vetter 

6. b. Evgeny Karlovskiy

7. b. Kapil Dev

8. a. Andre Agassi

9. c. Ramanathan Krishnan

Ramkumar Ramanathan

L
ionel Messi won the
men’s Ballon d’Or for
a record-extending
seventh time, ending
the year in style after
a brilliant final sea-
son with Barcelona
and earning his first

major international trophy with Ar-
gentina. Alexia Putellas became the
third winner of the women’s award
for an outstanding season with
Barcelona and Spain.

MESSI OVERJOYED
Now 34, Messi pipped much-fancied ri-
vals like Robert Lewandowski and
Karim Benzema to take the award in a
glittering ceremony in Paris, the city
he now calls home after leaving boy-
hood club Barcelona for Paris Saint-
Germain in August. Despite his tear-
ful goodbye from Barcelona and his rel-
atively underwhelming start to life in
France, the jury of journalists from
around the world rewarded him in par-
ticular for captaining Argentina to their
first major international title since 1993.

“Two years ago I thought I was com-
ing into my final years but here I am
again back here,” said Messi, who won
the last edition of the Ballon d’Or in
2019 before last year’s awards were can-
celled due to the pandemic. Messi also
won in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and in 2015.

“People were starting to ask me
when I was going to retire but now I
am here in Paris and I am very happy,”
he said at the Chatelet Theatre in cen-
tral Paris, where he was joined by his
wife Antonella Roccuzzo and their
three children.

“What I achieved with Argentina
was a dream come true. I think I won
this trophy thanks to what we did at
the Copa America, so I dedicate it to

my teammates.”
Argentina beat Brazil 1-0 in the fi-

nal in Rio de Janeiro as Messi won a
major title with his country for the
first time. He also scored 38 goals in
48 games in his final season with
Barcelona and won the Copa del Rey.

However Messi has played just 11
times and scored four goals for PSG
since joining the French club and there
was a feeling that this year might see
a different winner.

LEWANDOWSKI
BEST SCORER

Poland striker Lewandowski would
have been a shoe-in in 2020, when he
scored 45 goals in 37 games for Bay-
ern, only for the awards to be can-
celled. He ended last season with a
remarkable 41 Bundesliga goals but
had to settle for second place in the
voting for the Ballon d’Or, which is
organised by France Football maga-
zine and voted for by a panel of jour-
nalists from around the world.
Lewandowski instead was given a
consolation prize for the year’s best
goal-scorer and received glowing
praise from Messi. “I wanted to say
to Robert that it was an honour to go
up against him. He deserved to win
it last year,” Messi said.

Midfielder Jorginho, who won the
Champions League with Chelsea and
Euro 2020 with Italy, came third, fol-
lowed by Real Madrid’s Karim Ben-
zema and Chelsea player N’Golo
Kante. Five-time winner Cristiano
Ronaldo came sixth. He was absent
from the ceremony. Between them,
Messi and Ronaldo have won 12 of the
last 13 editions of the Ballon d’Or
with the exception coming in 2018
when Luka Modric claimed the prize.

THIRD WOMEN’S EDITION
This is just the third year that a women’s Bal-
lon d’Or has been awarded, with Putellas fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Norway’s Ada
Hegerberg, winner in 2018, and the United
States’ 2019 World Cup superstar Megan
Rapinoe.

Spain international Putellas,
27, captained Barcelona to vic-
tory in this year’s Cham-
pions League, scoring a
penalty in the final as
her side hammered
Chelsea 4-0. She also
won a Spanish league
and cup double with
Barca, the club she
joined as a teenager in
2012 and who are fast
becoming the domi-
nant force in the
women’s game.

“I’m very emo-
tional, it’s a very spe-
cial moment,” she
said at the Paris cer-
emony through a
translator. “I would
like to start by
thanking all my
teammates, espe-
cially my current
(Barcelona) team-
mates. For me it’s a
collective success.”

In other awards,
the Kopa Trophy for
the best under 21
player went to 19-year-
old Spain and Barcelona
midfielder Pedri. He caught the
eye at Euro 2020 and reached the Olympic fi-
nal.

The Lev Yashin for best goalkeeper was
won by Gianluigi Donnarumma, who helped
Italy win the Euros. AGENCIES
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P
V Sindhu will look to ensure that her
consistent run yields a title, while all
eyes will also be on the fast-rising Lak-
shya Sen and the men’s doubles pairing
of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag

Shetty as they make their debut at the BWF World
Tour Finals beginning in Bali on Wednesday.

It will be the best ever representation for In-
dia at the year-end tournament with as many

as seven of them qualifying for the USD
1,50,000 event.

Save for mixed doubles, the Indi-
ans compete in all other categories with

Ashwini Ponnappa and N Sikki Reddy, who
made the cut after the completion of the Indone-
sia Open last week, set to represent the country in
the women’s doubles event.

In fine form
The only Indian to win the prestigious title in 2018,
reigning world champion Sindhu was a finalist at
the event the year before and she will look for an-
other good outing when she opens her campaign
against top seed Pornpawee Chochuwong of Thai-
land in group A.

Sindhu, a two-time Olympic medal-
list, has been consistent with three
semifinal finishes in the last three
events and is likely to make it to the
knockout stage. The 26-year-old from
Hyderabad is expected to finish among
the top two in the group as she has a
good record against the other two op-
ponents -- Denmark’s Line Christo-
phersen and Germany’s Yvonne Li.

Srikanth, only the fourth player
ever to win four Super Series titles in
a year, has looked in good touch in the
last few events with semifinal finish-
es at Indonesia Masters and Hylo Open. The for-
mer world No.1 had reached the knockout stage of
the year-ending event in 2014 and he will look to
relive those moments when he begins his cam-
paign against Malaysia’s second seed Lee Zii Jia
in group B, which also comprises France’s Toma
Junior Popov and Kunlavut Vitidsarn of Thailand.

Tough grouping
Debutants Lakshya and Satwik-Chirag have been
clubbed in the ‘group of death’ and it will be ex-

tremely tough for them to qualify for
the next stage.

Lakshya, who had won five titles in
2019, has been clubbed in Group A with
top seed and Olympic champion Viktor
Axelsen, two-time world champion Ken-
to Momota of Japan and Denmark’s Ras-
mus Gemke.

The 20-year-old from Almora, who
had reached the finals of the Dutch Open
and achieved semifinal results at the
Denmark Masters and Hylo Open, will
open against Rasmus.

World No.11 Satwik and Chirag will
face top seeded Indonesians Marcus Fernaldi
Gideon and Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo, world No.3
Chinese Taipei’s Lee Yang and Wang Chi-Lin and
world No.10 Denmark’s Kim Astrup and Anders
Skaarup Rasmussen in group A.

In women’s doubles, Ashwini and Sikki will
have to compete with Japan’s second seeds Nami
Matsuyama and Chiharu Shida, Bulgaria’s
Gabriela Stoeva and Stefani Stoeva, and Chloe
Birch and lauren Smith of England for a place in
the knockout stage. PTI

Gianluigi Donnarumma

Pedri Gonzalez

Alexia Putellas

Mate Pavic

Nikola Mektic

Focus will be on Lakshya, Satwik-Chirag as best Indian team start World Tour Finals 

CROATIA BEAT ITALY TO
MAKE DAVIS CUP SEMIS
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I have only one talent. I can work harder than anyone else.

Abhinav Bindra, Indian shooter

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2021

Spain and Barcelona player Putellas crowned women’s winner;
Lewandowski, Pedri among other winners

I don’t know how many more years I

have left but I hope there will be

many because I am really enjoying

myself this year.  Although I always

put the collective forward, I cannot

hide my joy at having been able to

win another Ballon d’Or. I want to

thank you and dedicate to all my

colleagues and @afaseleccion staff

for the beautiful year we have lived

through. Also those I had at

@fcbarcelona and those at @psg

MESSI

Lakshya Sen
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