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R
emote voting, or allowing a
voter to cast his/her franchise
from any polling station in the
country and not just the

polling station or constituency where
he/she is registered, is among the key

future initiatives that the Election
Commission is working on, chief elec-
tion commissioner Sunil Arora has
said.The mock trials of the project
would begin soon, he added. If imple-
mented, it will be significant, as in each

election, thousands of voters have to forego their right to
vote on account of a geographical barrier. By virtue of
occupation, education, medical treatment or other rea-
sons, there have been instances of current residence of
such electors being different from the place of registra-
tion in the electoral rolls.

You could CAST YOUR VOTE
from any polling station, soon

Remote voting marks a departure
from the conventional polling sta-
tion, which is currently tied to a
geographic location. The remote
voting project aspires to enable
the voters residing in remote
locations, away from their desig-
nated polling stations to cast
their ballot in a secured fashion

ELECTORAL REFORMS

ENTERTAINMENT

Share your views at toinie175@gmail.comQ Is it a path-breaking initiative?

The EC is also looking to extend the postal ballot facility
to overseas voters, who currently need to be physically-
present at their respective polling stations in the country
to be able to vote. Arora said, the EC’s proposal in this
regard was being considered by the law ministry

OTHER FUTURE INITIATIVES

'No Time to Die' pushed
to October 2021

The release of Daniel Craig-starrer  James Bond movie
'No Time to Die' has been delayed until October 8,the
makers have announced. The film, which marks

Craig's fifth and final outing as the iconic British spy, was
earlier scheduled to release on April 2. The film also fea-
tures actors Lea Seydoux, Naomie Harris, Ben Whishaw,
Ralph Fiennes, Rory Kinnear, Christoph Waltz, Lashana
Lynch, Billy Magnussen, Jeffrey Wright and Rami Malek,
who plays the main antagonist.

GOING DIGITAL: Booker Prize winner Douglas
Stuart to be a part of JLF's 2021 virtual edition

A
merican linguist
Noam Chomsky, 2020
Booker Prize winner
Douglas Stuart, doc-

tors Randeep Guleria, Chan-
drakant Lahariya and Gagan-

deep Kang and Carnatic music
exponent T M Krishna will be
among the over 200 speakers at
the Jaipur Literature Festival's
upcoming virtual edition next
month, the organisers said.

BOOK

1 Set to take place between February
19-28, the 10-day literary event will
feature a line-up of speakers from

across the world, consisting of writers,
poets, playwrights, thinkers, politicians,
journalists, cultural icons and recipients
of major literary awards

2 A special session on the Covid-19
pandemic will be one of the major
highlights of the edition

3 Doctors and co-authors Randeep
Guleria, Chandrakant Lahariya and
Gagandeep Kang will participate

in a discussion revolving around India's
fight against the virus

FM Nirmala Sitharaman
launches 'Union Budget Mobile
App' at halwa ceremony

ICC Test Championship
final postponed

The start of the inaugural World
Test Championship final has
been pushed back by eight days

and will now begin at the Lord's on June
18, keeping in mind the proximity with
the next IPL's summit showdown. The
final of the inaugural championship
was tentatively scheduled to begin on
June 10 at the iconic venue in London.

T he Halwa cere-
mony, marking
the final stage

of the Budget making
process, was held in
the North Block on
Saturday afternoon in
the presence of Union
finance and corporate
affairs minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman. On
the occasion, the finance ministry also launched the
'Union Budget Mobile App' for hassle-free access to Bud-
get documents by the MPs and the general public, using
the simplest form of digital convenience.

ECONOMY

The app facilitates complete access to 14 Union Budget
documents, including the Annual Financial Statement
(commonly known as the Budget), Demand for Grants
(DG), Finance Bill etc. as prescribed by the
Constitution. The Budget documents will be available on
the app after the completion of the Budget speech by
the finance minister on February 1

AMONG THE
NOTABLE R-DAY
HONOURS...

ABE, SP 
BALASUBHRA-
MANYAM ON 
THE LIST

P adma Awards, one of the
highest-civilian awards of
the country, were

announced on Monday. As many
as 119 Padma awards — seven
Padma Vibhushan, 10 Padma
Bhushan and 102 Padma Shri,
were announced. Among the
awardees are 29 women,  one
transgender, 10  foreigners, NRIs
and persons of Indian origin or
overseas citizens of India. 

F ormer Japanese PM
Shinzo Abe and singer
late SP

Balasubrahmanyam were con-
ferred the Padma Vibhushan,
while former Lok Sabha
Speaker Sumitra Mahajan, dalit
leader and LJP chief Ram Vilas
Paswan, Tarun Gogoi and
Keshubhai Patel (all three
posthumously) and ex-principal
secretary to the PM, Nripendra
Misra, have been named for the
Padma Bhushan.

T he Mahavir Chakra, India’s
second-highest military
decoration after the

Param Vir Chakra, was posthumous-
ly awarded to Colonel Bikkumalla
Santosh Babu, the commanding
officer of the 16 Bihar Regiment.
The 37-year-old had led soldiers to
evict the Chinese soldiers from East
Ladakh’s Galwan Valley last June.
Another five soldiers, who laid down
their lives fighting the numerically-
superior Chinese troops at the
Galwan Valley were conferred 
the Vir Chakra.

SHOWCASES
MILITARY MIGHT,
CULTURAL 
HERITAGE AT
REPUBLIC 
DAY PARADE
I

n a display of India's military might, Rafale
fighter jets took part in the Republic Day
flypast for the first time as the Armed
Forces showcased its T-90 tanks, the

Samvijay electronic warfare system and
Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter jets on the Rajpath on
Tuesday. Depicting the nation's rich cultural
heritage and economic progress, 17 tableaux
from states and union territories and nine from
different Union ministries and paramilitary
forces took part in the 72nd Republic Day pa-
rade. Six tableaux of the defence ministry also
attended the event. Schoolchildren performed
folk arts and crafts displaying skills and dex-
terity handed down from generations. Bajasal,
a folk dance from Kalahandi in Odisha, the Fit
India Movement and Aatmanirbhar Bharat,
were also displayed at the Rajpath.

SHOWCASES
MILITARY MIGHT,
CULTURAL 
HERITAGE AT
REPUBLIC 
DAY PARADE

MANY
FIRSTS

➤ In a first, the tableau of the Union Territory of
Ladakh, which came into existence in 2019, was displayed in

this year's parade. The tableau highlighted the vision for
Ladakh to be carbon-neutral 

➤ The Rafale fighter jet took to the skies and concluded the flypast
by carrying out the demanding and spectacular ‘Vertical Charlie’ forma-
tion, in which the aircraft flies at a low altitude, pulls up vertically, and
rolls multiple times before stabilising at a higher altitude

➤ Flight Lieutenant Bhawana Kanth, the first Indian woman to
qualify for a combat mission in a fighter jet, became the first to

participate in the flypast. A total of 38 Air Force and four
Army aircraft took part in the flypast

➤ A 122-member contingent of the Bangladeshi armed
forces, led by Lt Colonel Mohatsim Haider

Chaudhary, also participated in the
parade for the first time

➤ The tech highs and 
lows of 2020

➤ When life gives you veg-
gies, you can make pickles! 
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1
You would think that an artificially intelli-
gent drone that flies around your house to
record video is something out of an
Orwellian sci-fi movie. But Amazon intro-

duced it as a real product, which says a lot
about its product philosophy. The tech isn’t
necessarily bad at what it does, but it lacks
empathy. The drone isn’t expected to be
released until 2021, but we can see the
creepy factor in some of Amazon’s gadgets
this year. Most famously, Ring, the Amazon-
owned company that makes surveillance
cameras including internet-connected door-
bells, came under fire for several scandals,
including one that involved four employees
who inappropriately watched customers’
videos. More recently, Amazon released
Halo, its fitness-tracking bracelet, which
took creepy to a new level. It has a tiny
microphone that listens in on your conver-
sations to tell you how your mood sounds
to other people. Amazon has done better before. Its Kindle continues to be
the most delightful product for reading digital books. Let’s hope its new
gadgets are part of a temporary experiment, not a lasting trend. 

2
On the one hand,
delivery apps like
Uber Eats,
DoorDash and

Postmates are convenient to
use, and we leaned on them
heavily this year. On the
other hand, many of the apps
surprised people with hidden
service charges in many

countries.

3
This year, phone makers like
Samsung, Motorola and Huawei 
promoted so-called foldable smart-
phones that can be folded or unfold-

ed to decrease or increase their screen
size. For that benefit, you get these trade-
offs: The devices cost more, the screen
technology is fragile and the hinges used
for folding will break. Over time, foldable
phones also get tedious to use. 

1
Can you hear me now?” Before the pandemic, plenty of us loathed taking meet-
ings over video calls. Video and audio quality was often grainy and delayed, and
plenty of people did not know to mute their microphones when they weren’t
speaking. Then in the early stages of the pandemic, Zoom made headlines, for

reasons good and bad. Hundreds
of millions of us, desperate to stay
in touch with friends and col-
leagues, signed up for the video-
conferencing service to virtualise
office meetings, classrooms,
happy hours and yoga sessions.
But as Zoom surged in popularity,
we noticed many cracks in securi-
ty, which allowed trolls to
“Zoombomb,” or gain unautho-
rised access, to people’s video
sessions, among other flaws.
There was a silver lining to
Zoom’s failures: It created the
need for stronger alternatives.
Over the past year, many video-
conferencing apps have significantly improved. Google made major upgrades to
Meet, enabling video chats with hundreds of participants; Microsoft and Cisco are
also overhauling their video chat products, Teams and Webex. 

Here were the highs and 
lows in 2020

Tech that was fixed
VIDEO CHATS

Tech that needs Fixing
CREEPY AI GADGETS

DELIVERY
APPS

FITNESS TECH ELECTRIC 
TWO-WHEELERS

3
Before 2020, electric
scooters often pro-
voked animosity. Tech
companies like Bird

flooded city streets with e-
scooters that people could rent
via apps.

2
While wearable gadgets like Fitbits and Apple Watch have been popular for
years, many of their applications are still nascent. Counting footsteps gets
tedious. Sleep tracking with wearables is inaccurate, and the data can add to
your anxieties and keep you up at night. It’s also unclear whether the blood-oxy-

gen-monitoring feature on the new Apple Watch will be useful. But with people still avoid-
ing gyms, people were forced to find ways to stay in shape at home. Peloton, which is
known for selling expensive exercise bicycles and treadmills, got mainstream attention. Its
guided workout videos, which don’t require Peloton hardware, are so well produced that they
are a strong substitute for a real-life trainer. Apple released Fitness+, a subscription service
that is exclusive to Apple Watch owners, with videos just as high quality as Peloton’s.

This pickle is a bomb of flavours and is wide-
ly consumed in Punjab. To enhance its
taste, carrots are also added to gobhi and

shalgam  achaar. To prepare this, first, the extra
moisture is dried from vegetables by keeping then
under the sun for two few days. Other ingredi-
ents and spices that are needed to make this pick-
le include jaggery, ginger, garlic, mustard seed
powder, red chilli powder, Punjabi garam masala,
malt vinegar, mustard oil and salt. Heat the mus-
tard oil in a non-stick kadhai, add coarsely ground
ginger and garlic and sauté till light golden. Saute
the spices for a few minutes. Add jaggery, salt and
then add veggies. Cook for another three to four
minutes. Let it cool. Stir in the vinegar and keep
this yummy pickle in a glass jar.

BEETROOT PICKLE

B eetroot is another winter
vegetable that boosts our
metabolism. It is widely

made in north Kerala. To pre-
pare this, cut the beetroots in
thin strips. Cut ginger and 
garlic in small pieces. Then melt
jaggery with two tablespoons of
water and strain it. Boil a cup of
water with salt and vinegar and set it aside. Fry ginger-garlic pieces
until golden brown. In the same oil, put some mustard seeds and once
it starts spluttering, add beetroot, turmeric, red chilli and asafoetida.

AMLA PICKLE

A mla or the Indian goose-
berry is a great source of
vitamin C and also helps

boost immunity. The amla pick-
le is very tangy and can be made
spicy too. The key spices in
making this pickle are asafoeti-
da (heeng), crushed fenugreek,
nigella and fennel seeds. Just

wash the amlas thoroughly, boil them in water for six minutes to soften
them, drain the water and cool. Then cut them into wedges after de-
seeding. Make a coarse mixture of fenugreek seeds, nigella, fennel, red
chilli powder, asafoetida, turmeric, salt and smoked and cooled.

T
o put it lightly, 2020 was rough. More than ever, we turned to our per-
sonal tech this year to help find respite, stay healthy and remain con-
nected with the people we care about. Video chat apps, like Webex
and Google Meet, became crucial work tools. After gyms shut down,
virtual workout apps like Peloton transformed into must-have prod-

ucts. Electric bikes and scooters, once a source of frus-
tration, found their moment when people sought 
alternatives to public transportation and ride
hailing. Still, there was plenty of tech that let
us down. Some of Amazon’s gadgets, like its
Ring surveillance cameras, proved more creepy
than useful. Delivery apps with hidden
markups continued to drive up the prices of
takeout orders. A new type of smartphone
with a foldable screen was a gimmick.
And, at least for now, so was 5G, the
next-generation cellular technology
that doesn’t live up to its hype of
delivering incredibly fast speeds.

GAINING
GROUND ON 
VIRTUAL
SPACE 

FOLDABLE PHONES
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VIRTUAL
CLASSES

THE TECH THAT 

WAS FIXED...

A
three-decade long static education sector
in India received a jolt, and a subsequent
shift to the virtual medium owing to the

pandemic took place. Teachers, education boards
and tech firms were quick to offer solutions.
According to Dr Hrushikesh Senapaty, former
director, NCERT, it was time to shift from content
mastery to competent mastery. NCERT, therefore,
designed an alternative academic calendar in
2020. “Students shifted to the online platform for

their academic learning, and the NCERT supported
this shift,” said Dr Senapaty.

Asked on how tech firms are gearing up to
reinvent the classrooms, Ketan Patel, MD, HP-
India, said: “Teachers work relentlessly to nourish
and nurture the young talents and shape them.
Therefore, it is critical that teachers and educa-
tors are equipped with modern tools and teaching
methodology to ensure continuity of education in
the new normal.”  

On challenges faced in integrating the smooth
operation of virtual schools, Patel said, ”We are
focusing on engaging students meaningfully for a
better learning outcome in the current online 
format or hybrid format in future. 

“Other focus areas are comprehensive 
student assessment and assignment completion,
and enabling student behaviour management that
would aid teachers in socio-emotional assessment
of the student.”

BOOKS THAT ARE GETTING A 
SERIES ADAPTATIONS IN 2021
With a new year comes a lot of new releases, across all platforms of
entertainment. A lot a TV shows and web series this year are releasing that
are based on books. Many readers prefer books adapted into series rather
than movies for the long format can do better justice to some books,
particularly book series. Here are some to look forward to this year:

Release
Date: 

February
1, 2021

Release
Date: 

October
21, 2021

CONVERSATIONS WITH FRIENDS by Sally Rooney
This is the second Sally Rooney book to be adapted.
While ‘Normal People’ was a romance, this book is more
of love quadrangle...

SHADOW AND BONE by Leigh Bardugo
Set in the same magical world as Leigh Bardugo’s many
books, ‘Shadow and Bone’ is about Alina Starkov, a 
soldier in the kingdom of Ravka with magical powers.

Release
Date: 
TBA

Release
Date: 
TBA

Release
Date: 
TBA

FIREFLY LANE by Kristin Hannah
Starting in the 70s, we follow two teenagers who are
friends throughout the ups and downs of life. This book will
be a show, not a movie, and will star Katherine Heigl...

DUNE by Frank Herbert
The sci fi classic was first published in 1965 and won many
awards. The protagonist is Paul Atreides, whose family gets
control of the planet that can produce a rare material.

NINE PERFECT STRANGERS by Liane Moriarty
With Nicole Kidman, Melissa McCarthy, Luke Evans, and
Samara Weaving, the production for this film seems to
be a star studded affair.

Turn them 
into pickles!

Here are some easy ways to pickle your winter veggies that have both
nutritional value and great taste. Read on…

Hate veggies?

CARROT 
PICKLE 

T he sweet and
tangy carrot
pickle is really

popular in north India.
To make this, take four
cups of carrots cut into
long pieces, three table-
spoons of brown mus-
tard powder, two table-
spoons of turmeric
powder, two table
spoons red chilli pow-
der, two tablespoons
mustard oil and salt to
taste. Wash the carrots
and dry them in the sun
for minimum eight
hours up to two days.
Mix all the spices thor-
oughly with the car-
rots, put them in a glass
jar with a lid and cover
it. Next day, add
smoked and cooled
mustard oil and keep
the jar in the sun for
seven to 10 days.

CAULIFLOWER
AND TURNIP
PICKLE

02 “Life is short, but there is always time 
enough for courtesy.”

RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET

READ. PLAY. LEARN
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021

This is an excerpt of a NYT story titled: ‘Tech That Was Fixed in 2020 And
The Tech That Still Needs Fixing’ by Brian X Chen


