
B
osco Public
School, Paschim
vihar hosted the
Zonal Bad-

minton Tournament that
was organised by Zone 17
from November 2 to 3.

Around hundred
players from the schools
of Zone 17 participated
in both girls and boys
category in the tourna-
ment. All the contestants
showcased tremendous
strength and commendable tech-
niques as they took on the oppo-
nents in their run to the graceful
win in junior girls and senior boys
categories.

The badminton champions of
Bosco, Ayaan Duggal, Shivaay Aro-
ra, Ansh Dagar and Vaibhav Shar-
ma bagged first position in the sen-
ior boys category. Bosco’s junior
girls - Isman Kaur, Bhumi Agarw-
al and Garvita bagged the first po-

sition and flew the Boscon banner
high with their perfect shots. Au-
dience roared with the applause
and the joyous cheers for the par-
ticipants.

The event not only developed the
technical skills of the players but also
created conducive environment of bon-
homie and peer motivation. Chairman
Dr G S Tuteja, principal Rajiv Duggal
and vice principal Priya Handa con-
gratulated the winners.

Exchanging cultures at VGS

“T
he greatest gifts you
can give your children
are the roots of re-
sponsibility and the
wings of independ-

ence.” This quote of Denis Waitley beau-
tifully tells us about the enormous re-
sponsibility the society has towards chil-
dren. Children are the priceless treas-
ures; precious gifts from God. We are ac-
countable to nurture them as holistic in-
dividuals ensuring their physical, emo-
tional, psychological, and spiritual
growth. If we take care of them and their
education then they will become the re-
sponsible leaders of tomorrow. But if our chil-
dren are weak today, then the future of our so-
ciety will be weak.

November 14 is the birthday of Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of Inde-
pendent India who is popularly known as Chacha
Nehru amongst children. He was a great leader
who was keen about the welfare, education and
development of children in India. Even though
he was very senior in stature, he was fond of chil-
dren and would spend valuable quality time with
them. As a tribute to him, his birthday is cele-
brated as Children’s Day in India. Children’s Day
is an important event not only for children but

also for parents and teachers as this day cele-
brates the spirit of childhood and reminds us
that our children need to be loved and cared for.
Children are our future; they are the leaders of
tomorrow. It is beautifully said that they are the
living messages we send to the future.

There were a number of challenges that
our children had to face during these chal-
lenging times of the Covid-19 pandemic. Apart
from the challenges, the pandemic also taught
us that roles and responsibility need to be
shared. While teachers and parents do their
best for the children; children on their part
need to put in required efforts to make the

best out of the opportunities provided.
The situation of lockdown provided
children the space to become inde-
pendent learners, enabling them to ex-
plore their abilities for time manage-
ment, development of 21st century
skills and taking ownership of their
learning journey through online and
offline mode of learning. Keeping the
impetus, parents and teachers should
continue to encourage children and mo-
tivate them to become resilient, re-
sponsible and proactive learners. Chil-
dren are full of energy and potential;
parents, teachers and society can to-

gether help them realise it in their lives.
Parents and teachers are urged to nurture

children and train them to be honest and re-
sponsible citizens of tomorrow. Love them and
care for their happiness. Dear children, do not
be discouraged due to the challenges of the pres-
ent times, you are precious to your parents and
to us. You are kings and queens in the making.
Be grateful to Almighty for your parents, teach-
ers and for the gift of life that has been given.
We wish you a healthy, happy and bright future!

DR A F PINTO, Chairman, Ryan International Group

of Institutions

Bosco hosts zonal badminton tournament
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It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!
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Children of today are leaders of tomorrow

A
SN Senior Sec-
ondary School,
Mayur Vihar,
conducted a vir-

tual assembly on the aus-
picious occasion of Diwali
on the theme, ‘Greatness
lies in giving’.

The assembly com-
menced with ‘Ganesh Van-
dana’, followed by thoughts
on the importance of sharing and
caring. Children also voiced their
thoughts through self-composed
poems.A skit was presented by the
children depicting the importance
of balancing intellect and wealth
in the context of worshipping God-
dess Laxmi and Lord Ganesh on

Diwali. It was followed by the sto-
ry of ‘Ramayana’.

A dance on ‘Laxmi Sto-
tram’ was also performed fol-
lowed by the students passing
on the diya wishing everyone
a blissful Diwali. The beauti-
ful day came to an end with

an ‘arti’ performed by
the students and thus,
spreading positivity
and spirituality.

During the occasion,
results for the talent hunt
were also announced fol-
lowed by a beautiful pres-
entation showcasing the
Diwali crafts done by the
students.

School principal, Swarni-
ma Luthra appreciated and mo-
tivated the students to follow
the path of generosity and
benevolence. The programme
culminated with a vote of
thanks by school coordinator
Sushma Kalia.

A
midst the atmos-
phere of fear and
insecurity due to
Covid-19, St An-

gel’s School, Gurugram or-
ganised a prayer meet to
support the
Corona war-
riors and suf-
ferers. Students
from classes I-
XII participated
in the meet
praying the
Almighty to
bless the hu-
manity with his

love and mercy according to
their beliefs. A verse from
‘Bible’, ‘Ayat’ from ‘Quran’,
‘Shabad’ from ‘Gurubani’,
‘Hanuman Chalisa’ and even
‘O Palanhare’ were recited

not only by stu-
dents but also by
their parents
and grandpar-
ents. It was a
way out to de-
stress and con-
nect to the
supreme power
for a future of
everlasting hope.

ASN celebrates virtual Diwali

D
PSG Interna-
tional ushered
in the joy and
excitement of

Children’s Day by or-
ganising an adventure
camp. The school in col-
laboration with Rock-
sport, Asia’s largest ad-
venture programme, or-
ganised the camp on the
pleasant morning of No-
vember 12 in the lush
green, sun bathed school
premises. The school cam-
pus was abuzz with enthu-
siastic children of classes
I-V who filed in merrily,
with the excitement of get-
ting back to normal school
life that is happening joy-

ful and rejuvenating.
The camp commenced

with a comprehensive brief-
ing session wherein the
rules and regulations were
shared and the children
were allotted their groups.
The children participated
in a plethora of fun filled
and stimulating adventure
activities like ‘Commando
Net’, ‘Zip Line’, ‘Sport

Climbing’, ‘Double
Rope Bridge’, ‘Burma
Bridge’, ‘Rope-Ladder
Climbing’, ‘Hoppity
Hop Race’, ‘Comman-
do Crawl’ to name a
few.

The zeal, commit-
ment, involvement

and focused effort put in by
88 children under the able
guidance of teachers and
other experts, proved that
the camp has gone a long
way in boosting their col-
laboration, self-awareness,
sensitivity towards the sur-
rounding and team spirit.
School principal Meera
Mathur appreciated the ef-
forts of the children.

Prayer meet held to
honour Covid warriors

PMANVIK JUNEJA, class IV IPC, MSS School
Rajendra Nagar

ARONA BINU MATHEW, class VII, 
St Michael Sr Sec School 

Pusa Road

MANVIK JUNEJA, class IV IPC, 
MSS School Rajendra Naga

Recently, I had visit-
ed the hill station
of Kalimpong. It

was a quaint little town,
and I felt like I was a
character in one of Ruskin
Bond's stories. The skies
were clear, the air was
clean and there were
trees everywhere. After
two years of being con-
fined in my house, an
escape from the city was
a pleasant and much
needed one. I had gone
with a number of friends
and my favourite memory
is playing
Bluff with
them at 3
am in the
morning in our
hotel room. I
had bought
‘Norwegian

Wood’ by Haruki
Murakami at the

airport.
Sitting in
front of a
window with

a view of the mountains and
sipping hot tea is one of my
fondest memories. We went
trekking as well, and had
lost our way while going
back to the hotel. But Google

maps came to our rescue
and finally trudging our
way through the moun-
tainous roads we made it
back to the hotel. Hill sta-
tions are known for their
little coffee shops and
roadside maggi stalls.
Kalimpong for one did not
disappoint me. We played
a lot of board games
accompanied by a lot of
good food served in our
room. I enjoyed myself
thoroughly and after four
days of good food and
travelling, I came back
home rejuvenated and was
able to get

back to my
studies with
new vigour.

Uditi Saraogi,
class X, Sushila

Birla Girls School

Diwali is the festival of lights, celebrated in billions of
homes in India. The diyas and sweets are it's orna-
ments, likewise crackers adorn the festival for chil-

dren. It's their way of honouring the festival, their tradition.
But 'crackers', the word itself raises the evidence of pollution.
It demolishes the environment, pollutes the air we breath. 

This whole debate about banning crackers is quite palpa-
ble. From what I think it doesn't matter if you burn crackers
this Diwali or if you don't. It's not about one day, it's about
our daily lives. Banning crackers stops pollution for a day but

what about the times when we ourselves pollute the
environment, when we use our own vehicles instead
of public transport knowing the fact that it will only

add to the pollution. The smoke from industries is far more
destructive than these crackers. Even if we do ban crackers
for a day, there are other factors which add to the pollution. If
we want to minimise pollution, we need to take small initia-
tives everyday, and not just one. Diwali should be enjoyed
without setbacks. Children look forward to bursting crackers

and enjoying sweets during Diwali, let's not
snatch their joy. As for crackers, we can
minimise the amount we use and for pollu-
tion, take steps daily to reduce the damage
we do to nature. 
Zainab Iqbal, class XI, 
St Sebastian’s School, Kolkata 

D iwali is the festival of lights, celebrated all over
India. Let the festival emit light and warmth, rather
than smoke and sound. 

From what I think it does matter if you burn crackers on
Diwali. Crackers not only emit smoke which adds up to the
pollution but also a lot of sound, often crossing the decibel
limits, making it difficult for the old, ailing and the pets.
Bursting crackers may not in itself cause the perilous pollu-
tion but it sure adds to the pollution level that is caused by
burning of crop stubble, emissions from transport, industrial
emissions, vehicular pollution and suspended
dust particles in the air. The wind direction
from north and northwest traps the pollution
and turns the air specially in national capital into a smoggy
smoke chamber. 

Each drop adds to the ocean. So if everyone decides that
it is the responsibility of the other to work towards curbing
pollution, then the world will soon come to a catastrophic
end. Every little step should be taken and nothing should be

branded as unnecessary if we want the
world to be a better place and most impor-

tantly give fresh air to breath for us
and the generations to come. 

Harsh Kumar Agarwal, class XI,

National English School, Kolkata

AGAINSTFOR

One day of banning crackers is
not enough to control pollution 

Excitement marks DPSG’s adventure camp

T
he Indo-German virtual cul-
tural exchange program day-
7 was the end of the second
phase of this incredible and

amazing virtual tour of India organ-
ised by Venkateshwar Global School,
Rohini, Delhi.

To make this day
interactive, Indian stu-
dents prepared some
fun filled activities for
PMHG students in-
cluding ‘Heads or tails’,
‘Recognise the person-
ality’. The PMHG stu-
dents with their men-
tors had lots of fun,
sportingly participat-
ing in all the activities.

The VGS and PMHG students joint-
ly put up a beautiful dance perform-
ance for which they had been painstak-

ingly rehearsing since day one , which
came up as a surprise element on the
farewell day for all.

Lastly, Indian partners shared
video experiences with their German
partners, which was indeed an emo-

tional moment. It has
been a wonderful ex-
perience and a pleas-
ant journey hosting
the guests for seven
days. It’s time now to
bid farewell to our
friends and sure that
these sweet memories
will stay with us for-
ever. Undoubtedly, it
has been a great learn-
ing experience for both

partner schools alike and looking for-
ward to many more such exhilarating
opportunities! 

The teachers of Manav
Sthali Global School, Dou-
ble Storey decided to ‘Cre-

ate Magic’ for all the little ones.
In India every year on No-

vember 14, Children’s Day is a cel-
ebration to increase awareness of
the rights, care, and education of
children. This day is also marked
in remembrance of the country’s
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru who is fondly known as
‘Chacha Nehru.’

The morning of fun, energy

and laughter for kids was well
forethought and premeditated
with great meticulousness and
passion by the teachers. The chil-
dren were enthralled by the vi-
vacity and passion with which

each member of school faculty
performed. The skit presented by
the teachers was a laugh riot, and
it highlighted the virtual ‘goof-
ups’ with a blend of some light-
hearted humour.

The students paid homage by
dressing up like Chacha Nehru
and fashioned craft papers into
beautiful red roses to be donned
on their white kurtas.

The event culminated with a song
that reverberated with love,warmth
and affection for each child.

Children’s Day celebrated with gaiety and verve

A TREK TO REJUVENATION



Q1:
Which male tennis player

won the most number of

Grand Slam tournaments?  

a. Rafael Nadal

b. Roger Federer

c. Novak Djokovic

d. Pete Sampras

Q2:
Who was the first Indian

captain to hold the IPL trophy?

a. Virat Kohli 

b. MS Dhoni 

c. Sachin Tendulkar 

d. Rahul Dravid 

Q3:
Who took the first
hattrick in an IPL match?

a. Yuvraj Singh

b. Irfan Pathan 

c. L Balaji

d. Yusuf Pathan 

Q4:
Which IPL franchise did
Indian cricketer Yuvraj

Singh never play for?
a. Bangalore 

b. Kolkata 

c. Hyderabad 

d. Punjab 

Q5:
How many medals did
India win at the Tokyo

Olympics 2020?
a. 5   b. 6   c. 7   d. 8

Q6:
Antoine Griezmann scored

his 42nd goal for France.

Whose record did he overtake?

a. Michel Platini   b. Thiery Henry

c. Olivier Giroud   d. Zinedine Zidane

Q7:
Who is the all-time top
scorer at the finals of the

FIFA World Cup?
a. Djalma Santos

b. Antonio Carbajal

c. Miroslav Klose

d. Philipp Lahm

Q8:
Which of the following
teams was not a part of

the Big Four of the 2000 decade?
a. Arsenal

b. Liverpool

c. Everton

d. Chelsea

Q9:
Who is the all-time top
scorer at the finals of the

FIFA World Cup?

a. Djalma Santos

b. Antonio Carbajal

c. Miroslav Klose

d. Philipp Lahm

Q10:
Name the first Indian
triathlete to compete

in Ultraman?
a. Kaustubh Radkar

b. Anu Vaidyanathan

c. Abhishek Mishra

d. Arunaabh Shah
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QUIZ TIME!

ANSWERS: 1. b. Roger Federer

2. b. MS Dhoni   3. c. L Balaji

4. c. Hyderabad   5. c. 7   6. a. Michel Platini

7. c. Miroslav Klose    8. c. Everton

9. c. Miroslav Klose   10. d. Arunaabh Shah

Antoine
Griezmann

I start early and I stay late, day after day, year after year. It took 17

years and 114 days to become an overnight success.

Lionel Messi, Argentine footballer
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2021

SAKKARI WINS
SABALENKA SLUGFEST,

MAKES SEMIS 

M
aria Sakkari won a
rollercoaster match
against Aryna Sa-

balenka 7-6(1) 6-7(6) 6-3 to ad-
vance to the semi-finals of the
WTA Finals, where the in-
form Greek will meet red-hot
Estonian Anett Kontaveit.

In a battle between two of
the game’s biggest hitters,
Sakkari battled back from a
break down and pounded
three aces in the first set
tiebreaker to take the early
lead in the win-or-go-home
group match. Sabalenka
came out on the winning side
of a wild second set, un-
leashing a punishing back-
hand winner to convert her
fourth set point and bring the
Guadalajaran crowd to their
feet. Sakkari’s fitness proved
the difference in the deciding
set and she pumped her arms
triumphantly when a worn
down Sabalenka misfired on

match point in the high-alti-
tude Mexican city.

“It was a rollercoaster
match from both of us,” said
Sakkari, who had lost in her
four previous meetings with
the Belarusan.

“I was up a break, then
she was up a break. It was just
a matter of who took the
chances. I think at the end I
just played with my heart and
fought well, just turned
things around.” REUTERS
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N
ew Zealand captain
Kane Williamson
will skip the three-
game Twenty20 se-
ries against India
this week to prepare
for the test series
that starts this

month, the team said on Tuesday. The
first T20 game will be played on Wednes-
day in Jaipur, three days after New
Zealand’s World Cup final loss on Sun-
day. New Zealand said it has decided to
allow Williamson to prepare for the two
red-ball matches with the test squad. Tim
Southee will captain the T20 side.

Southee and team mates Kyle
Jamieson, Daryl Mitchell, Glenn
Phillips and Mitchell Santner are set to
join the test squad when the series be-
gins in Kanpur on Nov. 25. The second
test starts in Mumbai on Dec. 3.

BIG NAMES MISSING
India will have big names missing for
the test series but New Zealand coach
Gary Stead believes the hosts will still
provide a major challenge. Indian cap-
tain Virat Kohli has decided to skip the
first of the two tests while batter Rohit
Sharma, wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant
and fast bowlers Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Shami will miss the series.
“They’re still very, very strong,” Stead
said from Dubai after the Twenty20
World Cup final.

“When you go to India you tradi-
tionally think of spin-friendly wickets
and I still see (Ravindra) Jadeja,

(Ravichandran) Ashwin and Axar Patel
in their line up. “They are obviously guys
that have performed really, really well for
them in the past three or four years.”

EXPECTING BIG
CHALLENGE

New Zealand will be looking to rebound
from their loss to Australia in the World
Cup final but their squad will also be
without a few familiar faces. Seamer
Trent Boult and all-rounder Colin de
Grandhomme opted out of the tour be-
cause of the prospect of spending more
time in bio-secure bubbles, while bats-
man Devon Conway broke his hand at
the World Cup.

Test regulars such as Ross Taylor,
Tom Latham and Neil Wagner will, how-
ever, return to the fold as the Black Caps
seek a first series triumph in India. “We
know it’s going to be a big challenge
there,” Stead added. “(But) we have some
new guys, who will be nice and fresh,
and maybe add a different dynamic to
the squad.”

The series will include the first meet-
ing between the countries in the longest
format since New Zealand beat India to
win the inaugural World Test Champi-
onship in June. “It’s our first chance ...
to get out there and look at how we
go about getting into the final
again and defending what
we won six or seven
months ago,”
Stead said.
REUTERS
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Harry Kane

NZ skipper to focus on tests as the Kiwis begin tour of India
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Harry Kane scores four goals in lop-sided 10-0 rout of San Marino

H
arry Kane scored four goals
in England’s 10-0 demolition
of San Marino as Gareth
Southgate’s side made official
their place in next year’s

World Cup finals in Qatar on Monday.
In truth England needed only a point

against the world’s 210th and lowest-ranked
footballing nation to seal top spot in Group
I so the only real question was how many
goals they would deliver to mark the oc-
casion.

Kane duly filled his boots, following
up his hat-trick in the 5-0 win against Al-
bania on Friday with four goals before half-
time, including two penalties, swelling his
England tally to 48 to move joint third on
the list alongside Gary Lineker.

Harry Maguire began the rout with a
sixth-minute header and Filippo Fabbri
scored an own goal before Kane took over
to put England 6-0 ahead before halftime.
Emile Smith-Rowe marked his first Eng-
land start with the seventh and even after

Kane was substituted the punishment con-
tinued for San Marino who had Dante Rossi
sent off for a second yellow card. Tyrone
Mings, substitute Tammy Abraham and
Bukayo Saka all got on the scoresheet in a
farcically one-sided match that did little
for the reputation of international foot-

ball. It was also the first time Eng-
land had scored 10 in a match

since a 10-0 rout of the United
States in 1964.

HIGHEST TALLY
In topping the group by six
points from Poland, who rest-

ed Robert Lewandowski and
lost 2-1 at home to Hungary,

England scored 39 goals, their
highest tally in a qualifying cam-

paign. All that must be countered by the
fact that as well as playing San Marino,
who have won once in 186 internationals,
England also faced Andorra who are not
much better. Things will toughen up from
now on but they will arrive in Qatar as
one of the favourites. Southgate made
seven changes to the side that beat Alba-
nia with Maguire one of those remain-
ing and his thumping header from Phil
Foden’s corner got things going. AGENCIES

BOULT TO MISS TESTS

I
ndia’s Test batters will be relieved that

Trent Boult will not bend a few into the

right-handers as the Black Caps’ leader of

pace attack feels that he needs to refresh and

rejuvenate after 12 weeks of continuous crick-

et. Boult is in India for the three-match T20

International series but will head back home

from Kolkata after the final white-ball game as

he takes a break before being back against

Bangladesh for a home Test series.

“World Cup is a very big stage but probably

second to that is playing India in India. I

think boys are definitely looking forward to

it and just adapting to it and reading the

wicket is going to be a big play over here as

well,” Boult was quoted as saying in a video

released by ‘New Zealand Cricket’. PTI
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Trent
Boult

Kane Williamson

We cannot do

anything about

the level of

opposition but the

mentality and the

way they (England’s

players) applied

themselves was terrific.

England manager,

GARETH SOUTHGATE

Maria Sakkari
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